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First  United  States  record  of 
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(HrpteitssriNifoa) 


MATTHEW  C.  BROWH  • P.  0.  BOX  891,  PATAGONIA,  ARIZONA  85624  • (MATTBROWNBIRDS(S)GMAIL.COM) 
ROBIN  A.  BAXTER « P.  0.  BOX  784,  PATAGONIA,  ARIZONA  85624  • (ROBINBAXTER@MAC.COM) 


Figure  1 . This  Sinaloa  Wren,  presumably  male,  is  the  first  to  be  documented  in  the  United  States.  It  has  provided  a year-long  cycle  for  behavioral  observation,  fill  other  wren  species  can  be  ruled  out  by 
the  lack  of  white  in  the  tail,  lack  of  strong  buff  tones  on  the  breast,  belly,  and  flanks  (where  a light  wash  of  brownish-buff  is  consistent  with  Sinaloa),  strong  eye  stripe,  distinct  neck  streaks  on  plainer 
face,  and  lack  of  distinct  submalar  stripe.  This  photograph  was  taken  B May  2009,  when  the  bird  was  in  much  fresher  plumage  than  when  it  was  discovered.  Photograph  by  Matthev/ Brown. 


Abstract 

This  paper  documents  the  discovery  of  a 
Sinaloa  Wren  (Thyothoms  sinaloa),  first  ob- 
served at  The  Nature  Conservancy’s  Patago- 
nia-Sonoita  Creek  Preserve  in  Santa  Cruz 
County,  Arizona  on  25  August  2008,  as  well 
as  the  subsequent  discovery  of  two  nests  on  9 
and  22  May  2009  constructed  by  the  same 
bird.  The  paper  also  reviews  the  Sinaloa 
Wren’s  habitat  and  habits,  including  the  cir- 
cumstances of  nest  construction. 

Introduction 

Over  a decade  ago,  Jones  (1998)  and  others 
ranked  Sinaloa  Wren  as  the  fourth  likeliest 
species  of  bird  to  be  added  to  the  United 
States  avifaunal  list  in  the  southern  Arizona 
and  southwestern  New  Mexico  borderlands. 


It  was  stated  to  “have  ranged  as  far  north  as  60 
miles  [96.6  km]  south  of  the  Arizona  border.” 
Since  that  time,  a study  of  important  bird  ar- 
eas in  Sonora,  Mexico  (Flesch  2008)  states 
that  “Sinaloa  Wrens  are  distributed  across  a 
much  wider  area  of  northern  and  especially 
central  Sonora  than  previously  described.”  In 
2006,  a nest  with  young  Sinaloa  Wrens  was 
found,  and  in  2007  two  singing  males  were 
studied  “northeast  of  Imuris  [...]  only  55  km 
from  Arizona”  (Flesch  2008).  This  location, 
in  a “humid  stand  of  mesquite  and  willow 
along  the  Arroyo  Cocospera,”  is  just  west  of 
the  Mexican  portion  of  the  Santa  Cruz  River 
watershed — of  which  Sonoita  Creek  is  a ma- 
jor U.  S.  tributary — and  only  approximately 
75  km  from  the  location  of  the  first  detection 
of  Sinaloa  Wren  in  Patagonia  (Figure  1). 


Field  encounters 

On  Monday,  25  August  2008,  Brown  and  Bax- 
ter were  scouting  for  a birding  tour  that  was 
scheduled  for  two  days  later.  As  the  itinerary 
included  visiting  The  Nature  Conservancy’s 
Patagonia-Sonoita  Creek  Preserve  (here- 
inafter, “TNC”  and  “the  Preserve”)  in  Santa 
Cruz  County  from  0945  until  1045  PST  (Ari- 
zona Standard  Time),  we  elected  to  do  our 
preliminary  search  at  approximately  the  same 
time  of  day,  48  hours  ahead  of  the  tour’s  visit. 
Although  the  Preserve  is  normally  closed  to 
public  access  on  Mondays  and  Tuesdays,  the 
Preserve  Manager  granted  special  permission 
for  the  visit. 

At  approximately  1005,  we  were  walking 
from  the  bridge  abutment  at  the  Railroad 
Trail’s  downstream  end,  back  toward  the 
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small  set  of  stairs  at  the  intersection  with  the 
end  of  the  Creek  Trail,  a distance  of  approxi- 
mately 58  m at  an  elevation  of  1192  m.  At 
about  mid-way  between  these  two  points,  we 
heard  a loud,  clear  song  coming  from  approx- 
imately 4 m up  in  a 30-m  Fremont  Cotton- 
wood (Populus  fremotUii)  leaning  over  Sonoita 
Creek  where  the  stream  makes  a sharp  left 
bend  before  the  abutment.  We  immediately 
realized  the  song  was  out  of  place,  but  Brown 
also  realized  it  was  familiar  from  a visit  to  San 
Bias,  Nayarit,  Mexico  in  winter  2003-2004. 
As  the  bird  sang  a slightly  longer  song  a few 
seconds  later.  Brown  realized  that  they  were 
hearing  a Sinaloa  Wren  (Thryothoms  sinaloa), 
or  possibly  the  imitation  of  one.  When  the 
bird  flew  into  a Netleaf  Hackberry  tree  (Celtis 
reticulata)  on  the  Railroad  Trail,  Brown  was 
able  to  observe  the  bird,  a wren  with  mostly 
pale  bill,  brown  crown,  and  pale  supercilium. 
At  this  point,  he  identified  the  bird  as  a 
Sinaloa  Wren. 

Brown  was  able  to  take  two  photographs 
with  a Panasonic  DMC-TZ3  digital  camera  at 
lOX  optical  zoom  (Figure  2).  Thereafter,  the 
bird  moved  upstream  and  began  a 45-minute 
advance  to  a point  approximately  330  m from 
the  site  of  first  detection  (actual  track  of  bird 
approximately  600  m).  During  this  period, 
both  Baxter  and  Brown  were  able  to  follow  its 
progress  by  its  occasional  singing,  and  each  got 
exceptional  views  in  good  light  from  as  close 
as  3 m.  Baxter  was  able  to  make  a very  recog- 
nizable recording  of  the  bird’s  song  with  a 
hand-held  digital  audio  recorder.  As  heavy 
rains  began  to  fall,  we  abandoned  our  surveil- 
lance in  order  to  begin  making  telephone  calls. 

Despite  diligent  searching,  the  bird  could 
not  be  located  later  that  day  or  on  the  two  fol- 
lowing days,  but  on  28  August,  Brown  heard 
the  wren  singing  from  small  trees  along  the 
side  of  Blue  Haven  Road  (the  spelling  is 
“Heaven”  on  most  maps),  approximately  1.5 
km  northeast  from  the  point  of  last  contact 
three  days  earlier.  The  wren  then  moved 
southwestward  during  that  and  the  next  day 
and  was  heard  and  seen  almost  exclusively 
within  an  approximately  200-m-radius  terri- 
tory over  the  next  nine  months. 

During  the  second  week  of  April  2009,  it  was 
apparent  that  the  wren’s  locus  of  activity  was 
moving  slightly  to  the  northeast,  and  on  5 May, 
Baxter  observed  the  wren  with  possible  nesting 
material  in  its  bill.  Due  to  the  bird’s  concen- 
trated activity  in  this  part  of  the  Preserve, 
Brown  and  Baxter  requested  permission  to 
search  the  property  for  a potential  Sinaloa  Wren 
nest.  Matthew  Killeen  granted  permission  on  9 
May  2009.  On  that  day,  Baxter  discovered  the 
first  nest  at  approximately  0900  (Figures  4, 10). 
After  we  observed  the  wren’s  nest-building  be- 


Figure 2.  The  only  photograph  of  the  Sinaloa  Wren  to  come  out  in  focus  from  the  day  of  its  discovery,  25  August  2008,  this  image 
shows  heavy  rectrix  molt,  but  a lack  of  white  in  the  tail,  consistent  with  Sinaloa  Wren,  is  still  evident.  Photograph  by  Matthew  Brown. 
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Figure  3.  In  this  sonagram  made  from  Baxter's  original  digital  recording  of  the  Sinaloa  Wren  on  25  August  2008,  note  that  most 
notes  are  very  near  to  pure  tones  and  that  there  is  wide  range  in  pitch.  Sonagram  by  Robin  Baxter. 


havior  over  the  next  week,  it  became  apparent 
that  as  the  nest  approached  presumed  comple- 
tion, the  wren  exhibited  similar  behaviors  in  a 
small  area  concentrated  approximately  60  m to 
the  southeast  of  the  known  nest.  A subsequent 
search  of  this  area  on  22  May  2009  by  Brown 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  second  nest. 

In  addition  to  the  figures  reproduced  herein 
(Figures  4,  6-9),  several  segments  of  video  have 
been  posted  via  the  Internet  which  shows  nest 
visits  and  singing  and  foraging  behavior  (e.g., 
<http://www.  you  tube,  com/watch  ?v  = 
xiDYU6WX0N4>  and  <http://www.youtube. 
com/watch?  v=HBGC9seMErc>). 

Identification 

During  the  45-minute  period  of  intermittent 
observation  following  the  initial  discovery, 
both  Brown  and  Baxter  were  able  to  note 
many  of  the  diagnostic  characteristics  for 


Sinaloa  Wren,  even  though  the  bird  appeared 
to  be  in  worn  plumage  and  in  molt  of  the  rec- 
trices.  Carolina  Wren  (I  ludoviciaims),  the 
most  similar  species  found  north  of  Mexico, 
was  eliminated  based  on  the  bird’s  smaller 
size,  by  its  shorter,  less  decurved  bill,  and  by 
the  absence  of  strong  buffy  tones  on  the 
breast,  flanks,  and  belly.  Happy  Wren  (T.felix) 
was  also  easily  eliminated,  as  the  bird  lacked 
that  species’  extensive  buffy  underparts  and 
bold  facial  streaking.  Other  important  aspects 
of  the  bird’s  plumage  that  indicated  Sinaloa 
Wren  included:  a whitish  vent  with  distinct, 
narrow  black  bars;  dark  barring  on  its  flight 
feathers;  and  reddish-brown  coloration  most 
intense  at  the  base  of  the  tail  and  on  the  up- 
per tail  coverts.  Other  species  of  Tliiyothonis 
found  in  Mexico,  which  are  considered  much 
less  likely  to  visit  the  United  States  than 
Happy  Wren— such  as  Plain  (I  inodestus), 
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Figure  S.  Loud,  persistent  singing  by  the  Sinaloa  Wren  has  been  the  main  reason  this  indi- 
vidual is  believed  to  be  male;  female  song  is  typically  less  vigorous,  varied,  and  loud.  Pho- 
tographs and  video  reveal  that  the  streaky  feather  tracts  at  the  sides  of  the  throat  are 
opened  during  song.  Image  taken  11  May  2009.  Photograph  by  Matthew  Brown. 


Rufous-and-white  (I  mfalbus).  and  White- 
browed  (I  [ludovicianus]  albmucha) — can  be 
ruled  out  by  similar  sets  of  features.  The  lo- 
cally common  Bewicks  Wren  (Thiyomanes  be- 
wickii)  was  eliminated  from  consideration  by 
that  species’  proportionately  smaller  head, 
thinner  bill,  longer,  narrower  tail  (with  white 
tail-corners),  and  colder  brown  coloration  to 
the  back,  tail,  and  especially  the  base  of  the 
tail  itself  and  the  upper  tail  coverts. 

Identification  of  the  bird  was  not  in  ques- 
tion, however,  owing  to  its  distinctive  song. 
The  songs  of  Sinaloa  Wren  and  Happy  Wren 
were  once  thought  to  be  “impossible  to  dis- 
criminate between  [...]  by  listening  to  their 
songs  in  the  field”  (Grant  1966),  but  further 
study  found  that  “song  structure,  bout  pat- 
terning, and  other  aspects  of  singing  behavior 
are  widely  divergent  between  the  two  species” 
(Brown  and  Lemon  1979).  While  in  San  Bias, 
Nayarit,  Mexico  between  30  December  2003 
and  2 January  2004,  Brown  was  able  to  dis- 
tinguish between  and  identify  both  species 


consistently  by  calls  and 
songs.  The  songs  of  male 
Sinaloa  Wrens  are  loud, 
piercing,  resonant,  and  re- 
peat many  distinctive 
phrases  and  trills.  Those  of 
male  Happy  Wrens  are  thin- 
ner and  quieter,  comprise 
fewer  syllables,  have  less 
repetition  and  variety,  and 
lack  trills.  When  heard  well, 
both  species’  songs  are  diag- 
nostic. With  visual  confir- 
mation— that  is,  with 
documentation  that  the 
song  is  not  being  sung  by  a 
mimic — the  specific  identi- 
fication by  vocalization  is 
straightforward. 

Sinaloa  Wren,  formerly 
known  as  Bar-vented  Wren 
(Peterson  and  Chalif  1973), 
has  been  divided  into  three 
subspecies  (Brewer  2001); 
Thryothoms  sinaloa  russeus, 
“Russet  Wren,”  found  far- 
thest south,  in  central  Guer- 
rero; T.  s.  sinaloa,  found  in 
western  Mexico  from  Col- 
ima, Michoacm,  and  west- 
ern Durango  north  to  central 
Sinaloa;  and  the  northern- 
most, T.  s.  cinereus,  “Ashy 
Wren,”  found  in  northwest- 
ern Mexico  from  northern 
Sinaloa  and  western  Chi- 
huahua northward  to  north- 
eastern and  north-central 
Sonora  (Flesch  2008). 

Photographs  of  the  Arizona  wren  appear  to 
indicate  the  expected  northwestern  Mexican 
subspecies  cinereus,  which  is  said  to  be  “de- 
cidedly paler  and  grayer”  than  the  nominate 
subspecies  (Brewer  2001).  Brewster  (1889) 
noted  that  his  24  specimens — taken  near 
Alamos,  Sonora,  and  Hacienda  de  San  Rafael, 
Chihuahua  in  1888 — were,  apart  from  being 
“without  exception  [...]  considerably  duller 
and  grayer”  on  the  sides  and  flanks,  consis- 
tently distinct  in  bill  coloration  from  all  seven 
available  specimens  of  T.  s.  sinaloa,  which 
were  taken  in  Sinaloa  and  Colima  and  in- 
cluded Baird’s  type  specimen.  The  seven 
southern  specimens  all  had  “the  upper 
mandible  scarcely  darker  than  the  lower  and 
of  a very  light  horn  color,”  whereas  in  the  24 
northern  specimens,  “without  a single  excep- 
tion, it  is  very  dark  slaty  horn  color  in  sharp 
contrast  to  the  flesh-colored  under  mandible.” 
The  Patagonia  Sinaloa  Wren  had  a decidedly 
dark  nasal  region,  culmen,  and  tip  to  the  max- 


illa (Figure  1;  easily  described  as  “very  dark 
slaty  horn”);  although  the  maxilla  is  pale 
along  the  middle  of  the  tomium,  its  darkness 
still  contrasts  strongly  with  the  mandible. 
From  the  side,  the  bill  appears  mostly  pale 
with  a dark  base  and  ridge;  but  from  any  other 
vantage,  the  bill  appears  mostly  dark  above. 
Even  without  photographs  of  nominate 
sinaloa  for  direct  comparison,  our  photo- 
graphs and  video  show  this  individual  in  fresh 
plumage  to  be  decidedly  dull  and  gray  on  the 
underparts,  with  minimal  brownish-buff  tones 
to  the  lower  sides  and  flanks.  Plumage  tones, 
along  with  the  darker  maxilla,  provide  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  subspecific  identifica- 
tion of  this  individual  as  Thryothoms  sinaloa 
cinereus.  Twenty  recordings  of  Sinaloa  Wren  at 
The  Macaulay  Library  of  Natural  Sounds 
(<http://macaulaylibrary.org/index.do>)  show  a 
decrease  in  syllables  per  second  and  an  in- 
crease in  richness  and  pure  tone  from  south  to 
north,  such  that  the  northernmost  recordings 
sound  most  like  the  Patagonia  individual. 

Discussion 

The  Arizona  wren  was  thought  to  be  male  due 
to  the  amplitude,  number,  and  variety  of 
songs,  as  well  as  the  persistent  and  habitual 
nature  of  the  singing  itself  (Figure  5).  Brown 
and  Lemon  (1979)  state  that,  although  the  fe- 
male does  sing,  the  song  “resembles  that  of 
the  male  in  syllable  shapes,  but  is  shorter, 
simpler,  and  much  lower  in  amplitude.”  They 
also  assert  that  “female  songs  have  a rather 
muted  quality  and  lack  the  clearly  whistled 
notes  of  the  males’  song”  and  that  “female 
songs  are  uncommon  and  their  function  is 
not  clear.”  The  Patagonia  individual  sang  con- 
sistently during  most  daylight  hours  from  the 
date  of  its  discovery  until  mid-October,  when 
singing  decreased  markedly.  Individuals  in 
Sonora  are  said  to  “sing  loudly  and  emphati- 
cally from  March  into  October”  (Russell  and 
Monson  1998).  During  the  shorter  days  and 
colder  nights  through  November,  the  wren 
was  much  less  vocal:  song-phrases  disap- 
peared, and  the  only  tonal  syllable  detected 
was  an  occasional,  loudly  whistled  peer  or 
pew  note,  often  repeated  several  times. 

The  most  frequently  heard  vocalization 
during  the  winter  months  was  a dry  rattle-call, 
dubbed  by  observers  the  “ratchet-call”  due  to 
its  similarity  to  the  sound  made  by  spinning  a 
small  ratchet  handle  one  revolution  around  its 
socket-mount.  This  toneless  scold-type  call  re- 
calls that  of  House  Wren  but  is  discernably 
different,  having  the  elements  more  widely 
spaced  in  time  (slower,  less  huzzy)  and  main- 
taining an  upward  or  even  inflection.  The 
ratchet-call  was  less  similar  to  the  even  faster, 
shorter,  and  usually  downward-inflected  scold 
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Figures  6-9.  Nest  material  used  by  the  Sinaloa  Wren  included  long,  dry  grasses  for  the  exterior;  shorter,  fine-but-stiff  stems  for  the  intricately  woven  interior  surface;  and  a variety  of  arthropod  webs  and 
cocoons,  sometimes  brought  wet,  which  were  presumed  to  increase  structural  integrity.  Figure  6 taken  22  May  2009.  Figures  7 and  8 taken  1 3 May  2009.  Figure  9 taken  1 1 May  2009.  Photographs  by 
Matthew  Brown. 


of  Bewicks  Wren.  Though  vocalizing  began 
around  first  daylight  throughout  the  wren's 
presence,  vocalizations  in  late  fall,  winter,  and 
early  spring  often  ceased  within  an  hour  or 
two  of  sunrise.  This  lack  of  singing  from  Oc- 
tober until  April  in  northern  Mexico  would 
seem  to  make  a strong  argument  against  the 
species’  use  as  a cage-bird  in  that  area.  As  day- 
light hours  increased  by  early  April,  song- 
phrases  began  re-appearing  in  the  wren’s 
vocabulary,  becoming  more  complex,  variable, 
and  loud  by  the  middle  of  the  month.  By  the 
beginning  of  May,  the  wren  was  singing  loud, 
frequent,  varied  songs  again,  for  longer  and 
longer  into  the  day.  As  songs  re-emerged  and 
lengthened,  the  singing  period  became  pro- 
tracted to  the  point  that,  from  mid-May  to 
early  June,  the  wren  merely  slowed  down  its 
songs-per-minute  rate  in  the  mid-day. 

At  the  time  of  discovery,  both  nests  were 
fully  enclosed  except  for  the  entrance  holes, 
and  both  appeared  to  have  nearly  complete  ex- 
teriors. Each  nest  was  a slightly  elongated 
spherical  shape  with  a tubular  entrance  tunnel 


at  the  top,  similar  in  shape  to  a short-  and 
wide-necked  laboratory  retort,  and  about  25 
cm  tall  X 15  cm  wide  x 15  cm  deep.  Con- 
structed entirely  of  dried  grasses  and  other 
dead  plant-material  on  the  exterior,  they  were 
nearly  identical  in  size,  shape,  construction, 
and  orientation.  Both  nests  were  constructed  in 
such  a way  that  the  brood-chamber  hung  on 
one  side  of  a narrow  branch  while  the  entrance- 
tube  draped  over  the  branch,  securing  the  nest 
and  opening  about  halfway  down  the  side.  The 
shape  allowed  the  bird  to  enter  the  tube  from 
below,  climb  over  the  branch  from  inside  the 
tunnel,  and  drop  into  the  purse-shaped  cham- 
ber. Each  nest  also  had  a long  beard  of  dried 
grass-stems  hanging  to  0.5  m from  the  opening, 
which  was  occasionally  used  as  a perch  imme- 
diately prior  to  or  after  a visit. 

Constructed  at  almost  equal  elevations  of 
approximately  1215  m,  both  nests  (Figures 
10-12)  were  oriented  such  that  the  openings 
faced  to  the  northeast,  and  although  they 
were  each  situated  so  that  they  were  shaded 
from  morning  sun,  they  both  had  large  open- 


ings in  the  canopy  above  them  that  allowed 
direct,  midday  sunlight  to  reach  them.  The 
distance  to  water  from  nest  #1  was  20  m, 
while  nest  #2  hung  almost  directly  over  a nar- 
row slough  with  slowly  flowing  surface  water. 
Neither  nest  was  beside  the  actual  main 
stream  channel.  Nest  #1  was  positioned  3.45 
m off  the  ground  in  a 4.7-m  Mexican  Elder 
tree  (Sambucus  mexicana),  33  cm  from  the  0.7 
cm  tip  of  an  arching  1.5-m  branch.  The  clos- 
est large  tree  was  a 22-m  Velvet  Ash  (Fraximis 
vehuina)  with  a 56-cm  trunk,  which  stood  3.2 
m away  from  the  nest.  A 13-m  Goodding  Wil- 
low (Salix  gooddingii)  with  a 23-cm  trunk  was 
4.9  m away,  and  two  small  Arizona  Walnuts 
Quglans  major) — one  7.6  m tall,  the  other  5.5 
m,  were  3.2  and  2.4  m from  the  nest,  respec- 
tively. A small  stand  of  6-m  Mexican  Bamboo 
{Anmdo  donax)  was  10.7  m away.  The  most 
common  understory  plants  were  currant 
(Ribes  sp.),  Poison  Hemlock  (Conium  macida- 
tum).  Myrtle  (Vinca  major),  and  mustard 
(Cruciferae  family). 

Nest  #2  hung  5.7  m off  the  ground  in  a 
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Figure  10.  Nest  #1  vras  situated  about  3.5  m up  irt  this  small  Mexican  Eider.  Other  nearby 
trees  irrdiide  Velvet  Ash,  Fremont  Cottonwood,  Arizona  Cyprus,  Netieaf  Hackberry,  One- 
seed  Juniper,  Velvet  Mesquite,  Arizona  Walnut,  Bonpiand  Willow,  and  Goodding  Willow, 
(mage  taken  8 May  2009.  Photograph  by  Matthew  Brown. 


Figure  11.  View  of  TNC  property  from  the  "Cut-bank"  on  Blue  Haven  Road,  the  area  where 
most  of  the  Sinaloa  Wren’s  foraging  takes  place  in  the  non-breeding  season.  The  wren 
spends  much  time  in  the  middle  ground,  and  both  nests  are  in  the  far  distance  at  upper 
left.  Image  taken  18  April  2009.  Photograph  by  Matthew  Brown. 


16.75-m  Netieaf  Hackberry  with  a 23-cm 
trunk,  which  was  rooted  0.25  m above  the 
bottom  of  a 2.5-m  railroad  berm.  The  nest  was 
3 m out  on  a 4.5-m  branch,  near  a sub-termi- 
nal fork,  hanging  directly  over  the  bottom 
edge  of  the  berm.  Understory  plants  included 
currant.  Poison  Hemlock,  Velvet  Ash,  and  Ari- 
zona Walnut  saplings  to  4 m,  watercress  (Ror- 
ippa  sp.),  grasses,  and  sedges.  The  nearest 
large  tree  was  a 25-m  Fremont  Cottonwood, 
although  small  to  medium  Velvet  Ash,  Ari- 
zona Walnut,  Netieaf  Hackberry,  Goodding 
Willow,  Bonpiand  Willow  (Salix  bonplandii), 
and  Velvet  Mesquite  (Pwsopis  velutina)  were 
all  within  10  m of  the  nest.  The  two  nests  were 
53  m apart  from  each  other,  in  a northeast- 
southwest  transect.  Interestingly,  no  Netieaf 
Hackberry  trees  were  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  nest  #1,  which  was  in  a Mexican  Elder, 
and  no  Mexican  Elders  were  immediately  near 
to  nest  #2,  which  was  in  a Hackberry. 


While  monitoring  nest- 
construction,  both  Brown 
and  Baxter  observed  the 
wren  enter  with  small  quan- 
tities of  a wet,  white  material 
(Figure  8).  Upon  examining 
the  nest  more  closely  after 
abandonment,  it  was  discov- 
ered that  the  wren  used  wet 
silken  insect  puparia,  like 
those  made  by  many  small 
species  of  moth  larvae,  in 
the  structural  fortification  of 
the  brood  chamber  and  en- 
trance tube.  Many  species  of 
moth  larvae,  upon  comple- 
tion of  their  cocoons’  exteri- 
ors, inject  an  intestinal  fluid, 
which  meshes  with  the  silk 
and  infuses  a starchy  stiff- 
ness, when  dried,  for  added 
protection.  By  removing  dis- 
used puparia  and  rewetting 
them,  the  wren  could  effec- 
tively create  patches  of 
bonding  material  that,  when 
dried,  afford  superior  adhe- 
sion and  rigidity.  Many  web- 
worm  and  tent-caterpillar 
species  form  larval  colonies 
in  the  larger  riparian  trees 
along  Sonoita  Creek,  each 
individual  creating  its  own 
silk  puparium  before  reach- 
ing adulthood.  It  may  be 
that  a large  population  of  co- 
coon-building larvae  is 
preferable  in  a nesting  terri- 
tory to  provide  the  wren 
with  a sufficient  supply  of 
this  plastering  material.  In  this  case,  a nearby 
and  dependable  source  of  water  would  be 
preferable,  as  well. 

It  would  seem  the  most  likely  time  to  find 
a male  Sinaloa  Wren  in  suitable  habitat  would 
be  during  the  intense  nest-building  and  more 
vocally  demonstrative  period  from  late  April 
to  late  July,  and  within  the  first  two  to  three 
hours  of  daylight.  During  this  time  of  con- 
centrated activity,  the  Arizona  wren  would 
sing  as  often  as  200  times  per  hour  and  visit 
his  nest  an  average  of  every  two  minutes  or 
less.  The  majority  of  foraging,  nest-material 
gathering,  and  singing  was  done  within  a ra- 
dius of  approximately  50  m from  the  nest, 
and  from  ground-level  to  10  m up  in  trees,  al- 
though occasionally  the  wren  would  pursue 
these  activities  up  to  200  m away.  The  bird’s 
voice,  in  full  volume  and  from  an  exposed  po- 
sition, carried  for  at  least  150  m on  a calm 
morning  in  dense,  riparian  cover  and  would 


create,  in  effect,  a zone  of  at  least  a few  acres 
in  size  within  which  an  active,  nest-building 
male  should  be  easily  detectable. 

For  those  seeking  the  species,  a search  im- 
age for  Sinaloa  Wren  would  be  quite  different 
from  that  for  Bewick’s  Wren  (Figure  13). 
Sinaloa  Wren  has  a larger  bill  and  head  than 
Bewick’s,  with  a plumper  body  and  relatively 
shorter  tail,  more  similar  to  a smaller-scale 
Carolina  Wren,  for  instance.  The  overall  up- 
perpart  coloration  is  much  warmer  brown  in 
Sinaloa,  especially  in  the  base  of  the  tail  and 
the  upper  tail  coverts.  When  foraging,  Sinaloa 
Wren’s  movements  appear  more  deliberate, 
less  frenetic  than  Bewick’s,  with  none  of  the 
wing  and  tail  flicking  of  the  latter.  It  spends 
the  majority  of  its  time  exploring  the  bark 
and  limb  crevices  of  medium-sized  trees  in 
spring  and  summer,  in  much  the  same  man- 
ner as  a nuthatch  (Sitta  sp.)  and  as  high  up  as 
10  m,  but  it  stays  much  closer  to  the  ground 
in  fall  and  winter  while  mainly  searching  leaf- 
litter  and  blow-down  piles. 

Conclusions 

Because  the  wren  moved  upstream  0.33  km  in 
the  first  45  minutes  of  detection  on  25  Au- 
gust, was  found  1.5  km  farther  upstream  on 
28  August,  and  immediately  thereafter  settled 
into  a small,  long-term  territory,  we  believe 
that  it  had  only  recently  arrived  in  the  area. 

Russell  and  Monson  (1998)  “failed  to  find 
evidence  of  nesting  [in  Sinaloa  Wren]  in  May 
of  1988,  a particularly  dry  year,  which  would 
suggest  that  there  may  be  some  dependency 
upon  rainfall.”  In  early  August  2008,  a line  of 
strong  thunderstorms  coming  up  the  western 
part  of  mainland  Mexico  ahead  of  Tropical 
Storm  Julio  began  dropping  significant  rainfall 
on  the  Santa  Cruz  River  and  other  watersheds 
south  of  the  Mexican  border.  At  this  time, 
when  much  rainfall  had  already  accumulated, 
many  pairs  of  Sinaloa  Wren  would  presumably 
have  already  bred  successfully.  Historic  rainfall 
maps  at  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce’s 
Hydrometeorological  Prediction  Center’s  Daily 
Weather  Maps  website  (U.  S.  Department  of 
Commerce  2009)  and  HAMweather.com 
(2009)  show  that  well  before  Julio  became  a 
tropical  depression  on  23  August  and  tracked 
up  the  Baja  California  peninsula,  rain  began 
falling  in  north-central  Mexico  by  31  July 
2008.  As  the  storm  dissipated  on  the  morning 
of  26  August,  becoming  a tropical  depression 
again  and  moving  out  to  sea,  rain  had  fallen 
south  of  Nogales,  Arizona  every  day  through- 
out the  month.  Some  of  these  storms  were  vis- 
ible from  U.  S.  soil  but  did  not  drop  rain  there, 
instead  sending  the  Santa  Cruz  rushing  north- 
ward across  the  border  where  there  had  been 
no  recent  river-flow.  A possible  scenario,  con- 
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Figure  12.  Nest  #2  from  the  side.  The  wren  is  at  the  downward-facing  entrance  hole 
on  the  right,  and  will  climb  o¥er  the  branch  from  inside,  counter-clockwise  from  this 
point  of  view,  and  down  into  the  purse-shaped  brood-chamber  on  the  left.  The  nest 
resembles  a giant,  woven  snail  shell.  Image  taken  22  May  2009.  Photograph  by 


Matthew  Brawn. 


Figure  13.  Most  photographs  shew  the  Sinaloa  Wren  to  be  a thick-  and  pale-billed, 
large-headed,  plump-bodied,  and  relatively  short-tailed  wren.  That  search  image  con- 
trasts with  those  for  locally  common  wren  species  and  is  closer  to  locally  accidental 
Carolina  Wren.  Image  taken  22  May  2009.  Photograph  by  Matthew  Brown. 


sidering  the  Patagonia  bird’s  excellence  at  song 
and  nest-building,  is  that  vigorous,  experi- 
enced males,  birds  that  are  currently  unpaired 
for  whatever  reason,  venture  forth  beyond 
known  realms  late  in  the  breeding  season  to 
look  for  potential  future  breeding  sites  in  wet 
years  with  strong,  late  storms. 

The  Santa  Cruz  River  has  numerous  peren- 
nially flowing  stretches,  wet  confluences, 
springs,  and  seeps,  but  it  appears  above 
ground  in  its  entirety  only  rarely — usually  in 
July  and  August.  Its  subterranean  flow  and 
dependent  corridor  of  riparian  vegetation  re- 
semble a backwards  “J,”  beginning  in  the 
Canelo  Hills  of  Santa  Cruz  County  and  flow- 
ing southward  through  the  San  Rafael  grass- 
lands to  the  Mexican  border  east  of  the 
Patagonia  Mountains.  The  cottonwood-wil- 
low riparian  forest  and  flood-plain  agriculture 
along  the  bend  penetrate  over  20  km  into 
Mexico,  over  a 110-km  course,  before  the 
river  crosses  back  into  the  United  States  8 km 
east  of  Nogales,  Arizona.  The  river’s  water- 


shed, however,  extends  40  km 
south  of  the  United  States  and 
along  its  southern  boundary 
divides  with  south-flowing 
canyons  that  extend  dozens  of 
kilometers  farther  into  Mex- 
ico. North  of  the  border,  the 
watershed  extends  almost  200 
km  into  the  United  States.  Af- 
ter the  river  courses  north- 
westward from  Nogales, 
Arizona  at  the  border,  it  is 
joined  from  the  east  by 
Sonoita  Creek  12  km  north  of 
Mexico.  It  then  tracks  gener- 
ally northward  through  Tuc- 
son, where  its  riparian  effects 
dissipate  in  an  area  known  as 
“The  Santa  Cruz  Flats.”  North 
of  the  border  and  south  of 
Tucson,  the  Santa  Cruz  water- 
shed includes  such  well- 
known  birding  areas  as  the 
San  Rafael  Valley,  The  Patago- 
nia-Sonoita  Creek  Preserve, 
Patagonia  Roadside  Rest,  the 
Circle-Z  Ranch,  Patagonia 
Lake  State  Park,  Patagonia 
State  Natural  Area,  Kino 
Springs,  DeAnza  Historic 
Trail,  Montosa  Canyon, 
Madera  Canyon,  Florida 
Canyon,  and  large  portions  of 
the  Atascosa  Mountains  and 
Tumacacori  Highlands.  In  ad- 
dition to  many  rarities  from 
the  south,  the  region  has  pro- 
duced eight  prior  records  of 
Mexican  birds  that  were  new  to  the  United 
States  since  1958:  Rufous-backed  Robin  {Tar- 
dus mfopalliatus',  Nogales,  1960),  Berylline 
Hummingbird  (AmazUia  beryllina;  Madera 
Canyon  1964),  Plain-capped  Starthroat  (He- 
liomaster constantii;  Nogales,  1969),  Black- 
capped  Gnatcatcher  (Polioptila  nigriceps; 
Sonoita  Creek  1971),  Yellow  Grosbeak 
(Pheucticus  chrysopeplus:  Patagonia,  1971), 
Blue  Mockingbird  (Melanotis  caerulescensi 
Patagonia,  1991),  Cinnamon  Hummingbird 
(Amazilia  rufila;  Patagonia,  1992),  and  Nut- 
ting’s Flycatcher  (Myiarchus  nuttingi;  Patago- 
nia Lake,  1997).  Given  the  clear  corridor  to 
the  Mexican  avifauna  that  the  Santa  Cruz  wa- 
tershed represents,  it  is  likely  that  other 
northward-expanding  species  will  appear  in 
this  part  of  the  United  States  in  the  future. 
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Figure  1 . Active  shrimp  trawler  off  Drake  Bay,  Costa  Rica,  1 7 November  2008.  The  Black-vented  Shearwater  was  noted  in  the  vicinity  of  this  vessel.  Photograph  by  Brian  L Sullivan. 


Abstract 

This  article  documents  the  hrst  record  of  Black- 
vented  Shearwater  (Piiffinus  opistbomelas)  for 
Costa  Rica  near  Drake  Bay  on  17  November 
2008,  also  apparently  the  first  photographic 
record  of  the  species  for  Central  America. 

Introduction 

On  17  November  2008,  1 photographed  a 
Black-vented  Shearwater  (Piiffimis  opisthome- 
las)  roughly  8 kilometers  northwest  of  Drake 
Bay,  Costa  Rica  (8°  42'  28.01"  N,  83°  45' 
49.29"  W)  en  route  to  Isla  del  Cano.  Stiles 
and  Skutch  (1988)  mention  unsubstantiated 


reports  of  this  species  from  the  general  area  of 
Isla  del  Coco;  however,  there  is  no  previously 
documented  record  for  Costa  Rica  and  no 
published  photographic  record  for  Central 
America.  This  record  constitutes  the  south- 
ernmost verified  record  for  the  species,  which 
has  been  documented  off  southern  Mexico 
regularly  only  in  recent  times. 

Field  encounter 

On  the  morning  of  17  November  2008,  a 
group  of  tourists  headed  from  Drake  Bay  to 
Isla  del  Cano  for  an  all-day  diving  expedition. 
On  board  were  just  two  birders:  our  guide, 


Gustavo  Gutierrez,  and  myself.  A strong 
squall  pressed  in  from  the  west,  completely 
obscuring  Isla  del  Cano,  only  19  kilometers 
distant.  Ahead  of  the  squall,  we  found  20 
Brown  Boobies  (Sula  leucogaster)  and  one 
Red-footed  Booby  (S.  sula)  feeding  over  a 
group  of  Pantropical  Spotted  Dolphins 
iStenella  attenuata).  About  8 kilometers  off- 
shore, we  encountered  a shrimp  trawler  (Fig- 
ure 1)  that  had  about  70  Brown  Boobies,  a 
Red-footed  Booby,  and  30  Magnificent 
Frigatebirds  (Fregata  magnificens)  associated 
with  it.  We  approached  the  vessel  so  that  I 
could  photograph  the  birds  around  it.  Among 
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Fi|ure  2.  Black-vented  Shearwater,  ventral  view.  The  white  underparts  and  underwing  coverts  contrast  with  blackish-brown  under- 
tai!  coverts,  flight  feathers,  and  axillary  bar.  In  the  similar  Manx  Shearwater,  undertail  coverts  are  white.  All  photographs  in  Figures 
24  were  taken  about  § kilometers  off  Drake  Bay,  Casta  Rica,  1 7 November  2088.  Photograph  by  Brian  L Sullivan. 


these  bircis,  I noted  a small  black-and-white 
shearwater  approaching  the  trawler  from  the 
stem.  Surprised  to  see  a shearwater  at  all,  I 
called  to  Gustavo  to  “get  on  this  shearwater.” 
I thought  the  bird  would  prove  to  be  the  ex- 
pected Galapagos  Shearwater  (Puffinus  sub- 
alaris,  formerly  considered  a subspecies  of 
Audubon’s  Shearwater,  P.  Iherminieri)  but  was 
surprised  to  note  several  field  marks  that  did 
not  indicate  that  species.  We  watched  the  bird 
for  several  minutes  as  it  fed  on  scraps  behind 
the  boat,  and  over  the  course  of  the  next  five 
minutes  I was  able  to  photograph  the  bird 
(Figures  2-6).  The  remainder  of  the  crossing 
was  marred  by  rain  and  wind,  which  may 
have  conspired  to  bring  more  pelagic  birds 
nearshore  than  is  typical  for  the  region.  Oth- 
er species  of  note  were  one  Black  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodroma  [Halocyptena]  melania),  two 
Least  Storm-Petrels  (0.  microsoma),  and  six 
Sabine’s  Gulls  (Xema  sabini). 

Description 

The  Costa  Rican  shearwater  was  immediately 
recognizable  as  a member  of  the  “small  black- 
and-white  shearwater”  group  by  virtue  of  its 
slim  build,  relatively  short  wings,  quick  wing- 
beats,  and  general  plumage  pattern.  The  up- 
perparts  were  brownish  black  overall,  darkest 
posteriorly,  with  the  ramp  appearing  nearly 
black  and  lacking  white  flank  patches.  The 
underparts  were  white,  with  blackish  under- 
tail coverts  and  flight  feathers.  The  under- 


wing coverts  were  white,  with  the  dark  edges 
of  axillaries  creating  a notable  dark,  diagonal 
bar  extending  from  the  base  of  the  wing  at  its 
trailing  edge  to  the  mid-patagium  (here  called 


dark,  and  the  toes  projected  just  barely  past 
the  tail  tip.  The  feet  and  legs  were  pinkish- 
blue.  The  head  was  strikingly  whitish  and  was 
clearly  worn  and  faded,  especially  about  the 
nape  and  below  the  eye,  imparting  an  overall 
pale-headed  appearance.  The  head  shape  was 
notably  blocky  large  with  a sloping  forehead 
and  flat  crown,  peaked  just  in  front  of  the  eye, 
reminiscent  of  Sooty  Shearwater.  The  grayish 
bill  was  long  and  thick  for  a member  of  this 
group.  The  left  wing  was  missing  several  pri- 
maries, but  this  appeared  to  be  feather  loss  in- 
stead of  molt,  inasmuch  as  it  was  asynchro- 
nous with  the  right  wing,  which  appeared  to 
be  molt-free.  I could  see  no  evidence  of  feath- 
er replacement  in  the  flight  feathers  or  upper- 
wing coverts,  which  suggests  that  the  bird 
may  have  been  a worn  juvenile. 

Discussion 

Several  taxa  were  considered  before  this  bird 
was  identified.  A suite  of  white-vented  species 
was  ruled  out  immediately  due  to  the  bird’s 
black  undertail  coverts,  among  them  Manx 
Shearwater  (Puffinus  puffinus).  Galapagos 
Shearwater  and  Townsend’s  Shearwater  (P  au- 
ricularis)  were  ruled  out  based  on  several  fea- 
tures. Both  are  smaller  and  more  delicately 
built,  with  shorter  wings  and  shorter,  slimmer 
bills.  Their  head  shapes  are  likewise  more  del- 
icate, with  the  smaller  head  lacking  the 
strongly  sloped  forehead  and  thus  imparting  a 
more  dovelike  appearance  (Figure  8).  The 


an  “axillary  bar”).  The  tail  was  short  and 


Figure  3.  Black-vented  Shearwater,  dorsal  view,  showing  yniform  brownish  upperwing  and  lack  of  white  feathers  in  the  side  of  the 
rump  (or  flank  patches).  The  strikingly  vrhitish  head  indicates  fading  and  wear  of  feathers.  The  blocky  head  recalls  that  of  Sooty 
Shearwater,  with  sloping  forehead  and  flat  crown.  The  bill  is  rather  long  and  heavy  for  a member  of  the"small  black-and-white 
shearwaters"  group.  Both  Galapagos  and  Townsend’s  Shearwaters  are  more  lightly  built,  with  smaller  bills  and  more  delicate-looking 
heads,  and  the  latter  species  shows  white  flank  patches.  Photograph  by  Brian  1.  Sullivan. 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  2 


203 


FIRST  DOCUMENTED  RECORD  OF  BLACK-VENTED  SHEARWATER  FOR  COSTA  RICA 


Figure  4.  Black-vented  Shearwater,  ventral  view  showing  dark  axillary  edges  and  pale  pinkish-blue  toes. 
Photograph  by  Brian  L Sullivan. 


underwing  pattern  shown  by  the  Costa  Rican 
shearwater  is  not  typical  of  Galapagos  but  is 
typical  of  Black-vented.  Plumages  of  Galapa- 
gos and  Townsend’s  Shearwaters  show  strong 
contrasts,  black  above  with  strong  demarca- 
tion between  the  black  and  white,  especially 
on  the  face.  Black-vented  is  browner  above, 
lacking  strong  facial  contrast.  Townsend’s  has 
white  flank  patches  that  extend  up  onto  the 
sides  of  the  rump,  a feature  not  shown  by  the 
Costa  Rican  bird. 

Several  observers  who  viewed  the  images 
of  the  shearwater  raised  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  bird’s  pale  head  could  be  attrib- 
uted to  leucism.  However,  given  the  tropical 
latitude  where  this  bird  was  found,  it  seems 
far  more  likely  that  bleaching  by  strong  sun- 
light, along  with  wear,  produced  its  white- 
headed  appearance.  In  late  September  in  the 
northern  Sea  of  Cortez,  1 have  photographed 
Black-vented  Shearwaters  whose  heads  ap- 
proach this  appearance,  and  several  Black- 
venteds  photographed  off  Oaxaca,  Mexico  in 
January  2004  (Andersen  and  Hosner  2004) 
and  December  2008  (S.  N.  G.  Howell,  pers. 
comm.;  Figures  7,  8)  are  similarly  pale-head- 
ed. It  seems  plausible  that  the  brown-headed 
Black-vented  Shearwater  is  more  prone  to  ex- 
treme plumage  bleaching  than  its  black- 
headed congeners,  perhaps  like  the  extent  of 
bleaching  typically  seen  on  Black-footed  Al- 
batrosses (Plwebastria  nigripes)  in  August 
and  September. 

Black-vented  Shearwaters  breed  on  islands 
off  the  western  Baja  California  Peninsula  of 
Mexico  disperse  northward  and  southward  af- 


ter breeding.  Most  move  northward,  follow- 
ing the  warm  water  Davidson  Current,  reach- 
ing central  California  in  typical  years.  Men- 
tion of  the  species  south  of  the  Baja  California 
Peninsula  is  very  scant  in  the  literature  prior 
to  the  current  century.  Bourne  and  Dixon 
(1975),  while  noting  that  most  at-sea  sight 
records  of  “small  black-and-white”  shearwa- 


ters are  problematic,  indicate  that  Captain  P. 
W.  G.  Chilman  identified  288  shearwaters  as 
Black-vented  at  13.25°  N,  89.75°  W on  21 
January  1971  and  hve  more  at  12.25°  N, 
89.25°  W on  23  January  1971.  These  loca- 
tions lie  roughly  650  kilometers  off  the  coast 
of  Nicaragua.  Also  included  in  that  summary, 
Captain  K.  Salwegter  reported  Black-vented 
Shearwaters  “daily  between  9.25°  N,  88°  W 
and  15°  N,  111.25°  W during  24-28  June 
1970”  (Bourne  and  Dixon  1975);  these  loca- 
tions range  from  about  320  kilometers  off  the 
Nicaraguan  coast  to  8680  kilometers  west  of 
the  southernmost  part  of  Chiapas,  Mexico, 
near  the  Guatemalan  border.  Reports  of 
Black-vented  from  far  offshore  such  as  this 
may  be  rightly  questioned,  particularly  be- 
cause it  is  believed  to  be  an  inshore  species, 
but  also  because  identification  of  small  Puffi- 
nus  was  so  poorly  understood  in  the  1970s. 

In  more  recent  times,  the  species  has  been 
documented  off  the  Mexican  states  of  Colima 
(Howell  and  Webb  1995)  and  Oaxaca,  with 
unpublished  observations  off  Puerto  Angel, 
Oaxaca  extending  back  to  January/February 
1983  (S.  N.  G.  Howell,  R Pyle,  pers.  comm.) 
and  recent  counts  as  high  as  300-500  per  day 
14-18  December  2008  (S.  N.  G.  Howell,  pers. 
comm.).  A review  of  Black-vented  Shearwater 
records  from  NOAA  research  cruises  off  Cen- 
tral America  (Panama  to  Mexico)  revealed 
multiple  sightings  from  the  nearshore  waters 
off  the  Mexican  state  of  Guererro  (M.  Force, 


Figure  5.  Black-vented  Shearwater,  dorsal  view  showing  uniform  brownish  upperparts  and  lack  of  white  flank  patches.  The  missing 
primaries  in  the  left  wing  appear  to  indicate  feather  loss  rather  than  molt,  as  the  right  wing  appears  to  be  free  of  molt.  Photograph 
by  Brian  L.  Sullivan. 
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L.  Ballance,  pers.  comm.)  and  one  from  wa- 
ters off  Guatemala  (S.  Webb,  pers.  comm.). 
Subsequent  to  the  Costa  Rican  observation,  I 
learned  that  Stefany  Henriquez  and  Ricardo 
Ibarra  observed  19  Black-vented  Shearwaters 
offshore  of  Acajutla  (Los  Cobanos),  Son- 
sonate  Department,  El  Salvador  on  21  Octo- 
ber 2008,  almost  four  weeks  earlier  than  my 
observation.  Collectively,  these  reports  and 
records  suggest  that  the  species  is  found  spar- 
ingly south  to  Central  American  waters  in 
some  years,  but  more  research  is  needed  in 
these  waters  to  determine  clearly  the  status 
and  distribution  of  the  species  there. 
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Figure  6.  Black-vented  Shearwater,  head-on  view  showing  pale  nape  and  overall  white-headed  appearance.  Individuals  of  this 
species  photographed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  off  Oaxaca,  Mexico  and  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez  also  show  this  pale-headed  appearance,  appar- 
ently caused  by  fading  (bleaching  by  strong  sunlight).  Photograph  by  Briar}  L Sullivan. 


Figure  7.  Very  pale-headed  Black-vented  Shearwater  off  Puerto  Angel,  Oaxaca,  Mexico  16  December  2008.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Figure  8.  Black-vented  Shearwater  (on  right,  with  pale  feathering  in  crown),  with  four  Galapagos  Shearwaters  and  one  Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater  {Pufhnus pacihcus)  off  Puerto  Angel,  Oaxaca,  Mexico  1 7 December  2008.  Black-vented  Shearwaters  observed  at  this 
latitude  have  variable  appearances,  but  many  show  varying  amounts  of  wear  and/or  bleaching  In  the  feathers  of  the  head. 
Photograph  by  Steve  W.  G.  Howell. 
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Preamble  I:  What  We  Do 

when  new  regional  editors  come  on  board  at 
North  American  Birds,  the  first  question  they 
ask  is  often:  “How  do  I know  what  records  are 
significant  enough  to  include  in  the  report,  ei- 
ther in  the  particulars  or  in  summary?” 

As  access  to  bird  records  increases  via  the 
Internet,  the  question  is  an  increasingly  im- 
portant one.  My  answer  has  always  been  rela- 
tively simple,  if  protracted.  Most  states, 
provinces,  and  countries  have  relatively  recent 
books  on  the  status  and  distribution  of  birds, 
mostly  written  in  the  format  of  annotated 
checklists.  For  each  species,  there  is  an  entry 
that  summarizes  its  current  and  usually  histor- 
ical status  and  indicates  where  the  species  is 
found  or  has  been  found  and  at  what  time  of 
year,  usually  with  great  specificity.  To  be  in- 
cluded in  a regional  report  in  North  American 
Birds,  a bird  record  should  advance  or  deepen 
our  understanding  of  the  status  and/or  distri- 
bution of  that  species — the  record  should  be 
known  to  people  who  are  composing  status- 
and-distribution  books  at  the  level  of  the  re- 
gion or  state  or  province,  possibly  even  the 
county  level  for  some  areas  and  some  species. 
Records  of  regionally  rare  species  are  almost  al- 
ways included  when  good  documentation  is 
available  to  the  regional  editors.  For  example, 
in  this  issue,  there  is  a record  of  a Snow 
Bunting  at  Stubblefield  Lake,  New  Mexico  15- 
21  December  2008,  a bird  seen  by  many  of  the 
states  birders  and  photographed  by  at  least  a 
half-dozen  of  them.  The  species  had  not  been 
reported  in  the  state  for  nearly  two  decades, 
and  the  only  other  confirmed  record  for  New 
Mexico  comes  from  1886.  Another  Snow 
Bunting,  found  at  2 January  at  Alabama’s  Mag- 
nolia Springs  Landfill,  was  likewise  a state  sec- 
ond. So  these  records  advance  our  understand- 
ing of  the  status  and  distribution  of  Snow 
Bunting;  moreover,  they  are  among  the  south- 
ernmost documented  records  on  the  conti- 
nent. Both  are  documented  in  this  issue  with 
specific  information  and  with  photographs. 

Species  that  are  uncommon  or  irregular  in  a 
region  are  often  summarized  with  less  specific 
detail  in  North  Amaican  Birds.  But  what  about 
relatively  widespread,  common  species?  Over 
most  of  the  regions  covered  in  this  journal, 
Red-tailed  Hawk  is  a common  breeding  species 
or  at  least  a migrant  or  wintering  bird.  As  such, 
it  is  not  discussed  very  often  in  the  pages  of  re- 
gional reports.  But  there  are  many  exceptions: 
subspecies  such  as  Harlan’s  Hawk,  when  seen 
out  of  typical  range,  merit  discussion,  as  do 


high  counts  (or  low  counts)  from  hawkwatch- 
es,  aberrant  individuals  such  as  albino  or 
leucistic  birds,  apparent  hybrids,  birds  well  off- 
shore (such  as  on  Bermuda),  or  birds  wintering 
north  of  normal  locations.  Canada  Goose 
would  be  another  example:  it  is  rarely  men- 
tioned except  in  cases  of  exceptional  numbers 
that  would  indicate  an  apparent  change  in  sta- 
tus, hybrids,  subspecies  in  unusual  locations, 
records  of  birds  considered  unseasonable,  or 
extralimital  records.  Although  there  is  much 
gray  area  between  the  status  of  “common”  and 
“uncommon,”  regional  editors  tend  to  include 
well-documented  records  of  birds  whose  ap- 
pearance requires  publication  so  that  a species’ 
current  status  and/or  distribution  may  be  un- 
derstood clearly.  The  same  goes  for  photo- 
graphs— we  try  to  feature  what  will  be  most 
meaningful  for  the  ornithological  record  on  the 
regional  and  continental  level — though  we 
sometimes  also  include  photographs  that  show 
little-known  or  rarely  photographed  field  iden- 
tification features  or  plumages  that  would  be  of 
interest  to  most  readers. 

People  who  are  interested  in  contributing 
their  records  to  North  American  Birds  need 
only  contact  the  relevant  regional  editor  to 
learn  more  about  what  sorts  of  records  are  of 
most  interest  as  well  as  the  best  format  for  sub- 
mission of  records.  Sometimes,  we  cannot  re- 
sist including  close  encounters  between  bird 
and  birder  that  do  not  necessarily  advance  sci- 
ence but  simply  make  us  smile;  in  the  current 
issue,  Brian  Dalzell  informs  us:  “As  occurs 
from  time  to  time,  Dovekies  wrecked  all  over 
the  Region,  especially  Nova  Scotia — but  none 
wrecked  so  dramatically  as  the  Dovekie  that 
struck  a woman  in  the  head  as  she  was  walk- 
ing down  a road  in  Brookfield,  Colchester 
County  13  December,  about  as  far  as  one  can 
get  from  the  sea  in  Nova  Scotia.  Both  survived 
the  incident,  and  the  Dovekie  was  released  two 
days  later  at  Pictou,  NS.” 

Admittedly,  North  American  Birds  occupies  a 
rather  humble  “news”  niche  in  North  Ameri- 
can birding,  but  it  is  one  that  the  journal  has 
manned  faithfully  since  just  after  World  War  II 
and  arguably  back  to  the  close  of  World  War  I, 
when  the  first  essay  “The  Seasons”  was  penned, 
a daring  attempt,  in  1917,  to  summarize  sight- 
ings on  a continental  basis.  The  Changing  Sea- 
sons essay  emphasizes,  tendentiously  trends 
that  seem  to  be  particularly  strong  in  a given 
season.  To  avoid  excessive  repetition  between 
seasons  and  essays,  we  often  choose  to  pass 


over  long-term,  relatively  steady  trends,  such  as 
the  ever-increasing  numbers  of  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers  in  the  Northeast  or  the  steady  ex- 
pansion of  Red-shouldered  Hawk  in  the  North- 
west. We  do  try  to  give  accurate,  relevant  infor- 
mation on  bird  records  that  show  patterns  and 
even  some  that  do  not,  and  we  comment  on 
trends  in  birding  as  well,  on  problematic  iden- 
tifications, and  on  changes  in  birding  strategies 
and  culture,  which  seem  to  be  changing  more 
rapidly  now  than  at  any  other  point  in  history. 
And  we  speculate,  without  shame;  there  are  rel- 
atively few  ornithological  journals  that  permit 
essayistic  flights,  and  so  we  are  glad  to  provide 
a pulpit  for  those  inclined  to  add  some  dimen- 
sion of  the  imaginative  to  a journal  typically 
more  inclined  toward  the  analytical. 

What  North  American  Birds  has  not  attempt- 
ed to  do,  however,  is  to  provide  the  final  word 
on  any  particular  record — this  is  the  purview  of 
committees  and  authors  at  the  level  of  state, 
province,  country,  continent,  etc.  Because 
records  are  often  re-evaluated,  for  many  rea- 
sons, some  of  the  records  included  in  print  in 
this  journal  have  not  survived  as  “accepted” 
records  after  scrutiny,  whether  on  initial  review 
by  a committee  or  subsequent  reviews.  Al- 
though regional  editors  do  their  best  to  vet 
records  by  deadline  time,  some  records  that 
committees  deem  insufficiently  documented 
do  make  their  way  into  these  pages.  When  a 
committee  votes  not  to  accept  a record,  most 
regional  editors  print  a “Corrigendum”  at  the 
close  of  their  next  report,  to  inform  readers 
about  the  outcome  of  the  committee’s  delibera- 
tion. In  the  Internet  age,  this  system  is  not  al- 
together satisfying,  but  at  least  now  the  back  is- 
sues of  the  journal  are  being  scanned  and  post- 
ed online,  where  they  can  be  searched  elec- 
tronically for  records  and  species  of  interest: 
<http://elibrary.unm.edu/sora/ 
NAB/index.php>.  We  hope  that  readers  enjoy 
and  use  this  resource,  and  we  hope  that  by  the 
end  of  2009,  issues  back  to  1947  will  be  posted 
(1973-2007  issues  are  available  now).  I should 
caution  that  questions  about  controversial 
records  should  be  referred  to  records  commit- 
tees, most  of  which  keep  a database  of  reviewed 
records  and  the  outcome  of  the  review:  while 
the  journal  strives  to  be  a “journal  of  record,” 
there  is  in  truth  no  such  thing  for  the  North 
American  continent.  Changes  in  evaluations  of 
bird  records  occur  frequently,  and  not  all  rever- 
sals receive  “Corrigenda”  in  the  journal. 


206 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Never  a Dull  Moment 


Preamble  II:  Elephants 
in  Living  Rooms 

Now,  when  I meet  non-birders  for  the  first 
time,  or  even  some  birders,  the  first  question 
that  arises  in  the  past  four  or  five  years  has 
been:  “What  do  you  think  about  these  reports 
of  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker?”  Lately,  the 
question  has  become  more  pointed:  “Whatev- 
er happened  to  that  big  woodpecker  that  was 
so  much  in  the  news?” 

Certainly,  the  question  is  an  important 
one — not  so  much  the  matter  of  one  person’s 
opinion  per  se,  but  the  larger  question  of  the 
species’  status  in  the  ornithological  record, 
part  of  which,  if  never  the  final  word,  is  com- 
municated through  this  journal.  No  species  of 
bird  in  my  lifetime  has  created  such  a stir 
among  non-birders,  and  I cannot  think  of  one 
that  has  occasioned  as  much  discussion 
among  birders,  either.  I have  never  put  an 
opinion  in  print  or  on  a blog  about  any  of  the 
various  reports  in  the  twenty-first  century, 
partly  because  1 don’t  think  my  own  opinion 
matters  more  than  anyone  else’s,  but  also  be- 
cause I have  not  yet  seen  incontrovertible  evi- 
dence of  the  species’  persistence  into  this  cen- 
tury and  thus  find  it  difficult  to  arrive  at  an 
unequivocal  opinion.  Readers  will  have  no- 
ticed that  sight  reports  of  this  species  have  not 
appeared  in  this  journal’s  regional  reports, 
though  there  were  two  articles  that  chronicled 
searches  for  the  species  in  2004-2005  (North 
American  Birds  59:  198-207,  210-215);  the 
searches  in  eastern  Arkansas  produced  multi- 
ple sight  reports  but  no  images  or  recordings 
of  the  bird  that  have  met  with  general  accept- 
ance. Five  years  later,  and  after  extensive 
searches  by  teams  in  multiple  states  (includ- 
ing South  Carolina,  Florida,  Louisiana,  and 
even  Tennessee),  1 have  not  seen,  or  heard  of, 
any  material  that  would  substantiate  any  of 
the  recent  sight  reports.  Nonetheless,  reports 
of  the  species  persist,  and  even  in  2009,  this  is 
still  the  buzz  question  at  any  cocktail  party  or 
baptism  or  business  conference  when  birds 
come  up  in  conversation.  It  has  become  the 
proverbial  elephant  in  the  living  room,  it 
seems,  not  always  spoken  of,  but  ever  present 
and  very  large.  On  a recent  birding  tour,  the 
unvarnished  question  was  put:  “Are  you  a Be- 
liever? Or  a Skeptic?”  I inquired  in  reply: 
“Must  I choose  between  these  roles?” 

North  American  Birds  published  material  re- 
lated to  the  Ivory-billed  reports  in  order  to 
provide  readers  with  at  least  some  of  the  in- 


formation needed  to  make  a more  informed 
evaluation  of  the  sight  reports  (documenta- 
tion of  a videotaped  woodpecker  was  pub- 
lished elsewhere).  Details  of  the  sight  reports 
were  not  published  elsewhere  in  such  detail. 
Before  publication  of  these  details,  the  all-too- 
human  rumor  mills,  both  electronic  and  low- 
er-tech,  had  propelled  the  notion  that  a tight 
cluster  of  sight  reports  indicated  the  presence 
of  at  least  one  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker  in 
Arkansas.  Watching  a leak  become  a flood  was 
a surreal  experience;  it  was  overwhelming  ev- 
idence that  the  Information  Age  was  truly  a 
new  cultural  environment,  welcome  or  not. 

To  some — by  no  means  all — of  us  who 
work  on  the  journal  as  editors  and  reviewers, 
it  seemed  important  to  provide  some  sort  of 
venue  for  the  reports,  even  as  the  journal  edi- 
torship, in  the  Editors’  Notebook,  took  an  ag- 
nostic position  on  the  disposition  of  these  re- 
ports. Although  publication  would  seem  a de 
facto  endorsement  to  some,  the  language  in 
the  Notebook  stepped  back  from  endorse- 
ment, indicating  instead  a hope  that  readers 
would  engage  the  material  and  might,  if  in- 
clined, assist  in  efforts  to  search  for  habitat  for 
the  species — a habitat  that  has  received  very 
little  attention  from  birders  historically,  partly 
because  of  its  inaccessibility,  partly  because  it 
contains  few  specialty  species  “of  interest”  to 
most  birders,  and  partly  because  the  Southeast 
has  a relatively  low  density  of  birders  com- 
pared to  the  Northeast  or  coastal  California, 
for  example.  And  so  North  American  Birds 
took  part  in  the  historical  moment  that  pro- 
duced hope,  controversy,  and,  for  many,  con- 
fusion and  disappointment.  Many  people  who 
read  the  field  notes  published  in  the  journal 
felt  that  there  was  not  enough  substance  in 
them  to  accept  the  assertion  that  an  Ivory- 
billed had  been  present.  Some  did  feel  that  the 
notes  and  other  documentation  indicated  like- 
ly presence  of  an  Ivory-billed,  among  them  the 
Arkansas  Bird  Records  Committee,  which  ac- 
cepted an  April  2004  report  (<http://www.ar- 
birds.org/ivory_billed_woodpecker.html>). 
Thus  the  journal  remained  neutral  but  did 
not,  at  least  in  the  articles,  turn  its  back  on  the 
reports  of  Ivory-billeds.  As  far  as  I can  deter- 
mine, there  are  no  reports  of  the  species  in  the 
eBird  database,  which  regional  editors  often 
consult  when  composing  their  reports,  but  re- 
gional editors  also  indicate  that  they  have  not 
directly  received  documentation  on  an  Ivory- 
billed Woodpecker.  Generally,  for  a rare  bird 


to  be  included  in  a regional  report,  documen- 
tation must  be  submitted  to  a regional  or  sub- 
regional editor.  Five  years  after  the  initial  re- 
ports, that  has  not  yet  happened. 

And  so  1 think  it  has  probably  come  time  to 
talk  about  the  elephant. 

1 suppose  the  current  historical  moment 
could,  as  with  other  Ivory-billed  “rediscover- 
ies” of  the  past,  in  the  1960s  and  1970s,  con- 
tinue to  drift  along  its  course,  with  the  an- 
nouncement and  its  intense  aftermath  slowly 
receding  in  memory,  subsequent  sight  reports 
persisting  but  given  less  credence,  and  no 
sign  of  re-review  or  vigorous  discussion  on 
the  horizon  and  no  whispers  of  recantation.  It 
is  possible  that  we  could  all  wake  one  morn- 
ing to  see  marvelous  video  on  NBC’s  “Today” 
show  of  an  Ivory-billed  pair  feeding  nestlings 
at  an  undisclosed  location.  Such  a moment 
would  shock  us  out  of  the  slow  death  of  the 
dialogue,  the  supposed  stalemate  of  “believ- 
ers” and  “skeptics.”  How  many  among  us  ex- 
pect such  an  announcement?  It  would  be  un- 
fair to  say  that  the  relative  silence  on  Ivory- 
billed is  deafening,  but  it  would  be  equally  in- 
accurate to  say  that  we  have  experienced  any 
sort  of  closure  on  this  most  recent  spate  of  re- 
ports, which  touched  off  a deluge  of  news 
coverage  devoted  to  bird  conservation  (most 
of  it  favorable)  but  also  set  into  motion  de- 
bates that  sometimes  included  intense  emo- 
tional undercurrents  that  have  not,  at  least  in 
my  view,  found  resolution. 

What  is  missing,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of 
us  who  have  no  stake  in  the  matter  but  do 
have  an  active  interest,  is  a formal,  scientific, 
published  summary  from  the  agencies  and  or- 
ganizations involved  in  reporting  and  looking 
for  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker,  one  that  steps 
back  from  the  seasonal  searches  to  summarize, 
in  deep  detail,  what  has  happened  since  2004 
and  what  the  current  thinking  is.  Are  there 
any  specific  plans  for  the  future?  What  sorts  of 
resources  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  searches  if 
they  are  organized?  Can  people  not  affiliated 
with  these  agencies  participate,  formally  or 
otherwise?  Are  there  unpublished  images  of 
Ivory-billed  or  Imperial  Woodpeckers  in 
archives  that  might  help  us  better  understand 
just  how  the  species  looked  in  life,  so  that,  as 
field  ornithologists  and  birders,  we  could  re- 
fine our  search  images?  The  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  apparently  plans  to  publish  a 
Recovery  Plan  in  2009  (a  Draft  was  posted  to 
its  website  in  2007),  and  perhaps  that  will  pro- 
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vide  some  of  the  answers.  As  of  this  writing, 
however,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  searches 
will  be  organized  for  2009-2010.  Should  we 
interpret  the  end  of  organized  searches  as  an 
indication  that  the  trail  has  gone  completely 
cold?  Given  the  unprecedented  fanfare  associ- 
ated with  the  announcement  of  rediscovery,  it 
seems  extraordinary  that  the  shop  seems  to  be 
closing  up  so  quietly.  But  surely,  if  this  bird  is 
to  be  located  and  documented,  there  will  need 
to  be  numerous  observers  looking  and  listen- 
ing; a summary  of  what  has  been  learned- — 
from  tens  of  thousands  of  held-hours  and 
thousands  of  hours  of  recordings  made  by  au- 
tomated stations  and  analyzed  by  computer — 
would  be  of  great  help  to  such  people,  as 
would  an  electronic  library  of  all  images  of  the 
species  and  the  closely  related  Imperial  Wood- 
pecker. The  editors  of  North  American  Birds  re- 
ceive occasional  reports  of  the  species,  so  it  is 
clear  that  birders  are  still  out  looking. 

So,  in  search  of  answers  to  the  question  of 
“whatever  happened  to  that  big  woodpecker,” 
I have  been  happy  to  learn  that  a book  is  in 
preparation,  a product  of  all  agencies  involved, 
that  will  summarize  what  was  learned  in  the 
searches  of  2004-2009.  Naturally  most  of  the 
data  will  be  negative,  but  at  least  for  those  peo- 
ple who  still  haunt  the  southern  swampwoods, 
the  results  of  other  searchers’  work  will  be 
available,  surely  including  much  data  on  habi- 
tats and  those  fascinating  double-raps. 

What  do  I think  about  looking  for  Ivory- 
billed Woodpecker?  Well,  I think  that  for 
some  people  it  is  edifying  to  look  for  birds — 
and  their  habitats — that  have  fallen  out  of  the 
human  experience.  Certainly,  species  pre- 
sumed extinct  for  many  decades  have  been  re- 
discovered, sometimes  just  in  the  nick  of  time 
for  their  vanishing  habitat  to  be  preserved — 
Cebu  Flowerpecker,  White-winged  Guan, 
and  others  give  us  hope  that  there  are  others 
out  there.  Indeed,  in  2009,  BirdLife  Interna- 
tional will  apparently  announce  a plan  to 
search  for  47  species  of  birds  now  considered 
extinct  or  nearly  extinct,  among  them  Ivory- 
billed and  Imperial  Woodpeckers.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  see  what  sort  of  resources  are 
provided  for  such  searches,  and  one  can  only 
hope  that  positive  news  about  the  existence  of 
some  of  these  birds  is  forthcoming.  Some  of 
the  47  species,  such  as  Kinglet  Calyptura  and 
Beck’s  Petrel,  have  been  seen  by  birding 
friends  in  recent  years,  and  I have  confidence 
in  their  reports,  some  of  these  supported  by 
photographs.  Others,  such  as  Eskimo  Curlew, 
have  also  been  seen  by  friends  but  much  less 
recently,  and  I don’t  have  the  same  expecta- 
tion of  more  records  in  years  to  come.  I have 


looked  for  Jamaican  Petrel  and  for  Jamaican 
Poorwill  in  the  1990s,  and  though  more  than 
a century  has  passed  since  these  birds  have 
been  documented  compellingly  I would  not 
be  surprised  to  learn  that  a few  have  hung  on. 
Indeed,  the  Hellshire  Hills  of  Jamaica,  which 
hold  a population  of  endangered  Jamaican 
Iguanas  (Cyclura  collei),  a very  large  lizard 
thought  extinct  for  decades,  could  have  a few 
poorwills,  a species  that  is  (or  was)  probably 
as  unobtrusive  as  its  small  relatives  on  His- 
paniola and  Puerto  Rico  and  probably  inhab- 
its similar  habitats.  Semper’s  Warbler,  also  a 
Caribbean  species  on  the  BirdLife  Interna- 
tional list,  is  another  bird  whose  reappearance 
would  not  surprise  me  too  much. 

So  many  people  in  our  various  cultures  en- 
gage in  activities  that  are  patently  destructive; 
in  the  grand  scheme  of  things,  looking  for  lost 
bird  species  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
squandering  of  one’s  leisure  time.  Though  I 
have  no  idea  whether  an  Ivory-billed  Wood- 
pecker haunted  eastern  Arkansas  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century,  1 am  certain  that  there  are 
multiple  people,  including  some  very  sharp 
birders,  who  believe  that  they  have  heard 
and/or  seen  an  Ivory-billed  there.  In  the  pres- 
ent moment,  we  have  an  opportunity,  as  a 
group  of  people  who  are  interested  both  in 
the  welfare  of  birds  and  in  accurate  records  of 
birds,  to  resolve  our  current  situation  more 
gracefully  than  we  have  in  the  past — both  in 
assessing,  with  more  hindsight  and  greater 
depth,  the  results  of  recent  searches  and  in 
keeping  our  minds  open  to  the  possibility 
that  some  birds  we  assume  extinct  may  yet 
persist.  Whatever  we  do,  we  should  not  pre- 
tend that  this  latest  chapter  in  the  Ivory-billed 
saga  will  simply  fade  away  into  the  fog  of  his- 
tory. We  look  forward  to  the  official  summary 
of  the  twenty-hrst-century  searches  in  the 
near  future  and  to  renewed,  perhaps  reconcil- 
iatory  discussion  on  the  status  of  this  species. 

Weather 

Although  temperatures  for  the  year  2008  fin- 
ished out  near  the  long-term  average,  it  was 
the  coldest  year  since  1997  overall  for  the 
contiguous  United  States.  According  to  the 
National  Climatic  Data  Center  of  the  Nation- 
al Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration, 
2008’s  average  temperature  of  53°  Fahrenheit 
was  0.2°  above  the  twentieth-century  average. 
Since  1895,  the  annual  Oanuary-December) 
average  temperature  increased  at  a rate  of 
0.12°  per  decade,  but  during  the  past  50 
years,  the  rate  accelerated  to  0.41°  per  decade. 

For  the  winter  season,  December  2008 
through  February  2009,  temperatures  across 


the  contiguous  United  States  were  near  aver- 
age— 33.49°,  which  is  about  a half-degree 
above  average.  Regionally,  temperatures  were 
warmer  than  average  across  the  southern  tier 
states  and  in  the  central  Rockies,  but  the  Up- 
per Midwest,  Great  Lakes,  Maine,  and  Wash- 
ington had  a cooler-than-average  winter.  Gen- 
era! precipitation  patterns  from  the  autumn 
season  continued  through  February;  the  Unit- 
ed States  experienced  its  fifth  driest  Decem- 
ber-February  period  on  record.  Drought  con- 
tinued in  the  western  Carolinas,  northeastern 
Georgia,  southern  Great  Plains,  parts  of  Cali- 
fornia and  Hawaii,  and  southern  Texas.  Texas 
had  its  driest  winter  ever,  and  the  Southeast 
experienced  its  tenth  driest  winter,  though 
there  were  some  respites  locally.  Iowa,  Michi- 
gan, Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin  had  precipita- 
tion averages  that  were  above  normal. 

In  Canada,  the  winter  was  also  “average,” 
when  considered  as  a whole:  according  to  En- 
vironment Canada,  the  national  average  tem- 
perature was  0.54°  Fahrenheit  above  normal, 
thus  the  thirty-third  warmest  since  nation- 
wide records  began  in  1948.  But,  as  Pam  Hunt 
notes  of  New  England  winter  weather  statis- 
tics, averages  mask  the  extremes:  southern 
Saskatchewan  was  about  5°  below  normal, 
while  Canada’s  territories  were  much  warmer 
than  usual — up  to  7°  above  normal  in  the 
northern  Yukon  and  Northwest  Territories.  In 
the  recent  era  of  warming,  the  most  extreme 
departures  from  historical  averages  appear  to 
be  in  the  Far  North,  and  the  declining  extent 
of  Arctic  sea  ice — about  2.8%  per  decade — is 
one  effect  of  the  increasingly  warmer  winters. 
Although  the  spring  seasons  of  2002  and 
2004  were  cooler  than  average,  Canada’s  tem- 
peratures have  remained  above  or  near  nor- 
mal for  11  years,  with  a warming  trend  de- 
tected over  the  past  62  years.  Of  the  four  sea- 
sons, winter  exhibits  the  greatest  warming 
anomaly  in  Canada,  autumn  the  slightest. 
Canada  experienced  a “normal”  winter  in 
terms  of  precipitation:  it  was,  not  very  mem- 
orably, the  twenty-sixth  wettest  winter  of  the 
62  years  on  record.  Yukon  Territories, 
Nunavut,  southern  Saskatchewan  and  Mani- 
toba, southern  Ontario,  and  Newfoundland 
had  above-average  precipitation,  while  Alber- 
ta, southern  British  Columbia,  southern 
Saskatchewan,  northern  Ontario,  eastern 
Northwest  Territories,  and  western  Nunavut 
had  below-average  precipitation. 

These  summaries  are  useful  in  understand- 
ing the  general  warming  trend  in  North 
America,  and  around  the  world,  and  the 
bounty  of  birds  wintering  (or  attempting  to 
winter)  farther  and  farther  north  of  past  win- 
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ter  range  make  sense  in  this  wide  context.  But 
summaries  at  the  national  level  tell  us  rather 
little  about  conditions  for  birds,  and  birders, 
on  the  ground,  at  the  level  of  our  regions,  and 
they  tell  us  almost  nothing  about  the  ex- 
tremes we  endured  as  we  tried  to  get  out  bird- 
ing  across  much  of  the  continent  during  a 
snorvy,  often  brutally  cold  winter,  at  least  in 
the  continent’s  center.  In  Canada’s  Prairie 
Provinces,  Rudolf  Koes  and  Peter  Taylor  note 
that  “the  bitter  cold,  often  coupled  with  high 
wind-chill  factors,  did  little  to  entice  birders 
into  the  field.  Regina,  Saskatchewan,  never 
known  for  balmy  winters,  recorded  its  coldest 
in  30  years.  Many  Christmas  Bird  Counts 
were  conducted  under  atrocious  conditions.” 
To  the  south,  in  the  Dakotas,  Dan  Svingen 
writes:  “Perhaps  the  best  that  can  be  said  for 
this  season  is  that  the  children  will  never 
again  doubt  my  epic  tales  of  winters  long 
past.  After  all,  they  will  now  have  their  own 
stories  to  tell  of  deep  snows,  frigid  cold,  and 
an  impressive  dearth  of  birds.”  Heavy  mortal- 
ity of  grassland  species,  in  particular  gallina- 
ceous birds,  was  observed  in  the  northern 
Great  Plains  as  the  result  of  the  deep  snows. 
Writing  his  final  winter  report  for  Canada’s 
Atlantic  Provinces,  Brian  Dalzell  observes  that 
“few  folk  will  long  remember  the  winter  of 
2008-2009,  with  little  departure  from  long- 
term weather  norm,”  but  he  continues: 
“Abundant  freezing  rain  in  January  and  Feb- 
ruary produced  alternating  layers  of  snow  and 
ice,  creating  a hard  crust  that  would  support 
even  the  burliest  among  us  [...].  David  Web- 
ster, commenting  on  conditions  in  the  An- 
napolis Valley  of  Nova  Scotia,  noted  that  he 
had  never  seen  a winter  with  so  much  ice  cov- 
er at  soil  level,  in  some  areas  more  than  8 cm 
of  hard  ice  at  soil  level — small  owls  (and  their 
prey),  Ring-necked  Pheasants,  and  other 
open-country  birds  such  as  Snow  Buntings 
were  all  affected  by  the  ice.” 

By  and  large,  winter’s  brunt  came  in  De- 
cember. Across  the  Lower  48  states,  the  aver- 
age temperature  in  December  was  32.5°,  near- 
ly a full  degree  below  the  twentieth-century 
average.  The  Upper  Midwest  was  especially 
cold  (Minnesota  and  North  Dakota  had  their 
seventh  and  eighth  coolest  December,  respec- 
tively), but  the  West,  Northwest,  and  Mid- 
west were  all  colder  than  usual.  The  Upper 
Midwest  and  northern  Great  Plains  also 
recorded  several  heavy  snowfalls  in  Decem- 
ber, which  broke  more  than  2000  daily  snow- 
fall records.  A fierce  ice  storm  hit  southern 
New  England  11-12  December,  doing  exten- 
sive damage  to  trees  and  knocking  out  power 
to  homes  across  a large  area.  In  the  second 


half  of  the  month,  temperatures  plummeted 
across  much  of  the  continent’s  center.  Writing 
the  regional  report  for  Iowa  and  Missouri, 
Aaron  Brees  notes  that  “late  December  and 
January  saw  temperatures  fluctuate  from  a 
record  low  of  -40°  F in  northern  Iowa  to  a 
record  high  of  71°  F at  Joplin.  Iowa  experi- 
enced a 100°  F change  in  temperature  over 
the  course  of  a single  week.”  In  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  David  Irons,  Douglas 
Schonewald,  and  Brad  Waggoner  write  that 
cold  weather  and  snow  beginning  13  Decem- 
ber brought  “birding  activities  to  a near  halt. 
Many  Christmas  Bird  Counts  were  either 
postponed  or  cancelled,  [and]  driving  to 
work  or  making  a run  to  the  local  grocery 
provided  more  than  sufficient  adventure  for 
most  of  us.  During  the  latter  half  of  Decem- 
ber, up  to  two  feet  of  snow  buried  lowland 
sections  of  western  Oregon  and  Washington, 
and  even  the  outer  coast  had  rare  accumula- 
tions.” By  contrast,  the  Southeast  and  the 
mid-Atlantic  states  were  warmer  than  average 
in  December,  and  winter  was  said  to  be 
“mild”  across  northern  Mexico. 

South  of  Canada,  the  season  began  to  soft- 
en somewhat  in  January;  the  contiguous 
states’  average  temperature  of  31.2°  was  about 
a half-degree  above  the  twentieth-century  av- 
erage. But,  as  often  happens  in  winter,  Janu- 
ary remained  much  colder  in  the  East  than  in 
the  West,  where  warmer-than-average  tem- 
peratures set  in.  While  California  recorded  its 
sixth  warmest  January  on  record,  Maine  and 
Michigan  had  their  eighth  and  ninth  coldest, 
respectively.  On  16  January,  temperatures  in 
northern  Maine  along  the  Big  Black  River  hit 
-50°  p an  all-time  low  temperature  record  for 
the  state.  In  fact,  January  temperatures  in 
northern  Maine  never  rose  above  freezing. 
January  in  New  York  state  was  up  to  6°  cold- 
er than  normal,  and  on  16  January,  several 
cities  on  Lake  Michigan  reported  tempera- 
tures of  -20°,  the  lowest  in  25  years. 

January  precipitation  was  scant  in  most  ar- 
eas: it  was  the  fifth  driest  January  for  the  con- 
tiguous United  States  since  1895.  Kansas, 
Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  California  experienced 
their  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  ninth  driest  Janu- 
ary on  record,  respectively.  Among  wetter- 
than-normal  states  in  January  were  North 
Dakota  and  Massachusetts.  A major  snow- 
storm 26-29  January  hit  eastern  Missouri 
through  Ohio,  bringing  accumulations  up  to 
40  cm;  the  same  storm,  named  “the  great  tree 
pruning”  by  one  veteran,  brought  killing  ice  to 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas,  Ice  proba- 
bly affects  forest  bird  distribution  and  popula- 
tions more  than  has  been  widely  appreciated. 
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Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  and  Chris  Sloan  re- 
port that  the  storm  left  “much  of  western  and 
central  Kentucky  and  northwestern  Tennessee 
covered  with  several  inches  of  ice,  sleet,  and 
snow.  The  devastation  to  forested  areas  across 
a swath  from  northwestern  Tennessee  north- 
eastward through  much  of  western  Kentucky 
was  remarkable,  and  it  will  have  implications 
on  birdlife  in  these  areas  for  many  years.”  Old- 
school  snowstorms  continued  to  batter  upstate 
New  York  well  into  January.  In  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  heavy  precipitation  in  northwest- 
ern Oregon  and  western  Washington  6-7  Janu- 
ary flooded  large  areas  of  those  states.  In  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi,  Dwight  Cooley  reports  a 
relatively  rainy  season,  a welcome  break  in  the 
otherwise  dry  spell. 

Winter’s  grip  loosened  considerably  in  Feb- 
ruary, when  temperatures  were  above  average 
across  much  of  the  United  States:  the  average 
February  temperature  of  36.9°  was  2.3°  above 
the  twentieth-century  average.  The  Southeast 
and  West  saw  near-normal  temperatures,  but 
most  of  the  remaining  regions  were  warmer 
than  normal.  Oklahoma  and  Texas  had  their 
ninth  and  tenth  warmest  February  on  record, 
respectively.  Florida  was  the  only  exception: 
beginning  21  January,  bouts  of  cool  weather 
brought  frost  and  freezes  to  Lake  Okeechobee 
and  beyond.  Precipitation  across  the  contigu- 
ous United  States  in  February  averaged  3.6  cm, 
tied  with  February  1954  as  the  eighth  driest 
February  on  record.  It  was  especially  dry  in  the 
New  England  and  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  re- 
gion, where  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  had 
their  driest  February  on  record. 

The  White-winged  Crossbills 
(and  Pine  Siskins  and 
Snowy  Owls)  Have  It 

For  those  who  have  birded  through  three, 
four,  or  five  dozen  winters,  it  is  surely  difficult 
to  keep  each  season  separate  in  memory,  and 
winter  2008-2009,  with  its  “remarkably  aver- 
age” weather,  might  slip  into  the  pile  of  for- 
gettable winters — were  it  not  for  the  greatest 
White-winged  Crossbill  flight  ever  document- 
ed across  much  of  the  Northeast,  Midwest, 
and  even  large  parts  of  the  West.  And  had  the 
crossbills  not  stolen  the  show,  the  late  fall  and 
winter  flight  of  Snowy  Owls  and  Pine  Siskins 
would  have  sufficed  to  make  the  season  mem- 
orable, especially  in  more  southerly  areas. 

The  Crossbills 

White-winged  Crossbill — a rosy-red,  nattily 
attired  parrot  of  a finch,  whose  jumpy  flocks 
brighten  any  day  of  birding.  Some  reading 
this  essay  may  not  recall  the  last  sizable  flight 
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Island  and  Connecticut  flocks  were  smaller, 
with  maxima  of  50  and  20  birds  per  flock. 
Away  from  the  coast,  the  flight  was  detected 
as  early  as  November  in  Pennsylvania  and  in 
western  Maryland,  mostly  “flyovers,”  and 
sightings  in  Maryland’s  Garrett  County  in- 
creased through  mid-December.  The  same 
initial  push  was  observed  to  the  west,  in 
Ohio,  where  600  were  noted  in  the  first  week 
of  December  but  few  during  the  remainder  of 
the  month.  Pennsylvania’s  highest  count  of 
the  species,  200  birds,  came  from  Cook  For- 
est State  Park  in  Clarion  County  20  Decem- 
ber. In  the  Upper  Midwest,  'Wisconsin  and 
Michigan  claimed  the  flight  as  “the  largest  ir- 
ruption in  memory” — Michigan  had  flocks 
over  1000  birds  in  mid-December,  and  even- 
tually recorded  the  species  in  all  of  its  coun- 
ties, while  Wisconsin  had  reports  from  86%  of 
its  counties.  Most  of  Minnesota’s  reports  came 
from  the  eastern  two-thirds  of  the  state. 

Another  distinct  wave  was  evident  in  the 
latter  part  of  January  and  early  February,  by 
which  time  every  county  in  Pennsylvania 
(67!)  had  recorded  White- winged  Crossbill, 
over  1000  washed  over  Ohio  (55  counties!), 
including  flocks  of  more  than  200,  and  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois  posted  “unprecedented”  to- 
tals such  as  425  between  three  sites  in  Indi- 
ana’s Noble  and  Allen  Counties  18  January. 
Northeastern  Iowa  had  over  30  reports  from 
17  counties,  with  several  flocks  of  as  many  as 
30  crossbills.  By  the  last  days  of  January  and 
first  few  of  February,  small  numbers  were  de- 
tected in  eastern  Long  Island,  Delaware,  east- 
ern Maryland,  northern  'Virginia,  and  south- 
ern Illinois  and  Indiana,  where  flights  are  rel- 
atively rare  events.  Ten  of  West  ’Virginia’s 
counties  produced  records  of  the  species, 
mostly  later  in  the  season,  with  40  in  Preston 
County  21  February  the  highest  count. 
Northern  Kentucky  had  not  had  a flight  of  the 
species  since  the  early  1980s  but  had  just  over 
100  birds  reported  from  six  sites  beginning  in 
early  February  (Figure  1). 

As  is  often  the  case  in  these  “northern 
finch”  flights,  the  continent’s  center,  particu- 
larly the  Great  Plains,  had  very  few  White- 
winged Crossbills.  South  of  south-central 
Canada,  the  Dakotas,  and  Nebraska,  which 
had  relatively  few,  there  were  single  outliers  at 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri  25  December-20  January, 
in  Cowley  County,  Kansas  16  December,  and 
in  Cleveland  County,  Oklahoma  from  late  De- 
cember through  2 February.  But  farther  west, 
there  were  small  groups  in  Colorado  around 
Grand  Mesa  and  Steamboat  Springs,  and  “ex- 
cellent and  widespread”  counts  from  Idaho 
and  western  Montana.  The  real  news  came 


Figure  1 . This  beautifully  photographed  male  White-winged  Crossbill  was  one  of  at  least  20  found  in  Campbell  County,  Kentucky  5 
February  2009  through  the  season  (here  13  March  2009).  Photograph  by  Tom  Uhlman. 


Figure  2.  Nevada's  first  documented  White-winged  Crossbills  were  discovered  21  February  2009  (here)  at  an  Elko  cemetery  in  Elke 
County.  The  three  crossbills  remained  through  at  least  14  April,  providing  an  opportunity  for  many  birders  to  view  this  rare  Great 
Basin  species.  Photograph  byGregScyphers. 


of  this  species,  which  occurred  in  winter 
1981-1982  but  was  not  much  heralded  in  the 
journal  (Knapton  1982)  and  which  may  have 
been  as  large  or  larger,  but  then,  we  had  no 
Internet,  thus  no  listservs  and  no  eBird,  and 
many  fewer  birders  25  years  ago.  The  shape  of 
the  2008-2009  "White-winged  Crossbill  flight 


was  most  typical  in  the  core  areas  of  abun- 
dance, in  eastern  Canada,  northern  New  Eng- 
land, and  the  Upper  Midwest,  where  flocks  of 
over  100  were  widespread  and  appeared  earli- 
est. In  northern  New  York,  the  largest  count 
was  of  400  birds  at  bleak  Cape  Vincent  on  12 
December.  Farther  south  in  the  East,  Rhode 
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from  the  two  states  we  call  the  “Great  Basin 
region”  in  this  journal,  though  the  Basin  ex- 
tends beyond  their  borders  and  most  of  east- 
ern Utah  is  not  in  the  Basin.  In  Utah,  Rick 
Fridell  dubbed  the  flight  of  White-winged 
Crossbills  “the  event  of  the  season.”  The  first 
report,  of  19,  came  from  Salt  Lake  County  22 
December,  but  the  real  push  came  in  early 
February,  when  flocks  of  up  to  120  roamed 
Weber  County  and  three  other  north-central 
counties  of  the  state.  Nevadans  found  the 
species  for  the  first  time  ever  in  their  state — 
three  birds  at  the  Elko  Cemetery  in  late  Feb- 
ruary (Figure  2).  To  the  northwest,  in  Wash- 
ington state,  where  an  influx  of  White-winged 
Crossbills  had  been  noted  in  high-altitude  ar- 
eas for  nearly  a year,  at  least  83  spilled  out 
into  the  lowlands  of  the  Columbia  Basin,  with 
some  counties  garnering  their  first  records. 
Four  were  even  seen  west  of  the  Cascade 
Crest,  in  Anacortes,  Washington  beginning  in 
mid-January.  In  February,  Oregon  birders 
found  the  species  in  Wallowa  and  Union 
Counties,  both  in  the  extreme  northeastern 
corner  of  the  state.  It  is  not  clear  that  the 
forces  that  drove  crossbills  southward  in  east- 
ern Canada  and  into  northeastern  quadrant  of 
the  Lower  48  States  were  the  same  forces  that 
sprinkled  them  around  the  Pacific  Northwest 
and  into  Utah  and  Nevada,  but  it  seems  like- 
ly that  the  pressures  were  similar,  given  the 
bi-modal  shape  of  the  flight,  with  distinct 
peaks  in  December  and  in  late  January  into 
February.  Flights  of  northern  finches  in  North 
America,  at  least  of  siskins  and  redpolls,  often 
show  patterns  such  as  this  one  of  White- 
winged Crossbill — heaviest  in  the  Northeast 
and  Great  Lakes,  extending  into  Appalachia, 
and  spotty  but  often  strong  in  the  northern 
Rockies  and  Northwest.  One  wonders  to  what 
degree  our  impressions  of  finch  abundance 
are  biased  by  the  paucity  of  birders  across 
large  areas  of  the  Southeast,  Appalachia,  Great 
Plains,  Rockies,  Great  Basin  ....  the  next  time 
you’re  passing  over  these  parts  of  the  world  in 
an  airplane,  look  down,  and  you’ll  have  a bet- 
ter feel  for  how  much  uncanvassed  habitat  is 
out  there! 

In  the  East,  Midwest,  and  West  alike,  the 
crossbills  sought  out  appropriate  habitat,  es- 
pecially ornamental  plantings  of  large  spruce, 
such  as  one  finds  at  cemeteries,  churches,  and 
arboreta.  Writing  the  Hudson-Delaware  re- 
gional report,  Frank  Rohrbacher,  Bob  Paxton, 
and  Dick  Veit  observed:  “Flocks  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  Region  consisted  of  10-25 
birds  feeding  at  estates  and  historical  sites 
where  mature  spruce,  hemlock,  and  orna- 
mental evergreens  were  present  in  good  num- 


bers.” In  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  West  Vir- 
ginia, Vic  Fazio,  Rick  Wiltraut,  and  Greg 
Grove  note  that  “many  of  the  sightings  were 
in  stands  of  Norway  Spruce,  especially  in  the 
dozens  of  cemeteries  visited  by  birders  on  the 
lookout  for  the  species.”  In  the  Pacific  North- 
west, lowland  crossbills  “appeared  in  towns 
and  parks  where  non-native  ornamental 
plantings  of  spruces  and  Douglas-firs  provid- 
ed bumper  cone  crops,”  according  to  David 
Irons,  Doug  Schonewald,  and  Brad  Waggoner. 
In  the  Middle  Atlantic  region  (where  similar 
sites  were  used  by  the  species),  Matt  Hafner 
and  Mark  Adams  indicate  that  their  estimates, 
about  600  birds  for  the  region  in  total,  are 
probably  low,  as  the  flock  sizes  at  several  care- 
fully monitored  sites  “changed  daily  and  even 
hourly.”  Observers  at  these  locations  turned 
in  conservative  numbers,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  gauge  the  extent  of  “turnover.” 

Cornell’s  excellent  Project  eBird,  which  has 
grown  steadily  each  year  and  in  which  most 
North  American  Birds  readers  participate, 
gives  anyone  (free!)  the  ability  to  view  maps 
and  graphs  that  show  reports  of  bird  species, 
up  to  five  species  at  a time.  If  one  visits  the 
site  (<www.ebird.org>)  and  types  in  “White- 
winged Crossbill,”  with  the  date  range  No- 
vember 2008  through  April  2009,  the  map 
that  is  generated  instantly  shows — at  a 
glance — what  we  just  slogged  through  in  the 
past  four  paragraphs;  abundance  of  the 
species  was  greatest  from  the  western  Great 
Lakes  through  New  Brunswick,  with  fewer 
and  more  scattered  reports  involving  fewer 
individuals  as  one  moves  south  into  the 
southern  Midwest  and  Middle  Atlantic,  very 
few  birds  in  the  Great  Plains,  scattered  but 
sometimes  concentrated  records  in  the  Great 
Basin,  northern  Rockies,  and  Pacific  North- 
west. Remarkably,  both  eBird  and  our  report- 
ing network  at  North  American  Birds  seemed 
to  have  picked  up  on  the  records  at  the  edge 
of  the  flight  and  on  the  outliers:  in  other 
words,  both  systems  arrived  at  precisely  the 
same  impression  of  the  flight.  Moreover,  both 
systems  detected  the  bi-modal  flight  as  well. 
This  concordance  suggests  that  both  “cap- 
tured” data  relatively  effectively  in  the  case  of 
the  White-winged  Crossbill  invasion. 

What’s  the  difference  between  the  old  and 
the  new?  Well,  with  eBird,  you  can  look  in 
great  detail  at  individual  records — thousands 
of  them! — at  the  level  of  state  and  county,  re- 
viewing who  saw  the  crossbills,  how  many 
they  saw,  and  precisely  where  the  birds  were. 
When  the  eBird  teams  says  you  can  “drill 
down  to  street  level,”  they  mean  it:  you  can 
zoom  in  to  see  satellite  maps  of  evergreen- 


rich  cemeteries,  often  with  distinct  trees  and 
grave  markers,  and  the  locations  of  the  birds 
neatly  marked  to  within  a few  feet!  So  while 
North  American  Birds  paints  with  broad  brush, 
eBird  can  not  only  do  that  but  can  also  give 
you  a perspective  heretofore  only  available  to 
spy  satellites  and  space  aliens.  It’s  all  the  more 
exciting  when  you  submit  your  own  observa- 
tions, your  hard  work,  and  see  your  own  con- 
tributions in  the  context  of  so  many  others, 
with  just  the  click  of  your  mouse.  Try  it — 
they  have  made  it  easier  than  ever  to  submit 
your  sightings.  Some  of  the  most  recalcitrant 
among  us  have  been  won  over  completely! 

The  Siskins 

In  the  East,  or  at  least  east  of  the  Great  Lakes, 
Pine  Siskins  may  have  outdone  every  previ- 
ous flight  on  record  in  terms  of  the  geograph- 
ic extent  of  the  flight,  although  the  pre-Inter- 
net flight  of  1987-1988  was  probably  compa- 
rable. Even  in  New  England,  where  the 
species  is  frequently  found  in  numbers  in 
winter,  the  flight  was  compared  to  the  siskin 
avalanche  of  1991-1992.  Although  the  flight 
began  in  the  early  autumn  season  across 
Canada  and  the  northern-tier  states,  flocks  of 
100  or  more  were  seen  in  the  United  States 
mostly  beginning  in  December.  By  Christmas 
Bird  Counts  season,  in  mid-December,  the 
long  lull  following  the  fall  flight  was  ended, 
and  large  counts  were  suddenly  coming  from 
all  across  New  England,  New  York,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  the 
Virginias.  Venerable  old  counts  such  as 
Saranac  Lake,  New  York,  turned  in  all-time 
high  counts  of  2000  or  more,  and  Barkham- 
sted,  Connecticut  had  700  birds.  By  January, 
Indiana  and  Illinois  were  getting  their  peak 
counts,  as  was  Tennessee,  and  the  Southeast 
was  inundated,  as  Ken  Blankenship  writes  in 
the  Southern  Atlantic  regional  report,  with 
“large  numbers  at  feeders  all  the  way  to  the 
southern  coastal  plain  of  Georgia.  Flocks  of 
30-50  birds  descending  upon  and  dominating 
feeding  stations  were  virtually  commonplace: 
boisterous  crowds  of  300-400  in  Catawba 
County,  North  Carolina  13  January  and  400 
in  Washington  County,  Georgia  17  January 
were  exemplary  among  many  reports  of  100 
or  more  siskins  at  single  sites.”  (See  his  S.  A. 
Box  on  the  siskin  influx  for  more  on  the  barn- 
storming little  birds.)  The  flight  was  certainly 
detected  as  far  west  as  Manitoba  and  as  far 
south  as  Louisiana,  where  one  Claiborne 
County  feeder  had  126  siskins  in  late  January 
and  early  February. 

Variation  in  Loxia  and  Carduelis  finches — 
some  birds  of  the  latter  genus  soon  to  be 
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species  (spruce  and  tamarack),  rather  than  on 
particular  species  of  pines  (as  in  Red),  has 
kept  variation  minimal.  However,  the  large- 
billed Eurasian  subspecies  of  White-winged, 
bifasciata  (Two-barred  Crossbill,  as  it  is 
known),  should  probably  be  considered  a 
species  distinct  from  the  small-billed  nomi- 
nate subspecies  of  North  America.  Have  any 
Eurasian  birds  reached  North  America?  Ice- 
land had  its  first  ever  Two-barred,  not  sur- 
prisingly on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  in 
2009.  Perhaps  Newfoundland  is  next! 

The  Snowies 


The  flight  of  Snowy  Owls — presumably  driv- 
en by  lack  of  food,  as  was  the  finch  flight — 
drew  comment  from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the 
Middle  Atlantic  but  did  not  reach  the  Caroli- 
nas  or  Gulf  Coast  states.  Unlike  for  the  finch- 
es, birders  do  not  generally  supply  feeding 
stations  for  owls,  and  indeed  some  of  the 
young  birds  that  are  observed  in  these  flights 
are  already  in  very  poor  health  as  a result  of 
starvation.  As  is  typical  during  these  flight 
years,  southern  Canada  started  to  get  reports 
of  Snowies  in  the  middle  of  October  through 
November.  As  birds  settled  into  wintering  ar- 
eas, or  perhaps  perished,  new  reports  dimin- 
ished sharply  in  northern  areas  after  early  De- 
cember. 

Because  Snowy  Owls  move  around  a bit,  it 
is  difficult  to  estimate  the  numbers  of  birds 
involved  in  these  flights.  From  the  reports  he 
received,  Brian  Dalzell  in  the  Atlantic 
Provinces  region  estimates  more  than  500 
owls,  “but  more  than  half  likely  died  due  to 
starvation  and  collisions.  Newfoundland  had 
about  250  reports,  for  Nova  Scotia  about  100, 
New  Brunswick  75,  and  southern  Labrador 
and  Prince  Edward  Island  about  50  each.” 
Nova  Scotia’s  Christmas  Bird  Counts  had  the 
greatest  number  since  1964  (14  birds),  while 
St.  Pierre’s  1 1 set  a new  count  record  14  De- 
cember. To  the  south,  a bander  at  Boston’s  Lo- 
gan Airport  had  at  least  30  Snovnes,  with  an- 
other 10  banded  nearby.  Pam  Hunt  writes; 
“All  but  two  of  these  banded  owls  were  hatch- 
year  individuals,  and  contrary  to  convention- 
al wisdom,  all  were  in  excellent  physical  con- 


Figiire  4.  This  young  Snowy  Owi,  discowred  by  birders  in  Spring  Hill,  Maury  County,  Tennessee  16  (here  1 7)  January  2009,  was  report- 
ed by  employees  of  the  nearby  Saturn  manufacturing  plant  to  have  been  present  since  at  least  3 December  2008.  It  appeared  to  be 
successfully  hunting  and  remained  in  the  area  through  at  least  15  February  2009.  Tennessee  has  just  eleven  prior  records  of  the 
species.  Photograph  by  Chris  Slom. 


Figure  3.  In  a season  with  record-breaking  numbers  of  Pine  Siskins  across  the  eastern  United  States,  it  was  not  surprising  to  have  a 
few  of  the  brighter  "green  morphs"  appear  among  the  hordes,  as  here  in  Rumford,  Rhode  Island  6 February  2009.  Photograph  by 
Rachel  Farrell. 


moved  to  the  genus  Spinus  by  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union — show  much  varia- 
tion, and  birders,  especially  those  with  finch- 
rich  feeding  stations,  have  worked  increasing- 
ly more  assiduously  to  detect  differences 
among  their  feeders’  patrons,  especially 
among  Common  Redpolls  and  Red  Crossbills. 
Although  the  flights  of  these  species  were 
modest  in  most  areas  and  not  comparable  to 
last  winter’s  flight,  several  observers  in 
Quebec  and  who  watched  their  feeders  care- 
fully this  past  winter  documented  two  taxa 
each  of  Common  and  Hoary  Redpolls,  and 
Ontarians  also  found  a single  Greenland 
Hoary  Redpoll  and  a Greater  Redpoll.  Ob- 
servers in  Quebec  also  photographed  two 
schizochroic  Evening  Grosbeaks,  that  is,  birds 
with  atypical  pigmentation  in  plumage.  And 
many  watchers  of  Pine  Siskin  found  a few 
“green  morphs”  among  the  hordes  (Figure  3); 
indeed,  of  646  siskins  banded  in  New  York’s 
Adirondack-Champlain  region,  16  were  iden- 
tified as  green  morphs.  In  Maine,  one  lucky 
observer,  and  former  regional  editor,  even  de- 
tected a boldfaced  Eurasian  Siskin — it  pays  to 
sort  through  those  feeder  finches! 

But  apparently  no  observer  reported  any 
sort  of  variation  among  the  tens  of  thousands 
of  White-winged  Crossbills  seen  this  winter. 
That  such  a widespread  bird  as  this  has  no 
named  subspecies  within  North  America  and 
even  no  known  variation  in  “types”  may  seem 
improbable:  Red  Crossbill  has  a dozen  or  so 
types  worldwide,  with  the  new  Idaho  endem- 
ic, South  Hills  Crossbill  (Loxia  sinesciums), 
possibly  only  the  first  split  in  that  large  com- 
plex (Benkman  et  al.  2009).  Perhaps  White- 
winged’s  reliance  on  widespread  boreal  tree 
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dition.”  She  estimates  75-80  owls  in  New 
England,  at  minimum,  60  of  these  between 
Maine  and  Massachusetts. 

Ontario’s  counts  of  Snowy  Owl  were  ro- 
bust, with  famed  Amherst  Island’s  highest 
count  coming  in  at  16.  New  York’s  Snowy 
flight  began  upstate  in  mid-November  and 
reached  the  coasts  by  January  while  seven 
made  it  to  Pennsylvania  and  eight  into  the 
Middle  Atlantic  region,  mostly  in  midwinter. 
Farther  west,  21  Snowies  between  Illinois  and 
Indiana  was  well  above  average.  Aaron  Brees 
called  the  owl  flight  “the  best  invasion  into 
Missouri  in  recent  memory,”  with  four  birds 
noted  from  21  December  into  February.  Iowa 
had  seven  Snowies,  Kansas  and  Nebraska  two 
each,  and  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  (Figure  4) 
one  each.  In  the  Pacific  Northwest,  12  in 
Washington  and  two  in  Oregon  was  said  to  be 
“typical  for  a non-invasion  year.” 

There  were  at  least  two  efforts  to  study 
movements  of  Snotvy  Owl  in  the  past  year. 
Norm  Smith  color-marked  some  of  the  birds 
he  banded  at  Logan  Airport,  and  some  of 
those  were  relocated  to  the  south,  as  far  away 
as  Newjersey  and  'Virginia.  Researchers  based 
at  the  Universite  Laval  in  Quebec — Jean- 
Frangois  Therrien,  Gilles  Gauthier,  Joel  Bety 
and  Frank  Doyle — fitted  Sno-wy  Owls  from 
nesting  sites  in  northern  Nunavut  and  north- 
ern Yukon  with  transmitters  and  found  that 
they  moved  around  quite  a bit.  As  expected, 
some  wintered  in  southern  Canada  and  the 
northern  United  States,  but  many  stayed  in 
far  northern  Canada  through  the  winter.  The 
Quebec  regional  editors  write:  “One  bird 
headed  northward,  toward  the  tip  of 
Ellesmere  Island — latitudes  at  which  there  is 
no  daylight  in  winter.  Western  birds  marked 
on  Herschel  Island  wintered  in  a variety  of  lo- 
cations in  northern  Yukon  and  Alaska,  where 
individual  birds  remained  for  several  months 
in  comparatively  small  areas  in  the  mountains 
or  river  delta  areas.”  We  are  reminded  by  this 
pioneering  study  that  our  marvelous  maps  of 
bird  distribution  end  up  often  strongly  re- 
flecting the  distribution  of  active  birders!  But 
we  do  what  we  can. 

The  Ivories 

We  would  be  remiss  if  we  did  not  mention, 
prominently  the  phenomenon  that  got  many 
people  into  their  cars  and  onto  airplanes  to 
witness:  a January  flight  of  Ivory  Gulls  that 
stretched  from  Labrador  south  to  Massachu- 
setts and  possibly  west  to  Wisconsin.  The  to- 
tal of  more  than  50  birds,  half  of  these  adults, 
from  the  Atlantic  Provinces  was  colossal. 
Dalzell  speculates:  “Perhaps  a lack  of  sea  ice 


in  the  Labrador  Sea,  combined  with  strong 
northeasterly  winds,  were  factors  in  their  ap- 
pearance.” In  Massachusetts,  both  Ivory  Gulls 
were  adults — rarely  reported  so  far  south — 
one  in  Gloucester  17-22  January,  the  other  at 
Plymouth  20-30  January.  Possibly  related  to 
this  flight  was  the  report  of  an  Ivory  Gull  in 
Door  County,  Wisconsin  21-25  December. 

There  is  growing  concern,  as  for  many  High 
Arctic  nesters,  that  the  rapid  changes  in  far- 
northern  ecosystems  are  having  drastic  nega- 
tive impacts  on  Ivory  Gulls,  not  just  in  the 
breeding  season  but  also  in  winter,  when 
changes  in  ice  regimes  are  believed  to  disrupt 
their  foraging  (COSWEIC  2006).  And  so  the 
appearances  of  adult  birds  in  New  England, 
exciting  as  they  may  be,  have  a somber  aspect, 
if  they  are  in  fact  driven  by  such  forces.  If  pre- 
dictions of  scientists  working  in  the  Arctic  are 
accurate,  many  of  us  may  be  alive  to  see  far 
more  drastic  changes  in  the  near  future:  Alun 
Anderson’s  forthcoming  After  the  Ice:  Life, 
Death,  and  Geopolitics  in  the  New  Arctic  (2009) 
makes  sobering  reading;  if  commercial  and 
military  ships  start  moving  across  an  ice-free 
Arctic  in  summer,  what  birds  will  be  seen? 

False  Spring 

Although  few  (if  any?)  of  the  finch  and  owl 
records  are  directly  related  to  inclement 
weather,  as  was  formerly  supposed,  there  was 
a rather  obvious,  large-scale  movement  of 
birds  related  to  clement  weather:  a spell  of 
warm  days  in  late  December  was  clearly  re- 
sponsible for  a “push”  of  waterfowl,  notably 
Northern  Pintail,  northward  into  the  Great 
Lakes  areas  where  they  had  been  absent  for 
many  weeks.  This  spring-like  movement  of- 
ten involved  sizable  flocks  moving  as  though 
in  migration,  rather  than  scattered  individu- 
als, and  was  a strong  reminder  that  some 
species  have  strong  facultative  components  to 
their  movements. 

The  flight  commenced  in  Ontario  on  27 
December,  with  strong  southerly  winds,  when 
three  flocks  totaling  358  pintails  appeared  be- 
tween three  sites;  the  next  day,  five  sites  had 
458  birds.  Though  colder  air  started  to  build 
in  the  next  day,  272  pintails  were  counted; 
and  finally,  on  30  December,  a flock  of  28  was 
seen.  Greater  'White-fronted  Geese  believed  to 
be  of  the  frontalis  subspecies  also  got  in  on  the 
action,  with  reports  of  15  total  from  southern 
Ontario,  and  numbers  of  Snow  Goose,  Gad- 
wall,  American  Wigeon,  Northern  Shoveler, 
Green-winged  Teal,  and  Ring-necked  Duck 
were  also  reported  during  the  warm-up. 
Across  Lake  Erie,  in  Ohio,  pintails  have  been 
attempting  to  winter  in  areas  where  they  were 


never  detected  ten  years  ago,  and  so  the  flight 
here  was  less  shocking  and  more  protracted 
but  still  unprecedented  in  modern  times,  with 
the  top  counts  of  70,  80,  200,  and  500  (bold- 
faced) spanning  27  December  through  12 
January  and  another  260  pintails  counted  lat- 
er in  January.  On  27  December,  the  Indiana 
lakefront  had  a flight  of  108  Green-winged 
Teal  and  81  pintails.  West  'Virginia  also  had 
small  pintail  flocks  associated  with  the 
warmer  weather,  though  most  were  detected 
in  early  January,  possibly  birds  moving  south- 
ward after  the  cold  weather  returned;  less 
clearly  related  were  flocks  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania later  in  the  season.  The  western  edge 
of  this  flight  was  documented  in  Michigan, 
where  the  species  is  also  unexpected  in  mid- 
winter and  where  high  counts  of  pintail 
topped  26  in  Berrien  County  4 January.  How- 
ever, 173  pintails  at  St.John’s,  Newfoundland 
26  December  were  not  part  of  this  brief  burst 
from  the  south;  editor  Dalzell  wondered  if 
they  might  be  Icelandic  breeders,  such  as  the 
local  Tufted  Ducks  are  assumed  to  be. 

Feeder  fare 

Feeder-birding,  or  at  least  bird-feeding,  occu- 
pies the  hours  of  tens  of  millions  of  people,  a 
hobby  probably  several  orders  of  magnitude 
greater  than  any  other  sort  of  birding  one 
could  name.  And  winter  is  the  season  in 
which  feeder-birding  in  peerless  in  most  tem- 
perate locations,  even  chilly  ones  such  as 
Nova  Scotia,  where  a single  feeder  produced 
four  rarities  simultaneously  into  midwinter 
(Figure  5),  all  probably  birds  remaining  from 
the  annual  late-autumn  reverse  migration.  We 
will  do  the  obligatory  winter-hummingbird 
thing  (and  now  the  winter-oriole  thing,  too) 
below,  but  there  are  now  more  and  more 
species  drawn  to  backyard  feeding  environ- 
ments that  need  our  consideration  here. 

Does  anyone  have  the  inclination  to  write  a 
paper  on  vagrancy  in  Varied  Thrush,  a species 
increasingly  attending  feeding  stations  in  some 
areas?  Now  that  the  journal  is  going  online, 
perhaps  the  tedium  involved  in  writing  such  a 
paper  would  be  minimal.  And  I would  think 
that  the  results  would  be  fascinating.  In  their 
strongholds,  these  striking  birds  seem  to  be  at- 
tending feeders  with  greater  regularity.  In 
southern  Alaska,  Thede  Tobish  notes  that 
counts  of  the  species  were  through  the  roof  in 
Kodiak,  with  315  on  their  Christmas  count  20 
December — and  89  attended  a single  feeder  in 
Kodiak  1 1 February.  “As  have  wintering  Amer- 
ican Robins”  in  Alaska,  Tobish  writes,  “Varieds 
have  adapted  to  consuming  hulled  sunflower 
seeds  at  feeders.”  The  connection  to  robins 
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Figure  5.  Hanging  out  together  in  early  (here  1 ) January  2009  at  the  photographer's  feeder  in  Canso,  Nova  Scotia  are  (from  left  to 
right),  Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  Clay-colored  Sparrow,  and  Dickcissels  (absent  when  photograph  taken  was  a Grasshopper  Sparrow). 
Photograph  by  Tom  Kavanaugh. 


Figure  6.  Across  much  of  the  northeastern  quadrant  of  North  America  in  winter  2008-2009,  Varied  Thrushes  took  advantage  of  feed- 
ers, including  this  male  at  Fenwick,  Niagara  County,  Ontario  6-10  (here  9)  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Frank  and  Sandra  Horvath. 


and  to  feeders  is  an  interesting  one.  Pam  Hunt 
indicates  that  there  appeared  to  be  a connec- 
tion between  the  severe  ice  storm  of  22  De- 
cember and  the  appearance  of  100,000-r  Amer- 
ican Robins  and  10+  Varied  Thrushes,  mostly 
in  the  coastal  plain  of  New  England.  Were 
these  birds  merely  pushed  out  of  interior  areas, 
where  they  were  overlooked,  to  feeders  in 
more  populated  areas,  where  they  were  more 
likely  to  be  seen?  Or  did  the  birds  come  from 
still  farther  west,  where  severe  cold  had  set  in? 
Both  scenarios  seem  plausible.  But  the  distri- 
bution of  the  Varied  Thrushes  was  interesting: 
seven  were  in  Maine  (two  at  one  feeder),  two 
each  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Hampshire,  and 
singles  in  New  Brunswick,  Connecticut, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Pennsylvania,  and  Long 
Island  (the  southernmost  on  the  East  Coast). 
None  were  noted  in  Massachusetts,  though 
most  of  the  robins,  and  plenty  of  birders,  were 
concentrated  there!  There  seemed  to  be  no 
major  flight  of  Varied  Thrushes  around  the 
Great  Lakes  to  explain  the  eastern  flight:  the 
tallies  were  about  average  for  recent  years, 
with  Minnesota  counting  15,  Wisconsin  10, 
Michigan  3,  Ontario  6,  Quebec  and  Indiana  2 
each,  and  Illinois  one.  Farther  west,  four  were 
in  Nebraska,  one  in  North  Dakota,  and  one  in 
Dillon,  Montana  (where  rare  in  winter).  The 
dates  of  these  records  were  also  not  obviously 
concentrated  in  a narrow  window,  but  then 
birds  that  appear  at  feeders  may  have  been 
present  in  nearby  habitats  and  only  moved  to 
feeders  when  weather  is  severe,  true  of  several 
Varieds  this  season  in  the  East.  A single  Varied 
Thrush  was  boldfaced  in  Blackrock  Arroyo, 
Zuni,  New  Mexico  13  December,  Though 
there  was  no  extensive  discussion  of  plumage 
in  most  reports,  a female  Varied  at  Mount  Den- 
son, Nova  Scotia  was  keyed  out  as  belonging  to 
the  subspecies  mendoides,  which  nests  in  Alas- 
ka and  northwestern  Canada  south  to  north- 
eastern Oregon.  An  examination  of  photo- 
graphs of  females,  and  of  specimens,  might  in- 
dicate that  this  is  the  “expected”  species  in  the 
Midwest  and  East.  One  assumes  the  New  Mex- 
ican bird  was  mendoides,  likewise  the  single 
bird  in  Colorado  at  Colorado  Springs,  but  are 
there  records  of  the  nominate  subspecies  east 
of  the  West  Coast  states? 

Another  western  species  with  interesting 
patterns  of  vagrancy.  Band-tailed  Pigeon,  has 
been  reported  farther  north  in  winter,  and  at 
higher  elevations  in  winter,  than  in  the  past;  it 
too  often  attends  feeders.  Most  of  these  birds, 
of  course,  remain  within  their  core  range, 
such  as  in  Colorado,  where  Band-taileds  hung 
on  at  a half-dozen  sites  often  seen  at  feeders  at 
relatively  high  elevation.  In  addition  to  the 
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Figure  7.  An  out-of  season  Band-tailed  Pigeon  surprised  and  delighted  rosy-finch  watchers  from  9 January  2009  (here)  through  the 
rest  of  the  winter  in  Allenspark,  Boulder  County,  Colorado.  Photograph  by  Mark  Chavez. 


Figure  8.  Now  almost  annual  in  Louisiana,  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  still  retains  some  shock  value  there,  and  it  is  a species  dearly 
poised  to  appear  in  far  less  expected  settings,  as  recent  records  from  the  Midwest  and  Northeast  hint.  This  wintering  immature  male 
(completing  its  molt  to  adult  plumage)  blessed  Baton  Rouge  1 7 October  2008  through  23  February  (here  1 7 January)  2009. 
Photograph  by  Joe  Turner. 


two  or  three  usual  sites,  including  an  over- 
wintering bird  at  Allenspark  in  Boulder 
County.  Thus  quip  Larry  Semo,  Tony  Leuker- 
ing,  and  Bill  Schmoker:  “There  probably 
aren’t  many  sites  at  which  one  can  see  all 
three  species  of  rosy-finch  and  Band-tailed  Pi- 
geon simultaneously!”  To  the  south,  in  New 
Mexico,  Sandy  Williams  also  calls  attention  to 
the  species’  winter  status,  which  is  “undergo- 
ing rapid  change,”  with  sizable  numbers  in 
the  higher  elevations  through  the  entire  sea- 
son. One  at -high  elevation  at  Mammoth 
Lakes,  Mono  County,  California  22  January 
was  the  first  in  the  county  in  that  month.  Be- 
cause relatively  few  birders  live  at  higher  ele- 
vations in  the  West,  it  will  be  interesting  to 
see  (perhaps  through  eBird  data,  where  feed- 
er-watchers are  starting  to  tender  more  and 
more  of  their  sightings)  whether  this  subtle 
trend  continues. 

Okay,  hummingbirds.  Maybe  there  will 
come  a time  when  we  can  just  pass  over  a sea- 
son as  “average”?  Dalzell’s  report  put  it  suc- 
cinctly: “An  unidentified  hummingbird  seen 
briefly  at  Canso,  Nova  Scotia  3 December 
could  have  been  just  about  any  of  the  North 
American  species.”  Amen. 

Hardly  foreseen  in  the  march  of  western 
hummingbirds  eastward  has  been  the  relative- 
ly meteoric  rise  of  Broad-billed  Humming- 
bird, which  was  reported  this  season  from 
Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  Alabama  (its 
fifth),  Arkansas  (second),  and  Louisiana  (Fig- 
ure 8).  Some  of  these  birds  were  continuing 
from  the  fall  season,  but  one,  the  North  Car- 
olina bird,  was  returning  for  its  second  win- 
ter. Perhaps  a hint  that  this  species  was  start- 
ing to  move  comes  from  the  Southwest:  sin- 
gles out  of  range  in  New  Mexico  included 
males  at  or  near  Silver  City,  Radium  Springs, 
and  Las  Cruces,  while  Arizona  had  one  at 
Kingman  and  an  early  nesting  bird  23  Febru- 
ary. Other  western  hummingbirds  were  in 
typical  numbers  but  in  several  new  states. 
Calliope  Hummingbirds  were  found  in  Con- 
necticut, Virginia  (its  first  documented),  and 
South  Carolina;  four  were  banded  in  northern 
Florida;  and  three  were  in  a single  yard  in  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  Louisiana.  Allen’s  Hummingbirds 
found  their  way  to  Maryland  (its  first).  South 
Carolina,  Florida  (eighth),  and  Alabama.  Sev- 
en Buff-bellied  Hummingbirds  were  banded 
in  Florida,  two  (already  banded)  were  in  Ala- 
bama, and  one  banded  bird  made  it  to  Hat- 
tiesburg, Mississippi.  The  only  Anna’s  men- 
tioned far  from  usual  range  was  a female  at 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  probably  returning  for 
its  third  winter  there. 

Lost  in  much  of  the  excitement  over  rarer 


species  is  careful  attention  to  the  apparently 
rapidly  changing  status  of  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  in  the  Southeast  in  winter.  For- 
merly, Ruby-throated  seemed  to  be  relatively 
rare  at  this  season,  but  in  recent  winters,  it  is 
clear  that  their  numbers  have  increased.  In 
northern  Florida,  Fred  Bassett  banded  43 


Ruby-throated  and  nine  Black-chinned  Hum- 
mingbirds. In  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  there 
were  merely  four  Black-chinneds  confirmed 
but  at  least  131  Ruby-throateds  (and  probably 
60  more).  Almost  all  of  these  Archilochus  were 
in  the  coastal  plain.  And  lastly:  orioles.  The 
show  this  chilly  winter  was  not  as  earth-shat- 
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Figure  9.  This  Eastern  Winter  Wren  was  discovered  and  identified  by  Jay  Miiier  at  his 
home  in  Mesa,  Arizona  24  November  2008  (here  15  February  2009).  Vocaiizations  of 
this  individuai  have  been  recorded  and  analyzed,  confirming  the  identification.  The 
status  of  the  two  subspecies  groups  of  Winter  Wren,  both  of  which  occur  in  Arizona 
during  the  winter,  is  still  poorly  known.  Photograph  by  Jim  Burns. 


tering  as  in  some  recent  memorable  winters, 
but  one  and  possibly  two  Hooded  Orioles  in 
Alabama  in  January  hinted  at  possibilities  to 
come;  Alabama  has  no  previous  reports  of  the 
species.  Nearly  as  unusual,  three  Hoodeds 
spent  the  winter  in  El  Paso,  Texas:  the  Trans- 
Pecos  region  has  just  one  previous  record  of 
overwintering  in  the  species.  And  Audubon’s 
Orioles  continue  to  spread  into  the  Hill  Coun- 
try of  Texas,  perhaps  poised  for  another  ap- 
pearance in  the  Midwest  next  year. . . 

Splits  and  Subspecies 

Identihcation  of  birds  to  the  level  of  sub- 
species is  tricky  in  many  cases  (not  least  be- 
cause many  described  subspecies  are 
probably  not  valid),  and  especially  with  birds 
in  the  held  rather  than  the  hand,  but  careful 
birders  are  documenting  more  and  more  sub- 
species— or  subspecies  groups — with  appar- 
ent accuracy.  Winter  Wren,  a candidate  for 
splitting  into  at  least  two  species  in  North 
America  (Toews  and  Irwin  2008),  occurs 
over  much  of  the  continent  as  a wintering 
bird,  but  the  distribution  of  the  eastern  and 
western  subspecies  groups  has  yet  to  be 
worked  out.  Western  birders  are  taking  the 
lead,  especially  in  Arizona,  where  several 


Eastern  Winter  Wrens  (sub- 
species group  hkmalis)  have 
been  documented,  including 
one  that  remained  in  Mesa, 
Arizona  from  24  November 
through  15  February  (Figure 
9).  Another  Eastern,  also  ex- 
tensively photographed  and 
audio-recorded,  was  con- 
hrmed  in  Montecito,  Santa 
Barbara  County,  California  3- 
21  January.  There  are  reports 
of  Western  Winter  Wrens 
from  the  East  (an  apparent 
pacificus  group  bird  was  heard 
calling  at  Cape  May,  New  Jer- 
sey some  years  back),  but  no 
reports  have  been  docu- 
mented as  yet,  as  far  as  I 
know.  We  should  check  spec- 
imens in  our  museums,  I sup- 
pose! 

Aside  from  redpolls  and 
Cackling  Geese,  relatively  few 
other  subspecies  were  dis- 
cussed in  this  winter’s  reports 
in  detail.  Southern  Ontario 
birders  identified  at  least  five 
Great  Horned  Owls  of  sub- 
species scalahventris  (breed- 
ing in  northern  and  western 
Ontario)  and  one  of  subspecies  hetewcnemis 
(breeding  from  northern  Quebec  to  New- 
foundland)— Snyder’s  and  Labrador  sub- 
species, for  those  who  don’t  like  tongue- 
twisters — and  North  Dakotans 
found  a subarcticus  Great 
Horned,  which  breeds  in  taiga 
from  Alaska  to  Hudson  Bay. 

Gulls  X' Us 

Sorting  through  large  numbers 
of  birds  to  find  noncon- 
formists— especially  large  as- 
semblages of  geese,  gulls,  and 
blackbirds — is  one  of  winter’s 
chief  challenges  and  often 
chief  delights.  Among  all  of 
these  throngs,  birders  are  find- 
ing more  and  more  variation  in 
gulls;  one  could  say,  as  Ed  Pan- 
dolfino,  Steve  Rottenborn, 

Mike  Rogers,  and  Steve  Glover 
do  so  diplomatically,  that  we 
are  coming  to  “appreciate”  this 
variation  more  and  more.  Cer- 
tainly, most  of  us  now  flag  our 
reports  as  “possible”  or  “po- 
tential” when  it  comes  to  the 


most  difficult-to-identify  gulls,  and  indeed 
unless  we  reach  some  means  of  determining, 
with  certainty,  that  creatures  such  as  Vega 
Gull  are  diagnosable  in  the  field,  we  use  these 
labels  tentatively  by  necessity.  The  perennial 
discussions  over  what  to  do  with  the  Thay- 
er’s/Kumlien’s/Iceland  group  were  held  again 
on  various  Internet  discussion  groups  this 
year,  and  though  these  always  make  com- 
pelling reading,  we  have  not  found  firm  sci- 
entific footing — many  individual  birds  simply 
seem  to  show  attributes  of  more  than  one  tax- 
on. California  seems  to  be  “ground  zero”  for 
many  of  these  discussions,  though  through 
the  Internet,  we  are  all  connected  in  a way 
that  permits  the  conversation  to  be  world- 
wide rather  than  regional.  Californians  found 
up  to  five  “possible”  Vega  Gulls  this  season, 
beginning  10  December,  but  the  Northern 
California  editors  caution  that  only  three  of 
these  were  photographed,  and  it  is  not  clear 
that  our  own  American  Herring  Gull  can  be 
excluded  in  all  cases.  They  encourage  birders 
to  continue  photographing  and  describing  the 
gulls  they  find,  even  if  we  cannot  at  this  point 
assign  them  to  a species  or  subspecies  with 
confidence.  In  Florida,  what  appeared  to  be 
an  adult  Vega  Gull  was  documented  at  Day- 
tona Beach  during  most  of  January  and  Feb- 
ruary, and  yet  another  was  photographed  in 
Salisbur)',  Maryland  2 January. 

Some  authors  (e.g.,  Patten  et  al.  2003)  do 
not  split  Iceland  and  Thayer’s  Gulls,  and  some 
treat  Kumlien’s  as  an  intermediate  form — a 
subspecies,  part  of  a dine,  or  a hybrid  swarm 


Figure  10.  Identification  of  extralimital  Iceland  Gulls  is  tricky,  given  the  range  of  varia- 
tion in  Thayer's  and  intermediate-looking  birds.  This  bird,  which  showed  some  charac- 
teristics of  nominate  Iceland  Gull  rather  than  the  subspecies  observed  across  most  of 
North  America  {kumlieni),  posed  no  such  problems.  It  was  present  at  the  Davis  Waste- 
water  Treatment  Plant  12  February  through  28  (here  23)  March  2009.  Photograph  by 
Todd  Easterla. 
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Figure  11.  Flight  shets  of  gulls  do  not  come  much  better  than  this  photograph  of  an  adult  tom/w  Iceland  Gull  at  Hammond  Marina 
in  Lake  County,  Indiana  22  February  2009;  the  species  was  widespread  and  numerous  in  the  Lower  48  states  during  winter  2008- 
2009,  with  a first  record  for  the  Bahamas  marking  the  movement's  southern  limit.  Photograph  by  John  K.  Cassady. 


between  glaucoides  and  thayeri.  Research  is 
still  lacking  that  would  confirm  any  arrange- 
ment. However  we  come  to  regard  them,  we 
have  no  reason  to  suspend  study  of  these 
beautiful  Arctic  gulls,  particularly  when  they 
are  numerous  well  out  of  usual  range.  Cold 
winters,  especially  when  there  is  extensive 
freezing  of  the  Great  Lakes,  tend  to  produce 
more  records  of  white-winged  gulls  in  the 
Lower  48  states  and  in  the  Northeast  in  par- 
ticular, and  the  chilly  winter  of  2008-2009 
turned  out  to  be  a marvelous  season  for  study 
of  Glaucous  and  Iceland/Kumlien’s/Thayer’s  in 
particular.  In  California,  there  were  reports  of 
Kumlien’s  or  Iceland  Gulls  from  at  least  eight 
counties!  Some  may  have  been  pale  thayeri  or 
even  hybrids,  but  take  a look  at  photographs 
of  birds  from  Lompoc,  Santa  Barbara  County, 
from  Venice  State  Beach,  San  Mateo  County, 
and  from  the  Davis  Water  Treatment  Plant, 
Yolo  County  (Figure  10).  These  birds  look 
more  like  (nominate)  glaucoides!  In  30+  years 
of  looking  at  gulls  in  the  eastern  Great  Lakes 
and  the  mid-Atlantic  states,  I have  never  seen 
a bird  that  looked  like  this,  so  I’m  amazed  to 
see  this  coming  from  California,  which  is  a 
long  way  from  Iceland,  the  core  wintering  area 
of  Greenland-breeding  glaucoides. 

Providing  context  for  the  California  influx, 
Iceland  Gulls  were  in  splendid  numbers 
through  much  of  the  continent,  though  none 
apparently  reached  Gulf  of  Mexico  shores. 
Newfoundland’s  Boxing  Day  count  of  2115  in 
St.  John’s  topped  all  others,  but  even  New 


Brunswick  had  a staggering  650  at  Black’s 
Harbour  4 February.  In  the 
Terrebonne-Lachenaie  area  north  of  Montreal 
25  January,  observers  counted  220  Iceland 
Gulls,  a very  high  count  for  that  part  of 
Quebec.  Jim  Hengeveld,  Keith  McMullen,  and 
Geoffrey  Williamson  report  good  numbers  of 
northern  gulls  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  includ- 
ing some  well-photographed  adults  (Figure 
11),  though  most  of  the  Iceland  Gulls  noted 
south  of  Canada  were  first-cycle  birds.  In  the 
Western  Great  Lakes’  three  states,  the  species 
was  noted  in  23  counties,  well  above  average. 
To  the  south,  single  Iceland  Gulls  received 
boldface  at  Byrd  Dam,  West  Virginia  29  Janu- 
ary (a  state  first!)  and  Kentucky  Dam,  Ken- 
tucky 26  January.  Farther  west,  Colorado  had 
three  and  Montana  one  Iceland  Gull  at  Fort 
Peck  12  December  and  another  in  Flathead 
County  7 December  through  the  season’s  end, 
bringing  Montana’s  total  records  of  the  species 
to  three.  Utah’s  second  Iceland  Gull  spent 
most  of  February  at  Farmington  Bay.  The  first 
Iceland  Gull  for  the  Bahamas,  and  in  fact  for 
the  West  Indies,  was  at  Arawak  Cay,  Nassau  7 
February  through  the  season’s  end,  “hanging 
out  at  the  three  conch-  and  fish-cleaning 
sites,”  as  Rob  Norton,  Tony  White,  and  An- 
drew Dobson  report. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  big  swath  cut  by 
Iceland  Gull  through  the  continent  (nearly 
matched  by  Glaucous  Gull),  we  might  have 
opened  this  section  with  Glaucous-winged 
Gull,  a species  that  seems  to  be  on  the  move 


more  stealthily.  One  first-cycle  bird  spent  6- 
20  December  at  Horseshoe  Lake,  Madison 
County,  Illinois,  and  another  was  at  the 
Rochester  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  in  New 
Hampshire  10  January.  More  expected,  but 
still  regional  rarities,  were  two  in  Colorado, 
five  in  Nevada,  four  in  Utah,  and  three  be- 
tween western  Montana  and  Idaho.  One  won- 
ders whether  the  “major  influx”  into  South- 
ern California  during  the  winter,  as  reported 
by  Guy  McCaskie  and  Kimball  Garrett,  was 
connected  to  extralimital  records  in  the  Great 
Lakes  and  intermountain  West. 

For  more  gull  news,  check  out  the  “lunch- 
break”  Ross’s  Gull  in  Kansas,  the  Black-tailed 
Gull  in  California,  and  the  fascinating  saga  of 
Maine’s  color-banded  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  and  hybrid  offspring,  which  were  pho- 
tographed in  Florida  in  January  and  February! 

Increasing? 

Many  long-term  trends  in  bird  populations 
are  difficult  to  perceive  in  winter,  as  most 
species  move  around  a bit  in  response  to 
availability  of  food  and  changes  in  weather. 
Waterfowl  can  be  especially  tricky  to  monitor, 
though,  outside  the  context  of  the  Christmas 
Bird  Counts,  more  resources  are  probably  de- 
voted to  gathering  information  on  their  num- 
bers in  winter  than  to  all  other  birds  com- 
bined in  North  America.  However,  a few  sig- 
nals in  recent  years  may  prove  interesting.  In 
the  Atlantic  Provinces,  both  Barrow’s  Golden- 
eye and  Harlequin  Duck  numbers  are  said  to 
be  on  the  rise,  and  this  gradual,  subtle  in- 
crease seems  to  be  reflected  in  the  past  10 
years  or  so  by  increases  to  the  south  and  west 
of  eastern  Canada,  as  well  as  by  a very  subtle 
increase  in  extralimital  records  in  the  East 
and  Midwest.  Barrow’s  was  found  twice  in 
Maryland  this  past  winter,  for  its  third  and 
fourth  records,  and  Chicago  even  had  one — 
the  first  for  Illinois  since  1999.  Among  ex- 
panding geese  (and  almost  all  of  them  are). 
Pink-footed  Goose  may  be  the  new  rising  star, 
with  a notable  increase  in  records  just  in  the 
past  few  seasons;  New  York’s  third  was  found 
in  Queens  8 December,  and  one  was  at  Fal- 
mouth, Massachusetts  12-15  January  (Figure 
12).  Although  not  a species  of  waterfowl, 
Common  Murre  appears  to  be  increasing 
steadily  in  near-shore  waters  of  the  Hud- 
son-Delaware  region,  a trend  that  bears 
watching. 

Because  so  many  birds  are  difficult  to  mon- 
itor in  winter,  it  can  be  useful  to  focus  on  a 
single  species  at  a time.  The  International 
Rusty  Blackbird  Technical  Working  Group, 
based  at  the  Smithsonian  Migratory  Bird  Cen- 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  2 


217 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS:  NEVER  A DULL  MOMENT 


Figure  12.  This  Pink-footed  Goose  was  in  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  12-15  (here  14)  January  2009,  providing  New  England  with  its 
third  winter  record  in  the  past  four  years.  Photograph  by  Barry  Burden. 


Figure  13.  Rusty  Blackbirds  are  extremely  rare  in  the  Great  Basin,  with  only  a handful  of  previously  confirmed  records  for  Nevada  and 
Utah.  This  winter,  however,  there  were  several  throughout  the  region,  including  this  male  visiting  Fish  Spring  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Juab  County,  Utah  4-17  (here  16)  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Paul  Higgins. 


ter  in  Washington,  DC,  held  a “Rusty  Black- 
bird Blitz”  in  February  2009.  Hundreds  of  ob- 
servers went  out  and  scoured  habitats  in  the 
Southeast  for  this  shy,  enigmatic  species  (Fig- 
ure 13)  and  in  some  areas  met  with  success 


and  good  numbers,  while  other  regions  (re- 
porting in  this  issue)  mention  “limited  suc- 
cess.” Nevertheless,  this  single-species  ap- 
proach is  an  excellent  one,  particularly  in  the 
period  following  the  Christmas  Bird  Counts, 


when  project-oriented  work  can  get  people 
back  out  into  the  field.  Moreover,  habitats 
such  as  those  occupied  by  Rusties  tend  to  get 
passed  over  during  Christmas  counts  because 
they  are  difficult  of  access  in  many  cases,  and 
so  I believe  such  birds  are  routinely  under- 
counted. 1 have  indicated  an  optimism  in  this 
column  previously  that  numbers  of  Rusties 
are  beginning  to  climb  slowly  in  core  range, 
mostly  based  on  anecdotal  information  and 
an  apparent  uptick  in  extralimital  records, 
but  the  preliminary  results  of  the  Blackbird 
Blitz  suggest  that  my  optimism  may  have 
been  premature.  We  can  look  forward  to  the 
Blitz  results,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  an  annu- 
al February  event! 

North  of  normal 

In  cold  winters,  most  of  us  do  not  expect 
birds  of  southerly  affinities  to  hang  out  in  the 
north.  So  why  were  there  Brown  Pelicans  in 
the  Ozarks  of  Missouri  in  mid-February  and 
at  Kentucky  Dam,  Kentucky  in  mid-Decem- 
ber, and  in  Shreveport,  Baton  Rouge,  and  two 
other  non-coastal  Louisiana  locations  in  win- 
ter? Steve  Cardiff  suggests  that  these  birds 
were  leftovers  from  the  big  hurricane  season, 
which  pushed  pelicans  inland  in  autumn,  and 
the  same  may  be  true  of  Laughing  Gulls 
strewn  throughout  the  interior  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  states  into  the  New  Year,  with  notably 
northern  multiples  in  Arkansas,  Missouri, 
Illinois  (six!),  and  Kentucky.  Herons  and 
egrets  north  of  normal  did  not  feature  promi- 
nently in  many  regional  reports,  but  Oregon 
had  its  sixth  Little  Blue  Heron,  which  spent 
the  winter.  Is  anyone  else  astonished  by  the 
proliferation  of  winter-period  records  of 
Swainsons  Hawk  from  so  many  locations? 
Two  soaring  over  Alligator  River  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  in  North  Carolina  30  Decem- 
ber were  photographed,  and  one  stayed  on 
through  at  least  23  January.  If  this  isn’t  mind- 
blowing,  then  what  about  single  Swainson’s 
in  Edmond,  Oklahoma  28  December;  Witchi- 
ta  Falls,  Texas  8 December;  Fremont  County, 
Idaho  3 December;  Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Wash- 
ington through  the  winter?  Granted,  the 
species  migrates  rather  early  in  “spring”:  Mc- 
Caskie  and  Garrett  detailed  migrants  as  late 
as  29  January  in  San  Diego  County.  But  there 
are  other  species  that  seem  to  defy  the  calen- 
dar, and  weather,  more  and  more  frequent- 
ly— Solitary  Sandpiper  is  one.  Kentucky  had 
its  first  winter  record  in  Warren  County  17 
December,  and  one  at  Red  Slough  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  Oklahoma  through  13 
January  was  a winter  first  for  the  Southern 
Great  Plains  region!  Three  Solitaries  were  in 
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Soutliern  California  during  the  winter  and 
five  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  in  December, 
where  records  are  in  increasing  in  winter.  Our 
winter  report  usually  has  little  news  on  breed- 
ing shorebirds,  but  Killdeer  continue  to  nest 
later  and  later:  small  chicks  in  Florida  on  1 1 
December  and  in  Alabama  on  27  December 
extended  known  breeding  dates  in  those 
states  by  months. 

Even  more  amazing  are  those  passerines 
that  hang  on  well  after  the  weather  has  turned 
brutally  cold.  A Warbling  Vireo  in  Ontario  4 
December  could  not  have  been  comfortable, 
nor  a Wood  Thrush  20  December  in  Indiana. 
In  the  past,  such  records  might  have  been  dis- 
missed as  misidentifications,  but  with  the 
proliferation  of  digital  photography,  we  now 
have  good  documentation  on  such  records, 
by  and  large.  Swainson’s  Thrushes,  once  con- 
sidered nearly  mythical  in  winter  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  were  reported  at  least  three  times 
this  season;  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  2 January, 
where  the  bird  was  seen  taking  the  fruit  of  a 
Burning  Bush;  at  Port  Aransas,  Texas  15  Jan- 
uary (a  first  in  winter  for  the  state);  and  at 
Portland,  Oregon  16  December.  The  increase 


in  wintering  tanagers,  especially  Summer 
Tanagers  at  feeders,  continues,  but  we  hardly 
expected  two  winter  Scarlet  Tanagers,  almost 
unheard  of  in  North  America:  one  in  Hara- 
han,  Louisiana,  the  other  at  the  San  Diego 
Zoo,  California.  Boldfaced  in  Arizona  were 
first-in-winter  Blackburnian  and  Kentucky 
Warblers,  and  a Bell’s  Vireo  in  Houston,  Texas 
29  December  was  one  of  very  few  well-docu- 
mented winter  records  for  the  United  States. 
But,  as  many  readers  will  notice  in  a careful 
perusal  of  a few  regional  reports,  these  are 
only  the  dazzling  headliners  among  hundreds 
of  similar  cases:  sparrows,  wading  birds,  wa- 
terfowl, shorebirds,  diurnal  raptors,  and 
many  other  groups  are  represented  by  pio- 
neers hundreds  of  miles  north  of  the  northern 
edge  of  winter  range,  even  in  an  old-fash- 
ioned cold  winter.  Indeed,  some  short-dis- 
tance migrants  are  absent  from  our  regions 
for  shorter  and  shorter  periods,  with  the  last 
out-migrants  leaving  later  and  first  arrivals 
coming  sooner,  often  within  the  December 
through  February  period.  If  this  trend  contin- 
ues, we  may  soon  lose  the  capacity  to  be 
amazed  by  winter  contrarians  altogether. 
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Very  few  folk  will  long  remember  the 
winter  of  2008-2009,  with  little  depar- 
ture from  long-term  weather  norms. 
Abundant  freezing  rain  in  January  and  Febru- 
ary produced  alternating  layers  of  snow  and 
ice,  creating  a hard  crust  that  would  support 
even  the  burliest  among  us  but  also  resulting 
in  numerous  injuries  as  a result  of  slipping. 
David  Webster,  commenting  on  conditions  in 
the  Annapolis  Valley  of  Nova  Scotia,  noted 
that  he  had  never  seen  a winter  with  so  much 
ice  cover  at  soil  level,  in  some  areas  more  than 
8 cm  of  hard  ice  at  soil  level — small  owls  (and 
their  prey),  Ring-necked  Pheasants,  and  other 
open-country  birds  such  as  Snow  Buntings 
were  all  affected  by  the  ice. 

Winter  listing  has  become  quite  popular  in 
the  Region,  with  the  following  totals  recorded 
this  season;  Nova  Scotia  - 205  (Blake  May- 
bank);  New  Brunswick  - 162  (Gilles  Bel- 
liveau);  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  - 136 
Oared  Clark);  Prince  Edward  Island  - 105 
(David  Seeler);  Saint  Pierre  et  Miquelon  - 89 
(Roger  Etcheberry  and  Patrick  Boez).  Maybank 
maintains  a hne  winter  birding  website  for  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  contains  links 
to  the  other  provinces:  <http://www3.ns. 
sympatico.ca/maybank/other/nswinter.htm>. 

Abbreviations;  A.P.  (Avalon  Pen.,  NF);  C.B.l. 
(Cape  Breton  1.,  NS);  COSEWIC  (Committee 
on  the  Status  of  Endangered  Wildlife  In  Cana- 
da); C.S.I.  (Cape  Sable  I.,  NS);  G.M.l.  (Grand 
Manan  I.,  NB);  H.R.M.  (Flalifax  Regional  Mu- 
nicipality, NS);  NF  (insular  Newfoundland); 
PE  (Prince  Edward  I.);  SPM  (Saint  Pierre  et 
Miquelon,  France). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
WILD  TURKEY 

A flock  of  14  Snow  Geese  was  inexplicably 


heading  northwestward  over  Edmundston, 
NB  on  the  late  date  of  5 Jan  (Cannon  Dube), 
and  4 were  at  Barrington,  NS  8 Eeb  (MN).  A 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  of  subspecies 
flavirostris  in  Halifax  4 Jan  into  March  was  sa- 
vored by  many  observers.  A Cackling  Goose 
was  noted  on  the  Halifax-Dartmouth  C.B.C. 
14  Dec  (Angela  Thibodeau).  A Black  Brant  at 
C.S.I.  12  Dec  was  a hrst  of  the  w.  subspecies 
for  veteran  observers  there  (MN),  while  50 
Brant  at  Second  Pen.,  Lunenberg,  NS  22  Dec 
were  well  outside  their  normal  winter  haunts 
QH).  Best  totals  of  Canada  Goose  were 
11,135  on  the  Halifax-Dartmouth  C.B.C.  14 
Dec;  5300  at  Port  LHebert,  NS  21  Dec 
(C.B.C.);  and  1000  at  Vernon  River,  PE  15  Jan 
(Dan  Kennedy).  A Tundra  Swan  pho- 
tographed at  Lockeport,  Shelburne,  NS  23  Dec 
(Bill  Crosby)  was  one  of  very  few  recent 
provincial  records.  A female  Wood  Duck  on 
the  St.  Pierre  C.B.C.  14  Dec  was  a first  for  that 
count.  Best  totals  of  Gadwall  were  50+  at 
Cymbria,  Queens,  PE  4 Jan  (FDB)  and  21  on 


the  Pictou  Harbour,  NS  C.B.C.  the  day  before. 
At  least  8 Eurasian  Wigeons  wintered  in  St. 
John’s,  NF;  5 were  at  Spaniards  Bay,  NF  8 Feb 
(BMt  et  al);  and  at  least  10  were  found  in 
Nova  Scotia  throughout  the  period.  An  as- 
tounding 355  American  Wigeons  were  found 
on  the  Glace  Bay,  NS  C.B.C.  28  Dec,  while  a 
more  modest  120  were  at  Dartmouth,  NS  9 
Dec  (BMy  DM).  A female  Blue-winged  Teal  at 
St.John’s,  NF  17  Dec  (fideJC)  provided  only 
the  2nd  winter  record  for  the  province,  while 
a drake  at  Yarmouth,  NS  26  Feb  (MN)  was 
only  slightly  less  rare.  Given  the  rarity  of 
Northern  Pintail  over  most  of  the  Region  in 
winter,  it  always  amazes  this  editor  how  many 
are  found  at  St.John’s,  NF  (such  as  the  173  on 
the  C.B.C.  there  26  Dec);  could  these  be  Ice- 


landic breeders?  Of  21  Green-winged  Teal  at 
St.  John’s,  NF  throughout  the  period,  5 were 
Eurasian  males,  4 were  American  males,  and 
12  were  females. 

Single  drake  Canvasbacks  were  reported  at 
Glace  Bay,  NS  in  mid-Jan  (Cathy  & Allan  Mur- 
rant)  and  near  Blanche,  Shelburne,  NS  22  Feb+ 
(MN).  A tally  of  23  Ring-necked  Ducks  on  the 
Eskasoni,  NS  C.B.C.  26  Dec  was  notable,  as 
the  species  usually  winters  in  the  sw.  part  of 
the  province  and  in  much  smaller  numbers.  A 
total  of  20  Tufted  Ducks  in  St.  John’s  was  a 
new  winter  high;  5 at  Pictou  Harbour,  NS  14 
Feb  was  also  a provincial  high  (MK);  a first- 
winter  male  at  Saint  John,  NB  27  Dec  (DSC) 
was  just  across  town  from  the  drake  that  has 
wintered  at  this  location  since  at  least  1998.  A 
hybrid  Tufted  Duck  x scaup  returned  to  the 
Pictou,  NS  area  for  at  least  the  3rd  winter.  The 
mid-winter  high  count  of  2500  Greater  Scaup 
at  Pictou  Harbour,  NS  11  Feb  (Ross  Hall)  was 
only  half  the  total  found  there  just  two  years 
ago.  The  next  highest  count  of  the  species  was 
1000  on  the  Prince  Edward 
Island  National  Park  C.B.C. 
14  Dec.  At  the  e.  extremity 
of  the  Region,  87  were  on  a 
salt  pond  near  Miquelon 
Village,  SPM  21  Feb  (LJ). 
There  were  a few  more  Less- 
er Scaup  than  usual,  with 
120  on  the  Halifax-Dart- 
mouth  C.B.C.  14  Dec  being 
the  high.  Common  Eider  is 
still  relatively  common, 
with  4200  on  the  St.  An- 
drews, NB  C.B.C.  15  Dec 
and  3200  off  Cape 
Miquelon,  SPM  31  Jan 
(Bruno  Letournel).  King  Ei- 
der is  anything  but  com- 
mon, with  6 at  Cape  Spear, 
NF  3 Feb  (BMt)  being  the 
most  found,  while  a long- 
staying  female  in  Halifax  harbor  11  Jan-14 
Feb  (AH  et  al.)  was  dubbed  a Queen  Eider  by 
local  birders.  Harlequin  Duck  continues  to  re- 
bound, with  provincial  highs  of  192  on  the 
Cape  St.  Mary’s,  NF  C.B.C.  20  Dec;  54  on  the 
Port  LHebert,  NS  C.B.C.  21  Dec;  87  at  White 
Head  I.,  NB  in  late  Nov  (BED);  and  48  off  the 
sw.  coast  of  Saint  Pierre  17  Dec  (LJ).  Best 
counts  of  scoter  were  371  Blacks  on  the  Broad 
Cove,  Lunenberg,  NS  C.B.C.  29  Dec;  200  Surfs 
off  the  ne.  corner  of  the  Isthmus  of  Miquelon 
20  Dec  (LJ);  and  410  White-wingeds  on  The 
Sydneys,  NS  C.B.C.  23  Dec. 

Maxima  of  Common  Goldeneye  were  1280 
on  the  Pictou  Harbour,  NS  C.B.C.  4 Jan  and 
635  at  Oyster  Bed  Bridge,  Queens.  PE  7 Jan 
(RD).  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  is  on  the  increase. 


A visitor  from  Greenland,  this  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  of  the  fimirostris  sub- 
species was  present  throughout  the  winter  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  (here  8 January 
2009).  Photograph  by  Ian  McLaren. 
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Dubbed  a "Queen  Eider"  by  local  birders,  this  female  King  Eider  was  photographed  13 
January  2009  (here)  and  present  for  at  least  a month  in  Halifax  Harbour,  Nova  Scotia. 
Photograph  by  Atjders  Adolfsson. 


with  highs  of  250  on  the  Dalhousie,  NB 
C.B.C.  30  Dec;  100  at  Goff’s  Bridge, 
Caspumpec,  Prince,  PE  28  Feb  (Dwayne  Oak- 
ley); 60  on  the  Tracadie-Sheila,  Gloucester, 
NB  C.B.C.  3 Jan;  60  at  Shediac,  NB  1 Feb 
(Roger  LeBlanc,  AC);  45  at  Oyster  Bed  Bridge, 
PE  7 Jan  (RD);  and  30  on  the  Cape  Breton 
Highlands  National  Park  C.B.C.  27  Dec.  The 
top  winter  concentrations  of  Bufflehead  were 
230  on  the  St.  Andrews,  NB  C.B.C.  15  Dec 
and  314  across  the  Bay  of  Fundy  in  the  An- 
napolis Basin,  NS  27  Dec.  Pictou  Harbour,  NS 
continues  to  be  merganser  central  for  the  Re- 
gion, with  2018  Red-breasteds  and  1300 
Commons  on  the  C.B.C.  there  4 Jan.  Else- 
where, there  were  600  Common  Mergansers 
on  the  Shediac,  NB  C.B.C.  14  Dec.  A female 
with  an  atrophied  wing  at  Labrador  City  per- 
severed until  17  Dec,  when  it  became  the  first 
ever  recorded  on  the  local  C.B.C.  Two  Ruddy 
Ducks  were  at  St.  John’s,  NF  from  late  Nov 
until  26  Dec,  with  one  remaining 
throughout,  providing  the  first  win- 
tering record  for  the  province. 

A female  Ring-necked  Pheasant  at 
Marys  Pt.,  Albert,  NB  survived  three 
days  and  two  nights  frozen  under 
two  feet  of  crusty  snow.  When  acci- 
dentally shoveled  out  26  Feb,  the 
bird  went  to  a feeding  station  imme- 
diately Oohn  Inman).  Rock  Ptarmi- 
gan populations  may  be  near  a cycli- 
cal peak,  at  least  at  its  most  southern 
breeding  outposts.  High  atop  Gros 
Morne  Mountain  near  Rocky  Har- 
bour, NF,  a covey  of  84  birds  18  Nov 
(DW)  was  described  by  the  elated 
observer  as  “Ptarmageddon,”  and  16 
were  found  on  tbe  Happy  Valley- 
Goose  Bay,  Labrador  C.B.C.  20  Dec. 

By  contrast.  Willow  Ptarmigan  has 
yet  to  come  close  to  its  last  huge  Regional 
flight  of  1998-1999,  when  it  was  abundant; 
Willows  are  still  fairly  common  in  w. 
Labrador  during  the  winter.  Wild  Turkey  ap- 


pears poised  to  become 
a common  resident  of 
w.  New  Brunswick 
within  a decade.  It  is 
now  being  reported 
throughout  the  year  in 
small  numbers  (up  to  5 
birds)  in  the  counties 
of  Charlotte,  Carleton, 
and  York  in  the  sw.  of 
the  province,  with  10 
reported  on  the  Wood- 
stock  C.B.C.  27  Dec. 

GREBES  THROUGH 
HERONS 

A few  single  Pied-billed  Grebes  usually  start 
out  the  season  in  s.  coastal  regions,  such  as 
one  at  Virginia  L.,  St.  John’s,  NF  until  26  Dec 
QC),  but  2 at  Pleasant  L.,  Yannouth,  NS  22 
Feb  (MN)  were  doubly  unusual,  having  ap- 
parently survived  the  winter  together.  The 
largest  concentration  of  Red-necked  Grebes 
traditionally  occurs  at  G.M.L,  where  a raft  of 
225  was  counted  in  Long  Pond  Bay  13  Dec 
(BED).  On  14  Dec  at  Saint  Pierre,  Etcheberry 
could  find  only  42,  and  lamented:  “Where  are 
the  concentrations  of  some  years  past?”  In 
Nova  Scotia,  the  highest  C.B.C.  counts  were 
73  at  C.S.I.  14  Dec  and  82  at  Louisbourg, 
C.B.I.  20  Dec.  Horned  Grebe  has  now  been 
declared  a Species  of  Special  Concern  in 
Canada,  due  in  part  to  “offshore  threats  in 
staging  areas  and  wintering  grounds” 
(COSEWIC).  Modest  numbers  were  found  on 
C.B.C.s  in  the  Region:  37  at  Glace  Bay,  NS  28 
Dec;  29  at  Broad  Cove,  NS  29  Dec;  26  at  An- 


napolis Basin,  NS  27  Dec;  26  at  St.  Andrews, 
NB  15  Dec;  and  25  at  Lunenberg,  NS  3 Jan. 

A Manx  Shearwater  photographed  off 
Chebucto  Head,  H.R.M.  13  Dec  (MK)  was  no- 


•' 


This  high-stepping  adult  Ivory  Gull  at  Rustico  Harbour,  Prince  Edward  Is- 
land on  30  December  2008  was  the  first  of  50  or  more  to  be  discovered  in 
the  Atlantic  Provinces  this  winter.  This  bird  was  photographed  as  it  ap- 
proached a preferred  fox  carcass.  Photograph  by  Shirley  Gallant 


tably  late.  Northern  Gannet  continued  its 
trend  of  the  past  decade  or  so  by  lingering 
longer  into  early  winter.  Two  off  Cape  Race, 
NF  14  Dec  (C.B.C.)  were  a first  for  that  long- 
established  count,  while  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  57  were  found  at  G.M.L  the 
same  day  (C.B.C.)  and  36  off  Brier  L,  NS  15 
Dec  (EM,  AM),  Double-crested  Cormorant  is 
not  only  lingering  later  but  is  also  increasing- 
ly wintering,  with  about  35  found  around 


Broad-winged  Hawk  is  regularly  reported  as  a lingerer  in 
late  autumn  and  early  winter  in  the  Atlantic  Provinces,  but 
reports  are  rarely  documented.  This  Broad-winged  at  Sec- 
ond Peninsula,  near  Lunenberg,  Nova  Scotia  was  nicely  pho- 
tographed on  3 January  2009.  Photograph  by  David  Currie. 

White  Head  L,  G.M.L  14  Dec  (Durian  Inger- 
soll),  several  of  which  remained  all  winter 
(Roger  Burrows).  Late  inland  Great  Blue 
Herons  were  singles  along  the  Saint  John  R.  at 
Jemseg,  NB  11  Dec  QGW),  at  Sussex  Corner, 
Kings,  NB  12  Jan  (Diane  McFarlane),  and  at 
Saint  Pierre  13-28  Dec,  where  the  record-late 
date  is  29  Dec  from  2000.  Great  Egret  is  now 
apparently  routine  along  the  s.  shore  of  Nova 
Scotia,  at  least  through  mid-Dec.  There  were 
at  least  8 recorded  during  the  period,  includ- 
ing 3 at  C.S.I.  7 Dec  (MN)  and  one  still  as  far 
e.  as  Port  Hawkesbury  Richmond  15  Dec 
(David  Johnston).  Green  Heron  seldom 
graces  the  winter  report,  so  one  at  Canso,  NS 
until  10  Dec  (TK)  was  quite  unusual.  A first- 
year  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  at  Sackville, 
NB  26  Dec  was  in  poor  shape  (Kathy  Popma). 
A few  American  Bitterns  just  made  it  into  the 
period,  with  one  at  Canso,  NS  3 Dec  (TK)  and 
another  at  Kingsburg,  Lunenberg,  NS  5 Dec 
(David  Walmark). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Four  Black  Vulture  reports  represented  a nor- 
mal number  for  winter.  One  at  McKees  Mills, 
Kent,  NB  13-16  Dec  (Maria  Gauvin)  had  only 
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Large  number  of  Iceland  Gulls  invaded  the  East  Coast  during  the  winter  of  2008-2009, 
including  this  first-cycle  bird  at  Dartmouth,  Nova  Scotia  27  February  2009,  apparently 
unfamiliar  with  the  purpose  of  a baby  pacifier.  Photograph  by  Bernard  Burke. 


one  eye,  also  true  of  one  found  in  the  same 
county  in  the  previous  winter.  In  Nova  Scotia, 
singles  were  found  at  Brier  I.  14-17  Dec  (EM, 
AM),  Canso  through  at  least  14  Dec  (TK), 
and  Vaughn  L.,  Yarmouth  27  February  (Rachel 
Hoogenbos).  Turkey  Vulture,  barely  recorded 
in  sw.  New  Brunswick  in  the  winter  of  2007- 
2008,  was  reported  at  least  half  a dozen  times 
in  the  se.  part  of  the  province  this  winter,  and 
amazingly,  some  likely  made  it  through.  One 
captured  by  hand  at  Marys  Ft.,  Albert,  NB  29 


Dec  (DSC)  had  a broken  leg,  one  eye,  and  was 
badly  emaciated.  Not  surprisingly,  it  died  the 
next  day,  which  may  be  the  fate  of  any  vulture 
that  attempts  to  winter  in  the  province  in 
poor  health.  Four  were  present  at  Flillsbor- 
ough,  Albert,  NB  27  Dec-12  Jan,  and  one  was 
at  Shediac,  Westmoreland,  NB  22  Jan  (SIT). 

Osprey  probably  occurs  sporadically  into 
early  winter  in  Nova  Scotia;  one  was  noted  at 
South  R.,  Antigonish,  NS  16  Dec  (TK).  Coop- 
er’s Hawk  is  now  considered  widespread  and 


unremarkable  in  winter  in 
New  Brunswick,  if  still 
somewhat  rare.  It  is  still  no- 
table in  Nova  Scotia,  where 
one  was  at  Wolfville  14  Dec 
(C.B.C.),  one  at  Lower 
Sackville  23  Jan  (Lois 
Codling),  and  another  at 
Halifax  17  Feb  (Suzanne 
Borkowski).  Northern 
Goshawk  is  much  more 
common  in  winter  than  it 
was  a decade  ago,  due  most 
likely  to  the  proliferation  of 
Mourning  Doves  at  feeders 
throughout  the  Region. 
Such  was  the  case  at 
Wabush,  Labrador  22  Dec, 
when  a mystery  hawk  at- 
tending a feeder  was  finally  photographed 
(Lome  Slaney)  after  the  dove  population 
there  dropped  from  several  to  only  2 in  less 
than  a month.  A few  Broad-winged  Hawks 
linger  into  early  winter  every  year  in  the  Re- 
gion, almost  always  hatch-year  birds.  One 
was  at  Cape  Tormentine,  NB  16  Dec  (C.B.C.), 
2 were  seen  soaring  together  at  New  Minas, 
NS  3 Dec  (George  Forsythe),  and  one  was 
well  photographed  at  Second  Pen.,  Lunenberg, 
NS  3 Jan  (David  Currie).  The  top  tally  of 
Rough-legged  Hawks  was 
17  at  the  Tantramar  Marsh- 
es 14  Dec  during  the 
Sackville,  NB  C.B.C.  Golden 
Eagle  has  been  annual  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Petitcodiac  R., 
NB  since  the  late  1970s. 
Birds  tend  to  show  up  only 
in  late  Jan,  which  leads  one 
to  believe  they  may  be  very 
early  spring  migrants  rather 
than  wintering  birds.  This 
year  was  no  exception,  with 
ads.  seen  at  New  Horton,  Al- 
bert, NB  25  Jan  (DSC,  MM) 
and  nearby  Daniels  Marsh 
26  Feb  OGW  et  al).  Merlin 
is  increasing  as  a winter  res- 
ident in  the  s.  reaches  of  the 
Region,  and  birds  appear  to 
be  returning  earlier  every  spring.  One  re- 
turned to  Memramcook,  NB  23  Feb  (AC), 
and  an  exhausted  individual  was  on  the  Isth- 
mus of  Miquelon,  SPM  22  Feb  (LJ).  Gyrfal- 
cons  apparently  stayed  mostly  n.  of  the  Re- 
gion, with  only  one  report  at  Duncans  Cove, 
HRM  17  Dec  (HT).  Wintering  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons are  now  unremarkable  in  the  s.  portion 
of  all  four  Atlantic  Provinces. 

A Virginia  Rail  was  flushed  from  a salt 
marsh  at  Conrads  Beach,  HRM,  NS  14  Dec 


This  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  near  Hampton,  New  Brunsv/ick  22  February  2009  (here 
shown  dispatching  a Norway  Rat)  was  one  of  many  seen  during  daylight  hours 
around  bird  feeders  in  the  Maritime  Provinces;  these  and  other  owls  were  unabie  to 
find  prey  in  many  habitats  covered  in  ke-encrusted  snow.  Photograph  by  Jim  Wilson. 


(lAM  et  al).  A Sora  at  Canso,  NS  3 Dec-8  Jan 
was  the  most  unusual  feeder  bird  of  the  sea- 
son, coming  for  cracked  corn  to  a small  plat- 
form floating  in  a tiny  pond  surrounded  by 
alders  (TK).  The  highest  count  of  American 
Coot  came  from  St.  John’s,  NF  with  8 on  the 
C.B.C.  26  Dec.  The  only  Sandhill  Crane  re- 
port was  from  a harvested  cornfield  near 
Bridgeton,  Kings,  PE  11  Dec  (Doug  Clarey).  A 
Northern  Lapwing  was  at  Portugal  Cove 
South,  NF  27  Nov-6  Dec  (DS  et  al).  The 
species  is  almost  annual  in  this  time  period 
somewhere  on  the  A.P.  A Semipalmated 
Plover  lingered  until  at  least  6 Dec  at  Grand 
Desert  Beach,  H.R.M.  (Susann  Myers).  A 
Spotted  Sandpiper  was  well  described  at 
North  Head,  G.M.I.  14  Dec  QGW).  A Greater 
Yellowlegs  at  Biscay  Bay,  NF  was  very  late  4 
Dec  (DS).  Nine  Ruddy  Turnstones  were  at 
Point  La  Haye,  NF  10  Jan  (BMt),  the  top  tally 
this  season.  Three  Red  Knots  were  far  e.  at 
Grand  Barachois,  SPM  20  Dec  (RE).  A tally  of 
24  Sanderlings  on  the  Isthmus  of  Miquelon 
14  Dec  was  a record  count,  by  one,  for  the  lo- 
cal C.B.C.  A Western  Sandpiper  was  reported 
on  the  Canso,  NS  C.B.C.  1 Jan.  A few  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  linger  into  early  winter  in 
the  Region,  usually  on  the  A.P.  One  was  at 
Trepassey  3 Dec  (DS),  another  on  the  Cape  St. 
Marys  C.B.C.  20  Dec,  3 at  St.  Pierre  1 Dec 
(Patrick  Boez),  and  2 at  Grand  Barachois, 
SPM  2 Dec  (LJ).  A good  count  of  Purple  Sand- 
piper was  414  on  the  Cape  Race,  NF  C.B.C. 
14  Dec.  Single  American  Woodcocks  in  sw. 
Nova  Scotia  were  near  Tusket,  Yarmouth  15 
Jan  (Paul  Gould)  and  near  Lockeport,  Shel- 
burne 18  Jan  (Gloria  Gilbert). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

There  were  still  2500  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at 
Middle  R.,  Pictou,  NS  2 Dec  (KM).  A Laughing 
Gull  was  reported  at  C.S.l.  14  Dec  (MN),  and 
a first-cycle  Franklin’s  Gull  at  St.John’s,  NF  28 
Nov-7  Dec  (Pam  Woodman).  Gull  migration 
is  seldom  as  obvious  as  it  was  on  15  Feb,  when 
about  1500  Herring  and  450-1-  Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  filed  northward  past  Marys  Pt., 
Albert,  NB  into  Shepody  Bay  early  in  the 
morning  (DSC).  There  were  2 ad.  Yellow- 
legged Gulls  at  St.  John’s,  NF,  now  an  expect- 
ed annual  occurrence,  one  from  Nov  through 
mid-Dec,  the  other  from  Oct-Mar.  There  was 
a significant  influx  of  Iceland  Gulls  into  the 
Region  this  winter.  The  highest  numbers  were 
in  Newfoundland,  with  2115  on  the  St.John’s 
C.B.C.  26  Dec,  but  even  in  the  s.  part  of  the 
Region  there  were  high  numbers,  such  as  650 
at  Blacks  Harbour,  NB  4 Feb  (SIT).  There  was 
even  one  far  inland  at  Labrador  City  11  Jan, 
along  with  a Glaucous  Gull  (Gordon  Par- 
sons). Three  different  ad.  Slaty-backed  Gulls 
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r A Something  brought  a good  influx  of  Ivory  Gulls  to  shore  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  in  Jan,  with  lesser  numbers 
D fi  elsewhere  in  the  Region;  the  total  of  over  SO  was  almost  evenly  divided  between  ad.  and  first-cycle  birds.  Perhaps  a 
lack  of  sea  ice  in  the  Labrador  Sea  combined  with  strong  northeasterly  winds  were  factors  in  their  appearance.  Most  were  in 
the  Strait  of  Belle  Isle,  where  1 7 were  attracted  to  proffered  seal  offal  at  Pinware  R.,  Labrador  8 Jan  (Sam  Pike).  A similar  num- 
ber was  noted  along  the  e.  coast  of  Newfoundland,  and  at  least  13  were  recorded  between  seven  locations  on  the  A.P.  One  at 
North  Rustico,  PE  26  Oec-6  Jan  (Pat  Gauthier)  was  the  first  in  many  years  for  that  province.  At  least  4 Ivory  Gulls  were  found 
in  Nova  Scotia,  with  singles  at  Canso  24  Jan  (TK),  at  Sambro,  H.R.M.  22-31  Jan  (Mike  Gilkie),  at  Northeast  Harbour,  Shelburne 
17  Jan+  (MN  et  al.),  and  at  Lower  Prospect,  H.R.M.  31  Jan  (BMy  et  al.).  Singles  were  also  found  at  St.  Pierre  13-16  Jan  (Pas- 
cal Asselin)  and  Miquelon  12  Jan  (Denis  Detcheverry). 


represented  the  10th  through  12th  Newfound- 
land records,  all  since  Jan  2006:  one  was  at 
Comer  Brook  1-2  Dec  (BMt,  DW),  while  dif- 
ferent singles  were  at  St.John’s  28  Dec-15  Feb 
and  3-10  Feb  QC,  Otto  Warren).  Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  dropping  dead  all  over  the 
city  at  St.  John’s,  NF  9 Feb  (BMt),  with  at  least 
35+  counted  and  probably  hundreds  affected. 
Many  were  found  on  sidewalks,  rooftops,  and 
the  ice  of  local  ponds,  where  they  quickly  be- 
came Bald  Eagle  fare.  No  cause  was  ever  doc- 
umented, but  there  was  an  outbreak  of  avian 
cholera  in  the  same  area  during  the  previous 
winter.  A Forster’s  Tern  at  Long  Beach,  near 
Cape  Race,  NF  14  Dec  OC)  furnished  the  lat- 
est record  for  the  province,  which  has  few 
records.  Just  as  unusual  was  another  individ- 
ual 25  Jan-19  Feb  at  East  Green  Harbour, 
Shelburne,  NS  (MN  et  al.),  also  the  latest  for 
that  province.  A Pomarine  Jaeger  20  km  w.  of 
Rocky  Harbour,  NF  in  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  3 Dec  was  nearly  a month  later  than 
any  other  provincial  record  (BMt). 

As  occurs  from  time  to  time,  Dovekies 
wrecked  all  over  the  Region,  especially  Nova 
Scotia — but  none  wrecked  so  dramatically  as 
the  Dovekie  that  struck  a woman  in  the  head 
as  she  was  walking  down  a road  in  Brook- 
held,  Colchester  13  Dec  (HVD),  about  as  far 
as  one  can  get  from  the  sea  in  Nova  Scotia. 
Both  survived  the  incident,  and  the  Dovekie 
was  released  two  days  later  at  Pictou,  NS.  Ra- 
zorbills were  found  unusually  far  up  the  Bay 
of  Fundy  in  early  Dec,  with  80+  off  Mar- 
garetsville,  Annapolis,  NS  9 Dec  (WN),  where 
singles  are  the  norm. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

New  Brunswick’s  hrst  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  that  appeared  15  Nov  had  a close  call 
with  a Northern  Goshawk  and  lost  its  tail 
feathers  in  earlyjan  but  survived  the  period  at 
Harvey  Bank,  Albert  QO-  The  only  White- 
winged Dove  of  the  winter  was  at  a Saint 
John,  NB  feeder  4-6  Dec  (Peter  Smith).  A Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo  found  freshly  dead  at  Sus- 
sex, NB  13  Dec  (Jtde  Jim  Goltz)  was  the  latest 
ever  for  the  province. 

Five  Northern  Hawk  Owls  were  found  in 
New  Brunswick:  one  at  Waterside,  Albert  20 


Nov-4  Apr  (DSC,  MM),  one  at  Miscou  1.  3 
Dec  (FB)  and  2 on  the  Miscou  Island  C.B.C. 
20  Dec,  one  at  Fredericton  14  Dec+  (Rod  Cur- 
rie), and  one  at  Campbellton  27  Dec  (C.B.C.). 
Boreal  Owls  made  a signihcant  incursion  into 
the  Maritime  Provinces  during  the  winter  of 
2008-2009,  as  they  do  about  once  every  four 
years.  There  must  have  been  many  hundreds, 
but  the  species  is  usually  found  by  non-bird- 
ers  and  rarely  recognized  or  re- 
ported. This  season,  one  was 
heard  on  the  Halifax-Dartmouth 
C.B.C.  14  Dec  (FLL);  one  hit  a 
window  at  night  but  recovered  at 
Grand  Barachois,  Westmoreland, 

NB  20  Dec  (Sylvia  Williams);  one 
was  at  Mechanics  L.,  Kings,  NB  7 
Jan  (Catherine  Johnston);  one 
found  emaciated  far  offshore  on 
Sable  L,  NS  15  Jan  died  next  day 
(Zoe  Lucas);  one  was  heard  some- 
where in  Guysborough,  NS  17  Jan 
(FLL,  MK);  one  was  found  dead  at 
Charlottetown,  PE  20  Eeb  (fide 
FDB);  and  one  was  seen  roosting 
during  the  day  at  Shelburne,  NS 
22  Feb  (PM).  Two  were  heard  at 
Saint  Pierre  19  Feb  Qoel  Detchev- 
erry), where  the  species  is  an  uncommon  per- 
manent resident. 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were  common  in 
s.  coastal  regions,  with  12  found  at  G.M.l.  14 
Dec  (BED)  and  7 on  the  Lunenberg,  NS 
C.B.C.  3 Jan.  Deep  and  crusty  snow  in  Feb 

By  all  accounts,  this  winter  witnessed  a stellar 
flight  of  Snowy  Owls,  and  as  usual,  many  were 
young  birds  that  were  in  poor  health,  and  many  were  ulti- 
mately reported  dead.  Reports  began  to  surface  mid-Oct, 
peaked  in  mid-late  Nov,  and  tapered  off  through  Dec. 
Based  on  many  reports,  this  editor  believes  500+  made  it 
to  the  Atlantic  Provinces,  but  more  than  half  likely  died 
due  to  starvation  and  collisions.  Newfoundland  had  about 
250  reports,  for  Nova  Scotia  about  100,  New  Brunswick  75, 
and  s.  Labrador  and  Prince  Edward  island  about  50  each. 
More  were  tallied  on  Nova  Scotia  C.B.C.'s  (14)  than  in  any 
year  since  1964  (16).  Eleven  on  the  Saint  Pierre  C.B.C.  14 
Dec  was  a record;  a few  remained  there  through  winter. 


drove  many  to  hunt  around  homes  during 
daylight  hours.  One  photographed  near  Saint 
John,  NB  6 Feb  killed  a rat  bigger  than  itself, 
at  high  noon,  on  a back  porch  (JCW)!  An- 
other at  Summerside,  PE  7 Eeb  killed  a 
Mourning  Dove  early  in  the  morning, 
dragged  it  under  a pine  tree,  and  ate  the 
whole  thing  over  the  course  of  the  day  (Su- 
sanne  Essensa).  The  only  signihcant  concen- 
tration of  Short-eared  Owl  was  7 on  the 
Grand  Pre  Dykelands,  Kings,  NS  10  Jan  (Bob 
Williams).  An  unidentihed  hummingbird 
seen  briefly  at  Canso,  NS  3 Dec  (TK)  could 
have  been  just  about  any  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can species.  Only  two  reports  of  Red-headed 
Woodpecker  came  to  light,  one  at  New  Wa- 
terford, NS  11  Dec+  (fide  HVD)  and  one  at 
Port  Royal,  Annapolis,  NS  22  Feb  (fide  Susan 
Hunt).  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  made  its  best 
showing  since  the  winter  of  2004-2005,  with 


50+  found  in  New  Brunswick,  75+  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  5 in  Prince  Edward  Island.  One  at 
Bishops  Falls,  NF  throughout  was  only  the 
5th  for  the  province  (Steve  Boyd).  A Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker  was  an  unexpected  And  on 
the  Amherst,  NS  C.B.C.  18  Dec. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

An  Eastern  Phoebe  toughed  it  out  at  Clyde 
River,  Shelburne,  NS  until  at  least  4 Jan  (MN). 
The  only  Say’s  Phoebe  in  the  Region  came  to 
roost  nightly  in  an  open  garage  at  Lower  Jem- 
seg,  NB  from  late  Nov  until  18  Dec,  when  it 
was  Anally  found  dead  (fide  Gilles  Belliveau). 
Two  Western  Kingbirds  made  it  to  mid-Dec  in 
Nova  Scotia:  one  at  Canso  late  Nov-14  Dec 
(TK),  and  another  discovered  during  the  Hal- 
ifax-Dartmouth C.B.C.  in  Halifax  proper  was 
present  14-15  Dec  (Laurel  Banks).  It  was  a 
fairly  good  winter  for  Northern  Shrike 
throughout  the  Region,  as  exemplified  by  a 
count  of  5 at  Miscou  L,  NB  3 Dec  (FB).  Tuft- 


One  of  four  wintering  Varied  Thrushes  to  turn  up  in  the  Atlantic  Provinces, 
and  the  only  female,  this  bird  near  Hantsport,  Nova  Scotia  (here  4 March 
2009)  was  identified  as  belonging  to  the  subspecies  that  nests  in  Alaska  and 
the  Yukon.  Photograph  by  Hans  Toom. 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  2 


223 


ATLANTIC  PROVINCES  & ST.  PIERRE  ET  MIQUELON 


This  female  Summer  Tanager  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  is  shown  shortly  before  it  disap- 
peared, eating  Multiflora  Rose  hips  14  December  2008.  Photograph  by  Mike  King. 


ed  Titmouse  now  has  a toehold  in  s.  New 
Brunswick,  where  breeding  was  confirmed  for 
the  first  time  this  past  summer  at  St.  Andrews, 
NB.  Three  were  found  there  during  the  local 
C.B.C.  13  Dec.  Six  reports  of  single  Carolina 
Wrens  included  one  at  Halifax,  NS  and  5 at 
scattered  locations  in  s.  New  Brunswick,  all 
due  to  C.B.C.  efforts.  A late  House  Wren  was 
found  in  Dartmouth,  NS  4 Dec  (CS).  The  only 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  to  make  it  into  the  pe- 
riod was  at  St.  John’s,  NF  late  Nov-2  Dec  (fide 
JC).  An  Eastern  Bluebird  at  C.S.l.  5 Dec 
(Aileen  Smith)  was  the  only  one  reported.  A 
well-described  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  feed- 
ing on  the  fruit  of  Burning  Bush  (Euonymus 
sp.)  at  Halifax,  NS  2 Jan  (Chris  Helleiner).  A 
few  Hermit  Thrushes  survived  the  period  in 
Nova  Scotia,  but  some  did  not,  such  as  one 
that  apparently  hit  a parked  car  at  Rose  Bay, 
Lunenberg,  NS  16  Jan  (AM).  One  was  at 
G.M.I.  14  Dec  (BED).  No  large  swarms  of 
American  Robins  were  noted  in  the  Region 
this  season.  Four  Varied  Thrushes  were  re- 
ported, about  average:  a male  at  St.  Martins, 
NB  13-16  Dec  (Ted  Sears);  a male  near  Cardi- 
gan, Kings,  PE  20  Dec-18  Apr  (Linda  Fry);  a 
male  at  Homeville,  C.B.I.  NS  3 Jan-h  (Lynn 
Baechler);  and  a female  at  Mount  Denson, 
Hants,  NS  22  Jan-12  Mar  (George  Lynch). 
Close  study  of  the  female  indicated  that  it  was 
probably  of  the  subspecies  meruloides,  breed- 
ing in  Alaska,  Yukon,  and  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories; only  females  can  be  identified  to  sub- 
species. 

At  least  2 Gray  Catbirds  probably  survived 
the  winter,  one  in  Rockingham,  H.R.M.,  NS 
10  Jan-28  Feb  QH)  and  another  at  Atwoods 
Brook,  Shelburne,  NS  16  Jan-h  (Terry  Crowell). 
The  earliest  large  number  of  Bohemian 
Waxwings  was  300  at  Caissie  Cape,  Kent,  NB 
7 Dec  (Nelson  & Pat  Poirier).  They  then 
surged  through  s.  New  Brunswick  in  mid- 


Dec,  with  2336  counted 
on  the  Shediac,  NB 
C.B.C.  14  Dec  and  1152 
the  same  day  on  the  Fred- 
ericton, NB  C.B.C.  Other 
good  regional  C.B.C.  tal- 
lies included  1500  at 
Louisbourg,  NS  20  Dec; 
280  at  Charlottetown,  PE 
27  Dec;  2145  at  Glace 
Bay,  NS  28  Dec;  and  2217 
at  Lunenberg,  NS  3 Jan. 
They  then  moved  into  w. 
Nova  Scotia  by  mid-Jan, 
with  reports  of  250  in 
Shelburne  15  Jan  (PM) 
and  285  in  e.  Annapolis 
18  Jan  (WN).  Newfound- 
land had  reports  in  the 
hundreds  in  early  winter,  but  there  was  no 
food  for  them  there,  so  they  turned  around 
and  left  (BMt).  Cedar  Waxwings  were  in  short 
supply  in  the  Region  through  the  season. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

At  least  3 single  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
early  in  the  period  was  normal  for  s.  New 
Brunswick,  but  numbers  really  piled  up 
along  the  s.  coast  of  Nova  Scotia.  Tom  Ka- 
vanaugh  at  Canso  was  able  to  find  11  in  a 
morning’s  birding  14  Dec,  most  birds  found 
foraging  with  Black-capped  Chickadees.  A 
hatch-year  male  Hermit  Warbler  27  Nov-6 
Dec  at  Point  Pleasant  Park,  Halifax  (AH  et 
al.)  was  the  star  of  the  season  for  Nova  Scotia 
birders.  The  only  Yellow-throated  Warbler  re- 
port came  from  a Gander,  NF  feeder  1-23  Dec 
(fide  Kevin  Butler).  At  least  4 Pine  Warblers 
accompanied  the  Hermit  Warbler,  and  a flock 
of  7 was  found  at  Canso,  NS  14  Dec  (TK).  A 
Black-and-white  Warbler  survived  through  at 
least  21  Dec  at  Lunenberg  QH),  and  an  Oven- 
bird  was  a surprise  on  the  St.  John’s,  NF 
C.B.C.  26  Dec.  At  least  16  Yellow-breasted 
Chats  were  found  on  just  four  Nova  Scotia 
C.B.C.s,  12  on  the  Halifax-Dartmouth  count 
alone.  Most  of  these  birds  probably  perished, 
even  at  feeders,  with  the  last  one  found  dead 
5 Feb  in  Halifax  (Dominique  LeGrand).  The 
autumn  flight  of  Summer  Tanagers  led  to 
three  winter  reports:  a female  at  St.  Lawrence, 
NF  18  Nov-18  Dec  (Lillian  Walsh);  a male  at 
Bay  St.  Lawrence,  Victoria,  NS  15  Nov-3  Dec 
Oim  & Millie  LaRue);  and  a female  in  Halifax 
21  Nov-16  Dec  (Patricia  Chalmers  et  al).  A 
male  Western  Tanager  was  at  Canso,  NS  25 
NOV+  (fide  KM). 

Reports  of  single  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
came  from  Trinity  Bay,  NF  1-14  Dec  (Bud  Vin- 
cent), Dartmouth,  NS  2 Dec  (BMy  DM),  and 
Tom  Kavanaugh’s  famous  feeder  in  Canso, 
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NS,  a bird  that  remained  through  the  period. 
Single  Lark  Sparrows  were  found  at  C.S.L  2 
Dec  (MN),  at  Dartmouth,  NS  4 Dec  (CS),  at 
Lunenberg,  NS  10  Dec-10  Jan  (Elizabeth 
Doull),  and  at  West  Pubnico,  NS  8 Feb  (MN). 
Two  Grasshopper  Sparrows  at  Canso  3 Dec 
were  reduced  to  one  by  23  Jan  (TK).  Nova 
Scotia’s  4th  winter  record  of  Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  was  an  imm.  at  Kavanaugh’s  feeder 
in  Canso  1 Jan+.  Five  Dark-eyed  Juncos  on 
the  Wabush-Labrador  City  C.B.C.  14  Dec 
were  notably  far  north.  Heavy  crusted  snow 
in  open  areas  drove  thousands  of  Snow 
Buntings  to  feeders  in  Nova  Scotia  and  s.  New 
Brunswick  in  late  Jan  and  Feb,  where  they  fa- 
vored cracked  corn.  Northern  Cardinal  is 
solidly  entrenched  in  the  Kennebecasis  River 
Valley  of  cen.  New  Brunswick,  with  82  found 
on  the  Hammond  River-Hampton  C.B.C.  3 
Jan.  Compiler  Jim  Wilson  notes  this  increase 
would  not  be  known  but  for  the  C.B.C.  The 
population  there  has  increased  on  average 
60%  a year  since  2001. 

A male  Painted  Bunting  at  G.M.I.  from  late 
Nov-i-  provided  a first  winter  record  for  the 
province,  and  the  feeder  host  (Bessie  Bass)  re- 
ceived more  than  60  guests,  who  made  the  long 
ferry  trip  from  the  mainland  to  see  the  bird. 
Another  male  was  at  more  than  one  location  in 
Dartmouth,  NS  late  Nov-31  Dec  (MK  et  al.). 
Five  Dickcissels  graced  Kavanaugh’s  feeders  in 
Canso  3 Dec.  Eastern  Meadowlark  is  now  so 
rare  in  winter  that  it  may  not  be  long  before 
they  do  not  occur  at  all.  Only  3 came  to  light 
this  season,  2 in  C.B.I.  and  one  in  New 
Brunswick.  Rusty  Blackbird  seems  to  be  linger- 
ing longer  into  early  winter,  especially  in  har- 
vested grain  fields,  such  as  6 in  a cornfield  near 
Avondale,  PE  27  Dec  (KJM)  and  4 the  same  day 
at  a feeder  in  Dorchester,  NB  (Neville  Gerrity). 
There  were  two  reports  of  Brewer’s  Blackbird:  a 
female  in  Dartmouth,  NS  6 Dec  (CS,  FLL),  and 
a male  at  Portuguese  Cove,  HRM  13  Dec  (HT). 
A big  fall  flight  of  Baltimore  Orioles  left  many 
behind  that  eventually  came  to  feeders  to  sur- 
vive. As  many  as  13  were  present  at  the  feeder 
of  Susann  Myers  in  Halifax,  NS  3 Jan,  partaking 
of  live  mealworms,  grape  jelly,  and  fruit.  Inter- 
estingly, by  9 Feb  only  8 males  remained,  and  it 
is  believed  the  more  aggressive  males  drove  off 
the  3 females  previously  present. 

Common  Redpoll  had  another  good  inva- 
sion year,  quite  surprising  for  what  was  ex- 
pected to  be  an  “off’  year.  It  actually  exceed- 
ed many  of  the  peak  years  over  the  past 
decade.  I guess  you  could  call  it  a significant 
echo  invasion.  However,  in  contrast  to  last 
winter,  only  a few  Hoary  Redpolls  accompa- 
nied their  cousins.  Pine  Siskins  appeared  at 
feeders  in  New  Brunswick  in  early  Jan  and  in 
Nova  Scotia  in  early  Feb.  Despite  localized 
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large  numbers  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  at  feed- 
ers, this  editor  has  not  seen  one  in  the  Region 
in  more  than  five  years.  Most  feeders  had  few 
to  none,  while  others  hosted  many,  such  as 
80+  at  Scoudouc,  Westmoreland,  NB  28  Dec 
(Norm  Belliveau)  and  100+  at  Balmoral, 
Gloucester,  NB  12  Jan  (Robert  Doiron).  One 
male  at  a feeder  in  Salisbury,  NB  pounced  on 
a stunned  Common  Redpoll  after  it  hit  a win- 
dow 28  Feb  and  carried  it  off,  presumably  to 
consume  it  elsewhere  (Connie  Colpitts).  This 
incident  recalls  reports  of  the  species  scav- 


enging on  road-killed  members  of  its  own 
species  during  the  1970s  and  1980s  along 
broad  gravel  highways  through  the  forests  of 
n.  New  Brunswick. 

Initialed  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  John  Belbin,  Frank  Branch,  David 
Christie  (DSC),  Jared  Clark,  Alain  Clavette, 
Brian  Dalzell  (BED),  Fiep  De  Bie  (FDB), 
Randy  Diblee,  Roger  Etcheberry,  James  Hir- 
tle,  Dili  Hoeger,  Andy  Horn,  John  Inman, 
Laurent  Jackman,  Tom  Kavanaugh,  Michael 


King,  Fulton  Lavender  (ELL),  Peter  MacLeod, 
Don  MacNeill,  Bruce  Mactavish  (BMt),  Mary 
Majka,  Blake  Maybank  (BMy),  Ken  McKenna, 
Ian  McLaren  (1AM),  Ann  Mills,  Eric  Mills, 
Wayne  Neily,  Murray  Newell,  Dorothy  Poole, 
David  Shepherd,  Clarence  Stevens,  Hans 
Toom,  Darroch  Whitaker,  Jim  Wilson  (JGW), 
Helene  Van  Domininck  (HVD).  ^ 
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For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the 
winter  weather  was  rather  unpleasant. 
Although  the  season  was  not  as  snowy 
as  last  year,  it  was  much  colder,  especially  in 
December  and  January.  Late  February 
brought  some  welcome  relief.  Despite  the  se- 
vere weather,  it  was  a very  interesting  season 
for  birds,  with  irruptive  northern  owls  and 
winter  finches  invading  southern  Quebec. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
WILD  TURKEY 

A Mute  Swan  at  Les  Cedres  3 Jan  was  possibly 
the  same  individual  that  spent  the  fall  at  near- 
by Maple  Grove  (MD).  A female  American 
Wigeon  was  a rare  visitor  at  Lac-Beauport  24 
Dec-12  Feb,  the  4th  consecutive  winter 
record  for  the  locality  (G.  Lord  et  al.).  Single 


Northern  Shovelers  at  Levis  13  Dec  (S.  De- 
ladurantaye)  and  at  Bonaventure  5 Dec  (B.  Ar- 
senault) were  late,  while  2 lingered  at  Gaspe 
until  1 Dec  (D.  Jalbert).  A male  Green-winged 
Teal  spent  the  winter  at  Sainte-Marthe-sur-le- 
Lac  QC.  Charbonneau),  while  another  male  at 
Lac  Blouin  17  Jan  and  at  nearby  Val  d’Or  24 
Feb  was  considered  a scarce  winter  visitor  for 
the  Abitibi  region  (LI,  J.  Gagnon  et  al.).  Final- 
ly, a pair  was  found  at  Charlesbourg  10  Feb 
(POtis  et  al.).  A Ring-necked  Duck  braved  the 
cold  at  Lac  des  Ecorces,  in  the  upper  Lauren- 
tides  region,  28  Feb  (A.  Crepeau).  Wintering 
Harlequin  Ducks  seem  on  the  rise  in  the 
Gaspe  Pen.,  where  40  were  tallied  between 
Newport  and  Port-Daniel  6-13  Feb  (MR  et 
al).  Singles  were  found  inland  at  lie  Sainte- 
Helene,  Montreal  1-3  Dec  (SD),  Verdun  16-20 
Dec  (D.  Demers),  and  Laval  14-18  Dec  (P. 
Fortin  et  al).  A male  Black 
Scoter  spent  the  month  of  Jan 
on  the  Chateauguay  R.  at 
Sainte-Martine  (MD,  S. 

Vanier);  one  at  Verdun  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  R.  9 Feb  was  pos- 
sibly the  same  individual 
(DM).  Rare  in  the  Montreal 
area  in  winter,  up  to  10  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  located  at 
Verdun  and  also  across  the  riv- 
er at  nearby  Sainte-Catherine 
throughout  Feb  (PB). 

For  the  10th  consecutive 
year,  a male  Bufflehead  x Com- 
mon Goldeneye  hybrid,  pre- 
sumably the  same  individual,  stopped  at  ap- 
proximately the  same  place  at  Laval  6 Dec  (G. 
Lachaine,  E,  Presseau).  The  number  of  Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes  wintering  in  e.  Quebec  seems  to  be 
holding  steady  since  the  last  survey  in  1999  : a 
total  of  6162  was  recorded  6-13  Feb,  which  in- 
cluded 3366  in  the  Estuary,  601  on  the  North 


Shore,  1559  in  the  vicinity  of  Anticosti  L,  and 
636  around  the  Gaspe  Pen.  (MR  et  al.). 

Despite  the  severe  winter.  Wild  Turkey  was 
noted  to  be  thriving  in  the  E.  Townships,  as  in- 
dicated by  several  flocks  totaling  327  birds  in 
the  Dunham  area  10-11  Jan  (YC).  The 
Outaouais  region  also  had  its  share  of  birds, 
with  75  at  Chapeau  6 Jan  (D,  St-Hilaire)  and 
80  at  Quyon  2 Feb  (C.  Blanchette,  F Leduc). 
One  at  Saint-Lin  11  Dec  was  apparently  the 
first  for  Lanaudiere  region  (C.  Yelle);  42  at 
Lambton  13  Dec  (DM),  6 at  Saint-Sylvestre 
throughout  the  winter  (R.  Cotter),  and  one  at 
Plessisville  16  Dec  (fide  MGo)  provided  more 
evidence  of  a northerly  range  extension.  A 
group  of  20  birds  was  released  even  farther  n. 
at  Saint-Prosper-de-Champlain  in  La  Mauricie 
region  in  Jan  (fide  MGo).  A Pied-billed  Grebe 
spent  the  winter  at  Magog  (B.  Turgeon,  m.ob.). 


CORMORANTS  THROUGHT  MURRES 

Wintering  Great  Cormorants  are  on  the  rise 
in  the  Gaspe  Pen.,  as  evidenced  by  a count  of 
580  on  6-13  Feb  (MR  et  al.).  A Great  Egret 
was  photographed  during  a snow  storm  at 
Salaberry-de-Valleyfield  10  Dec,  providing  a 


This  male  Bufflehead  x Common  Goldeneye  hybrid  (here  11  November  2005)  re- 
turned in  winter  2008-2009  to  Laval,  Quebec,  where  it  has  wintered  since  1999. 
Photograph  by  Georges  Lachaine. 
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new  record-late  date  for  the  Region  (ph.  D. 
Langlais)  ; this  marks  the  3rd  consecutive 
year  with  a new  Regional  record-breaking 
event  for  this  species. 

Bald  Eagles  continued  to  be  numerous  in  s. 
Quebec,  with  a peak  count  of  1 1 at  Eardley  16 
Feb  (H.  Tremblay).  A Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
was  a surprising  find  at  Montbeillard,  Abitibi 
16  Feb  (D.  Tremblay,  R.  Pelletier).  A Cooper’s 
Hawk  was  at  Rimouski  20  Dec  (G.  Gendron). 
A Red-shouldered  Hawk  was  reported  at 
Laval  2 jan  (E.  Samson)  and  found  again  9 
Feb+  (L.  Bruneau).  Singles  were  also  at  Val- 
Bdair  10  Dec  (C.  Nadeau)  and  both  at  Cow- 
ansville  (C.  Lalande  et  al.)  and  at  LaSalle  (B. 
Barnhurst)  on  20  Dec.  A Western  Red-tailed 
Hawk,  presumably  a returning  individual, 
wintered  at  Gatineau  for  the  6th  consecutive 
year  (fide  DT).  Eardley,  Chute  Saint-Philippe, 
Sainte-Anne-du-Lac,  and  Cap-Tourmente 
were  among  the  localities  visited  by  wintering 
Golden  Eagles. 

A late  American  Coot  was  at  Bonaventure  6 
Dec  (PP,  G.  Roy).  The  3rd  Canadian  Wildlife 
Service  survey  since  1999  confirmed  that  a 
significant  population  of  Purple  Sandpipers 
winters  in  e.  Quebec:  a total  of  790  individu- 
als was  recorded  6-13  Feb,  which  included 
478  in  the  St.  Lawrence  Estuary,  195  on  the 
North  Shore,  and  117  in  the  Gaspe  Pen.  area 
(MR  et  al).  One  at  Chambly  2 Dec  was  out  of 
range  (R.  Belhumeur  et  al).  An  ad.  Laughing 
Gull  visited  Levis  and  nearby  Beauport  3-8 
Dec  (J.  Bernier,  m.ob.).  A total  of  4-5  Black- 
headed Gulls  lingered  at  Fatima  (Magdalen 
Is.)  until  31  Dec  (C.  &J.  Roy).  A first-cycle 
Mew  Gull  visited  Pointe-Claire  3 Dec  (B. 
Barnhurst).  A massive  concentration  of  large 
gulls  made  the  news  throughout  the  winter  in 
the  Terrebonne-Lachenaie  area,  just  n.  of 
Montreal,  (Y.  Gauthier,  R.  Prevost,  DJL, 
m.ob.).  A rigorous  count  conducted  on  25  Jan 
revealed  the  presence  of  1510  Great  Black- 
backed,  485  Glaucous,  480  Herring,  and  220 
Iceland  Gulls  in  a single  field  (DJL).  The 
number  of  “white-winged  gulls,”  mostly 
imms.,  in  this  group  was  startling  for  the  area. 
Single  Thick-billed  Murres  were  reported  at 
Sainte-Therese-de-Gaspe  31  Dec  (JR.  Lepage) 
and  Cap  d’Espoir  3 Jan  (A.  Couture  et  al). 

OWLS  THROUGH  WRENS 

An  Eastern  Screech-Owl  at  Victoriaville  16 
Feb  and  4 Mar  was  a first  for  that  municipal- 
ity 0-  Goyette,  CR).  Great  Horned  Owls  were 
reported  in  numbers  far  above  average  in  the 
greater  Quebec  City  area  this  winter,  with  a 
maximum  of  7 spotted  in  one  evening  from 
highways  30  Jan  (RG,  M.  Raymond).  Quite 
expected  after  an  impressive  fall  flight.  Snowy 
Owls  were  reported  in  above-average  num- 


bers throughout,  with  maxima  of  22  in  the 
Hebertville  plain  11  Jan  (M.  Savard,  N.  Lam- 
bert) and  21  in  the  Saint-Barthelemy  area  13 
Feb  (fide  R.  Piche).  The  same  can  be  said  of 
Northern  Hawk  Owl,  with  approximately  80 
individuals  reported  throughout  the  winter 
period;  the  last  comparable  irruption  dates 
back  to  the  winter  of  2000-2001.  As  expected 
from  their  four-year  cycle,  Great  Gray  Owls 
staged  an  invasion  this  winter  but  of  much 
lesser  magnitude  than  the  precedent.  At  least 
70  birds  were  reported  during  the  period,  ver- 
sus 600-h  in  the  winter  of  2004-2005.  A Long- 
eared Owl  at  Sullivan  21  Feb  was  a winter 


A 


In  Quebec,  Great  Egrets  have  been  reported  earlier  in  spring 
and  later  in  fall  in  recent  years.  The  present  individual  pho- 
tographed during  a snowstorm  in  a backyard  in  Salaberry-de- 
Valleyfield  10  December  2008  provided  the  province's  first- 
ever  winter  record  of  the  species.  Photograph  by  D.  langlais. 

first  for  Abitibi  (RL,  CS).  Short-eared  Owls 
were  spotted  in  various  localities  throughout 
s.  Quebec  for  an  excellent  total  of  16  birds 
from  11  different  localities.  Boreal  Owls  were 
reported  even  from  the  s.  reaches  of  the 
province,  for  a winter  grand  total  of  30-^.  A lo- 
cal concentration  of  4 Boreal  Owls  in  the 
Boucherville  Is.  9 Feb  was  exceptional  (fide  Y. 
Gauthier). 

A Belted  Kingfisher  was  at  Cap-aux-Meules 
31  Dec  (C.  Roy,  J.  Roy)  and  another  at  Trois- 
Rivieres  14-15  Feb  (ph.  R.  Huxley).  An  ad. 
Red-headed  Woodpecker  at  Saint-Alexis-de- 
Matapedia  26  Dec  constitutes  a rare  winter 
showing  for  the  species  anywhere  in  the 
province  (T.  Gallant).  Three  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers  were  reported,  the  first  winter- 
ing at  ile  des  Soeurs,  Montreal  (m.ob.),  anoth- 
er at  Grande-Entree  (Magdalen  Is.)  4 Dec-2 
Jan  (|C.  Richard,  D.  Lelievre),  and  finally,  a fe- 
male at  Bonaventure  ca.  1 Jan-15  Feb  (S.  Ar- 


bour, m.ob.).  A Northern  Flicker  at  Rouyn- 
Noranda  1 Feb  was  a first  in  winter  for  Abitibi 
(D.  Chouinard).  An  excessively  late  Eastern 
Phoebe  was  at  lie  Sainte-Helene,  Montreal  20 
Dec  (D.  Millar).  Carolina  Wrens  were  not  par- 
ticularly numerous;  the  most  northerly 
records  coming  from  feeders  at  Rimouski  12- 
20  Dec  (M.  Theriault,  G.  Proulx)  and  Saint- 
Alexis-des-Monts,  Mauricie  26  Dec  (D.  Allard, 
L.  Lachance).  A Winter  Wren  was  present  at 
Cap  Tourmente  3 Jan-28  Feb  (E  Theriault), 
while  another  made  it  at  least  to  early  Jan  at 
ile  des  Soeurs  (PB).  An  exceptionally  late 
Marsh  Wren  was  at  Henryville  2 Dec  (MGa). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Varied  Thrush  was  a one-day  wonder  at 
Gatineau  2 Dec  (fide  M.  Aube),  while  another 
wintered  at  Sainte-Marguerite-du-Lac-Masson 
13  Dec+,  a first  for  the  Laurentides  region  (fide 
G.  Gauthier;  ph.).  A chilly  American  Pipit 
was  sighted  at  Saint-Basile-le-Grand  12  Dec 
(F.  Morneau).  Bohemian  Waxwings  were 
abundant  in  e.  QuAec  in  Dec,  occasionally 
forming  staggering  concentrations,  but  num- 
bers dwindled  sharply  by  the  end  of  the 
month.  A selection  of  high  counts  includes 
5804  at  Chicoutimi  6 Dec  (M.  Tremblay,  L. 
Grenon),  5000  at  Saint-Joseph-de-la-Rive  7 
Dec  (OB,  I.  Lechasseur),  11,000  on  the  Baie- 
Comeau  C.B.C.  13  Dec  (fide  CB),  7600  com- 
piled during  the  Quebec  City  C.B.C.  18  Dec 
(fide  M.  Darveau),  over  10,000  on  the  Ri- 
mouski C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  RE),  and  10,000 
at  Sept-iles  22  Dec  (down  to  only  12  on  26 
Dec,  B.  Duchesne,  C.  Couture,  Jide  CB). 

A Yellow-rumped  Warbler  was  at  Moisie  26 
Nov-19  Dec  (fide  E Gallant),  while  a hardier 
bird  made  it  at  least  to  late  Jan  at  Chandler 
OR.  Lepage).  A record-late  Black-and-white 
Warbler  was  at  lie  Sainte-Helene  30  Nov-6 
Dec  (L.  d’Amours  et  al).  A very  late,  but  not 
record-late,  Wilson’s  Warbler  was  at  Quebec 
City  2-6  Dec  (RG).  Two  Eastern  Towhees  vis- 
ited the  Bas-Saint-Laurent  region,  one  early 
Dec-3  Feb  at  Rimouski  0-  Beauchesne,  E 
Boulianne)  and  another  at  Bic  13  Dec  (A.  Pel- 
letier). Chipping  Sparrows  were  reported  far 
more  widely  than  the  usual  one  or  2 per  win- 
ter, with  a total  of  at  least  12  birds,  5 of  which 
wintered.  A late  Savannah  Sparrow  was  at 
Saint- Armand  8 Dec  QGP).  A winter  first  for 
Abitibi,  a Fox  Sparrow  survived  the  harsh  Val 
d’Or  weather  throughout  the  period  (CS,  ph. 
RL),  while  another  did  the  same  at  Saint-Nor- 
bert  d’Arthabaska  (Y.  Dupuis).  A late  Lin- 
coln’s Sparrow  was  at  ile  Sainte-Helene  7 Dec 
(D.  Ouellette),  while  a Swamp  Sparrow  was  at 
Granby  7 Dec  (M.  Maheu,  M.  Berlinguette) 
and  another  at  Philipsburg  13  Jan  QGP)- 
White-crowned  Sparrows  were  quite  numer- 
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ous  this  winter,  with  a total  of  17  birds  from 
13  localities,  including  an  individual  of  the 
gambelii  subspecies  at  Cap  Tourmente  seen 
throughout  the  winter  (OB,  m.ob.)- 
A female  Northern  Cardinal  wintered  at 
l!Ascension-de-Patapedia  (C.  Francoeur).  An- 
nual in  fall  but  very  rare  in  winter,  a Dickcis- 
sel  was  reported  from  Iberville  10  Dec  (MGa, 
LE.  B.-Maille).  A concentration  of  8 Rusty 
Blackbirds  at  Saint-Armand  5-16  Jan  was  no- 
table (YC).  A Baltimore  Oriole  was  at  Ri- 
mouski  1 Dec  (fide  RF).  A group  of  7 House 
Finches  made  a rare  visit  to  Rimouski  20 
Dec+  (S.  Rheaume  et  al.,  m.ob.).  White- 
winged Crossbills  were  present  widely 
through  s.  Quebec,  venturing  even  into  habi- 
tats devoid  of  conifers  and  regularly  showing 
up  at  feeders.  Redpolls  were  common  and 
widespread  away  from  the  boreal  forest  for 
the  2nd  consecutive  winter.  The  four  North 


American  taxa  of  redpoll  were  noted  from  at 
least  three  Regional  feeding  stations:  at  Saint- 
Fulgence,  Chicoutimi,  and  Cap  Tourmente 
(fide  GS,  OB).  Pine  Siskins  were  recorded  in 
large  numbers  in  extreme  s.  Quebec  by  late 
Dec,  possibly  even  the  largest  flight  since 
1987-1988  for  that  region,  but  numbers  were 
lower  and  concentrations  localized  elsewhere 
in  the  province.  Interestingly  2 schizochroic 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  photographed,  one 
at  a feeder  in  Caplan,  Gaspesie  14-15  Dec  (C. 
St-Denis)  and  another  at  Chicoutimi  2 Feb 
(A.  Desjardins). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): E Bannon  (Montreal),  C.  Buidin,  Y.  Car- 
dinal, M.  Dennis,  C.  Douville  (Lower-St. 
Lawrence),  R.  Fortin,  M.  Gauthier,  R.  Gingras, 
M.  Gosselin,  L.  Imbeau  (Abitibi),J.  Lachance 
(Quebec  City),  R.  Ladurantaye,  DJ.  Leandri,  D. 


McCutcheon,  JG.  Papineau,  P.  Poulin 
(Gaspesie),  A.  Richard  (Magdalen  Is.),  M. 
Robert,  Y.  Rochepault  (North  Shore),  C.  Roy 
(Bois-Francs),  G.  Savard  (Saguenay-Lac-Saint- 
Jean),  C.  Siano,  D.  Toussaint  (Outaouais).  © 
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New  England  I 


With  a few  notable  exceptions, 
weather  during  the  winter  of 
2008-2009  was  remarkably  aver- 
age by  recent  standards.  For  the  season  as  a 
whole,  both  temperatures  and  precipitation 
were  well  within  the  middle  50%  of  values  for 
the  past  114  years.  But  the  exceptions  were 
significant — and  strong  reminders  that  a me- 
teorological report  of  “average”  weather  over 
a three-month  period  may  incorporate  (and 
mask)  strong  deviations  from  the  norm. 

The  first  big  weather  event  of  the  season 
was  a major  ice  storm  that  moved  through 
southern  New  England  the  night  of  1 1-12  De- 
cember. Significant  ice  accumulations  on 


trees  and  power  lines  resulted  in  power  out- 
ages across  large  areas  of  Massachusetts, 
southern  New  Hampshire,  and  coastal  Maine. 
In  the  immediate  aftermath  of  the  storm,  al- 
most half  of  the  Granite  State’s  electric  cus- 
tomers were  literally  in  the  dark,  and  some 
did  not  get  power  back  for  over  two  weeks. 
Thankfully,  most  of  the  ice  melted  in  the  next 
two  days,  reducing  the  risk  of  both  further 
damage  and  short-term  effects  on  the  Region’s 
avifauna.  The  long-term  effects  will  take  a lit- 
tle longer  to  assess,  but  it  would  not  be  sur- 
prising to  see  some  local  increases  in  breeding 
species  such  as  Wood  Thrush  or  Least  Fly- 
catcher, which  prefer  some  degree  of  open- 
ness within  forested  habitats.  The  other  ex- 
ceptional weather  event  came  on  16  January, 
when  a thermometer  along  the  Big  Black  Riv- 
er near  the  Quebec  border  dipped  to  -50°  F, 
setting  an  all-time  low  temperature  record  for 
the  state  of  Maine.  According  to  Bill  Sheehan 
in  Aroostook  County,  northern  Maine  never 
broke  the  freezing  point  for  the  entire  month, 
and  while  the  rest  of  New  England  was  not 
quite  so  cold,  the  month  still  ended  up  in  the 
bottom  25%  of  historic  temperatures.  This 
pattern  flipped  in  February,  which  averaged 
in  the  top  25%  of  years  for  temperature  while 
being  in  the  bottom  quartile  for  precipitation. 

Several  of  New  England’s  recent  ornitho- 
logical themes  continued  this  season,  includ- 
ing increasing  numbers  of  geese  from  Green- 
land, northward-marching  Red-bellied  Wood- 
peckers, and  a plethora  of  rare  gulls.  Slightly 


less  expected  were  large  numbers  of  shearwa- 
ters into  December,  one  of  the  better  Dovekie 
shows  in  recent  memory,  and  an  invasion  of 
American  Robins  and  Varied  Thrushes  into 
eastern  New  England.  The  Region  was  treated 
to  a remarkable  mix  of  irruptive  species  for 
the  second  year  in  a row.  This  time,  the  stars 
were  clearly  White-winged  Crossbills  and 
Pine  Siskins,  with  the  latter  reaching  record 
numbers  in  Rhode  Island.  Bohemian 
Waxwings,  Pine  Grosbeaks,  and  Common 
Redpolls  also  appeared  in  large  flocks  for  the 
second  winter  in  a row.  And  finally  there  were 
owls,  with  perhaps  80  Snowy  Owls  spread  out 
among  all  six  states,  five  Northern  Hawk 
Owls  in  the  northern  half  of  the  Region,  and 
two  Boreal  Owls  in  Maine.  Throw  in  the  usu- 
al mix  of  southern  and  western  vagrants,  and 
there  was  something  for  everyone  in  New 
England  this  winter. 

Abbreviations/locations:  Bloomfield-Wind- 
sor  (Bloomfield-Windsor  landfill,  Hartford, 
CT),  Charlotte  (Addison,  VT),  Eastham 
(Barnstable,  MA),  Gloucester  (Essex,  MA),  RI. 
(Plum  L,  Essex,  MA),  P’town  (Provincetown, 
Barnstable,  MA),  Rochester  W.T.E  (Strafford, 
NH),  Rockport  (Essex,  MA),  Wellfleet  (Barn- 
stable, MA). 

WATERFOWL 

Numbers  of  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
were  similar  to  those  of  the  previous  winter. 
Most  were  in  Connecticut,  where  a statewide 
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One  of  two  or  three  Tufted  Ducks  in  New  England  this  season, 
this  male  in  Westbrook,  Maine  wowed  birders  from  3 (here 
15)  January  into  March  2009.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


total  of  1 1 included  a family  group  of  5 in 
Willimantic,  Windham  28  Feb.  Massachusetts 
hosted  another  6,  and  one  or  2 were  in  Ver- 
mont. One  of  these  was  in  Shelburne,  Chit- 
tenden 8 Dec,  while  the  other  was  on  the  Rut- 
land C.B.C.  27  Dec.  The  highlight  of  this 
group  was  the  Pink-footed  Goose  that  made  a 
brief  appearance  at  Falmouth,  Barnstable,  MA 
12-15  Jan  (G.  Hirth,  v.ob.,  ph.).  For  the  2nd 
year  in  a row,  there  were  3 Barnacle  Geese  in 
the  Region.  Two  lingered  from  the  fall:  one  in 
North  Yarmouth,  Cumberland,  ME  through  9 
Dec  and  the  other  in  Wallingford,  New  Haven, 
CT  through  10  Dec.  Another  appeared  in 
Charlton,  Worcester,  MA  3-13  Dec  (T.  French, 
M.  Lynch).  Cackling  Geese  reports  totaled  7 
birds  in  Connecticut,  7 in  Rhode  Island,  5 in 
Massachusetts,  and  one  each  in  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Maine.  The  number  of  Northern 
Shovelers  in  the  Region  this  season  was  up 
again,  with  a peak  count  of  26  at  Salisbury,  Es- 
sex, MA  30  Dec  (S.  McGrath).  In  addition,  4 
successfully  wintered  both  on  Nantucket  and 
at  Middletown,  Newport,  Rl.  The  only  bird  in 
the  north  was  at  Exeter,  Rockingham,  NH  1 
Dec  (P.  Chamberlain).  Single  Eurasian  Teal 
were  reported  from  Connecticut  (fide  GH) 
and  Massachusetts  (P.  Gilmore). 

While  Ring-necked  Ducks  are  not  unex- 
pected in  s.  New  England  in  winter,  a group 
of  21  on  L.  Champlain  at  Shelburne,  Chitten- 
den, VT  26  Feb  was  noteworthy  for  both 
number  and  date  (BM).  In  stark  contrast  to 
last  winter,  the  only  significant  group  of  div- 
ing ducks  on  L.  Champlain  was  a flock  of  970 
Common  Goldeneyes  at  Charlotte  19  Jan 
(BM).  It  is  quite  possible  that  there  were  3 
Tufted  Ducks,  all  males,  in  the  Region  this 
winter.  The  first  showed  up  30  Dec  at  the  E, 
Providence  Res.,  RI  (E.  & A.  Slattery)  and  was 
seen  sporadically  through  the  end  of  Eeb. 


About  16  km  away,  a probable  2nd  bird  fre- 
quented a cove  in  Warwick,  Kent,  RI  from  11 
Jan  through  10  Eeb  0-  St.  Jean,  m.ob,),  but 
this  individual  was  not  observed  here  on  a 
date  on  which  the  Providence  Res.  bird  was 
seen.  (An  apparent  Tufted  Duck  x scaup  hy- 
brid was  at  the  same  cove  in  Warwick  8-17 
Eeb  [S.  Mitra,  M.  Lynch,  ph.  C.  Pedro].)  Ei- 
nally  Maine’s  3rd  record  of  Tufted  Duck  was 
noted  in  Westbrook,  Cumberland  3 Jan  (E 
Paul);  that  bird  remained  into  Mar.  High 
counts  of  sea  ducks  on  the  Nantucket  C.B.C. 
included  33,873  Common  Eiders  and 
275,185  Long-tailed  Ducks.  In  Long  Island 
Sound,  White-winged  Scoters  made  the  head- 
lines. Counters  on  a boat  off  Fairfield,  CT  tal- 
lied 1136  around  Norwalk  1.  27  Dec  and  up  to 
3000  off  Stratford  late  Jan-Eeb  (T.  Leenders, 
m.ob.).  Eor  the  3rd  year  in  a row,  a male 
Hooded  Merganser  x Common  Goldeneye 
hybrid  was  at  Mt.  Desert  I.,  Hancock,  ME  (C. 
Kesselheim).  Up  to  85  Hooded  Mergansers 
frequented  the  Connecticut  R.  above  Vernon 
Dam  in  Hinsdale,  Cheshire,  NH  during  the 
winter,  and  a Red-breasted  Merganser  at 
Grand  Isle,  VT  8 Jan  and  25  Eeb  (DH)  may 
have  been  the  same  bird  that  frequented  n.  L. 
Champlain  in  2007-2008. 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Pacihe  Loons  were  not  reported  until  Jan, 
when  birds  were  observed  at  Wellfleet  (M.  Ea- 
herty)  and  Ogunquit  (MJI).  Eeb  records  in- 
cluded individuals  at  both  Rockport  0-  Hoye) 


and  P’town  (PE,  BN)  on  the  7th  and  one  at 
Acadia  N.R  on  the  11th  (R.  MacDonald).  In 
Massachusetts,  it  appears  to  be  the  end  of  an 
era  for  the  Eared  Grebe  of  East  Gloucester:  af- 
ter wintering  at  Niles  Beach  for  13  years,  the 
bird  failed  to  return  in  Dec.  Presumably  a dif- 
fered Eared  Grebe  was  in  Ealmouth  29 
Dec-16  Jan  (D.  Clapp).  Unusual  far  inland 
was  a Red-necked  Grebe  at  Berlin  Pond, 
Washington,  VT  7 Dec  (K.  Jones). 

It  was  a remarkable  season  for  seabirds.  On 
6 Dec,  birders  on  a fishing  trip  over  the  Nan- 
tucket Shoals  tallied  7 Northern  Fulmars  and 


162  Greater,  2 Sooty,  and  48  Manx  Shearwa- 
ters (P.  Rusch  et  ah).  The  next  day,  400 
Greaters  were  seen  from  shore  at  P’town 
(BN).  Eight  fulmars  were  seen  from  shore  at 
Rockport  19  Jan  (RH),  but  the  motherlode  for 
this  species  came  on  a research  trip  to  Jeffrey’s 
Ledge  and  beyond  6 Eeb,  when  187  were  tal- 
lied during  a 140-km  loop  through  Massa- 
chusetts, New  Hampshire,  and  Maine  waters 
(SM,  BG).  Northern  Gannets  were  often 
abundant  as  well,  with  high  counts  of  6000 
off  Nantucket  21  Dec  (VL),  605  at  Rockport  8 
Jan  (RH),  and  1000  off  Wellfleet  10-11  Jan 
(M.  Eaherty).  At  the  opposite  corner  of  the 
Region,  an  imm.  gannet  was  at  Charlotte,  VT 
3 Dec  (S.  Anted).  Why  are  so  many  pelagic 
birds  increasingly  present  off  New  England  in 
early  winter?  The  summer  and  fall  of  2008 
were  certainly  warmer  than  usual  in  the  Gulf 
of  Maine  (e.g.,  lots  of  Cory’s  Shearwaters),  so 
were  all  the  lingering  shearwaters  simply  de- 
laying their  departure  for  their  breeding/win- 
tering grounds  (depending  on  species)?  Back 
on  shore  and  far  from  the  ocean,  an  imm. 
Great  Cormorant  frequented  s.  L.  Champlain 
7 Dec-17  Jan  (M.  Cosgrove,  m.ob.).  Three 
Great  Egrets  lingered  through  mid-  and  late 
Dec  on  Cape  Cod  and  Rhode  Island,  while  a 
Cattle  Egret  was  on  Nantucket  5-27  Dec. 
Turkey  Vultures  in  the  n.  part  of  the  Region 
included  one  on  the  Eerrisburg  C.B.C.,  VT  20 
Dec  and  an  even  later  individual  at  Phipps- 
burg,  Sagadahoc,  ME  29  Jan  (M.  Fahay). 
Black  Vultures  were  in  their  usual  haunts  in 


sw.  Connecticut  (high  count  of  21)  and  s. 
Rhode  Island.  In  Feb,  they  also  appeared  at 
several  locations  in  Massachusetts,  including 
Hyannis,  Barnstable  on  the  3rd,  Beverly,  Essex 
on  the  15th,  and  Sheffield,  Berkshire  (3  birds) 
and  Deerfield,  Franklin  on  the  27th.  Given 
the  date,  the  latter  birds  in  w.  Massachusetts 
were  likely  migrants. 

Connecticut  birders  enjoyed  a Western 
Red-tailed  Hawk  (dark  morph  of  subspecies 
calurus)  in  Wallingford  21  Feb+  (D.  Camp- 
bell, m.ob.,  ph.).  The  Nutmeg  State  experi- 
enced a strong  infiux  of  Rough-legged  Hawks 


In  addition  to  several  Tufted  Ducks,  Rhode  Island  birders  found  this  apparent  hybrid  between  that  species  and  a scaup 
(right).  The  bird  was  present  in  Warwick  8-17  (here  17)  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Carlos  Pedro. 
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One  of  several  Thayer's  Gulls  in  New  England  in  winter  2008-2009,  this  adult  was 
a one-day  wonder  at  Connecticut's  Bloomfield-Windsor  landfill  12  December. 
Photograph  by  Mick  Bommo. 


following  the  22  Dec  cold  front:  the  statewide 
total  was  at  least  50,  perhaps  reflecting  the 
same  productive  breeding  season  that  result- 
ing in  the  Regions  impressive  influx  of  Snowy 
Owls.  In  addition  to  a handful  of  Golden  Ea- 
gles in  their  expected  haunts  in  the  lower 
Connecticut  River  valley,  one  was  on  Cape 
Cod  at  Eastham  for  the  first  two  weeks  of 
Dec.  Gyrfalcons  included  one  at  P.I.  3 & 15 
Dec  (T.  Wetmore)  and  one  at  West  Haven, 
Rutland,  VT  20  Dec  (L,  Scaccetti).  Even  more 
intriguing  were  2 imm.  Gyrfalcons  that  ap- 
parently visited  deer  carcasses  at  the  Acadia 
Zoo  in  Trenton,  Hancock,  ME.  The  birds  first 
appeared  in  early  Jan  and  departed  in  mid-  to 
late  Feb,  but  because  of  concerns  about  dis- 
turbance to  the  zoo’s  resident  animals,  word 
on  the  falcons  was  not  circulated  until  after 
they  left  (fide  WT).  Apparently  photographs 
were  taken,  but  these  have  not  surfaced,  and 
the  behavior  of  the  birds  in  question  is  just 
unusual  enough  to  warrant  caution.  A Yellow 
Rail  was  found  on  the  Nantucket  C.B.C.  27 
Dec  (fide  MAS). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Shorebird  enthusiasts  had  slim  pickings  this 
season  in  New  England.  There  was  the  usual 
collection  of  lingering  Black-bellied  Plovers, 
Greater  Yellowlegs,  and  Long-billed  Dowitch- 
ers,  plus  the  arrival  of  displaying  American 
Woodcocks  in  mid-Feb.  A few  species  did 
make  headlines  in  the  south.  Two  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  remained  in  Stratford,  CT 
through  13  Jan,  with  one  seen  through  19  Jan, 
setting  a new  record  late  date  for  the  state. 
This  was  the  same  site  where  2 lingered 
through  23  Dec  2007.  In  Rhode  Island,  2 
American  Oystercatchers  in  Newport  19  Feb 
set  a record-early  return  date  (R.  Evans).  A 
Red  Phalarope  near  shore  was  a good  way  to 
start  the  year  in  Hampton,  Rockingham,  NH  1 


Jan  (BG).  In  the  small  gull 
department,  Little  Gulls 
were  in  Rhode  Island  and 
Maine,  but  far  less  expected 
was  one  along  the  Connecti- 
cut  R.  at  Turner’s  Falls, 
Franklin,  MA  21  Dec  (ph,  J. 
Smith).  Late  Laughing  Gulls 
also  showed  up  in  unusual 
places,  including  along  the 
cen.  Maine  coast  at  Bow- 
doinham,  Sagadahoc  4 Dec 
(B.  Hancock),  5 well  inland 
at  Bloomfield-Windsor  3 
Dec  (E  Gallo),  and  16-18 
km  off  Block  1.  26  Dec  (E 
Flood).  Maine’s  2nd  Mew 
Gull  (again  of  the  nominate 
subspecies)  was  pho- 
tographed in  Portland  10  Dec  (E.  Hynes). 

It  was  a superior  winter  for  large  gulls. 
Thayer’s  Gull  reports  appear  to  be  increasing: 
an  ad.  and  a first-cycle  bird  were  at  Bloom- 
field-Windsor 12  Dec  and  23  Dec  through  Feb 
(ph.  N.  Bonomo,  v.o.),  2 more,  of  the  same 
ages,  at  the  Rochester  W. TP.  (BG,  J.  Lambert), 
and  up  to  4 were  in  E.  Gloucester  (ph.,  m.ob.). 
Although  8 Thayer’s  Gulls 
is  noteworthy,  they  are 
still  trumped  by  Slaty- 
backed  Gull.  After  an  ad. 
appeared  at  Bloomfield- 
Windsor  in  Nov,  it  was  re- 
placed by  a second-  or 
third-cycle  bird  9 Feb  (R 
Dugan),  which  remained 
through  13  Feb  (ph., 
m.ob.).  What  appears  to 
have  been  the  same  bird 
appeared  at  Turner’s  Falls 
20-27  Feb  (ph.  J.  Smith  et 
al).  A possible  Slaty- 
backed  was  reported 
without  details  from  the 
Rochester  W.T.P.  16  Jan 
(BG).  Scott  Young  pho- 
tographed what  appears 
to  be  a Glaucous-winged 
Gull  at  the  Rochester 
W.T.P  10  Jan.  If  accepted, 
this  would  mark  the  first  record  of  this  West 
Coast  species  for  the  e.  United  States;  there  is 
one  record  from  Newfoundland  and  several 
from  the  Midwest,  and  vagrancy  in  this 
species  is  also  documented  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Morocco.  Two  Ivory  Gulls  visit- 
ed the  Region,  both  stunning  ads.:  the  first 
was  at  E.  Gloucester  17-22  Jan  QT,  m.ob.)  and 
the  other  at  Plymouth,  MA  20-30  Jan  (B.  Bur- 
den, m.ob.).  Most  records  of  the  species  in  the 
Region  refer  to  first-cycle  birds.  Counts  of 


Black-legged  Kittiwake  from  se.  Massachu- 
setts waters  included  1300  over  the  Nantuck- 
et Shoals  6 Dec  (m.ob.),  1065  from  Eastham 
13  Dec  (BN),  4000  off  Nantucket  21  Dec 
(VL),  and  2093  at  Rockport  7 Jan  (RH).  The 
Region’s  only  tern  was  a Common  Tern  at  P’- 
town  7 Dec  Q-  Young).  The  season’s  high 
count  of  Pomarine  Jaegers  was  20  at  Eastham 
20  Dec  (BN),  while  the  latest  was  a bird  at 
Rockport  7Jan  (RH).  The  last  Parasitic  Jaegers 
were  in  the  first  week  of  Dec. 

One  wonders  if  we’re  slowly  returning  to 
the  days  when  Dovekies  were  more  reliable 
visitors  to  the  Region,  as  this  was  the  3rd  year 
in  a row  with  above-average  numbers.  Counts 
in  the  double  digits  were  reported  from  Maine 
to  Rhode  Island,  and  two  trips  recorded  over 
300.  The  first  report  of  the  species  came  from 
waters  16-18  km  se.  of  Block  I.  26  Dec  (P. 
Flood),  while  340  were  seen  on  the  6 Feb  Jef- 
frey’s Ledge  trip  (SM,  BG).  Early  Dec  counts 
of  large  alcids  from  the  traditional  “hot  spots” 
of  Rockport  and  Eastham  (RH  and  BN,  re- 
spectively) were  as  follows:  Common  Murre 
98  and  75,  Thick-billed  Murre  12  and  12,  and 
Razorbill  410  and  5000  (plus  10,000  uniden- 
tified large  alcids).  A remarkably  similar  tally 


of  15,000  Razorbills  was  reported  off  Well- 
fleet  10-11  Jan.  The  Dovekie-rich  Jeffrey’s 
Ledge  trip  tallied  only  13  Razorbills  in  com- 
parison! 

DOVES  THROUGH  TITMICE 

Two  White-winged  Doves  played  hide-and- 
seek  with  Regional  birders  this  season.  Both 
were  originally  found  in  the  fall  but  went 
missing  at  various  points  in  Nov.  The  dove  in 
Portland,  ME  made  a brief  reappearance  21- 


This  second-  or  third-cycle  Slaty-backed  Gull  spent  9-1 3 (here  9)  February  2009  at  the 
Bloomfield-Windsor  landfill  north  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Presumably  the  same  indi- 
vidual appeared  roughly  100  kilometers  to  the  north  at  Turner's  Falls,  Massachusetts 
20-27  February.  Photograph  by  Frank  Mantlik. 
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It  was  a season  of  plenty  for  Snowy  Owl  enthusiasts  in  the  New  England.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  local  corvids 
were  not  always  as  pleased  with  the  Arctic  visitors,  as  suggested  by  this  interaction  between  a Snowy  Owl  and  Common 
Raven  in  Milford,  New  Hampshire  on  30  December  2008.  Photograph  by  Chris  Sheridan. 


. If  2007-08  was  the  winter  of  the  Barred  Owl  in 
New  England,  this  was  the  season  of  the  Snowy.  A 
precise  count  of  individuals  is  not  possible,  given  how 
much  these  Arctic  owls  move  around,  but  one  good  metric 
is  the  number  captured  at  Boston's  Logan  Airport  as  part 
of  the  ongoing  relocation  project.  This  year.  Norm  Smith, 
who  has  been  working  with  Snowies  there  since  the  mid- 
1980s,  banded  a remarkable  30  birds  at  the  airport  and 
another  10  elsewhere  in  e.  Massachusetts;  in  most  sea- 
sons, his  total  is  closer  to  a dozen.  All  but  2 of  these  band- 
ed owls  were  hatch-year  individuals,  and  contrary  to  con- 
ventional wisdom,  all  were  in  excellent  physical  condition, 
meaning  they  were  not  necessarily  forced  southward  be- 
cause of  lack  of  food.  Owls  color-marked  at  Logan  this 
winter  were  re-sighted  as  far  away  as  New  Jersey  and  Vir- 
ginia. With  this  in  mind,  take  the  following  statewide  to- 
tals with  a grain  of  salt,  although  in  many  cases  the  birds 
in  question  tended  to  stay  put  once  winter  set  in:  Vermont 
7-8,  New  Hampshire  4-5,  Maine  20,  Massachusetts  40, 
Connecticut  6-8,  and  Rhode  Island  2. 

24  Dec  (DL),  while  one  in  Branford,  New 
Haven,  CT  reappeared  17  Dec  and  was  seen 
sporadically  thereafter.  In  addition  to  the  in- 
vasion of  Snowy  Owls  (see  S.A.),  there  were  5 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  in  the  Region  this  win- 
ter. The  first  appeared  in  Stockholm,  Aroost- 
ook, ME  28  Dec  (CR)  and  remained  through 
10  Jan  (BS).  Three  appeared  in  early  Jan  and 


remained  through  the  end  of  Feb,  as  follows: 
Eden,  Lamoille,  VT;  Center  Harbor,  Belknap, 
NH;  and  Bristol,  Lincoln,  ME.  Latest  and  far- 
thest s.  was  one  in  Hollis,  York,  ME  25  Jan-24 
Feb.  Maine  also  hosted  2 Boreal  Owls,  al- 
though neither  remained  long  enough  to  at- 
tract hordes  of  birders.  The  hrst  was  pho- 
tographed in  Bass  Harbor,  Hancock  17  Dec  (S. 
Grierson)  at  the  same  location  at  which  it  was 
seen  on  22  Nov,  while  the  other  was  in  New 
Sweden,  Aroostook  23  Dec  (ph.  CR). 

Hummingbird  numbers  were  down  in  New 
England  this  winter,  A Calliope  Humming- 
bird from  the  fall  lingered  at  Simsbury,  Hart- 
ford, CT  through  9 Dec,  while  the  only  Rufous 
was  an  ad.  female  that  spent  most  of  Dec  in 
Hyannis,  Barnstable,  MA  (S.  Finnegan).  Also 
on  Cape  Cod,  the  Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  that  first  appeared 
in  the  fall  lingered  through  13 
Dec  at  Dennis  (m.ob.).  After  a 
strong  northward  push  in  the  fall. 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were 
everywhere  and  set  C.B.C. 
records  throughout  n.  New  Eng- 
land. They  made  it  n.  of  New 
Hampshire’s  White  Mts.  for  only 
the  3rd  time  and  to  within  10  km 
of  the  New  Brunswick  border  in 
Maine.  Unlike  the  past  two  such 
invasions,  the  woodpeckers  seem 
to  have  made  it  through  the  win- 
ter in  many  portions  of  their  ex- 
panded range.  Single  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  were  in  each  of  the 
n.  three  states,  plus  2 in  Massa- 
chusetts. For  the  2nd  year  in  a 
row,  there  were  more  Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsuckers  than  usual 
throughout  the  Region. 

The  only  lingering  flycatchers 
this  season  were  the  expected 
Eastern  Phoebes.  Most  were  in 
Dec,  but  the  latest  was  a bird  in 
Falmouth,  MA  23  Jan  (M.  Malin). 
Four  Blue-headed  Vireos  also 


lasted  into  Dec,  including  a bird  in  Raymond, 
Rockingham,  NH  1 Dec  (TB)  that  might  be  the 
first  winter  record  for  the  Granite  State.  Oth- 
ers were  one  on  the  Portland  C.B.C.  14  Dec 
(fide  EH)  and  2 in  Medford,  Middlesex,  MA 
f5-16  Dec  (R.  LaFontaine).  A Gray  Jay  was 
well  described  in  Windsor,  Berkshire,  MA  2 
Jan  0-  Bishop).  Common  Ravens  continue  to 
expand  into  s.  New  England,  with  several  re- 
ported both  around  metropolitan  Boston  and 
coastal  Rhode  Island.  Although  Tree  Swallows 
regularly  occur  in  small  numbers  in  se. 
coastal  localities,  a flock  of  16  in  Westerly,  RI 
that  made  it  through  10  Jan  is  notable  both 
for  its  size  and  perseverance.  A flock  of  Cave 
Swallows  in  New  Haven,  CT  numbered  12  on 
3 Dec  (R.  Payne),  7 on  5 Dec,  and  at  least  4 
on  15  Dec  (fide  GH),  after  which  date  they 
disappeared. 

After  reports  of  a signiheant  Boreal  Chick- 
adee movement  in  Quebec  during  the  fall, 
many  New  England  birders  were  on  the  look- 
out for  strays  from  typical  range.  In  the  end, 
totals  away  from  regular  breeding  areas  were 
unremarkable,  with  one  in  Vermont  and  2 
each  in  New  Hampshire  and  Maine.  One  of 
the  latter  was  a leucistic  individual  that  visit- 
ed a feeder  in  Gray,  Cumberland  in  early  Feb. 
This  season’s  prospecting  Tufted  Titmouse 
was  in  Machias,  Washington,  ME  31  Dec,  the 
first  the  observer  had  seen  there  in  nine  years 
(B.  Southard).  Far  more  unusual  than  way- 
ward chickadees  or  titmice  was  a hybrid  in 
Concord,  Merrimack,  NH  21  Dec  (ph.  J. 
Pietrzak),  possibly  a Black-capped  Chickadee 
X Blue  Tit,  but  some  thought  Tufted  Titmouse 
could  have  been  a parent.  News  of  the  bird 
did  not  reach  Granite  State  birders  until 
months  afterward,  and  in  the  absence  of  addi- 
tional documentation  or  physical  evidence, 
we’ll  probably  never  be  able  to  know  what 
this  bird  was. 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

A Mountain  Bluebird  discovered  in  Eastham, 
MA  in  late  Nov  was  last  seen  7 Dec.  Northern 


Two  Boreal  Owls  made  brief  appearances  in  Maine  in  December  2008.  This 
bird,  photographed  at  Bass  Harbor  1 7 December,  was  in  the  same  tree  as  a 
previous  sighting  22  November  2008.  Photograph  by  by  Scott  Grierson. 
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r ||  If  Bohemian  Waxwings  were  the  invading  berry-snatchers  of  Winter  2007-2008,  American  Robins  took  that  title  this 
3 sH  past  winter;  they  were  most  numerous  in  coastal  areas  following  the  22  Dec  ice  storm  and  remained  conspicuous  for 
another  month  or  so.  Christmas  Bird  Count  records  for  the  species  were  shattered  in  some  places,  including  1594  in  Portland, 
ME  and  3500  in  Concord,  NH  (previous  record  was  only  135).  A total  of  over  14,000  on  the  S.  Kingston,  R1  C.B.C.  was  only  the 
3rd  highest  there  but  still  impressive.  The  vast  majority  of  the  robins  were  piling  into  an  area  less  than  100-km  wide  from 
mid-coastal  Maine  to  Rhode  Island,  at  least  based  on  the  sample  of  eBird  records.  Even  Vermont,  which  prides  itself  on  an  ac- 
tive and  dedicated  corps  0f"eBirders,"oniy  managed  a high  count  of  48  birds,  compared  to  300  in  Maine,  6000  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  85,000  in  Massachusetts.  It  would  thus  appear  that  something,  possibly  the  ice  storm,  "forced"all  these  robins  into 
the  coastal  plain.  Several  darker-backed  robins  (often  called  "Newfoundland"  birds)  were  among  the  hordes. 

During  the  same  period,  Maine  hosted  no  fewer  than  7 Varied  Thrushes,  making  the  2 in  New  Hampshire  and  single  in 
Connecticut  somewhat  less  remarkable.  From  north  to  south,  the  Maine  birds'  locations  and  the  lengths  of  their  stays  were 
as  follows:  Orono,  Penobscot  il  Dec-4  Jan  {fide  I Markowski);  Hampden  Penobscot  Wan  (bdei.  Markowski);  Winthrop,  Ken- 
nebec 28  Feb-Mar  (A.  Carlton);  Freeport,  Cumberland  1 6 Jan  (fide  WS);  Portland  21  Dec-28  Feb  (EH,  m.ob.);  and  2 at  the  same 
feeder  in  Saco,  Mfor  all  of  Jan-Feb  {fide  EH).  Outside  of  the  PineTree  State,  singles  were  at  Rye,  NH  20-23  Dec  (P.  LaCourse, 
¥.0.),  Rochester  22  Dec-Feb  (P.  Dausch),  and  Wilton,  Fairfield,  CT  9-10  Dec  (J.  Meinhold).  Given  the  timing  of  all  these  birds' 
arrivals,  it  is  tempting  to  speculate  that  they  came  along  with  the  robins;  but  if  that  is  true,  then  why  weren't  there  any  in 
Massachusetts?  And  if  the  Varied  Thrushes  were  part  of  the  robin  phenomenon,  does  this  mean  that  most  of  the  robins  in  New 
England  were  aaually  from  areas  to  the  w.  of  the  Region? 


Mockingbirds  rarely  make  the  cut  in  this 
summary,  but  one  at  Moose  Bog,  Essex  19  Dec 
(L.  Scacchetti)  was  well  out  of  place  in  Ver- 
mont’s boreal  northeast.  We’re  getting  to  the 
point  that  the  “off  years”  for  Bohemian 
Waxwings  would  have  been  termed  signifi- 
cant incursions  only  a decade  ago.  Like  sever- 
al other  irruptives  that  moved  into  New  Eng- 
land in  2007-2008,  Bohemians  appeared 
again,  although  they  did  not  penetrate  as  far 
to  the  south.  Flock  sizes  averaged  slightly 
smaller,  with  several  larger  flocks  over  200  in 
Maine  (maximum  of  1000  in  Orrington, 
Penobscot),  Vermont  (maximum  of  700  in 
Burlington),  and  New  Hampshire  (400  in 
Conway,  Carroll).  No  flock  surpassed  the  100 
mark  in  Massachusetts,  with  the  largest 
counts  of  70-90  coming  from  Cape  Cod.  This 
winter’s  incursion  was  relatively  short-lived, 
with  the  majority  of  birds  reported  from  mid- 
Jan  to  early  Feb. 

Warblers  were  relatively  scarce  this  winter, 
with  the  highlights  in  greater  Boston  limited 
to  5 Nashille  Warblers  and  2 Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  at  various  locales  during  Dec. 
This  season,  the  lingering  warbler  spotlight 
shifted  to  Connecticut,  where  East  Shore  Park 
in  New  Haven  hosted  single  Tennessee, 
Nashville,  Blackpoll,  and  Black-and-white 
Warblers  into  Dec.  Elsewhere  in  the  Nutmeg 
State,  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  wintered  at  a 
feeder  in  Greenwich  (m.ob,),  and  a Wilson’s 
Warbler  was  in  Milford  14  Dec  (B.  Perkins). 
Another  Yellow-throated  Warbler  frequented 
a feeder  in  Manchester,  Kennebec,  ME 
through  20  Dec  (R.  Robionson  et  al.).  A 
Prairie  Warbler  was  in  Charlestown,  Washing- 
ton, R1  7 Dec  (M,  St.  Sauveur).  Palm  Warblers 
seemed  a little  more  common  than  usual  on 


Christmas  counts  in  e.  Massachusetts.  Most 
of  the  noteworthy  warblers  in  n.  New  Eng- 
land were  in  Maine.  Yellow-rumped  (Myrtle) 
Warblers  were  well  n.  at  Rangeley,  Franklin  3 
Dec  (K.  Betts)  and  at  Bar  Harbor,  Hancock  10 
Jan  (fide  WT).  Single  Audubon’s  Warblers 
were  at  Cape  Elizabeth,  Cumberland,  ME 
through  19  Dec  (M. 

Oyler,  m.ob.)  and  at 
a feeder  in  Newmar- 
ket, Rockingham, 

NH  16  Jan-20  Feb 
(D.  Arnold,  m.ob.). 

A Black-and-white 
Warbler  made  a brief 
appearance  in  York, 

ME  4 Dec  0-  Nor- 
mandin).  And  the 
Pine  Tree  State  also 
had  4 Yellow-breast- 
ed Chats  in  Dec,  all 
in  the  s.  and  mid- 
coastal regions. 

There  were  2 Sum- 
mer Tanagers  this 
winter,  one  at  Blue  Hill,  Hancock,  ME  through 
7 Jan  (L.  Clapp,  C.  Mosely  m.ob.)  and  the 
other  at  Orleans,  Barnstable,  MA  24  Dec-13 
Jan  (ph.  A.  61  E.  Hultin) 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Eastern  Towhees  made  another  good  showing 
in  n.  New  England,  with  at  least  6 in  Maine, 
10  in  New  Hampshire,  and  one  in  Vermont. 
Even  in  the  s.  part  of  the  Region,  they  may 
have  been  more  common  than  usual,  at  least 
in  Connecticut.  This  apparent  increase  in 
wintering  birds  is  intriguing  in  light  of  the 
fact  that  Regional  towhee  populations  have 


been  declining  for  decades.  Other  noteworthy 
sparrows  in  Maine  included  a Clay-colored  on 
the  Portland  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (EH),  a Grasshop- 
per in  Tenants  Harbor,  Knox  21  Dec  (M.  DiG- 
ilarmo),  and  a Lark  at  Cutler,  Washington 
through  Jan  (fide  EH).  Two  unidentihed 
sharp-tailed  sparrows  were  in  Hampton, 
Rockingham,  NH  12  Dec  (SM).  In  the  s.  part 
of  the  Region,  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  appeared  at 
a feeder  in  Watertown,  Litchfield,  CT  4 Feb 
and  was  seen  a few  times  thereafter  (fide  GH). 

The  Region  hosted  2 Black-headed  Gros- 
beaks this  winter.  The  first  spent  7-14  Dec  in 
Charlestown,  RI  (ph.  M.  St.  Sauveur,  m.ob.). 
The  other,  an  imm.  male,  apparently  spent 
most  of  Jan  at  a feeder  in  South  Hope,  Knox, 
ME  before  coming  to  the  attention  of  birders, 
after  which  it  was  observed  through  the  end 
of  Feb  (m.ob.,  ph.  D.  Reimer).  An  ad.  male 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  in  Bradford, 
Merrimack,  NH  9-13  Dec  (ph.  M.  Halsted). 
High  counts  of  the  declining  Rusty  Blackbird 
all  came  from  Massachusetts,  with  100  on  the 
Northampton  C.B.C.  14  Dec  and  23  in  W. 
Roxbury  Suffolk  11  Feb  (MJI).  A Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  was  in  Salisbury,  Essex,  MA 
5 Jan+  (P.  Brown,  m.ob.),  and  a female  Bul- 
lock’s Oriole  was  photographed  in  Boston  3 
Dec  (MJI).  All  Baltimore  Oriole  reports  were 


from  coastal  areas,  including  6 in  Maine,  2 in 
New  Hampshire,  at  least  10  in  Massachusetts, 
and  one  in  Rhode  Island. 

It  is  worth  noting  up  front  that  all  the  Re- 
gion’s irruptive  fringillids  made  inroads  into 
New  England  this  winter.  While  some  of  these 
invasions  were  more  notable  than  others, 
2008-2009  marks  the  first  time  in  over  a 
decade  that  the  Region  has  experienced  a 
“mega-flight”  of  any  sort.  Leading  the  charge 
(in  taxonomic  order,  at  least)  were  Pine  Gros- 
beaks, which  like  Bohemian  Waxwings  ap- 
peared for  the  2nd  winter  in  a row.  They  were 
restricted  almost  entirely  to  the  n.  three  states. 


While  Tree  Swallows  regularly  linger  into  early  winter  in  southeastern  New  England,  it  is  the 
rare  individual  that  lingers  into  mid-January.  In  this  context,  a group  of  16  in  Westerly,  Rhode 
Island  10  January  2009  is  quite  remarkable.  Photograph  by  Rey  Larsen. 
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The  first  of  two  Black-headed  Grosbeaks  in  New  England  in  winter  2008-2009,  this  bird 
was  in  Charlestown,  Rhode  Island  M4  (here  8)  December.  Photograph  by  Robert  Weaver. 


with  peak  counts  generally  under  30;  a hand- 
ful of  reports  came  from  Massachusetts  (fewer 
than  5 birds  per  report),  and  none  were  men- 
tioned from  the  southernmost  two  states.  Pur- 
ple Finches  continue  to  disappear  from  the 
Region  after  the  fall  migration.  The  high  count 
of  42  came  from  the  same  feeder  in  Little 
Compton,  Newport.  R1  that  hosted  60  birds  in 
2007-2008.  Red  Crossbills  appeared  in  all 
states  except  Rhode  Island  but  almost  never 
more  than  5 at  time.  The  notable  exception 


This  young  male  Black-headed  Grosbeak  frequented  a feed- 
er in  South  Hope,  Maine  for  most  of  January  and  February 
(here  13  February)  2009.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


was  a flock  of  50  at  East  Lyme,  New  London. 
CT  20  Jan  (D.  Willliams).  White-winged 
Crossbills,  on  the  other  hand,  were  wide- 
spread and  often  abundant.  The  bulk  of  the 
flight  was  in  the  e.  part  of  the  Region,  with 
flocks  of  over  100  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
and  e.  Massachusetts.  Vermont  and  Rhode  Is- 
land maxed  out  around  50-60  birds,  while  the 
high  in  Connecticut  was  only  20.  Like  Pine 
Grosbeaks,  Common  Redpolls  appeared  in 
numbers  for  the  2nd  year  in  a row,  although 
the  flight  was  far  smaller  than  that  of  2007- 
2008.  The  highest  counts  came  in  Feb,  and 
most  were  in  the  north,  with  peak  counts  of 
over  300  from  several  locations  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. In  s.  New  England,  flocks  tended  to 


contain  fewer  than  50 
birds.  As  has  become 
somewhat  expected  these 
days.  Hoary  Redpolls  ac- 
companied their  more 
numerous  cousins.  Their 
distribution  mirrored  that 
of  Common  Redpolls, 
with  perhaps  a dozen  in 
New  Hampshire  and  2-3 
each  in  Vermont  and 
Maine.  And  then  there 
were  the  Pine  Siskins.  Af- 
ter their  initial  appear- 
ance in  the  fall,  these 
feisty  finches  seemingly 
disappeared  from  many 
parts  of  the  Region  until  mid-Dec.  But  then 
they  returned  in  force,  prompting  Greg 
Hanisek,  writing  for  Connecticut,  to  write  the 
word  “invasion”  in  all  capital  letters.  Single 
feeders  in  the  Nutmeg  State  sometimes  hosted 
over  300  birds,  and  the  Barkhamsted  C.B.C. 
tallied  700  27  Dec.  In  Rhode  Island,  Rachel 
Farrell  referred  to  this  winters  flight  as  “extra- 
ordinary,” with  statewide  totals  of  955  for  Jan 
and  745  for  Feb.  Massachusetts  also  reported 
flocks  in  the  200-300  range,  while  most  of  n. 
New  England  rarely  saw  groups  much  over 
150.  Regionwide,  this  was  the  first  significant 
movement  of  siskins  since  the  winter  of  1991- 
1992.  Among  these  were  a few  so-called 
“green-niorph”  siskins,  some  of  them  pho- 
tographed. Far  rarer  was  a one-day-wonder 
Eurasian  Siskin  at  a feeder  in  Richmond, 
Scigadahoc.  ME  31  Jan  (P.  Vickery).  Although 
technically  an  “off’  year,  even  Evening  Gros- 
beaks showed  up  in  higher-than  usual  num- 
bers. Most  were  in  n.  Maine,  but  counts  over 
40-50  were  also  scattered  through  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire,  and  12  made  it  s.  to  Roy- 
alston,  Worchester.  MA  22  Feb  (T.  Pirro). 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contributors 
(italics),  and  observers;  Jim  Berry.  Geoff 
Dennis,  Rachel  Farrell  (Rhode  Island),  Ben 
Griffith,  Greg  Hanisek  (Connecticut),  Rick 
Heil,  David  Hoag,  Eric  Hynes,  Marshall  J.  Iliff, 
Vernon  Laux,  Derek  Lovitch.  Bruce  MaePher- 
son,  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  (rare 
bird  alert),  Stephen  Mirick,  Ted  Mtirin,  New 
Hampshire  Bird  Records,  Blair  Nikula,  Chelsea 
Reynolds,  Marjorie  Rines  (Massachusetts), 
William  Sheehan  (northern  Maine),  Norm 
Smith,  Jerimiah  Trimble,  William  Townsend 
(Maine).  O 
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For  the  second  winter  in  a row,  the 
weather  was  closer  to  historical  norms 
than  in  recent  years.  The  temperature 
in  December  was  essentially  normal,  but  pre- 
cipitation was  above  normal,  producing  very 
heavy  snows  in  western  and  northern  New 
York.  Mike  Morgante  summed  up  the  chal- 
lenges the  weather  presented  with  this  de- 
scription of  the  Niagara  Frontier  region’s 
weather:  “December  2008  was  a wild  ride  for 
weather,  with  two  major  rain  events,  three 
record  snowfalls,  then  a period  of  record 
warmth,  major  flooding,  and  a major  wind 
storm.”  January  was  3-6°  F colder  than  nor- 
mal, with  average  precipitation,  again  produc- 
ing heavy  snows  in  northern  New  York.  The 
cold  continued  into  early  February  but  then 
moderated  significantly,  and  the  month  ended 
1-3°  F warmer  than  normal  and  with  less  pre- 
cipitation than  normal. 

This  year,  less-hardy  species  did  not  linger 
through  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  period  as 
in  past  winters,  as  the  cold  and  snowy  De- 
cember was  not  conducive  to  lingering  in 
most  of  the  Region.  This  was  particularly  evi- 
dent in  the  colder  regions  of  New  York;  those 
that  did  remain  probably  expired.  The  major 
story  of  the  season  was  the  extraordinary  in- 
cursion into  the  Region  of  winter  finches  and 
other  birds  from  the  North.  Snowy  Owls,  Pine 
Siskins,  and  White-winged  Crossbills  had  ir- 
ruptions on  an  epic  scale,  whereas  Common 
Redpolls  and  Bohemian  Waxwings  were 
abundant  and  widespread  in  central  and 
northern  New  York.  Even  Pine  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  present  in  fair  numbers  but 
only  in  the  Adirondacks. 

Unusual  species  detected  in  the  Region 
showed  much  overlap  with  regions  to  our 
north  and  south  and  included  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck,  Pink-footed  Goose,  Barnacle 
Goose,  Tufted  Duck,  Pacific  Loon,  Western 


Grebe,  Northern  Hawk  Owl,  Townsend’s  Soli- 
taire, Varied  Thrush,  Western  Tanager,  Green- 
tailed Towhee,  and  Bullock’s  Oriole. 

Abbreviations/locations:  Dunkirk  Harbor  (L. 
Erie,  Chautauqua,  NY);  Island  Beach  S.P. 
(Ocean,  NJ);  Montauk  (Montauk  Pt.,  Suffolk, 
Long  I.,  NY);  Sandy  Hook  (Sandy  Hook 
Unit/Gateway  National  Recreation  Area,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ). 

WATERFOWL 

On  23  Nov,  a Black-bellied  V/histling-Duck 
was  found  at  Silver  L.,  Rehoboth,  Sussex, 
(Mark  Garland,  Calton  GrofO  for  the  6th 
record  of  this  species  in  Delaware.  This  bird, 
obviously  appreciating  the  free  corn  provid- 


ed by  a homeowner,  remained  the  entire 
winter  and  into  summer.  A Pink-footed 
Goose  was  found  at  Kissena  Park,  Queens, 
NY  8 Dec-12  Jan  (Eric  Miller)  for  only  the 
3rd  record  of  this  species  in  New  York. 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  of  the  Green- 
land subspecies  were  reported  in  above-nor- 
mal numbers  throughout  the  s.  portion  of 
the  Region,  although  the  total  number  was 


probably  lower  than  in  winter  2007-2008. 
Three  Black  Brant  were  reported  during  the 
winter:  one  at  Jones  Beach  S.P.,  Nassau,  NY  6 
Dec  (Bob  Kurtz);  one  sporadically  through 
the  season  in  South  Amboy,  Middlesex,  NJ 
(A.  Laquidara,  mob);  and  one  at  Deal,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ  24  Jan  (SB,  LM). 

Reports  of  Ross’s  Goose  were  above  average 
on  Long  1.,  NY  and  in  all  of  New  Jersey  and 
Delaware.  It  was  another  big  year  for  Barna- 
cle Geese,  with  4 in  the  Region:  one  at  St. 
Charles  Cemetery  and  Belmont  Lake  S.P., 
Farmingdale,  Suffolk,  NY  7 Dec-15  Feb  (B. 
Fogarty  et  al);  one  in  Califon,  Hunterdon,  NJ 
29  Nov-15  Feb  (Alan  & Barbara  Rennie)  for. 
its  5th  consecutive  year;  one  at  Warinanco 
Park,  Union,  NJ  19-25  Feb  (Clifford  Miles); 


and  one  on  Neelytown  Rd.,  Orange,  NY  27 
Feb  (Betsey  Carswell).  Cackling  Goose  re- 
ports continue  to  increase,  the  result  of  an  in- 
crease in  time  spent  searching  for  this  newly 
split  species.  Four  Eurasian  Teal  were  report- 
ed, which  is  about  average:  one  was  at  Mil- 
burn  Pond,  Nassau,  NY  3-11  Jan  (PJL  et  al.); 
one  at  De  Korte  Park,  Monmouth,  NJ  13 
Jan-24  Feb  (Claus  Holzapfel);  one  at  L. 


||  The  vast  clouds  of  Snow  Geese  in  Delaware  constitute  one  of  the  great  avian  spectacles  of  the  Atlantic  coast  and  heark- 
Jlften  back  to  times  of  truly  abundant  birdlife  in  the  East,  a time  few  living  people  remember.  In  the  southernmost  portion 
of  the  Region,  particularly  at  Bombay  Hook  N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE,  nearly  a quarter  million  Snow  Geese  have  been  counted  in  the  past 
8-10  winter  seasons.  Snow  Geese  using  the  Mississippi  and  Central  flyways  have  tripled  in  numbers  since  the  mid-1970s,  when 
hunting  resumed  on  this  species,  to  five  million  today,  and  those  using  the  Atlantic  flyway  have  increased  from  60,000  in  the 
mid-1960s  to  one  million  today.  Seeking  to  reduce  the  number  of  Snow  Geese  using  the  Atlantic  flyway  by  half— so  as  to  re- 
duce the  serious  habitat  destruction  in  both  the  wintering  and  breeding  areas — the  U.S.  government  is  extending  the  season 
on  this  species  by  one  month.  During  this  extension,  there  will  be  no  bag  limit,  and  hunters  will  be  permitted  to  use  unplugged 
shotguns  and  electronic  calls.  This  policy  has  been  adopted  by  all  the  states  in  the  Region  and  begins  in  2009. 


Returning  for  its  fifth  year,  this  Barnacle  Goose  was  noted  at  Califon,  New  Jersey  first  on  29  November  2008  and  remained 
through  IS  (here  8)  February  2009.  Photograph  by  John  Williams. 
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Mew  Gull,  very  rare  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  region,  was  detected  three  times  in  Niagara 
County,  New  York  in  winter  2008-2009.  This  bird,  identified  as  the  bmchyrhynchus  sub- 
species, was  found  in  Olcott,  New  York  on  15  February  2009.  Photograph  by  David  A.  Gordon. 


Takanasee,  Monmouth,  NJ  13-21  Feb  (Bob  Do- 
delson);  and  one  at  Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  Sus- 
sex, DE  14-15  Feb  (Bruce  Peterjohn).  (One 
wonders  if  these  numbers  would  increase  if 
Eurasian  Teal  were  split  in  North  America.) 
Eurasian  Wigeon  reports  were  normal  at  15, 
with  8 on  Long  1.,  6 in  New  Jersey,  and  one  in 
Delaware.  Recent  winters  have  had  above-av- 
erage temperatures,  and  in  milder  winters, 
with  less  ice,  waterfowl  lend  to  be  less  con- 
centrated, so  that  “high  counts”  of  ducks  have 
tended  to  be  fairly  low  in  the  past  10  years  or 
so.  This  year,  Dec  and  Jan  were  colder,  and 
more  of  the  lakes  were  frozen,  concentrating 
the  ducks.  Some  impressive  numbers  report- 
ed from  New  York  include:  10,000  Canvas- 
backs  on  the  Niagara  R.  at  Grand  Isle,  Erie  23 
Jan  Oet  ry  Lazarczyk);  4000  Redheads  at  Cape 
Vincent,  Jefferson  30  Dec  (JB);  10,000  Greater 
Scaup  on  the  Niagara  R.  in  Buffalo  11  Jan 
(David  Suggs);  4000  Long-tailed  Ducks  at 
Braddock  Bay,  Monroe  11  Jan  (RS,  T.  Smith); 
and  6218  Common  Mergansers  at  Dunkirk 
Harbor  27  Jan  (Dave  Neveu).  The  only  re- 
ports of  Tufted  Ducks  in  the  entire  Region 
were  from  Port  Kent,  Essex,  NY,  which  has  be- 
come a hot  spot  for  this  species  in  recent 
years,  possibly  because  of  warmer  winters  re- 
sulting in  less  ice  on  L.  Champlain  and  the 
proliferation  of  Zebra  Mussels  that  encourage 
large  rafts  of  Lesser  Scaup  to  winter  there.  A 


first-year  male  was 
found  there  29  Dec 
Qane  & William  Perry), 
and  an  ad.  male  was 
found  there  12-15  Feb 
(Dana  Rohleder).  King 
Eider  reports  were  well 
above  average  off  the 
coast  and  on  the  Great 
Lakes,  with  a maximum 
count  of  6 on  the 
Barnegat  C.B.C.,  Ocean, 
NJ  4 Jan  followed  close- 
ly by  a count  of  5 seen 
on  the  Cape  May  C.B.C. 
14  Dec.  The  20  Barrows 
Goldeneyes  reported 
this  season  represent  a 
very  high  total,  with  12 
in  New  Yorks  northern- 
most corner,  6 on  Long 
L,  and  2 at  Sandy  Hook, 
NJ.  A Pacific  Loon  was 
at  Deal,  Monmouth,  NJ 
9-23  Feb  (SB,  LM). 

GREBES  THROUGH 
CRANES 

The  Great  Lakes  did 
not  freeze  over  com- 
pletely this  year,  but  the  numbers  of  Red- 
necked Grebes  reported  were  still  reason- 
ably high  along  the  coast.  Nine  Eared 
Grebes  were  reported  this  winter,  which  is  a 
high  number:  one  at  Barnegat,  Ocean,  NJ  4- 
18  Jan  Qon  Feenstra);  one  at  Round  Valley 
S.P.,  Hunterdon,  NJ  6 Jan-r  (Tom  Vouglas, 
Mike  Hiotis);  one  on  Cayuga  L.,  Yates,  NY 
10  Jan  (Matt  Medler,  Tim  Lenz,  Chris  Wiley, 
Shawn  Billerman);  one  in  Cape  May  Harbor, 
NJ  17-18  Jan  (Bob  Fogg);  one  at  Stone  Har- 
bor Pt.,  Cape  May,  NJ  18-22  Jan  (Richard 
Crossley)  ; one  at  Jones  Inlet,  Nassau,  NY  25 
Jan-1  Feb  (Ken  Feustel);  one  at  Montauk, 
Suffolk,  NY  31  Jan  (HM  et  al.);  one  in  Auro- 
ra, Cayuga,  NY  14-16  Feb  (Steve  & Susie 
Fast);  and  one  Keyport  Harbor,  Monmouth, 
NJ  28  Feb  (SB).  Western  Grebe  has  become 
annual  during  winter,  with  up  to  3 birds  be- 
ing reported  each  year  for  the  past  six  win- 
ters in  the  Region.  This  year.  Western 
Grebes  were  reported  from  Staten  L,  e.  Long 
L,  and  the  n.  New  Jersey  shore  from  20  Dec 
until  early  Feb;  the  reported  birds  were  close 
enough  in  distance  and  separated  enough  in 
time  that  the  total  number  of  birds  involved 
is  in  question.  The  first  sightings  were  at 
Princes  Bay,  Staten  L,  Richmond,  NY  20  Dec 
(SW,  Mike  Shanley,  Jarred  Sutton)  and  un- 
doubtedly the  same  bird  in  the  same  area  1- 
9 Jan  (SW  et  al.).  The  next  was  at  Ama- 


gansett,  Suffolk,  NY  9-10  Jan  Qom  Ake).  Fi- 
nally, one  was  found  at  Manasquan  Inlet, 
Monmouth,  NJ  23  Jan  (Alex  Tongas)  but 
moved  n.  to  Deal,  Monmouth,  NJ  25  Jan-5 
Feb.  Surprisingly,  after  several  years  of  high 
counts,  only  one  Brown  Pelican  was  report- 
ed after  1 Dec,  and  it  was  found  on  the  Re- 
hoboth  C.B.C. , Sussex,  DE  27  Dec.  Great 
Egret,  Snowy  Egret,  Little  Blue  Heron,  Tri- 
colored Heron,  and  Cattle  Egret  were  all 
found  on  C.B.C.s;  but  in  the  New  Year,  all 
departed  except  for  2 brave  Tricolored 
Herons  at  Nummy  L,  Cape  May,  NJ.  A small 
number  of  Ospreys  lingered  into  Dec  along 
the  coast  and  were  reported  on  five  Christ- 
mas counts  (3  in  New  York,  7 in  New  Jersey) 
14-28  Dec.  The  last  Broad-winged  Hawk  re- 
ported was  at  West  Creek,  Ocean,  NJ  8 Dec 
(SB,  LM).  Most  Golden  Eagles  migrate 
through  the  Region  in  Oct-Nov  and  into 
Dec,  but  usually  a few  winter;  northbound 
migration  in  late  winter  and  very  early 
spring  can  cloud  the  picture  of  wintering, 
and  there  is  evidence  that  some  individuals 
move  long  distances  even  in  midwinter. 
There  were  4 good  candidates  for  wintering 
Goldens  this  year:  one  at  Allegany  S.E,  Cat- 
taraugus, NY  28  Dec-4  Jan  Qeff  Reed),  at  a 
traditional  wintering  area;  one  at  Alexan- 
dria, Jejfjfersott,  NY  9 Jan  QB);  one  at  the  Up- 
per and  Lower  Lakes  W.M.A.,  St.  Lawrence, 
NY  7 Feb  (jB);  and  one  at  Pulaski,  Oswego, 
NY  15  Feb  (Kevin  McGann).  Four  Common 
Moorhens  lingered  past  mid-Dec  this  year:  2 
during  count  week  on  the  Lower  Hudson 
C.B.C.,  Bergen,  NJ  14  Dec;  one  on  the  Sandy 
Hook  C.B.C.,  Monmouth,  NJ  20  Dec;  and 
one  in  Kearny  Marsh  West,  Hudson,  NJ  2 Jan 
(Michael  Lester).  Along  Husted  Landing 
Rd.,  Cumberland,  NJ,  up  to  16  cranes  were 
noted  roosting  through  the  season,  presum- 
ably still  a mix  of  Sandhill  Cranes  and  Sand- 
hill Crane  x Common  Crane  hybrids,  as  in 
past  seasons.  Two  Sandhill  Cranes  wintered 
in  Colonial  Park,  Somerset,  NJ  4-27  Jan  Qoe 
Lupo). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  C.B.C.  number  of  American  Oyster- 
catchers  reported  this  season  was  average, 
with  563  birds  among  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
and  Delaware  counts,  most  of  these  on  two 
counts:  413  on  the  Cape  May,  NJ  C.B.C.  and 
149  on  the  Oceanville,  NJ  C.B.C.  The  same 
two  C.B.C.s  had  a combined  total  of  56  West- 
ern Willets,  again  about  average.  A very  late 
American  Avocet  was  a great  find  at  Beaver 
Island  S.R,  Niagara,  NY  6-14  Dec  (Debbie 
Sharon).  Six  hundred  eight  Red  Knots  were 
found  on  the  Region’s  Christmas  counts  this 
season — 603  on  the  Cape  May  C.B.C.  The  av- 
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New  Jersey's  seventh  Green-tailed  Towhee  was  seen  at  the  home  of  John  and  Peggy  McDevit  in  Collingswood,  Camden  Coun- 
ty on  1 (here  3)  January  2009  and  later.  Photograph  by  Christopher  Bohinski. 


erage  1999-2008  totals  for  this  Region’s 
C.B.C.s  was  308,  and  the  average  for  1989- 
1999  just  77.  Ten  Laughing  Gulls  were  found 
on  six  C.B.C.s,  with  5 found  on  the 
Quoque-Watermill  C.B.C.,  Suffolk,  NY  14 
Dec.  The  only  report  of  a Franklin’s  Gull  was 
one  found  on  the  Buffalo,  NY  C.B.C.  21  Dec 
(Lynne  Landon,  Terry  Yonker).  Little,  Black- 
headed, and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  appeared  in 
normal  numbers.  Up  to  14  Little  Gulls  were 
on  the  Niagara  R.  at  Lewiston,  Niagara,  NY 
28  Feb  (JP).  After  four  years  without  a winter 
report  of  a Mew  Gull  in  the  Region,  this 
year’s  total  of  3 is  remarkable.  One  ad.  was 
observed  on  the  Niagara  R.  from  the  Niagara 
Power  Project,  Niagara,  NY  6 Dec  Qk  WD). 
This  bird  was  believed  to  be  either  the  North 
American  subspecies  brachyhynchus  or  possi- 
bly the  e.  Asian  kamtschatschensis.  A Mew 
identified  as  brachyhynchus  was  found  by  Jim 
Pawlicki  on  L.  Ontario  at  Olcott,  Niagara,  NY 
15  Feb  OP)-  Orie  week  later,  on  22  Feb, 
Pawlicki  and  Dave  Wheeler  found  another 
different  Mew  Gull,  possibly  of  the  nominate 
subspecies.  There  are  just  hve  prior  Regional 
records  of  this  complex.  California  Gulls  are 
rare  in  our  Region,  though  the  Niagara  Falls 
area  has  produced  records  almost  annually 
since  the  early  1990s.  This  year’s  reports  in- 
cluded a second-cycle  bird  at  Niagara  Falls, 
Niagara,  NY  from  late  Nov  through  7 Dec 
(WD,  JI,  JP);  a third-cycle  at  Buck  Pond, 
Monroe,  NY  18  Dec  (David  Tetlow,  Greg 
Lawrence,  Kevin  Griffith);  a first-cycle  at 
Hamlin  Beach,  Monroe,  NY  1 Jan  (Christo- 
pher Wood);  an  ad.  Northville,  Suffolk,  NY  10 
Feb  (AL);  and  a second-cycle  at  Floyd  Ben- 
nett Field,  Kings,  NY  11  Feb  (Isaac  Grant).  A 
Slaty-backed  Gull  was  at  the  Cornell  Com- 
posting Facility  and  nearby  Stewart  Park  21- 
24  Dec  (Tim  Lenz).  This  bird  is  possibly  the 
same  one  that  stayed  a month  in  the  same 
area  last  winter.  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were 
reported  on  eight  C.B.C.s,  with  20  from  four 
Long  1.  counts,  one  from  one  L.  Ontario 
shore  count,  and  four  from  New  Jersey 
counts.  Two  Parasitic  Jaeger  reports  were  re- 
ceived: one  at  Manasquan  Inlet,  Monmouth, 
NJ  5 Dec  (Joe  Carragher)  and  one  at  Island 
Beach  S.P.  13  Dec  (Rick  Radis). 

Most  of  the  winter  pelagics  were  cancelled 
or  shortened  due  to  the  weather.  However, 
on  those  trips  that  did  get  out,  Dovekies 
were  found  in  good  numbers,  with  75  in 
New  Jersey  on  the  Hudson  Canyon  C.B.C.  2 
Jan  (PG  et  al.)  and  65  in  Delaware  on  the  7 
Feb  pelagic  trip  from  Lewes  (PG  et  al.).  A 
New  Jersey  record  total  of  10  Common  Mur- 
res  were  seen  on  the  weather-shortened  9 
Feb  pelagic  out  of  Belmar,  NJ  (PG  et  al.)  for 
the  only  report  of  this  species  in  the  Region 


this  season.  Thick-billed  Murres,  the  least  re- 
ported off-shore  alcid,  were  reported  five 
times  along  the  Long  I.  coast  and  once  from 
New  Jersey,  well  above  past  averages.  Most 
closely  followed  was  a bird  found  in  fresh 
water  on  Hempstead  L.,  Nassau,  NY  8-9  Jan 
(Sam  Jannazzo),  a bird  that  was  subsequent- 
ly found  dead  on  the  ice  on  10  Jan.  For  the 
2nd  year  in  a row,  the  number  of  Razorbills 
appears,  based  on  shore  and  pelagic  results, 
to  be  well  below  past  seasons’  tallies,  partic- 
ularly in  the  s.  area  waters  of  Delaware  and  s. 
New  Jersey.  Black  Guillemot  was  seen  at 
Montauk,  NY  25  Jan  (AL),  at  Sandy  Hook  14 
Dec  (Tom  Boyle),  and  possibly  the  same  one 
at  Shark  River  Inlet,  Monmouth.  NJ  15  Dec 
(Bob  Cunningham). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A pair  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  at  Sel- 
byville,  Sussex,  DE  since  1997  has  grown  to 
20,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  expanding 
from  the  small  town.  Only  one  was  reported 
outside  of  that  area,  a bird  on  McQuail  Rd., 
New  Castle,  DE  18  Dec-16  Feb  (Derek  Ston- 
er). The  only  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  seen 
outside  of  Delaware  was  at  Parma,  Monroe, 
NY  2 Jan-3  Feb  (Kurt  Fox,  David  Tetlow). 
Snowy  Owls  began  pouring  into  upper  New 
York  in  mid-Nov  and  onto  Long  1.  and  down 
to  Cape  May  by  mid-Jan,  becoming  a major 
focus  of  our  Region’s  birding  activity.  In  New 
York,  the  Southern  Nassau  C.B.C.  3 Jan  had  4 
Snowy  Owls.  As  exciting  as  these  were,  the 
most  sought-after  owls  this  year  in  our  Re- 
gion were  3 cooperative  Northern  Hawk 
Owls  in  n.  New  York,  the  hrst  reports  in  three 


years:  one  second-year  female  in  Peru,  Clin- 
ton, found  during  the  Elizabethtown  C.B.C. 
14  Dec  (John  Brown,  Judith  Heintz)  that 
stayed  until  23  Eeb;  one  in  Potsdam,  St. 
Lawrence  26  Dec-i-  (Mary  Beth  Warburton); 
and  one  in  Champlain,  Clinton  15  Peb+  (Don- 
na & Thomas  Gooley). 

Bohemian  Waxwings  were  present  this  year 
in  good  numbers  throughout  n.  New  York  but 
in  much  lower  numbers  than  last  winter. 
Only  a few  made  it  to  Long  1.,  and  the  south- 
ernmost bird  was  at  Sandy  Hook  2 Feb+  (Tom 
Boyle).  Ash-throated  Flycatchers,  which  ap- 
peared in  record  numbers  last  fall  and  early 
winter,  were  scarce  this  year,  with  only  three 
reports:  one  at  Cape  May  S.P.,  NJ  26  Nov-4 
Dec  (Chris  Hajduk);  one  at  Thompson  Park, 
Monmouth,  NJ  29  Nov-2  Dec  (Stuart  & 
Wendy  Malmid);  and  one  in  West  Cape  May 
22  Dec  (Christopher  Vogel). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  was  found  on  16 
& 22  Jan  in  Keene,  Essex,  NY  (John  Thax- 
ton).  Varied  Thrush,  a w.  species  that  took 
New  England  by  storm  this  winter,  was  re- 
ported once:  Doug  Kurz  noted  a male  at  his 
home  in  Sands  Point,  Nassau,  NY  30  Jan  after 
a snowstorm;  the  bird  reappeared  5 & 24  Mar 
and  was  photographed  on  the  latter  date. 
Eleven  species  of  warblers  were  found  this 
winter  during  the  C.B.C.s  in  the  Region.  This 
number  is  well  below  normal  and  consists 
mainly  of  those  species  that  are  basically  the 
core  of  half-hardies  that  seem  to  push  the  en- 
velope each  year.  However,  Yellow  Warbler, 
Prairie  Warbler,  and  Blackpoll  Warbler  were 
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represented  only  by  single  birds  found  on  two 
New  York  City  counts.  In  fact,  the  Brooklyn 
C.B.C.,  held  20  Dec,  had  an  amazing  six  war- 
bler species:  3 Orange-crowned,  one  Yellow, 
348  Yellow-rumped,  2 Palm,  one  Blackpoll, 
and  one  Yellow-breasted  Chat.  The  Queens 
C.B.C.,  also  held  on  20  Dec,  had  five  war- 
blers, including  a count-week  Prairie  Warbler 
and  a Nashville  Warbler. 

A Western  Tanager  visited  a private  feed- 
er on  Fisher’s  1.,  Suffolk,  NY  late  Dec+  (fide 
New  York  City  R.B.A.).  On  New  Year’s  Day,  a 
Green-tailed  Towliee  was  found  at  the  home 
of  John  and  Peggy  McDevit  in  Collingswood, 
Camden,  NJ;  it  remained  until  20  Feb.  Be- 
cause of  their  willingness  to  share  the  bird,  it 
was  seen  and  enjoyed  by  numerous  area 
birders.  Two  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  re- 
ported: one  was  found  at  Prime  Hook  N.W.R. 
on  the  Cape  Henlopen  C.B.C.  in  Sussex,  DE 
28  Dec  (ES)  and  remained  through  Feb;  the 
other  was  on  the  Bombay  Hook  C.B.C.  in 
Kent,  DE  4 Jan  (Andy  Ednie).  A Lark  Spar- 
row was  an  exceptional  find  in  Sparta,  NJ  14 
Dec  during  the  Sussex  C.B.C.,  as  was  one 
found  at  Sandy  Hook  5 Jan  (Bob  Dodelson). 
Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  found  on  seven 
C.B.C.s,  the  highest  number  in  at  least  the 
past  20  years:  2 in  New  Jersey,  3 in  New 
York,  and  2 in  Delaware.  The  last  reported 
sighting  of  this  species  was  one  in  Salem,  NJ 
18  Jan  (SB,  LM,  Dave  & Donna  Juettner). 
Two  female-type  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
were  found  at  Seneca  L.,  Yates,  NY  1-2  Feb 
(Leona  Lauster).  Four  Yellow-headed  Black- 
birds were  reported:  one  on  the  Milford 
C.B.C.,  Kent,  DE  4 Jan  (ES);  one  at  a feeder 
at  Honeoye  Falls,  Monroe,  NY  20-28  Jan 
(Brad  Carlson);  one  in  Salem,  NJ  18  Jan  (SB, 
LM,  Dave  & Donna  Juettner);  and  one  at 
Mannington  Marsh,  Salem,  NJ  14  Feb  (San- 
dra Keller).  About  a dozen  Baltimore  Orioles 
were  reported,  with  the  majority  in  New  Jer- 
sey (6  were  tallied  on  the  Cape  May  C.B.C. 
14  Dec),  but  the  numbers  were  far  below 
normal,  and  with  a cold  Dec,  none  were  seen 
in  Jan  except  for  an  ad.  male  at  a feeder  in 
Milton,  Kent,  DE  21  Jan  (Bill  Fintel).  An  ad. 
male  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  found  coming  to  a 
feeder  in  Colpake,  Columbia,  NY  12-23  Jan 
(Rich  Guthrie). 

In  addition  to  reports  of  Snotvy  Owls,  the 
massive  irruptions  of  both  White-winged 
Crossbills  and  Pine  Siskin  were  major  topics 
of  interest  on  all  of  the  area’s  hotlines  and 
birding  websites.  Pine  Siskins  flooded  n.  New 
York  in  Nov,  with  large  flocks  of  100  or  more 
being  common.  During  the  Saranac  Lake 
C.B.C.  in  Franklin,  NY  3 Jan,  a record  2021 
Pine  Siskins  were  counted.  By  mid-Dec,  the 
flocks  had  made  it  through  New  York,  down 


the  length  of  New  Jersey,  and  into  lower 
Delaware.  The  numbers  of  Pine  Siskins 
stayed  very  high,  particularly  near  thistle 
feeders  over  the  entire  Region,  even  in  the  s. 
areas,  well  into  Apr.  In  the  n.  portions  of  New 
York,  where  Pine  Siskin  numbers  were  par- 
ticularly large,  there  was  considerable  inter- 
est in  the  presence  of  the  scarce  “green 
morphs.”  A total  of  646  Pine  Siskins  were 
banded  in  the  Adirondack-Champlain  re- 
gion, 337  in  Elizabethtown,  Essex,  NY  19 
Jan-25  Feb  (JMCP)  and  309  in  Inlet,  Hamil- 
ton, NY  30  Jan-28  Feb.  (GL);  of  these,  16 
were  green  morphs.  The  irruption  of  White- 
winged Crossbills  started  in  earnest  in  mid- 
Dec  and  ended  in  this  Region  when  flocks 
were  reported  in  Dover,  Kent,  DE  3 Feb  (fide 
Chris  Bennett).  Flocks  in  the  s.  part  of  the 
Region  consisted  of  10-25  birds  feeding  at  es- 
tates and  historical  sites  where  mature 
spruce,  hemlock,  and  ornamental  evergreens 
were  present  in  good  numbers.  The  high 
count  was  400  at  Cape  Vincent,  Jefferson,  NY 
12  Dec  (fide  JB).  Only  a few  small  flocks 
made  it  out  Long  I.,  NY,  where  they  were 
conspicuous  on  the  barrier  beaches  from 
mid-Jan  through  mid-Feb.  Pine  Grosbeaks 
made  a strong  showing  in  the  far  n.  counties 
of  New  York,  particularly  in  the  Adiron- 
dack-Champlain region,  with  a max.  flock  of 
44  on  Mt.  Van  Hoevenberg,  Essex,  NY  4 Jan 
(Megan  Murphy,  Eric  Teed).  Outside  that 
area,  only  one  other  bird  was  reported,  at 
Golden  Hill  S.E,  Niagara,  NY  17  Jan  (Richard 
Salembier).  Purple  Finch  numbers  were  uni- 
formly low  over  the  entire  Region,  though  a 
flock  of  12  at  the  Ashland  Nature  Center, 
New  Castle,  DE  18  Jan-t  (Joe  Sebastiani)  was 
notable.  Red  Crossbills  were  virtually  absent 
except  in  the  far  n.  New  York  counties,  where 
the  numbers  were  generally  low.  New  Jersey 
had  a few  reports  of  singles  in  Dec,  but  these 
birds  were  only  reported  for  a few  days,  and 
Delaware  had  no  reports. 

Common  Redpolls  were  widespread  and 
mostly  limited  to  the  w.  and  n.  portions  of 
New  York,  though  a few  made  it  into  New 
Jersey  down  to  Cape  May.  Three  Greater 
Common  Redpolls  (subspecies  rostrata,  from 
Greenland)  were  banded:  one  at  Jenny  L., 
Saratoga,  NY  23  Feb  (Bob  Yimick)  and  sin- 
gles at  Inlet,  Hamilton,  NY  24  & 28  Feb  (GL). 
At  least  8 Hoary  Redpolls  were  reported  with 
the  Commons:  2 at  Fort  Drum,  Jefferson,  NY 
22-27  Jan  Qb);  singles  banded  at  Inlet, 
Hamilton,  NY  30  Jan  and  26  Feb  (GL);  one  at 
Wilson,  Niagara,  NY  16  Feb  (WD,  BP);  2 at 
Hamlin  Beach  S.P.,  Monroe,  NY  10  Feb+ 
(Dave  Tetlow,  Richard  Crossley);  and  one  at 
Long  L.,  Hamilton,  NY  20  Feb  (William 
Labes).  On  the  Saranac  Lake  C.B.C.  in 


Franklin,  NY,  128  Evening  Grosbeaks  made  a 
good  count  3 Jan;  the  area  had  up  to  30  at 
some  feeders  as  well. 

Contributors  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park,  New  York 
City),  Scott  Barnes  (North  Coast  Region,  NJ: 
scott.barnes@njaudubon.org;  Sandy  Hook 
Bird  Observatory,  EO.  Box  553,  Ft.  Hancock. 
NJ  07732),  Patrick  Belardo  (Piedmont  Re- 
gion, NJ:  pbelardo@yahoo.com;  395  Keswick 
Drive,  Piscataway  NJ  08854,  Michael  Bochnik 
(Lower  Hudson  Valley:  BochnikM@cs.com;  86 
Empire  St.,  Yonkers,  NY  10704),  Jeffrey  S. 
Bolsinger  (St.  Lawrence,  NY:  cadybols® 
gisco.net;  98  State  Street,  Canton,  NY  13617), 
Thomas  W.  Burke  (New  York  Rare  Bird  Alert), 
Mark  Chao  (Finger  Lakes,  NY:  markchao 
@imt.org;  124  Simsbury  Drive,  Ithaca,  NY 
14850),  Willie  D’Anna,  Paul  Driver  (sw.  NJ: 
pjddeye@aol.com;  915  Melrose  Ave.,  Elkins 
Park,  PA  19027),  Vince  Elia,  (s,  coastal  NJ: 
veej2@verizon.net;  CMBO  R&E  Center,  600 
Rt.  47  North,  Cape  May  Courthouse,  NJ 
08120),  Valerie  Freer  (Sullivan  Co.  Bird 
Notes)  Paul  Guris,  Jean  Iron,  Laurie  Larson 
(New  Jersey  Birds  listserv),  A.  J.  Lauro,  Gary 
Lee,  Pat  J.  Lindsay  (Long  Island,  NY:  28  Mys- 
tic Circle,  Bay  Shore,  NY  11706),  Linda  Mack, 
Hugh  McGuinness  (Eastern  Long  Island,  NY: 
12  Round  Pond  Ln.,  Sag  Harbor,  NY  11963), 
S.  S.  Mitra  (Long  Island,  NY:  mitra@mail.csi. 
cuny.edu;  Biology  Departmant,  College  of  Stat- 
en Island,  2800  Victory  Boulevard,  Staten  Is- 
land, NY  10314),  Mike  Morgante  (Niagara 
Frontier  Region,  NY:  morgm@adelphia.net;  59 
Briar  Hill  Rd.,  Orchard  Park,  NY  14127),  Jim 
Pawlicki,  John  M.C.  Peterson  (Adirondack- 
Champlain  Region,  NY:  jmcp7@juno.com; 
477  County  Rte  8,  Elizabethtown,  NY  12932), 
Jack  D.  Pulsifer,  QDP),  Bill  Purcell  (Oneida 
Lake  Basin,  NY:  wpurcell@twcny.rr.com;  281 
Baum  Road,  Hastings,  NY  13076),  Ralph  T. 
Waterman  Bird  Club,  Rick  Radis  (Northwest- 
ern Region,  NJ:  isotria@verizon.net;  69  Ogden 
Ave.,  Rockaway,  NJ  07866),  Ed  Sigda,  Robert 
Spahn  (Genesee  Region,  NY),  Seth  Wollner, 
David  Wheeler,  Will  Yandik  (Hudson-Mo- 
hawk  Region,  NY:  wyandik@hotniail.com;  269 
Schneider  Rd.,  Hudson,  NY  12534),  Matthew 
A.  Young  (Susquehanna,  NY:  2910  Crumb  Hill 
Rd.,  Georgetown,  NY  13072),  Robert  P. 
Yunick.  ^ 
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Robert  0=  Paiton,  460  Riverside  Drive,  Apt.72 
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Staten  Island,  New  York  10314,  (veitrr2003@yahoo.com) 
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Temperatures  were  near  normal  overall 
this  winter,  though  there  was  signih- 
cant  variation  from  month  to  month 
and  across  the  Region.  December  was  warmer 
than  average  everywhere  and  warmest  in  cen- 
tral Virginia;  January  temperatures,  however, 
were  uniformly  below  normal.  February  was 
warmer  than  average  except  in  southwestern 
Virginia,  where  temperatures  hovered  at  sea- 
sonal norms.  Averaged  across  the  Region  and 
season,  precipitation  was  below  normal  in 
Virginia  but  near  normal  in  Maryland  and 
Washington,  D.C.  As  with  temperature,  how- 
ever, the  monthly  and  intra-regional  precipi- 
tation variation  was  significant.  December 
precipitation  was  above  or  near  normal  ex- 
cept along  the  central  Virginia  Blue  Ridge, 
which  was  drier.  January  precipitation  contin- 
ued above  normal  in  southwestern  Virginia 
but  was  limited  everywhere  else,  particularly 
in  the  eastern  areas.  February  was  very  dry, 
and  much  of  the  Eastern  Shore  and  the  west- 
ern Bay  experienced  record  dryness.  Ob- 
servers discovered  a nice  mix  of  rarities,  in- 
cluding Tufted  Duck,  Barrow’s  Goldeneye, 
Long-billed  Curlew,  White-winged  Dove, 
Allen’s  Hummingbird,  Townsend’s  Solitaire, 
Western  Tanager,  Clay-colored  Sparrow,  and 
White-winged  Crossbill. 

In  addition  to  this  report’s  many  individual 
contributors,  we  thank  Todd  Day,  Adam 
D’Onofrio,  YuLee  Lamer,  Roger  and  Linda 
Mayhorn,  Robert  F Ringlet,  and  Bill  Williams 
for  their  assistance  in  compiling  and  inter- 
preting the  season’s  records. 

Abbreviations:  Assat.  (Assateague  I.,  Worces- 
ter, MD);  Back  Bay  (Back  Bay  N.W.R.,  Virginia 
Beach,  VA);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay);  C.B.B.T. 
(Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  linking 
Northampton  and  Virginia  Beach,  VA);  Chine. 
(Chincoteague  N.W.R.,  Accomack,  VA);  D.C. 
(District  of  Columbia);  False  Cape  (False 
Cape  S.P.,  Virginia  Beach,  VA). 


WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A species  that  is  a rare  transient  and 
winter  visitor,  12  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  were  reported  from 
seven  locations  in  Maryland  and 
two  in  Virginia.  The  2 Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  reported  in 
the  fall  at  Pickering  Cr.,  Talbot,  MD 
continued  through  20  Dec  (m.ob.), 
and  3 were  near  Bluemont, 
Loudoun,  VA  19  Jan  (fide  JC).  A 
flock  of  5000  Snow  Geese  near  Oys- 
ter, Northampton,  VA  18  Jan  included  3 fe- 
males banded  in  2007  at  Bylot  I.,  Nunavut 
(RB).  Ross’s  Geese  were  reported  13  Dec-22 
Feb,  with  at  least  18  birds  between  four  loca- 
tions in  Maryland  and  10  in  Virginia.  Two 
Ross’s  Geese  were  reported  from  the 
Hopewell  C.B.C.,  VA  14  Dec  (fide  AB)  and  at 
Hungars  Church  on  the  Nassawadox  C.B.C., 
Northampton  21  Dec  (FSB).  The  2 Ross’s 
Geese  each  at  L.  Artemesia,  Prince  George’s  9 
Feb  (CM  et  al.)  and  Lilypons,  Frederick  17 
Feb  (BG)  marked  the  7th  and  8th  Western 
Shore  records  for  Maryland.  A Black  Brant  at 
Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worcester  26-28  Dec  (HW 
et  al.)  provided  only  the  2nd  Maryland 
record;  Virginia  still  lacks  a confirmed  mod- 
ern record  of  this  distinctive  w.  subspecies. 
Wintering  Cackling  Geese  were  widely  re- 
ported, including  10  reports  of  4 or  more 
birds  14  Dec-24  Jan.  Twelve  Cackling  Geese 
were  among  550  Canada  Geese  at  Fish- 
ersville,  Augusta,  VA  3 Jan,  and  16  individu- 
als were  at  multiple  Augusta  sites  24  Jan 
(AL). 

A Mute  Swan  at  Big  Pool,  Wcjs/iington,  MD 
14-21  Feb  (HH)  provided  a rare  Ridge  and 
Valley  record.  The  wing-tagged  Trumpeter 
Swan  #960  at  Oxbow  L.,  Anne  Antndel,  MD 
was  last  seen  17  Feb  (MS  et  al.);  Trumpeter 
Swan  #962  lost  its  wing  tag  but  remained  at 
Schoolhouse  Pond,  Prince  Georges  (m.ob.). 
Four  Trumpeter  Swans  visited  Fairlee  Cr., 
Kent,  MD  through  Dec  (fide  GJ,  WE),  likely 
the  same  birds  present  last  winter.  Four 
Trumpeter  Swans  were  also  at  Riley’s  Lock, 
Montgomery,  MD  22  Feb+  (DCz  et  al.);  and  2 
juvs.  were  at  Lakeside  Ponds,  Harford,  MD  8 


Feb+  (DL  et  al.).  A Trumpeter  Swan  at  Fish 
Hatchery  Rd.,  Kent  24  Dec  (WE,  NM)  dis- 
played a yellow  wing  tag  from  Ontario.  The 
Tundra  Swan  population  at  Back  Bay  peaked 
6 Jan  at  2250  birds  QG).  Rare  winter  visitors 
to  the  Virginia  Piedmont,  a lone  Tundra  Swan 
at  Quillen’s  Pond,  Augusta  1 Dec  (AL)  and  an- 
other at  Waynesboro,  VA  Dec-15  Feb  (BTe) 
were  notable. 

A dozen  Eurasian  Wigeon  were  reported 
across  the  Region,  the  most  notable  being  the 
3 drakes  on  the  Cape  Charles  C.B.C., 
Northampton  30  Dec  that  set  a new  count 
high  (HTA,  BA  et  al.)  and  the  drake  that  vis- 
ited Ridgeway  Park,  Hampton,  VA  6 Dec+ 
(BC  et  al.)  for  the  9th  consecutive  winter. 
The  2 Blue-winged  Teal  at  Hughes  Hollow, 
Montgomery  27  Dec  (PW)  and  the  single  at 
Tuckahoe  S.P,  Caroline,  MD  15  Feb  (BH  et 
al.)  were  surprising,  as  these  are  not  regular 
wintering  areas  for  this  species.  A drake 
Eurasian  Teal  at  Berlin,  Worcester  3 Jan  (DB) 
was  a nice  find;  another  was  shot  by  a hunter 
near  Locustville,  Accomack,  VA  17  Jan  (GR, 
fide  HTA).  The  105  Canvasbacks  at  Claytor 
L.,  Pulaski,  VA  1 Feb  (MP  et  al.)  set  a new 
Mountains  & Valleys  peak  count.  The  1870 
Redheads  at  Hoopers  L,  Dorchester,  MD  20 
Feb  (HTA,  JB)  was  a high  count  by  the  stan- 
dards of  recent  years,  though  the  ne.  reaches 
of  the  Bay  are  a minor  stronghold,  from  the 
Saxis,  VA  area  northward.  A well-document- 
ed drake  Tufted  Duck,  providing  Maryland’s 
4th  record,  visited  Cambridge,  Dorchester  26 
Dec-7  Feb  (H&AH  et  al.,  ph.).  Up  to  4 King 
Eiders  and  3 Common  Eiders  were  at  the 
C.B.B.T.  from  mid-Dec-i-  (m.ob.).  Two  King 
Eiders  and  2 Common  Eiders  visited  Ocean 
City  Inlet,  Worcester  through  the  season;  they 
were  joined  by  another  King  22  Feb+ 
(m.ob.).  The  only  Harlequin  Ducks  were  a 
single  at  Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worcester  1 
Dec-25  Jan  (m.ob.)  and  an  ad.  male  at  the 
C.B.B.T  26  Dec  (ESB,  RLAk,  RLAn).  Two  Surf 
Scoters  in  the  Potomac  R.,  Morrtgorrrcry  8 Feb 
(JC,  AR)  were  unusual.  Surf  Scoters  away 
from  the  Bay  mouth  were  at  Violette’s  Lock, 
Montgomery  17  Feb+  (DCz  et  al.)  and  on  the 
James  R.  in  Yor  k,  VA  23  Jan  (BW).  Rare  away 
from  the  lower  Bay  and  Atlantic,  a White- 


C A A 15th  annual  holiday  bird  count  was  conducted  26  Dec  from  the  n.  C.B.B.T.  islands  (RlAk,  RlAn,  ESB).  The  count's 
J/imost  interesting  result  was  the  low  Black  Scoter  count,  just  21  birds,  fewer  than  White-winged  Scoter  (32 
birds).  Gulls  were  also  recorded  in  very  low  numbers.  No  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  seen,  a species  missed  only  once  be- 
fore. Bird  species  once  rather  numerous  in  the  mouth  of  the  Bay  in  late  Dec — particularly  Greater  Scaup,  Common  Golden- 
eye, Red-breasted  Merganser,  Horned  Grebe — are  now  rarely  recorded  in  any  numbers  at  this  time  of  year  or  are  absent  al- 
together. No  species  recorded  at  the  C.B.B.T.  regularly  in  winter  has  increased,  though  species  such  as  Purple  Sandpiper,  Har- 
lequin Duck,  and  eiders  were  not  recorded  regularly  prior  to  the  bridge-tunnel  construction,  and  large  flights  of  Red-throat- 
ed Loon  are  observed  more  often  at  this  time  of  year  than  in  the  past. 
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In  Ferrum,  Virginia,  at  the  home  of  Herman  and  Nannie  Lou  Kessler,  this  Dark-eyed  Junto  x \A/hite-throated  Sparrow  hybrid 
visited  a feeder  intermittently  25  (here  26)  December  2008  through  12  April  2009.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Grimes. 


winged  Scoter  was  a remarkable  find  on  the 
C.B.C.  in  Tazewell.  VA  3 Jan  (SC);  another 
was  at  Hains  Pt.,  D.C.  20  Dec  and  8-14  Feb 
(SF  GA  et  al).  COther  inland  White-winged 
Scoter  records  included  a female  on  the 
James  R.  at  Ragged  Island  W.M.A.,  Isle  of 
Wight,  VA  27  Dec  (N&AF),  an  imm.  male 
discovered  on  the  James  R.  2 Feb  (AB)  that 
was  joined  by  an  imm.  female  14  Feb  (LB), 
and  2 at  Lapidum,  Hatford  16-24  Feb  (WK). 
As  last  winter,  Black  Scoters  were  scarce,  with 
a peak  count  of  just  132  birds  from  the 
Chine.  C.B.C.  29  Dec. 

The  season's  eight  inland  Long-tailed  Duck 
reports  were  one-day  wonders  14  Dec- 12 
Feb,  aside  from  one  at  L.  Placid,  Montgomery, 
MD  14  Dec-10  Jan  (m.ob.)  and  a bird  last 
seen  at  Burke  Lake  Park,  Faiifax,  VA  10  Jan 
(BK)  after  a visit  of  “a  few  weeks.”  A female 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  at  Cambridge,  Dorch- 
ester 1 Jan-6  Feb  (ML,  JLS  et  al,  ph.)  was 
only  Maryland’s  3rd  record.  The  state’s  4th 
record  cjuickly  followed,  a drake  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  at  Jefferson  Patterson  Park, 
Calvert,  MD  7 Feb-1  Mar  (TB,  JK  et  al.,  ph.). 
The  species  is  essentially  unconfirmed  in  Vir- 
ginia, though  there  are  a few  sight  records 
and  second-hand  reports  of  physical  evidence 
from  hunters. 

Single  Red-throated  Loons  at  Brighton 
Dam,  Howard/Montgomeiy,  MD  7 Dec  OHa) 
and  at  Little  Seneca  L.,  Montgomeiy  11  Dec 
(DCz)  were  notable  for  Dec.  For  the  6th  year 
in  a row  a Pacific  Loon  resided  at  Kerr  Res., 
Mechlenhetg,  VA  20  Dec-26  Jan  (AD,  TT  et 
al);  perhaps  a Yellow-billed  will  make  an  ap- 


pearance next  year?  A Pacihe  Loon  at  Virginia 
Beach,  VA  29  Dec  was  the  4th  for  the  Back 
Bay  C.B.C.  since  1995  (fide  BW).  The  52 
Horned  Grebes  at  four  ponds  in  Augusta  1 
Dec  (AL)  furnished  a new  winter  peak  count. 
Three  Eared  Grebes,  a rather  low  local  count, 
were  at  S.  Holston  L.,  Washington,  VA  28  Dec 
(RK);  the  wintering  hock  there  has  dwindled 
sharply  in  recent  winters.  Single  Eared  Grebes 
were  at  32nd  St.  in  Ocean  City,  Worcester 
through  the  season  (m.ob.)  and  at  Ocean  City 
Inlet,  Worcester  1 & 10  Jan  and  22  Feb  (NMa, 
JCo,  VB).  Always  a great  rarity  in  the  Region, 
an  Aechmophonis  grebe  was  at  Pt.  Lookout,  St. 
Maiy’s,  MD  27  Dec  (R&MO).  More  surprising 
was  a Western  Grebe  at  Claytor  Lake  S.P.,  Pu- 
laski 24-26  Jan  QW,  PO). 

Thirty-one  American  White  Pelicans  were 
at  Blackwater  N.W.R.,  Dorchester  through  the 
winter,  the  4th  consecutive  year  that  a large 
group  wintered  there.  Seven  American  White 
Pelicans  soared  with  Turkey  Vultures  above 
Townsend,  Northampton  10  Jan  (NF  et  al).  A 
lone  Great  Cormorant  at  Back  R.,  Baltimore, 
MD  24  Jan  (KGr,  JD)  was  the  only  report  for 
this  species  outside  its  usual  coastal  haunts. 
An  American  Bittern  on  the  New  R.,  Carroll, 
VA  5 Jan  (RP)  was  unexpected,  as  the  species 
is  rare  away  from  the  coast  in  winter;  2 in  the 
marshes  at  Hog  L,  Sun7,  VA  11  Jan  (AM) 
were  more  expected.  Great  Blue  Herons  re- 
turned in  late  Jan  or  early  Feb  to  a recently 
discovered  rookery  on  the  James  R.  in  down- 
town Richmond,  VA.  Great  Blue  Herons  were 
on  eggs  19  Feb,  extending  the  previous  23 
Feb  record  for  the  earliest  incubation  in  Vir- 


ginia (fide  AD).  Up  to  5 Great  Egrets  visited 
Stuart’s  Pond,  Russell,  VA  between  Thanksgiv- 
ing and  mid-Dec  (ph.  JTh,  EM,  T&LH).  A late 
Green  Heron  was  at  Herring  Cr.,  Worcester, 
MD  28  Dec  (B&GH). 

Wintering  Osprey  peaked  with  8 birds  on 
the  Nansemond  River  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (RLAk). 
The  55  Bald  Eagles  on  the  Cape  Charles 
C.B.C.  exceeded  the  previous  high  count  of 
35  birds.  Equally  impressive  were  the  29  ad. 
and  38  imm.  Bald  Eagles  at  Pohick  Bay  Re- 
gional Park,  Faiifax  1 Feb  (FA).  A recent  cen- 
sus noted  53  Bald  Eagle  breeding  pairs  on  the 
Virginia  Eastern  Shore  (fide  MB).  An  ad.  Bald 
Eagle  on  a nest  in  a tall  pine  at  S.  Holston  L., 
Washington  28  Feb  (RR)  was  the  hrst  nesting 
record  in  recent  years  in  extreme  sw.  Virginia 
(fide  RM).  Rough-legged  Hawks  outside  the 
Region’s  reliable  haunts  included  single  birds 
at  Tanyard,  Caroline  17-21  Dec  OGre,  ZB);  at 
the  Dismal  Swamp  19  Dec  (fide  BW);  near 
Perryville,  Cecil,  MD  28  Dec  (SH,  R&MO); 
near  Bowie,  Prince  George’s  10  Jan  (TBe);  and 
at  Stuart’s  Draft,  Augusta  28  Feb  (AL).  The  11 
Golden  Eagles  at  Burke’s  Garden,  Tazewell  14 
Feb  (RM  et  al.)  made  an  encouraging  tally. 
Two  Merlins  at  Carvin’s  Cove  Res.,  Botetourt, 
VA  1 Dec  (MP)  were  unusual,  as  were  singles 
at  Blandy  Experimental  Farm,  Clarke,  VA  7-8 
Feb  (R&AS)  and  near  Winchester,  Frederick, 
VA  8 Feb  O&BJL). 

RAILS  THROUGH  SKIMMERS 

Three  Virginia  Rails  at  Town  Cr.,  Allegany,  MD 
24  Jan  were  unusual  in  wintering  away  from 
coastal  plain  marshes.  Solo  Soras  were  at  Jug 
Bay,  Anne  Anmdel  14  Dec  and  Maddox  Island 
Rd.,  Somerset,  MD  27  Dec-3  Jan  (RG,  MW). 
Common  Moorhens  were  at  Cape  Charles, 
Northampton  1-17  Dec  (ESB),  Beaverdam 
Park,  Gloucester,  VA  28  Dec+  (HWi),  and  Tan- 
yard, Caroline  3 Jan  QB  et  al).  Three  Sandhill 
Cranes  flew  north-northwestward  over  Slater- 
ville.  New  Kent,  VA  25  Dec  (ESB),  not  far  from 
where  one  wintered  several  years  ago.  Single 
American  Avocets  were  at  Chine.  19  Dec 
(HTA,  JS)  and  7 Feb  (GH  et  al.)  and  at  Willis 
Wharf,  Northampton  3 Jan  (SB).  The  666  Wil- 
lets  on  the  Cape  Charles  C.B.C.  (HTA  et  al.) 
nearly  doubled  the  previous  state  high  count 
of  319  birds  from  30  Dec  2000.  A lingering 
Spotted  Sandpiper  in  alternate  plumage  was 
surprising  at  Kerr  Res.,  Mecklenberg  20  Dec 
(AD,  TT);  single  Spotted  Sandpipers  were  also 
at  the  Nassawadox  C.B.C.  21  Dec  (HTA  et  al.) 
and  Craney  L,  Portsmouth,  VA  14  Feb  (NF  et 
al.).  One  of  the  season’s  most  astonishing 
flnds,  a juv.  Long-billed  Curlew  visited  a 
Buchanan,  VA  farm  21  Dec-17  Jan  (DR;  ph. 
RM  et  al;  vt.  ETa).  All  previous  Virginia 
records  of  this  species  are  from  the  Coastal 
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Plain.  A Western  Sandpiper  at  Jug  Bay,  Anne 
Amndel  12  Dec  (ML)  was  a nice  find;  the 
species  is  rare  away  from  coastal  Worcester  in 
winter.  Five  Westerns  added  a new  species  to 
the  Walkerton  C.B.C.,  King  William,  VA  4 Jan 
(BP).  An  impressive  44  Least  Sandpipers  were 
at  Poplar  1.,  Talbot  4 Dec  QR)-  Fifty-five  Amer- 
ican Woodcocks  were  noted  during  a 25- 
minute  commute  between  Franktown  and 
Cape  Charles,  Northampton  3 Dec  (ESB). 

An  apparent  Laughing  Gull  x Ring-billed 
Gull  hybrid  was  at  Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worces- 
ter 1 Feb  (R&MO).  In  the  Bay  mouth,  single 
Little  Gulls  were  among  Bonaparte’s  at  the 
C.B.B.T.  26  Dec  (RLAk,  RLAn,  ESB),  at  Sun- 
set Beach,  Northampton  30  Dec  (KG),  and  at 
Fort  Story,  Virginia  Beach  31  Dec  (DLH  et 
al);  one  was  at  Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worcester 
19  Jan  (CB).  An  ad.  Black-headed  Gull  was 
at  the  Denton  S.T.P,  Caroline  14  Dec  OLS), 
where  this  rarity  has  been  seen  with  surpris- 
ing regularity.  The  6000  Ring-billed  Gulls  at 
Claytor  L.,  Pulaski  1 Feb  established  a new 
Virginia  Mountains  & Valleys  peak  count 
(MP  et  al).  A wing-tagged  Ring-billed  Gull 
at  the  C.B.B.T.  3 Jan  (RB)  had  been  marked 
near  Chicago  in  spring  2007  (TS,  fide  RB).  A 
possible  ad.  Vega  Gull  (still  considered  con- 
specific  with  Herring  Gull  by  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union)  at  the  Salisbury 
Landfill,  Wicomico,  MD  2 Jan  was  an  inter- 
esting find  (ph.  TJ)  and  potentially  one  of 
very  few  away  from  the  Pacific  states.  Five 
first-cycle  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  noted 
Dec-mid-Feb.  Two-dozen  Iceland  Gulls, 
mostly  single  first-cycle  birds,  were  discov- 
ered on  the  Coastal  Plain  and  adjacent  to  the 
Bay;  3 at  Hopewell  City  Marina,  VA  10  Jan 
(ph.  AB,  ABr)  were  the  most  notable.  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  numbered  386  at  Back 
Bay/False  Cape  13  Feb  (RLAk,  GM,  SD,  fide 
JG),  a record  that  was  soon  surpassed  by  the 
505  birds  recorded  at  the  same  locations  25 
Feb  (DLH);  very  high  counts  continued  well 
into  summer  here.  It  was  a very  good  winter 
for  Glaucous  Gull:  17  birds  were  reported 
from  14  locations  6 Dec-18  Feb.  The  most 
widely  observed  Glaucous  Gull  loafed  on  a 
boat  in  Oyster  Harbor,  Northampton  26  Dec 
into  Jul  (ph.  KK,  WEa,  ESB  et  al).  Two  were 
at  Upper  Marlboro,  Prince  George’s  19  Jan-18 
Feb  (ML  et  al);  and  2 more  were  seen  on  a 7 
Feb  pelagic  out  of  Worcester  (PG  et  al),  as 
was  a probable  ad.  Glaucous  Gull  x Herring 
Gull  (ph.  PG  et  al).  Six  Forster’s  Terns  at  Se- 
ward’s, Dorchester  14  Feb  (HTA)  were  far  up 
the  Bay  for  mid-Feb,  as  was  a single  at  East- 
ern Neck  N.W.R.,  Kent  the  same  day  (WE, 
NM). 

The  142  Dovekies  recorded  7 Feb  on  a 
Worcester  pelagic  (PG  et  al.)  pleased  birders. 


as  did  singles  at  Ocean  City  Inlet  28  Dec  (DG, 
JJ)  and  Assat.  17  Jan  QB  et  al.)  and  2 at  North 
Ocean  City,  Worcester  14  Feb  (CS).  Up  to  6 
Razorbills  were  at  Ocean  City  Inlet  28  Dec-15 
Feb  (m.ob.);  one  beached  itself  at  Assat.  2 Jan 
(MBu,  JLS);  and  another  was  on  the  ocean  at 
Assat.  21  Feb  QLS,  Ed  Boyd).  Two  Razorbills 
were  off  False  Cape  29  Dec,  only  the  3rd 
record  for  the  Back  Bay  C.B.C.  and  the  first 
since  1996  (fide  PS). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A record  (by  one!)  28  Eurasian  Collared- 
Doves  were  at  Sandbridge,  Virginia  Beach  29 
Dec  (fide  BW).  A White-winged  Dove  was  an 
excellent  find  at  a feeder  in  Lanexa,  James 
City,  VA  late  Feb-18  Mar  (CSt,  BF,  ph.  FB, 
ph.  BW).  Of  the  8 reported  Snowy  Owls,  the 
most  southerly  visited  fields  near  Ruck- 
ersville,  Greene,  VA  2-10  Dec  (ph.  GL, 
m.ob.).  An  emaciated,  dehydrated  Snowy 
Owl  was  found  in  Greene  20  Dec.  The  bird 
was  transported  to  the  Virginia  Wildlife  Cen- 
ter but  did  not  survive  (fide  BTe).  Only  2 
Long-eared  Owls  were  discovered  in  Virginia, 
both  as  a result  of  C.B.C.  owling  campaigns: 
a lone  bird  seen  on  the  Plains/Airlie  C.B.C., 
Fauquier  14  Dec  (IT,  TD)  and  a heard-only 
owl  detected  on  the  Giles  C.B.C.,  Giles  27 
Dec  (TBr,  DBr).  Maryland  had  Long-eared 
Owls  reports  from  Allegany  (2  birds), 
Howard,  and  Queen  Anne’s.  The  4 Short-eared 
Owls  at  the  Alpha  Ridge  Landfill  Howard  7 
Feb  represented  the  only  report  outside 
Maryland’s  well-known  locations  for  this 
species  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and  in  Garrett. 
Following  a modest  fall  flight,  it  was  a poor 
winter  for  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls,  with 
only  2 birds  reported  from  Virginia  on  the 
Chine.  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (fide  BW)  and  only  six 
reports  of  single  birds  from  Maryland. 

The  hatch-year  male  Calliope  Humming- 
bird visiting  a private  feeder  just  n.  of  Lynch- 
burg in  Bedford,  VA  continued  from  the  fall 
through  13  Feb  (MP,  JM  et  al).  An  Allen’s 
Hummingbird  at  Dares  Beach,  Calvert  31 
Oct-29  Dec  (11  et  al.)  provided  a long  overdue 
first  state  record  for  Maryland  and  was  band- 
ed 23  Dec.  Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  in 
typical  numbers:  one  continued  from  the  fall 
at  a Faiifax  feeder  through  14  Jan  (SM);  a 
hatch-year  male  continued  from  fall  at  Samp- 
son’s Wharf,  Northumberland,  VA  through  8 
Dec  (fide  TSa);  and  an  imm.  female  was  at  Sci- 
entists Cliffs,  Calvert,  MD  17  Dec-29  Jan  (b. 
23  Dec;  SHa  et  al).  In  Virginia,  single  Selas- 
phorus  hummingbirds  visited  feeders  in 
Riverview  Plantation,  James  City  22  Nov-18 
Feb  (NS  et  al,  ph.),  in  Yorktown,  York  mid- 
Feb  (fide  BW,  FH,  ph.  GS),  and  at  Lewis  Gin- 
ter  Botanical  Gardens,  Richmond  8-10  Jan 


(AK,  LB,  CC). 

The  Center  for  Conservation  Biology  and 
The  Nature  Conservancy  completed  a Red- 
cockaded  Woodpecker  survey  at  Piney  Grove 
Preserve,  Sussex,  VA  in  Dec,  documenting 
seven  active  clusters  supporting  3 1 birds,  the 
highest  number  of  Red-cockaded  Woodpeck- 
er clusters  in  Virginia  since  the  late  1980s 
(fide  AD).  Single  Ash-throated  Flycatchers 
were  at  Rehobeth,  Somerset  3-4  Dec  (MW, 
JHa),  at  Occoquan  Bay  N.W.R.,  Prince 
William,  VA  3-8  Dec  (ph.  JWa;  MR  et  al),  and 
at  Snug  Harbor,  Worcester  28  Dec  (LD).  An 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  on  the  Virginia  Tech 
campus,  Montgomery  7-10  Jan  was  a first 
record  for  this  species  in  the  Mountains  & 
Valleys  (TW,  fide  MP).  The  season’s  only 
Western  Kingbird  was  at  Vessey’s  Orchard, 
Somerset,  MD  5-12  Dec  (ML  et  al).  The  10 
Loggerhead  Shrike  reports  from  Virginia  were 
encouraging  for  this  struggling  species.  Two 
Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  at  Burke’s  Garden, 
Tazewell  31  Jan  (ET  et  al),  and  one  was  at 
Stuart’s  Draft,  Augusta  24-31  Jan  (LL,  ph. 
BTe).  The  Northern  Shrike  reported  in  the  fall 
at  Chino  Farms,  Queen  Anne’s  continued 
through  the  season  (m.ob.);  others  were 
along  Quinn  Rcl,  Queen  Anne’s  21  Dec  (JGr) 
and  Oldtown,  Allegany  24  Jan  QBC). 

Two  White-eyed  Vireos  were  a nice  find  at 
St.  Mary’s  City,  St.  Maiy’s  21  Dec  (KG,  EW),  as 
were  singles  on  the  Nansemond  River  C.B.C., 
Suffolk,  VA  3 Jan  (fide  RLAk)  and  the  Walk- 
erton C.B.C.,  King  William  4 Jan  (DBra,  BWa). 
A Blue-headed  Vireo  at  the  National  Arbore- 
tum, D.C.  20  Dec  was  unexpected  (PD  et  al). 
The  9 Tree  Swallows  at  Machipongo, 
Northampton  31  Dec  (HTA,  JS)  were  the  last 
reports  until  an  enormous  fiock  of  10,000 
birds  was  seen  17  Feb  above  the  marshes  of 
Long  1.  at  Back  Bay,  where  the  birds  had  ap- 
parently spent  the  night  (RLAk).  A haggard 
Cave  Swallow  perched  on  a wire  in  Charles 
City,  VA  26  Dec  (ph.  ABr)  for  only  ten  min- 
utes before  departing  eastward.  A dead  Cave 
Swallow  was  discovered  at  Point  Lookout,  St. 
Maty’s,  MD  25  Jan  (ph.  PC,  *). 

A well-documented  Black-cappcd  Chick- 
adee at  Elkton,  Cecil  26  Jan  (ph.  SMc)  pro- 
vided the  only  report  outside  this  species’ 
usual  range.  A Brown-headed  Nuthatch  at  S. 
Holston  L.,  Washington  28  Dec  (EP,  RK)  was  a 
nice  find  on  the  Bristol  C.B.C.  and  far  from 
the  w.  edge  of  this  species’  range.  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  joined  an  Eastern  Blue- 
bird flock  at  Keezletown,  Rockingham,  VA  7- 
13  Jan  (MG  et  al,  ph.  KS,  ph.  BTe)  for  only 
the  state’s  3rd  record.  The  6 Gray  Catbirds  de- 
tected in  the  Leedstown  area,  Westmoreland, 
VA  21  Dec  was  a high  winter  count  (NL,  EA 
et  al). 
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^ i An  invasion  of  White-winged  Crossbills  into  the  Region 

3 r\  was  the  first  since  winter  1 997-1998  (Table  1 ).  The  2008- 
2009  invasion  had  greater  numbers — about  600  birds — that 
were  more  widely  distributed  and  mostly  lacked  Red  Crossbills, 

High  Count 

Date 

Location 

Ceunty 

State 

Obiervers 

1 

14  Dec 

Adventure  Sanctuary 

Montgomery 

MD 

hdem 

5 

18  Dec-7  Feb 

Swallow  Falls  S.P. 

Garrett 

MD 

ML 

7 

20  Dec 

Oakland  Golf  Course 

Garrett 

MO 

ML,jH 

the  dominant  1997-1 998  crossbill.  This  season,  flyovers  trickled  in 

40 

20  Dec-7  Feb 

Herrington  Manor 

Garrett 

MO 

BWi,  NB 

as  early  as  Nov  and  continued  until  Dec.  The  first  cluster  of  sight- 

12 

30  Dec-7  Feb 

New  Germany  S.P. 

Garrett 

MD 

JBC,  m.ob. 

ings  occurred  in  mid-late  Dec  and  was  centered  on  the  Allegany 

3 

1 Jan 

near  Manassas 

Prince  William 

VA 

TJ 

Plateau  in  Garrett,  MD.  After  a brief  lull,  another  surge  in  reports 

1 

6 Jan 

Gunpowder  S.P.,  Prettyboy 

Baltimore 

MD 

KGr,  m.ob. 

occurred  23-25  Jan,  with  crossbills  becoming  widespread  in  the 

12 

13  Jan 

Loch  Raven  Res. 

Baltimore 

MD 

KGr  et  al. 

cen.  Maryland  Piedmont.  Throughout  the  next  month,  there  were 

9 

14Jan 

Sykesville 

Carroll 

MD 

TM 

additional  sightings  at  new  locations  and  increases  in  flock  size  at 

53 

15  Jan-h 

North  Hagerstown 

Washington 

MO 

HH,  m.ob. 

several  known  locations.  There  was  a small  push  of  birds  onto  the 

60 

18Jan+ 

Druid  Ridge  Cemetery 

Baltimore 

MD 

KC,  m.ob. 

Coastal  Plain  in  the  first  week  of  Feb,  but  that  appeared  to  be  the 

1 

20  Jan 

Frostburg 

Allegany 

MD 

JBC 

s.  limit  of  the  invasion. 

1 

20  Jan-17  Feb 

Colesville 

Montgomery 

MD 

GMa,  BCo 

Observers  carefully  tracked  crossbill  flocks  at  three  loca- 

1 

23-25  Jan 

Piney  Run 

Carroll 

MD 

RS,  RFR 

tions — Druid  Ridge  Cemetery,  Baltimore,  Centennial  Park, 

22 

23  Jan-7  Feb 

Blandy  Experimental  Farm 

Clarke 

VA 

DCetai. 

Howard,  and  North  Hagerstown,  Washington — noting  daily  and 

8 

24  Jan 

Hernwood  Landfill 

Baltimore 

MD 

KC 

sometimes  hourly  changes  in  flock  size.  Whether  these  flocks 

2 

24  Jan 

Eden  Mill 

Harford 

MD 

JLS,HH 

were  independent  or  a single  large  group  is  unclear.  The  total 

20 

25  Jan 

Creswell 

Harford 

MD 

RC 

number  of  birds  at  these  three  sites  probably  far  exceeded  the  in- 

5 

25  Jan-6  Feb 

Font  Hill  Wetlands  Park 

Howard 

MD 

JWi,  m.ob. 

dividual  high  counts  in  Table  1 (at  right). 

8 

25  Jan 

Hughes  Hollow 

Montgomery 

MD 

JBee 

20 

25  Jan-7  Feb 

Jennings  Chapel  Rd. 

Howard 

MD 

DP,JH 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  3 Orange-crowned  Warblers  recorded 
on  the  Hopewell  C.B.C.,  VA  14  Dec  tied  the 
counts  high  tally  set  in  1955  (fide  AB).  A 

1 

26  Jan 

Schooley  Mill  Park 

Howard 

MD 

NMa 

1 

28  Jan 

Jackson  Pond 

Howard 

MD 

MO 

10 

31  Jan 

Dumbarton  Athletic  Fields 

Baltimore 

MD 

SBe 

15 

31  Jan-17  Feb 

Hansonviile 

Frederick 

MD 

BGetai. 

Nashville  Warbler  was  near  L.  Smith,  Vir- 

2 

31  Jan 

Savage  River  S.F. 

Garrett 

MD 

JBC 

ginia  Beach  16  Dec-3  Jan  (DS).  A rare  win- 
ter  visitor,  with  fewer  than  10  records  in  Vir- 
ginia,  a Northern  Parula  on  the  Nansemond 

River  C.B.C.,  Suffolk,  VA  3 Jan  was  a nice 
find  (fide  RLAk).  A female  Yellow  Warbler 
along  the  bike  path  n.  of  Dyke  Marsh,  Fair- 

20 

31  Jan 

Kingstown 

Queen  Anne's 

MD 

RG,CGu 

2 

IFeb 

Rocky  Gap 

Allegany 

MD 

BH,JLS,JH 

7 

IFeb 

Patuxent  N.W.R.  North  Tract 

Anne  Arundel 

MD 

RBu 

5 

IFeb 

Bears  Den  Trail  Center 

Clarke 

VA 

SBa 

18 

1-3  Feb 

Tenleytown 

Washington 

DC 

GA,  m.ob. 

fax  25  Dec-11  Jan  surprised  birders  (GLe  et 

5 

IFeb 

Beltsville 

Prince  Georges 

MD 

DCo 

ah).  A Yellow-throated  Warbler  with  white 

1 

2 Feb 

Smithsonian  Environmental  Research  Center 

Anne  Arundel 

MD 

TB 

lores  at  LBJ  Grove,  D.C.  continued  from  the 
fall  through  12  Jan  (PP  et  al).  Others  were  at 
Spruce  Creek  Park,  Nelson,  VA  15  Dec  (TH); 
at  a suet  feeder  in  Lanexa,  James  City  20 

Dec+  (ph.  CSt;  BF);  and  at  Indian  Head, 

30 

3 Feb+ 

Centennial  Lake 

Howard 

MD 

JHa,  m.ob. 

36 

4 Feb 

Deep  Cr.  1.  Discovery  Center 

Garrett 

MD 

ML 

12 

5-6  Feb 

Woodend 

Montgomery 

MD 

GMa,  BCo 

4 

7Feb+ 

Wrighton  Rd. 

Anne  Arundel 

MD 

BH,JH,m.ob. 

Charles,  MD  22  Dec  (CG),  where  probably 

3 

7-27  Feb 

Twin  Shields  Golf  Course 

Calvert 

MD 

BH,JH,m.ob. 

the  same  bird  has  wintered  each  of  the  past 

21 

7-16  Feb 

Bachman  Mills 

Carroll 

MD 

RFRetal. 

four  years.  Pine  Warblers  at  Prettyboy,  Balti- 
more  6 Dec+  (Eileen  Wise)  and  at  Elders- 
burg,  Carroll  7-11  Jan  (RFR)  were  good 
records  for  the  upper  Piedmont.  This  was  a 
good  year  for  Palm  Warblers,  with  Yellow 

1 

7 Feb 

Backbone  Mt. 

Garrett 

MD 

SBa 

1 

7 Feb 

Crumpton 

Queen  Anne's 

MD 

JLS 

40 

8 Feb 

Towson 

Baltimore 

MD 

NSa 

17 

8Feb+ 

Soldiers  Delight 

Baltimore 

MD 

KC,  m.ob. 

and  Western  birds  reported  at  20+  locations 

39 

8-22  Feb 

Brantwood  G.C. 

Cecil 

MD 

JB,  m.ob. 

across  the  Coastal  Plain,  several  on  the  Bay’s 

1 

8 Feb 

Point  Lookout  S.P. 

St.  Mary's 

MD 

BHetai. 

w.  shore  and  in  D.C.  Lone  Ovenbirds  were  at 

Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Baltimore  City,  MD 

22  Dec  (VG)  and  near  Berlin,  Worcester  28 

Dec  (DM).  A Wilson’s  Warbler  recorded  on 
the  Hopewell  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (ABr)  was  like- 

2 

8 Feb 

Appalachian  Trail 

Washington 

MD 

HH 

2 

13-15  Feb 

Baker  Park 

Frederick 

MD 

DW 

1 

15  Feb 

Crofton 

Anne  Arundel 

MD 

HH 

1 

22  Feb 

Germantown  Soccerplex 

Montgomery 

MD 

AMa 

ly  the  same  bird  recorded  in  the  fall  and  only 

7 

28  Feb 

Black  Hills  R.P. 

Montgomery 

MD 

AW 

the  2nd  count  record.  Another  was  at  Tail- 
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race  Park,  Mecklenbcrg  9 Jan  (M&JS).  A Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  lingered  at  Assat.  5 Dec 
(RG,  DBro  et  al.). 

A male  Western  Tanager  that  visited  a pri- 
vate feeder  at  Jamestown,  James  City  6 
Jan-27  Feb  (BW  et  al.,  ph.)  was  enjoyed  by 
many  birders.  The  20  Chipping  Sparrows  at 
Aspen  Run,  Carrvll  21  Dec  O&LT)  repre- 
sented a good  winter  count  for  the  upper 
Piedmont.  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  Sun- 
nybrook  Estates,  Cecil  3 Feb  was  an  excellent 
find  (ph.  SMc).  A Lark  Sparrow  continued 
from  the  fall  at  Vessey’s  Orchard,  Somerset 
through  21  Feb  (m.ob.).  An  imm.  male  Lark 
Bunting  visited  a feeder  at  Union  Bridge, 
Carroll  2 Jan-14  Feb  (DBa  et  al.).  Eleven  Ip- 
swich Sparrows  were  on  Cedar  1.  for  the 
Wachapreague  C.B.C.,  Accomack  20  Dec;  12 
were  tallied  on  Smith  1.  for  the  Cape  Charles 
C.B.C.  30  Dec  (FITA  et  al);  and  the  Ocean 
City  C.B.C.  recorded  an  impressive  32  on  28 
Dec  {fide  JSh).  A Le  Contes  Sparrow  was 
banded  by  the  Center  for  Conservation  Biol- 
ogy at  a seaside  location  in  Northampton  1 
Dec,  only  the  2nd  individual  of  this  species 
banded  in  Virginia;  the  Center’s  winter 
marshbird  study  at  Back  Bay  yielded  a Le 
Conte’s  there  20  Dec  (FS).  One  at  the  Wilna 
Tract,  Rappahannock  River  N.W.R.,  Rich- 
mond 13  Dec  (SS)  was  also  an  excellent  find. 
Single  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  at  Point 
Lookout,  St.  Mary’s  6 Dec  (NSa,  KGr);  at 
Quantico,  Wicomico  14  Dec  (fide  RG);  and  at 
Occoquan  Bay  N.W.R.,  Faiifax  4 Jan  (fide 
KG).  Ad.  Gambel’s  White-crowned  Sparrows 
were  excellent  finds  on  the  Sugarloaf  C.B.C., 
Frederick  (GM,  BCo)  and  at  Chino  Farms, 
Queen  Anne’s  25  Jan  (DSm).  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  reported  from  seven  Mary- 
land and  two  Virginia  counties.  The  season’s 
high  count  was  the  10  Lapland  Longspurs 
along  Oland  Rd.,  Frederick  6 Dec.  Sixty  Snow 
Buntings  were  on  Cedar  L,  Wachpreague, 
Accomack,  VA  20  Dec  (HTA  et  al.);  72  were 
along  Paul  Friend  Rd.,  Garrett,  MD  24  Jan 
QB,  ML  et  al),  the  highest  Maryland  count 
for  this  species  since  2000. 

A young  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  vis- 
ited a feeder  at  Beltsville,  Prince  George’s  9-10 
Feb  (D&MB).  Multiple  Painted  Buntings 
graced  the  Region,  including  an  ad.  male  at 
Ferry  Farms,  Anne  Arundel  4 Jan+  (fide  DH) 
that  was  also  present  last  winter;  another  ad. 
male  visited  L.  Artemesia,  Prince  George’s  14 
Jan  (fide  JS).  In  Virginia,  an  ad.  male  visited 
feeders  at  three  Rockingham  residences  16 
Jan-22  Feb  (El  et  al.),  while  up  to  3 were  in 
Virginia  Beach  from  just  before  Christmas 
through  24  Feb  (WEa,  B&MC  et  al).  An 
imm.  female  Dickcissel  lingered  at  Chino 
Farms,  Queen  Anne’s  21  Dec  (DG,  ZB);  a sin- 


gle was  also  at  Dameron,  St.  Maiy’s  18  Jan-3 
Feb  (PC  et  al.);  a lone  bird  feasted  at  private 
feeders  in  McDowell,  Highland  21  Feb  (VK  et 
a!.);  and  another  single  was  at  South  Pt., 
Worcester  27-28  Feb  (WB  et  al.). 

Volunteers  on  the  Rusty  Blackbird  Blitz  7- 
16  Feb  met  with  limited  success.  A flock  of  75 
birds  at  Hughes  Hollow,  Montgomery  16  Feb 
(ML)  was  exceptional,  as  were  the  34  Rusty 
Blackbirds  at  a Leedstown  farm  near  the  Rap- 
pahannock R.,  Westmoreland  15  Feb  (FA). 
Twelve  Rusty  Blackbirds  at  Jug  Bay,  Anne 
Arundel  16  Feb  (ML)  was  notable;  but  only 
two  flocks  of  5-6  Rusty  Blackbirds  each  were 
seen  at  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  N.W.R.  11- 
12  Feb  (RLAk,  RH,  JBe,  BKe).  The  1-2  Brew- 
er’s Blackbirds  at  Rebobeth,  Somerset  3-6  Dec 
(MW)  were  a welcome  find;  one  at  Egypt  Rd., 
Dorchester  8 Dec  (GJ)  was  likely  the  same  bird 
found  in  Nov;  one  was  at  Tilghman  L,  Tcdbot 
21  Dec  Qk);  and  4 were  with  200  European 
Starlings  at  an  old  cattle  farm  at  Nokesville, 
Prince  William  20  Dec  (BL). 

Baltimore  Orioles  were  numerous  and 
widespread  across  the  Region,  and  several  re- 
mained through  the  season;  in  mid-Jan,  up  to 
8 were  reported  at  feeders  in  Williamsburg, 
VA,  frequently  a hotspot  for  the  species  in 
winter.  Maryland  Red  Crossbills,  nearly  as 
rare  and  notable  as  redpolls,  were  reported  on 
five  occasions  18  Jan-12  Feb,  including  an 
impressive  12  birds  at  Soldier’s  Delight,  Balti- 
more 18  Jan  (KC).  Single  Common  Redpolls 
were  reported  from  seven  Maryland  counties 
26  Dec-19  Feb,  but  no  bird  was  seen  for  more 
than  a day.  Pine  Siskins  continued  widespread 
across  the  Region  through  the  winter,  often  in 
large  fiocks.  More  than  400  visited  a 
Buchanan  feeder  through  the  season,  consum- 
ing up  to  12  pounds  of  sunfiower  seed  per  day 
(E&MT)! 

Contributors:  Robert  L.  Ake  (RLAk),  Robert 
L.  Anderson  (RLAn),  Gary  Allport,  Henry  T. 
Armistead,  Fred  Atwood,  Zacb  Baer,  Deanna 
Barker  (DBa),  Val  Barnes,  Lewis  Barnett, 
Scott  Baron  (SBa),  Tom  Beal  (TBe),  Jane 
Beavers  QBe),  John  Beetham  O^ee),  Tyler 
Bell,  Wayne  Bell,  Steve  Bennett  (SBe),  Neal 
Blizzard,  Fred  Blystone,  Doug  & Marie  Bolt, 
Arun  Bose,  Dana  Bradshaw  (DBra),  David 
Brady  (DBr),  Jim  Brighton,  Edward  S.  Brink- 
ley,  Tom  Brobson  (TBr),  Carol  Broderick, 
Dana  Bronecke  (DBro),  Susan  Brown,  Rex- 
anne  Bruno,  Allen  Bryan  (ABr),  Mike 
Burchett  (MBu),  Don  Burggraf,  Rod  Burley 
(RBu),  Mitchell  Byrd,  David  Carr,  Rick  Che- 
icante,  J.  B.  Churchill,  Caroline  Coe,  Joe 
Coleman,  Donald  Comis  (DCo),  Barry  Coop- 
er (BCo),  Ben  Copeland,  Ben  & Mary 
Copeland,  Jane  Coskren  QCo),  Keith  Costley, 


Patty  Craig,  Sarah  Cromer,  Dave  Czaplak 
(DCz),  Lynn  Davidson,  Sarah  Davis,  Todd 
Day,  Paul  DeAnna,  Jeff  Dennehy,  Adam 
D’Onofrio,  Wendy  Ealding  (WEa),  Walter  El- 
lison, Elisa  Enders,  Sandy  Farkas,  Nick  Flan- 
ders, Nick  & Alan  Flanders,  Bill  Fortner, 
John  Gallegos,  Kurt  Gaskill,  Barbara 
Gearhart,  Carol  Ghebelian,  Doug  Gill, 
Matthew  Gingerich,  Vanessa  Girton,  Kevin 
Graff  (KGr),  Jim  Green  OGre),  Jim  Gruber 
QGr),  Carol  Gutberlet  (CGu),  Ron  Gutberlet, 
Paul  Guris,  Dan  Haas,  Sue  Hamilton  (SHa), 
Harvey  & Alan  Handley,  Joe  Hanfman  QHa), 
Bill  & Gayle  Hill,  Frank  Hill,  Steve  Hillyer, 
Tim  Hodge,  Hans  Holbrook,  Gerco 
Hoogeweg,  John  Hubbell,  Bill  Hubick,  Renee 
Hudgins,  David  L.  Hughes,  Tom  & Laverne 
Hunter,  Elizabeth  Ihle,  Iris  Ivanosich,  Joe 
Jehl,  George  Jett,  Tom  Johnson,  Karen  Kear- 
ney, William  Kein,  Bill  Keith  (BKe),  Allison 
Kesler,  Val  Kitchens,  Bill  Knight,  Rick 
Knight,  Jane  Kostenko,  David  Larkin,  Allen 
Lamer,  George  Lamer,  George  Ledec  (GLe), 
Bev  Leeuwenhurg,  Jon  & B.  J.  Little,  Neil 
Losin,  Mikey  Lutmerding,  Larry  Lynch,  Gail 
Mackiernan  (GMa),  Nancy  Magnusson 
(NMa),  Andy  Martin  (AMa),  Nancy  Martin, 
Sarah  Mayhew,  Roger  Mayhorn,  Sean  Mc- 
Candless  (SMc),  Taylor  McLean,  Alex  Mi- 
narik,  Geralyn  Mireles,  Ed  Morgan,  Mary  Pat 
& John  Morris,  Dottie  Mumford,  Chris  Mur- 
ray, Peggy  Opengari,  Robert  63:  Mike  Os- 
trowski,  Michael  O’Sullivan,  Ellen  Parker, 
Robert  Perkins,  Paul  Pisano,  Bill  Portlock, 
David  Powell,  Mike  Purdy,  Andy  Rabin, 
David  Raines,  Jan  Reese,  Marc  Ribaudo, 
George  Rieger,  Robert  Riggs,  Robert  F. 
Ringler,  Jack  Saba,  Nico  Sarbanes  (NSa),  Tom 
Saunders  (TSa),  Debbie  Schroeder,  Thomas 
Seamans,  Kevin  Shank,  Jay  Sheppard  (JSh), 
Rob  & Ann  Simpson,  Dan  Small  (DSm), 
Fletcher  Smith,  Gary  Smith,  Ninna  Snead, 
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Warmer  and  slightly  wetter  than  av- 
erage weather  in  December  and 
early  January  continued  to  shrink 
the  pocket  of  persisting  drought  in  the  ex- 
treme western  Carolinas  and  northeastern 
Georgia.  Arctic  air  masses  plunged  deep  into 
the  Southeast  once  in  January  and  twice  in 
February,  producing  record-low  temperatures 
in  many  areas  and  a few  snow  events;  howev- 
er, Regional  snowfall  totals  were  significantly 
below  average.  Interestingly,  a wave  of  record- 
breaking  warm  weather  dominated  the  period 
between  the  two  February  cold  snaps.  Febru- 
ary also  ushered  in  a return  to  exceptionally 
dry  conditions,  with  less  than  50%  of  normal 
precipitation  falling  across  much  of  the  Re- 
gion. Some  observers  reported  that  wintering 
hummingbirds  disappeared  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  extreme  cold  events  in  February, 
including  North  Carolina’s  third  Broad-billed 
Flummingbird.  Several  notable  rarities  were 
uncovered  in  the  Region  this  winter,  some 
found  on  Christmas  Bird  Counts.  These  in- 
cluded more  evidence  of  a possible  wintering 
site  for  Swainson’s  Hawk  in  North  Carolina,  a 
Harlequin  Duck  in  Georgia,  and  inland 
records  of  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  in 
Georgia — possibly  the  first  well-documented 
winter  record  of  the  species  from  the  North 
American  interior.  The  wealth  of  data  from 
field  birders  and  feeder  watchers,  along  with 
Christmas  Bird  Count  data,  suggest  that  this 
season’s  irruption  of  Pine  Siskins  was  one  of 
the  largest  on  record  in  the  Region. 

Abbreviations:  C.R.N.R.A.  (Cochran  Shoals 
Unit,  Chattahoochee  River  National  Recre- 
ation Area,  Cobh.  GA);  L.W.FG.  (Lake  Walter 
F George,  Clay,  GA);  M.W.S.  (Mid-winter 
Waterbird  Survey,  coastal  Georgia,  16  Jan); 
S.I.  (Smithsonian  Institution);  S.S.S.  (Savan- 
nah Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

The  highest  count  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  was  an  impressive  250  recorded  on  the 
ACE  Basin,  SC  C.B.C.  28  Dec  (fide  PL);  a Hock 


of  62  was  observed  at  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA 
27  Dec  (K&LT).  It  was  widely  reported  to  be  a 
banner  year  for  geese  in  the  Region.  Among 
many  sightings  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  was  a high  count  of  17  in  Murray,  GA  8 
Jan  (MMe).  North  Carolina  established  a new 
C.B.C.  record  of  107,000+  Snow  Geese;  an  as- 
tounding 79,660  at  Pettigrew  S.R  29  Dec  (fide 
DL)  topped  any  previous  total  in  the  state.  A 
flurry  of  Ross’s  Geese  and  suspected  hybrids 
popped  up  in  all  three  states.  Most  were  sin- 
gles, but  5 were  recorded  on  the  L.  Mattamus- 
keet,  NC  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (fide  AB)  and  8 were  at 
Pocosin  Lakes  N.W.R.,  NC  30  Dec  (DCa).  The 
only  Brant  inland  was  one  on  the  L.  Matta- 


Providing  an  opportunity  for  birders  to  compare  similar 
species,  six  Cackling  Geese  mingled  with  hunareds  of  Canada 
Geese  at  Crawfish  Springs,  Georgia  6 (here  14)  December 
2008  through  12  January  2009.  Phoicgieoh  by  Rachel  Ca.s. 


A male  Tufted  Duck  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina  pro- 
vided the  first  record  for  the  state  and  the  Southern  Atlantic 
region.  Enjoyed  by  scores  of  birders  who  traveled  from  far 
and  wide,  this  cooperative  individual  was  present  from  30 
January  through  14  (here  7)  February  2009.  Photograph  by 
LouSkrabec. 

muskeet  C.B.C.  29  Dec  OL)-  Six  Cackling 
Geese  were  picked  out  of  a line-up  of  hundreds 
of  Canada  Geese  at  Crawfish  Springs,  GA  6 
Dec-12  Jan  (DJ  et  ah,  m.ob.);  there  were  three 
C.B.C.  records  in  North  Carolina.  Eight  Mute 
Swans  were  notable  on  the  Bodie-Pea  Island 
C.B.C.  28  Dec  (fide  PWS);  this  group  may  rep- 
resent expansion  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  re- 
gion. Four  Trumpeter  Swans  in  Nash,  NC  20 
Feb+  (MO,  m.ob.)  were  not  banded  but  were 
quite  tame.  Another  new  C.B.C.  high  count 
was  provided  by  nearly  89,000  Tundra  Swans 
tallied  in  North  Carolina. 


Ducks  were  present  in  mostly  average 
numbers.  Expected  were  several  Eurasian 
Wigeons  in  coastal  North  Carolina,  but  quite 
unusual  was  an  inland  ad.  male  in  Davidson, 
NC  24-25  Dec  (RM  et  ah).  A new  C.B.C.  high 
count  of  97  Mottled  Ducks  was  established  in 
Georgia,  while  2 continued  at  Sunset  Lakes, 
NC  through  Jan  (MMcD).  Two  male  Cinna- 
mon Teal  made  a brief  appearance  at  Altama- 
ha W.M.A.,  GA  24  Feb  (VL,  JSe),  while  a 
Eurasian  Teal  was  a nice  find  on  the  L.  Matta- 
muskeet  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (fide  AB).  Ring- 
necked Ducks  were  present  in  very  high  num- 
bers: L.  Mattamuskeet’s  15,036  led  all  North 
American  C.B.C.  circles,  and  12,612  set  a 
record  for  Georgia  counts.  Perhaps  the  most 
exciting  find  of  the  season  was  a male  Tufted 
Duck  at  the  Archie  Elledge  W.T.P.  in  ’Winston- 
Salem,  NC  30  Jan-14  Feb  (HH,  m.ob.);  a first 
for  the  Region,  this  cooperative  individual 
was  enjoyed  by  as  many  as  750  birders!  There 
were  5 Common  Eiders  reported,  all  from  the 
Carolinas,  where  the  species  is  a rare  but  an- 
nual winter  visitor.  A Harlequin  Duck  in  the 
Barbour  Island  R.,  GA  19  Dec  (ph.,  tWH) 
provided  the  state’s  5th  record  and  was  a 
C.B.C.  first.  Among  several  inland  sightings 


A Christmas  Bird  Count  surprise  was  this  Harlequin  Duck 
found  in  the  Barbour  Island  River,  Georgia  on  19  December 
2008,  representing  only  the  fifth  state  record  and  the  first 
for  a Christmas  count  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Warren 
Harrington. 

were  high  counts  of  15  White-winged  Scoters 
at  Falls  L.,  NC  8 Jan  (RD)  and  9 at  L. 
Townsend,  NC  21  Jan  (HLi).  Also  notable  in- 
land were  up  to  6 Long-tailed  Ducks  in  the 
Augusta,  GA  area  10  Jan-15  Feb  (LSt  et  ah, 
m.ob.).  Remarkably,  a male  Common  Gold- 
eneye returned  for  the  8th  consecutive  year  to 
a tiny  lagoon  on  Skidaway  L,  GA  6 Dec  (BR). 
There  were  eight  reports  of  Common  Mer- 
gansers, all  in  North  Carolina.  A Pacific  Loon 
from  the  fall  remained  at  L.  Townsend,  NC 
until  3 Dec  (fide  HLi)  and  one  was  at 
Wrightsville  Beach,  NC  20  Jan  (DE).  Though 
five  sightings  were  about  average  for  the  Car- 
olinas,  a Red-necked  Grebe  was  rare  for 
Brunswick,  GA  30  Dec  (GK). 

Tubenose  diversity  was  remarkable  this 
season.  A high  count  of  100+  Northern  Ful- 
mars was  made  off  Hatteras  16  Feb  (BPl). 
Also  off  Hatteras,  10  Black-capped  Petrels 
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Always  a good  find  inland  in  Georgia,  between  one  to  six 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  spotted  sporadically  in  the  Augusta 
area  10  January  through  15  (here)  February  2009.  Photo- 
graph by  Dan  Vickers. 


One  of  two  at  the  Alligator  River  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
30  December  2008,  this  Swainson's  Hawk  was  a very  rare 
find  but  provides  one  of  several  records  of  the  species  for 
this  area  in  recent  years.  Photograph  by  Ricky  Davis. 

were  tallied  7 Dec  (BPl),  with  “a  few”  TI  Dec 
and  one  28  Feb  (BPI),  and  one  was  off  Cape 
Lookout,  NC  21  Feb  (RMc).  Single  Greater 
Shearwaters  were  seen  20  & 28  Feb  off  Hat- 
teras  (BPl),  and  a Sooty  Shearwater  which 
was  “coaxed”  into  the  Fiatteras  C.B.C.  circle 
27  Dec  (BPl),  representing  the  first  state 
C.B.C.  record  for  count  day.  Manx  Shearwater 
sightings  were  below  average,  with  only  three 
reports  in  North  Carolina  and  two  in  Georgia. 
Six  Audubon’s  Shearwaters  were  off  Cape 
Lookout,  NC  21  Feb  (RMc).  A dead  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  found  in  Seminole,  GA  15 
Feb  (CM)  had  been  banded  in  Ontario,  Cana- 
da 25  Jun  2001.  The  Great  Cormorant  that 
appeared  at  L.W.FG.  in  the  fall  was  present 
throughout  the  period;  among  several  in  the 
Carolinas  was  a rare  inland  sighting  at  L. 
Townsend,  NC  22-23  Dec  (HLi).  An  impres- 
sive 2196  Snowy  Egrets  established  a new 
state  C.B.C.  high  count  for  Georgia.  Single 
Reddish  Egrets  were  noted  at  Hilton  Head  L, 
SC  14  Dec  (fide  NL),  at  Portsmouth  L,  NC  30 
Dec  (fide  PV),  and  at  Shackleford  Banks,  NC 
5 Jan  (jC).  A juv.  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  in  Cobb,  GA  19  Jan  (CL)  was  a very  un- 


usual inland  winter  find.  Rare  but  increasing 
winter  records  of  Roseate  Spoonbill  were  pro- 
vided by  3 at  the  S.S.S.  16  Dec,  with  one  re- 
maining until  17  Jan  (SC),  and  one  at  Jekyll 
L,  GA  18  Dec-29  Jan  (LT). 

Continuing  an  increasing  trend,  95  Bald 
Eagles  provided  Georgia  with  a new  C.B.C. 
high  count.  Single  Northern  Goshawks  were 
reported  in  Raleigh,  NC  1 Dec  OMu)  and  on 
James  L,  SC  4 Eeb  (DF).  A Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  quite  a rare  find  in  Carteret,  NC  13 
Dec  (RB),  while  2 Swainson’s  Hawks  soaring 
over  Alligator  River  N.W.R.,  NC  30  Dec  (ph. 
RD)  provided  the  state’s  2nd  C.B.C.  record; 
one  was  relocated  23  Jan  QSo)-  There  have 
been  several  winter  sightings  of  the  latter 
species  in  the  same  area  in  recent  years;  it  is 
quite  rare  overall  in  North  America  in  winter, 
though  winter  records  from  Texas  and 
Louisiana  have  increased  in  recent  years.  Rare 
winter  visitors.  Red-tailed  Hawks  re- 
sembling Krider’s  were  in  Sumter, 

GA  9Jan  (ph.  DaC)  and  Carteret,  NC 
Jan-Feb  (JF,  JFe).  Single  Rough- 
legged Hawks  were  present  in 
Efland,  NC  8 Dec  (DS)  and  Sparta, 

NC  20  Dec-3  Jan  (ABo,  ph.  JH). 

Golden  Eagles  were  noted  in  all 
three  states. 


This  adult  Black-legged  Kittiwake  lifted  the  spirits  of  bird- 
ers on  a pelagic  trip  out  ofTybee  Island,  Georgia  on  16  Jan- 
uary 2009.  Photograph  by  Dan  Vickers. 


RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Yellow  Rail  that  was  flushed  on  St. 
Catherine's  L,  GA  14  Dec  (BW  et  al.) 
furnished  the  state’s  first  C.B.C. 
record.  Snowy  Plovers  were  again 
reported  in  the  Region,  with  singles  on  Sand 
L,  SC  12  Feb  (ND,  DR)  and  on  Kiawah  L,  SC 
27  Feb+  (AGi).  Formerly  considered  rare  in 
winter  n.  of  Florida,  Wilson’s  Plover  numbers 
on  the  M.W.S.  increased  for  the  4th  year  in  a 
row,  with  70  recorded  this  year;  there  were 
several  sightings  in  the  Carolinas  as  well.  The 
highest  count  of  Piping  Plovers  was  42  on 
Cumberland  L,  GA  during  the  M.W.S.  Rare 
wintering  records  of  Black-necked  Stilts  were 
provided  by  3-5  at  the  S.S.S.  30  Dec-26  Feb 
(SC)  and  one  in  Georgetown,  SC  18  Dec  (fiide 
LG)  and  12  Feb  (DR  et  al).  There  were  three 
reports  of  Spotted  Sandpiper  in  North  Caroli- 
na, and  at  least  one  wintered  at  the 
C.R.N.R.A.  12  Jan-23  Feb  (NF,  m.ob.).  Mar- 
bled Godwit  researchers  outfitted  6 birds  with 
satellite  transmitters  on  Little  St.  Simons  L, 
GA  20  Nov  and  3 Dec  to  track  migratory 
movements  (BW  et  al.).  Outstanding  were 
1449  Red  Knots  tallied  at  Cumberland  1.  dur- 
ing the  M.W.S.,  which  saw  a new  overall  high 
count  of  1748;  perhaps  this  partially  explains 
lower  than  average  C.B.C.  numbers  in  the 
Carolinas?  An  impressive  Dunlin  count  of 
21,557  easily  established  a new  C.B.C.  state 


Several  Black-headed  Gulls  spent  time  in  the  Carolinas,  including  this 
adult  8 (here)  through  23  February  2009  in  Kill  Devil  Hills,  North  Caroli- 
na. Photograph  by  Jeff  lewis. 


Providing  only  the  second  well-documented  inland  record 
for  the  state  and  the  ninth  overall,  this  first-cycle  Iceland 
Gull  frequented  Lake  Lanier,  Georgia  25  (here)  January 
through  1 February  2009.  Photograph  by  Darlene  Moore. 

high  count  in  Georgia.  At  least  “a  few”  Stilt 
Sandpipers  remained  throughout  the  period 
at  the  S.S.S.  (SC),  the  only  regular  wintering 
site  in  the  Region.  A female  Ruff  was  record- 
ed at  Winyah  Bay,  SC  18  Dec  (fide  LG),  pro- 
viding only  the  4th  C.B.C.  record  for  the  Re- 
gion; another  was  at  Bear  Island  W.M.A.,  SC 
21-26  Feb  (ND,  m.ob.).  A single  Red 
Phalarope  at  Durham,  NC  14  Dec  (fide  MS) 
provided  the  state’s  first  inland  C.B.C  record, 
while  33  off  St.  Catherine’s  L,  GA  14  Dec  (BL, 
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Providing  only  the  fourth  record  for  the  Southern  Atlantic 
region  (all  from  Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina)  was  this 
Mew  Gull  of  the  nominate  subspecies  at  Cape  Point  24  Jan- 
uary 2009.  Photograph  byJ.  Brian  Patteson. 


Although  this  female  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  banded  in 
Barnesville,  Georgia  3 December  2008  was  one  of  very  few 
detected  during  the  season,  the  species  is  almost  certainly 
present  in  the  Deep  South  every  winter.  Photograph  by 
Tracey  Muise. 


GO  represented  only  the  2nd  C.B.C.  record 
for  that  state — a reflection  of  little  offshore 
coverage,  not  scarcity;  the  waters  off  Cape 
Lookout,  NC  yielded  high  counts  of  1000  on 
10  Feb  OFe)  and  800-900  on  21  Feb  (RMc). 

An  ad.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  observed  off 
Tybee  I.,  GA  16  Jan  (MH  et  al.)  was  a wel- 
come sight  for  birders  participating  in  a rough 
pelagic  field  trip,  and  an  imm.  was  at  Cape 
Point,  NC  25  Jan  (HL  et  al.,  ph.  HS).  Several 
Black-headed  Gulls  resided  in  the  Region  this 
winter:  one  or  2 ads.  observed  at  different  lo- 
cations on  the  Outer  Banks,  NC  20  Dec-23 
Feb  (m.ob.);  one  on  tbe  L.  Mattamuskeet 
C.B.C.  29  Dec  (fide  AB);  one  at  the  Horry 
County  W.T.P,  SC  8-28  Jan  (ED,  GH,  m.ob.); 
and  one  back  at  L.  Mattamuskeet  17  Jan  and 
5 Feb  (CN).  Four  sightings  of  Little  Gull  in 
the  Carolinas  was  somewhat  below  average. 
Providing  only  the  4th  record  for  the  Region, 
a Mew  Gull  of  the  nominate 
subspecies  was  discovered  at 
Cape  Point,  NC  24  Jan  (tWF 
et  al.,  ph.  BPI);  single  Califor- 
nia, Thayer’s,  and  Iceland 
Gulls  were  there  15  Feb  (BPI). 
There  were  four  additional 
sightings  of  Iceland  Gulls  in 
the  Region,  including  one  that 
appeared  sporadically  at  L. 
Lanier,  GA  25  Jan-1  Feb 
(K&LT,  m.ob.),  representing 
the  2nd  well-documented  in- 
land record  for  the  state  and 
only  the  9th  overall.  Rare  in- 
land in  any  numbers,  a high  count  of  31  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gulls  was  quite  a surprise 
among  a massive  flock  of 
16,000+  gulls  (and  thou- 
sands of  other  birds)  in 
agricultural  fields  near  Scot- 
land Neck,  NC  6 Feb  (RD); 

16  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  in  the  same  group 
were  equally  notable.  Very 
unusual  inland  outside  of 
the  context  of  a hurricane 
was  a juv.  Black  Skimmer  at 
Pettigrew  S.R  29  Dec  (EC). 

Three  Great  Skuas  on  Feb 
pelagic  trips  off  Hatteras 
was  par  for  the  season 
(BPI),  and  there  were  three 
reports  of  Pomarine  Jaeger, 
all  in  North  Carolina. 

It  was  a productive  sea- 
son for  alcids.  Not  recorded  annually, 
Dovekies  arrived  in  coastal  North  Carolina 
mid-Feb,  following  strong  northerly  winds 
and  a mass  of  cold  water  off  the  n.  part  of  the 
Region.  Several  Dovekies  wrecked  on  beach- 


The  most  common  among  wintering  western  humming- 
birds in  the  Southeast,  this  male  Rufous  Hummingbird  was 
back  for  a third  consecutive  year  in  Dawsonviile,  Georgia 
throughout  the  period.  Photograph  by  Darlene  Moore. 

es,  and  the  species  was  recorded  on  four  out 
of  five  pelagic  trips  off  Hatteras  that  month, 
with  high  counts  of  47  and  124  being  no- 
table 20  6s:  21  Feb,  respectively  (BPI).  A 
Thick-billed  Murre  was  reported  at  the 
Cedar  1.  ferry  jetty,  NC  26  Dec  (DCa).  Once 
considered  accidental  in  the  state.  Razorbill 
is  likely  an  annual  but  erratic  visitor  to  Geor- 
gia offshore  waters;  in  Feb,  biologists  moni- 
toring whales  spotted  scattered  groups  of  up 
to  10,  including  2 off  Jekyll  1.  9 Feb  (ph. 
CG).  Among  eight  reports  from  the  Caroli- 
nas was  a high  count  of  133  off  Hatteras,  NC 
14  Feb  (BPI). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWiNGS 

This  season  had  three  reports  of  White- 
winged Dove,  including  2 on  St.  Catherine’s 
L,  GA  14  Dec  (fide  DV)  for  the  6th  state 
C.B.C.  record.  A regular  wintering  species. 


Short-eared  Owls  were  reported  from  many 
locations,  with  a high  count  of  3-4  from  the 
annual  site  in  Sumter,  GA  2 Jan  (PMc  et  al). 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  detected  this  season 
included  one  in  Lcimar,  GA  3 Dec  (b.  CM) 


Biologists  monitoring  Northern  Right  Whales  in  Georgia's  offshore  waters  again 
detected  Razorbills,  including  these  two  spotted  8 kilometers  east  of  Jekyll  Is- 
land on  9 February  2009.  Photograph  by  Clay  George. 


A very  rare  but  annual  wintering  species  in  the  Carolinas,  this  Ovenbird  was  picking 

at  snow-dusted  birdseed  on  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina  20  January  2009.  Photo- 
graph by  Jeff  Lewis. 
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and  one  or  2 heard  on  Bodie  1.,  NC  8 Dec 
(]Po)  and  4 Jan  QS).  Despite  no  indication  of 
a widespread  irruption  this  year,  these 
records,  coupled  with  amazing  success  at  a 
banding  station  in  Alabama,  continue  to  indi- 
cate a more  regular  winter  presence  in  the 
South  than  previously  suspected  (SW).  In  fall 
2009,  200  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  will  be 
outfitted  with  geolocator  devices  in  an  effort 
to  gain  a better  understanding  of  the  species’ 
movements  and  distribution  (SW).  A Chuck- 
wilTs-widow  was  blown  off  its  roost  by  strong 
wind  gusts  during  the  Ocracoke,  NC  C.B.C. 
31  Dec  (fide  PV). 

Winter  hummingbird  numbers  were  no- 
tably low  in  Georgia  but  above  average  in 
North  Carolina.  There  were  at  least  279  hum- 
mers reported  in  the  Region.  The  ad.  male 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird  in  New  Bern,  NC 
extended  its  2nd  stay  in  the  Region  until  ear- 
ly Feb,  when  an  intense  cold  front  moved 
through  (fide  AG).  The  distribution  of  winter- 
ing Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  in  the  se. 
United  States  is  not  fully  understood,  and 
some  very  interesting  data  were  provided  by 
banders  and  birders.  A total  of  131  were  con- 
firmed this  winter,  while  an  additional  60 
probable  Ruby-throateds  were  reported.  The 
vast  majority  winter  in  coastal  areas,  with  77 
in  North  Carolina,  49  in  South  Carolina,  and 
5 in  Georgia.  Likely  influences  on  this  pattern 
range  from  public  awareness  about  winter 
hummingbirds  to  possible  micro-climates  to 
differences  in  the  availability  of  insects  and 
nectar-producing  plants.  There  were  4 Black- 
chinned  Hummingbirds  documented  in  the 
Region,  one  Calliope  Hummingbird  was  in 
Landrum,  SC  (DC),  and  an  Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbird returned  to  Lexington,  SC  for  the 
4th  year  in  a row  (DC).  As  expected.  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  were  well  represented,  with 
21  confirmed,  11  of  which  were  returns  (sev- 
eral for  the  3rd  or  4th  year).  There  were  32 
additional  reports  of  Selasphonis  humming- 
birds, most  of  which  likely  pertain  to  Rufous. 
Remarkably,  a female  Rufous  captured  in 
Good  Hope,  GA  15  Dec  (KT)  had  been  band- 
ed in  Tallahassee,  FL  in  Dec  2008;  this  indi- 
vidual was  later  recaptured  in  the  same  Talla- 
hassee yard  29  Jan  2009  (FB)! 

South  Carolina  enjoyed  its  first  two  winter 
records  of  Least  Flycatcher:  one  recorded  on 
the  Winyah  Bay,  SC  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (fide  LG) 
and  one  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  SC  24  Jan-8  Feb 
(TBD,  m.ob.).  Though  still  quite  rare,  Ash- 
throated  Flycatchers  apparently  attempt  to 
winter  annually  in  North  Carolina:  singles 
were  in  C.B.C.  circles  at  New  Bern  15  Dec 
(fide  RH)  and  Alligator  River  N.W.R.  30  Dec 
(DCa).  A Tropical/Couch’s  Kingbird  on  the 
South  Santee  R.,  SC  7-8  Feb  (tDMc,  ph.  BBr, 


m.ob.)  represents  the  first  well-documented 
state  record  of  this  complex.  Each  state  had  a 
single  'Western  Kingbird,  all  predictably  near 
the  coast.  Common  Ravens  continue  to  ex- 
pand in  the  Carolinas  e.  of  the  Appalachian 
Mts.  and  into  the  w.  Piedmont.  Five  observa- 
tions away  from  the  mts.  included  one  near 
York,  SC  23  Feb  (RC)  and  a pair  building  a 
nest  in  the  girders  of  a metal  building  at  the 
Archie  Elledge  W.T.P  in  Winston-Salem,  NC 
early  Feb+  (m.ob.). 

There  were  a few  rare  mid-winter  North- 
ern Rough-winged  Swallows  spotted  in  the 
Region.  All  three  states  hosted  lingering  Cave 
Swallows  from  the  annual  late  fall  flight; 
some  are  known  to  winter  successfully.  The 
latest  reports  were  of  4-6  in  Roper,  NC  17  Jan 
(KL)  and  5 at  the  S.S.S.  18  Jan  (SC  et  al); 
however,  a reminder  of  their  susceptibility  to 
cold  was  a dead  Cave  Swallow  found  at  Dis- 
mal Swamp  S.P,  Camdei^,  NC  18  Dec  (fide 
JG).  Though  a few  Dec  loiterers  and  mid-Feb 
early  arrivals  were  typical  for  Barn  Swallows, 
one  at  Ft.  Pulaski,  GA  18  Jan  (GM)  was  quite 
unusual.  Illustrating  how  drastically  the 
counts  of  irruptive  species  can  fluctuate,  the 
Regional  C.B.C.  total  of  Red-breasted  Nut- 
hatches was  down  88%  (from  626  to  only  76 
individuals)  from  last  season’s  unprecedented 
invasion:  the  majority  of  this  season’s  birds 
were  in  the  Appalachian  Mts.,  where  they  are 
permanent  residents.  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers 
were  out  in  force  on  Georgia  counts,  with 
133  representing  the  2nd  highest  C.B.C.  to- 
tal; other  significant  Georgia  C.B.C.  counts 
included  American  Pipit  (1703)  and  Cedar 
Waxwing  (9742),  both  establishing  new  high 
marks  for  the  state. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Among  wintering  warblers  in  the  Region 
were  several  high  counts  and  a few  surpris- 
ing rarities.  Representing  only  the  3rd  C.B.C. 
record  for  the  state,  a Tennessee  Warbler  was 
on  St.  Catherine’s  L,  GA  14  Dec  (fide  EU). 
One  of  2 Nashville  Warblers  in  North  Car- 
olina, one  in  Charlotte  14  Dec  (LB)  was  un- 
usually well  inland,  while  the  other  was  near 
the  coast  on  the  L.  Mattamuskeet  C.B.C.  29 
Dec  OU-  Northern  Parula  reports  included 
one  on  the  Hatteras  C.B.C.  27  Dec  (fide  PM), 
2 on  the  L.  Mattamuskeet  C.B.C.  29  Dec  (fide 
AB),  and  one  in  Charlton,  GA  17  Jan  OFD- 
Yellow  Warblers,  with  a similar  early  winter 
status  in  the  Region,  were  recorded  on  the 
Kitty  Hawk,  NC  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fideJL)  and 
again  at  L.  Mattamuskeet  29  Dec  (2;  JL).  A 
very  rare  winter  report  of  Cape  May  Warbler 
was  provided  by  a probable  male  in  New 
Bern,  NC  27  Jan  (tAG).  Also  very  rare  in 
winter,  single  Black-throated  Green  Warblers 


The  second  of  two  very  surprising  inland  sightings  of  the 
species  in  Georgia  was  this  Nelson's  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
at  Eufaula  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  2 February  2009; 
these  likely  represent  the  first  well-documented  inland 
winter  records  of  the  species  in  North  America.  Photograph 
by  Austin  Mercadante. 


Two  Snow  Buntings  spent  a few  days  high  atop  Max  Patch 
Bald,  North  Carolina  27  December  2008  through  1 January 
2009  (here).  Photograph  by  Harry  D.  Sell. 


were  observed  in  Columbia,  SC  21  Jan-2  Feb 
(JGr)  and  on  Roanoke  L,  NC  8 Jan  QL).  Sev- 
eral regular  wintering  species  were  recorded 
in  ver)’  good  numbers  on  C.B.C.s,  including 
Regional  totals  of  60  Yellow-throated  War- 
blers (48  in  Georgia),  23  Prairie  Warblers 
(16  in  North  Carolina),  1378  Palm  Warblers 
(842  in  Georgia),  and  196  Black-and-white 
Warblers.  Quite  unexpected  was  an  Ameri- 
can Redstart  on  the  Hilton  Head  L,  SC 
C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide  NL).  North  of  Florida, 
Ovenbird  is  rare  in  winter  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  except  in  the  Buxton  area  of  Cape  Hat- 
teras, where  it  may  be  uncommon,  exempli- 
fied this  year  by  9 recorded  on  the  Hatteras 
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C.B.C.  27  Dec  (fide  PM).  There  were  three 
sightings  of  Northern  Waterthrush,  another 
rare  but  annual  coastal  wintering  species. 
Another  good  winter  hnd  was  a Wilson’s 
Warbler  on  the  Morehead  City,  NC  C.B.C.  14 
Dec  (ph.  RD).  A scarce  wintering  species,  12 
Yellow-breasted  Chats  represented  a nice 
seasonal  total  for  North  Carolina;  in  Georgia, 
one  was  at  the  Botanical  Gardens  in  Athens 
12  Dec-1  Jan  QMc,  ph.  BO),  and  one  was 
found  dead  in  Lowndes  4 Jan  (BBe). 

There  were  four  sightings  each  of  Summer 
Tanager  and  Western  Tanager,  several  of 
which  spent  most  of  the  period  visiting  resi- 
dential feeders,  which  is  how  most  wintering 
tanagers  are  detected.  Though  the  latter 
species  is  detected  annually  in  the  Region, 
such  a number  of  wintering  Summer  Tanagers 
was  quite  unusual.  At  least  one  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  wintered  in  Edgecombe,  NC  (RD)  for 
the  3rd  consecutive  year;  one  was  near  L. 
Phelps,  NC  for  the  2nd  winter  in  a row  QH, 
CN);  and  one  was  spotted  at  Piedmont 
N.W.R.,  GA  15  Dec  (PWS)  for  the  state’s  5th 
C.B.C.  record.  Only  hve  Lark  Sparrows  were 
reported,  all  in  North  Carolina.  Amidst  scat- 
tered reports  of  Henslow’s  Sparrows  was  a 
high  count  of  10-12  during  a survey  and 
banding  effort  at  the  regular  wintering  site  at 
Paulk’s  Pasture  W.M.A.,  GA  15  Jan  (TK);  spec- 
ulation was  that  as  many  as  30  may  be  using 
the  area.  A fascinating  discovery  was  that  the 
species  is  able  to  maneuver  in  flight  through 
hne-gauge  mist  nets  which  capture  even 
smaller  birds  consistently!  By  far  the  most  in- 
teresting Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  sighting  (among 
eight  in  the  Region)  was  a bird  in  Gordon,  nw. 
GA  30  Dec  (ph.  JSp,  m.ob.).  Georgia  also  host- 
ed what  may  be  the  hrst  (wo  well-documented 
inland  winter  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows 
in  North  America,  one  in  Gordon  30  Dec  (ph. 
JSp)  and  one  at  Eufaula  N.W.R.  2 Feb  (CMc, 
ph.  AM).  Counts  of  Seaside  Sparrows  hit  a 
new  state  C.B.C.  high,  with  1027  in  Georgia. 
Lincoln's  Sparrows  continue  to  increase  in 
winter  across  the  Region,  with  22  noted  this 
season  (13  of  which  were  recorded  on 
C.B.C.s).  A Lapland  Longspur  in  Townville, 
SC  17  Jan  QO,  ABa)  was  the  only  member  of 
its  genus  recorded  in  the  Region. 

Two  Snow  Buntings  spent  time  high  atop 
Max  Patch  Bald,  NC  27  Dec-1  Jan  (MT, 
m.ob.).  An  imm.  male  Rose-breasted  Gros- 


beak made  a fleeting  appearance  at  feeders  on 
Skidaway  L,  GA  23  Dec  (RW)  for  a very  rare 
winter  record;  equally  notable  was  a Blue 
Grosbeak  near  Rocky  Mount,  NC  23  Jan 
(RD).  Interesting  was  an  Indigo  Bunting  fre- 
quenting feeders  in  Glennville,  GA  22  Jan-22 
Feb  (G’W),  while  apparently  still  on  the  rise 
were  wintering  Painted  Buntings,  which  were 
present  in  all  three  states,  including  numer- 
ous inland  reports.  Dickcissels  were  found  at 
the  C.R.N.R.A.  5 Dec  (ph.  DH)  and  at  feeders 
in  Charleston,  SC  12  Dec  (ND)  and  Myrtle 
Beach,  SC  21  Dec  and  2 Jan  (P&ST).  A Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird  from  fall  remained  at 
Bear  Island  W.M.A.,  SC  until  at  least  6 Dec 
(ND);  other  singles  were  on  the  McClel- 
lanville,  SC  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (fide  ND),  in 
Tyrrell,  NC  1 Jan  (RD),  and  in  Loganville,  GA 
1-2  Feb  (ph.  TW).  Thanks  to  birders  partici- 
pating in  the  “Rusty  Blackbird  Blitz”  research 
project  (S.L),  North  and  South  Carolina  were 
among  the  top  eight  U.S.  states  in  mean  num- 
ber of  birds  found  per  wintering  site  (58.3 
and  49.7,  respectively);  L.  Conestee,  SC  and 
Tanglewood,  NC  both  qualihed  as  “super 
hotspots,”  with  300  individuals  reported 
from  each  (S.L).  In  Georgia,  1414  Rusties  es- 
tablished the  2nd  highest  C.B.C.  total,  and 
806  on  the  Piedmont  N.W.R.-Rum  Creek 
C.B.C.  15  Dec  (fide  TJ)  made  the  4th  highest 
total  in  any  North  American  circle  this  win- 
ter. The  most  significant  among  Brewer’s 
Blackbird  sightings  was  a flock  of  50-70  in 
Townville,  SC  17-22  Jan  (ph.  JO,  m.ob.).  The 
Region’s  first  well-documented  Bronzed 
Cowbird  in  Charleston,  SC  was  last  observed 
4 Jan  (ND).  A rare  record  of  Bullock’s  Oriole 
was  provided  by  a male  visiting  feeders  in 
Stallings,  NC  1 Feb  OSc);  Baltimore  Orioles 
were  present  in  average  numbers  at  feeders  in 
all  three  states. 

Despite  a slow  start  and  no  indication  of  a 
major  irruption.  Purple  Finches  did  stage  a 
notable  incursion  into  the  Region  this  win- 
ter, with  403  recorded  on  C.B.C.s  (252  in 
North  Carolina)  and  reports  of  small  flocks 
at  feeders  in  all  three  states.  Among  a few 
Red  Crossbill  sightings  were  15  on  the  Chat- 
tahoochee N.F,  GA  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide  JP) 
and  21  in  Rabun,  GA  31  Jan  (KB);  a flock 
again  appeared  sporadically  at  feeders  in 
White,  GA  (JM),  where  they  were  first  noted 
in  spring  2008. 


Addenda:  Doug  Hoffmann  located  and  pho- 
tographed 12  Bridled  Terns  and  12  Brown 
Noddies  at  Cumberland  1.,  GA  24  Aug,  short- 
ly after  the  passage  of  Tropical  Storm  Fay. 
These  were  not  listed  in  the  fall  2008  report 
or  in  the  Changing  Seasons  essay  that  treated 
records  potentially  associated  with  tropical 
cyclones;  images  of  some  of  these  terns  are  in- 
cluded in  this  issue. 

Corrigendum:  In  the  fall  season  report,  the 
Pine  Siskin  arrival  date  at  Maxeys,  GA  listed 
as  3 Oct  should  have  been  23  Oct.  In  the  sum- 
mer report,  an  active  nest  of  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  reported  in  Murray,  GA  was  actu- 
ally in  Farrnin,  GA. 

Contributors:  Anne  Baker  (ABa),  Larry  Bar- 
den, Fred  Bassett,  Giff  Beaton,  Brad  Bergstrom 
(BBe),  Ken  Blankenship,  Rich  Boyd,  Allen 
Boynton  (ABo),  Bob  Bradley,  Allen  Bryan, 
Steve  Calver,  Susan  Campbell  (hummingbird 
data),  Derb  Carter  (DCa),  Dave  Catron  (DaC), 
Ron  Clark,  Fd  Corey,  Doreen  Cubie,  Ricky 
Davis,  Fric  Dean,  Nathan  Dias,  Bill  Dobbins, 
Adam  D’Onofrio,  Dean  Edwards,  Nathan  Far- 
nau,  Jim  Flynn  QFl),  Dennis  Forsythe,  Wade 
Fuller,  John  Fussell,  Jack  Fennell  OFe).  Al 
Gamache,  Clay  George,  John  Gerwin,  Aaron 
Given  (AGi),  Lex  Glover,  John  Grego  OGi)- 
John  Haire,  Warren  Harrington,  Malcolm 
Hodges,  David  Hodgson,  Robert  Holmes,  Hop 
Hopkins,  Gene  Howe,  Daniel  Jacobson,  Terry 
Johnson,  Gene  Keferl,  Tim  Keyes,  Chris  Lam- 
brecht,  Pete  Laurie,  Vernon  Laux,  Harry 
LeGrand,  Doug  LeQuire,  Jeff  Lewis,  Henry 
Link  (HLi),  Nan  Lloyd,  Bill  Lotz,  Ken  Lund- 
strom,  Dwayne  Martin,  John  McChatchey, 
Chris  McClure  (CMc),  Mary  McDavit 
(MMcD),  Ross  McGregor  (RMc),  David 
McLean  (DMc),  Grant  McCreary,  Patty 
McLean  (PMc),  Joel  McNeal  QMc),  Max  Med- 
ley (MMe),  Austin  Mercadante,  Patricia 
Moore,  Ron  Morris,  Charlie  Muise,  Jim  Mul- 
holland  QMu),  Christian  Newton,  Jeff  O’Con- 
nell, Bill  O’Grady,  Matthew  Odress,  Johnny 
Parks,  Brian  Patteson,  Inc.  (BPI),  Jesse  Pope 
QPo),  Dick  Rosche,  Beth  Roth,  John  Scavetto 
QSc),  Lynn  Schlup,  Michael  Schultz,  Harry 
Sell,  Jeff  Sewell  OSe),  Dave  Snyder,  Jacob  So- 
colar.  Josh  Southern  QSo),  Joshua  Spence 
QSp),  Lois  Stacey  (LSt),  Paul  W.  Sykes,  Jr. 
(PWS),  Karen  and  Luke  Theodorou,  Lydia 
Thompson,  Rusty  Trump  (hummingbird 
data),  Mike  Turner,  Phil  and  Sharon  Turner, 
Emil  Urban,  Peter  Vankevich,  Dan  Vickers, 
Thad  Weed,  Scott  Weidensaul,  Russ  Wigh, 
Brad  Winn,  Bob  Zaremba.  O 


Ken  Blankenship,  3774  Tulip  Tree  Road 

Marietta,  Georgia  30066,  (kenhblankenship@comcast.net) 


^ A One  of  the  two  largest  irruptions  of  Pine  Siskins  on  record  continued  throughout  the  period  (the  other  being  winter 
1987-1988),  with  reports  from  every  corner  of  the  Region,  including  large  numbers  at  feeders  all  the  way  to  the  s. 
coastal  plain  of  Georgia.  Flocks  of  30-50  birds  descending  upon  and  dominating  feeding  stations  were  virtually  commonplace: 
boisterous  crowds  of  300-400  in  Catawba,  NC  13  Jan  (DM)  and  400-t-  in  Washington,  GA  17  Jan  (LS)  were  exemplary  among 
many  reports  of  1 OO-t  siskins  at  single  sites.  Previous  high  counts  were  smashed  on  Christmas  counts  throughout  the  Region; 
record  state  C.B.C.  totals  of  2326  in  Georgia  and  a whopping  3038  in  North  Carolina  attest  to  the  magnitude  of  this  invasion. 
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The  winter  was  a memorable  one  for 
cold  weather.  Early  freezing  tempera- 
tures reached  as  far  south  as  Ocala, 
and  on  21  January,  Orlando  experienced  its 
first  signihcant  freeze  in  five  years.  That  was 
only  the  first  of  four  nights  that  brought 
freezing  temperatures  sometimes  as  far  south 
as  Lake  Okeechobee  and  frost  even  farther 
south.  However,  the  temperatures  in  the  cen- 
tral and  southern  peninsula  did  not  drop  suf- 
hciently  low  or  for  sufficient  duration  to  do 
extensive  damage  to  native,  and  most  exotic, 
plants.  Much  of  Florida,  especially  the  penin- 
sula, began  the  season  with  low  rainfall 
dehcits  and  ended  in  genuine  drought.  The 
cold  temperatures  did  not  have  any  apparent 
long-term  effects  bringing  birds  into  the  state 
early  or  in  greater  numbers,  or  pushing  them 
farther  south.  In  fact  the  number  of  Neotrop- 
ical migrants  that  linger  into  December  or  at- 
tempt to  winter  increases  each  year.  High- 
lights included  Florida’s  second  Neotropic 
Cormorant,  hrst  Rough-legged  Hawk  speci- 
men, potential  hrst  Vega  Gull,  and  eighth 
Allen’s  Hummingbird. 

Abbreviations/dehnitions:  FO.S.R.C  (Florida 
Ornithological  Society  Records  Committee); 
Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.E  (Ft.  Walton  Beach  Spray 
Fields,  Okaloosa)-,  L.  Apopka  (L.  Apopka 
Restoration  Area,  Orange  unless  otherwise 
stated);  Paynes  Prairie  (Paynes  Prairie  Pre- 
serve S.P.,  Alachua)-,  record  (only  those  re- 
ports verihable  from  photograph,  videotape, 
or  specimen  evidence);  report  (any  observa- 
tion); S.T.A.  5 (Stormwater  Treatment  Area  5, 
Hendry)-  UF  (Florida  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory, Gainesville). 


WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  HAWKS 

Apparently  breeding  year-round 
in  the  s.  peninsula,  a pair  of 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
had  4 young  at  Alva,  Lee  7 Dec 
(Vince  McGrath,  CE).  Geese 
were  widely  distributed  through- 
out the  state.  A Greater  White- 
fronted  in  se.  Baker  last  fall  con- 
tinued through  18  Dec  (DoR, 
BR);  3 lingered  at  Paynes  Prairie 
9-22  Dec  OoH,  Howard  Adams). 
At  least  one  of  2 Ross’s  Geese  at 
Merritt  Island  N.W.R.,  Brevard 
last  fall  remained  through  16  Feb 
(m.ob.),  while  one  at  Paynes 
Prairie  30  Jan  (CIG,  AdK  et  al.) 
was  the  hrst  for  Alachua.  Snow 
Geese,  all  of  the  white  morph,  reached  s. 
Florida  at  Port  Charlotte,  Charlotte  20  Feb 
(one;  ph.  J.  William  & Eleanor  Marr)  and 
Stock  1.,  Monroe  the  week  before  New  Years 
Day  (2;  fide  CrG).  Goodrich  found  a small 
Canada  Goose,  probably  of  the  subspecies 
paiyipes,  on  Stock  1.  2 Jan+.  Wild  Canada 
Geese  are  rare  in  Florida,  and  small  birds 
have  been  reported  only  four  times,  includ- 
ing 2 other  singles  this  winter  at  Kissimmee, 
Osceola  17  Dec  (ph.  Chad  Anderson)  and 


Frog  Pond  W.M.A.,  Miami-Dade  27  Dec-10 
Jan  (ph.  William  Boeringer,JHB).  Continuing 
from  fall  were  2 Brant  at  Snake  Bight,  Ever- 
glades N.P,  Monroe  through  3 Jan  (JHB). 
During  the  past  decade.  Mute  Swans  have  ap- 
peared occasionally  along  the  coasts,  and  this 
winter,  there  were  hve  reports  from  Brevard 
that  may  pertain  to  only  2 unbanded  swans: 
from  Mims  and  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  s.  to 
Viera,  up  to  2 were  reported  24  Jan-17  Feb 
(Doug  Stucky,  ph.  David  Hilquist,  m.ob.).  At 


S.T.A.  5,  up  to  2 Eurasian  Wigeons  lingered 
13  Dec-17  Jan  (ME  et  al),  and  2 from  fall  at 
Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  remained  through  15 
Feb  (m.ob.).  Along  the  coasts  of  the  cen. 
peninsula,  203  Mallard  x Mottled  Duck  hy- 
brids were  counted  on  four  C.B.C.s.  A Blue- 
winged Teal  X Cinnamon  Teal  drake  visited 
Cockroach  Bay,  Hillsborough  9-19  Jan  (ph. 
Steven  Stedman,  PuL,  EK),  and  Florida’s  9th 
Eurasian  Teal  was  a one-day-wonder  at  St. 
Marks  N.W.R.,  Wakulla  15  Feb  (Bob  Landry). 
At  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet,  Volusia  a female 
Common  Eider  was  seen  16  Dec  (MBr),  and 
a second-year  male  was  found  moribund  at 
Palm  Coast,  Flagler  27  Feb  (MBr;  *UF).  Ca- 
sual inland,  2 White-winged  Scoters  were  at 
L.  Butler,  Union  9-15  Feb,  and  4 at  Cherry  L., 
Madison  23  Jan  accompanied  one  Surf  Scoter 
QoH  et  al.).  Two  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  at 
Ft.  Island  Gulf  Beach  Park,  Citrus  15  & 30 
Dec  (Pat  Bazany  Jeff  Fisher),  and  singles 
were  in  Brevard  at  Cape  Canaveral  16  Dec 
(ph.  Danny  Bales)  and  Port  Canaveral  20 
Dec+  (ph.  MH  et  al.).  Bufllehead  and  Com- 
mon Goldeneye  are  typically  rare  inland.  Buf- 
fleheads  were  widely  distributed  in  the  cen. 
peninsula,  but  there  were  only  two  reports  of 
goldeneyes,  one  of  which  was  far  s.  at  Sad- 
dlebags L.,  Highlands  30  Dec  (Michael 
Leahy).  Even  rarer  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  a 


Common  Goldeneye  was  on  the  Halifax  R,, 
Port  Orange,  Volusia  4-10  Jan  (Meret  Wilson, 
ph.  MBr),  and  3 males  were  on  the  Indian  R., 
Titusville,  Brevard  24-25  Jan  (MH,  ph.  MG  et 
al.).  Furnishing  Florida’s  8th  Masked  Duck 
report  since  1992  (about  40  reports,  histori- 
cally), one  was  rather  far  n.  at  Lake  City,  Co- 
lumbia 15Jan+  (PAB,  ph.  JoH). 

Red-throated  Loons  were  reported  in  Bre- 
vard (2;  MH,  Hyta  Mederer,  *UF)  and  off  Al- 
ligator Pt.,  Wakulla  29  Jan  (2;  MBc).  A Pacific 


Florida's  second  Neotropic  Cormorant  (right)  was  at  Boca  Chica  Key,  Monroe  County  1 2 (here  1 8)  January  through  1 7 Febru- 
ary 2009,  the  same  location  as  the  first.  Photograph  by  Carl  Goodrich. 
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This  Harlan's  Hawk  at  Fort  Walton  Beach  Spray  Fields, 

Okaloosa  County,  Florida  15-17  (here  17)  December  2008 
represented  just  the  second  for  the  state.  Photograph  by 
Rob  Palmer. 


Loon  was  identified  at  Manatee  Hammock 
Park,  Bellwood.  Brevard  2 Dec  (MG,  RB),  but 
in  the  panhandle,  up  to  5 were  off  Gulf 
Breeze,  Santa  Rosa  22-23  Dec  (L&RAD).  The 
last  of  the  Least  Grebe  family  at  Yamato 
Scrub  N.A.,  Boca  Raton,  Palm  Beach  was  one 
f7  Feb  (ph.  Rick  Brigham  et  al.).  A pair  of 
Pied-billed  Grebes  with  chicks  at  Viera  6 Feb 
(Steve  Coester)  was  more  than  a month  earli- 
er than  most.  The  season’s  only  Eared  Grebe 
was  at  Cherry  L.  23  Jan  (JoH,  DoR).  Up  to  16 
American  Flamingos  were  reported  at  Snake 
Bight  9 Dec  (fide  RT). 

The  Christmas  count  held  17  Dec  at  Dry 
Tortugas  N.P.,  Monroe  recorded  its  first  Cory’s 
Shearwater  and  counts  of  47  Masked  and  40 


Brown  Boobies.  Another  Brown  was  noted 
near  East  Key,  Monroe  19  Dec  (Andy  Day  et 
al.).  Brown  Pelicans  winter  in  small  numbers 
inland,  mainly  in  the  cen.  peninsula;  this  sea- 
son, 36  were  tallied  at  Lakeland,  Polk 
(C.B.C.),  where  a pair  successfully  nested  last 
spring.  Florida’s  2nd  Neotropic  Cormorant 
returned  to  Boca  Chica  Key,  Monroe  12Jan-17 
Feb  (ph.  CrG,  m.ob,).  Returning  for  a 3rd  sea- 
son was  a Great  Cormorant  at  John  U.  Lloyd 
S.P.,  Broward  15  Dec-9  Feb  (BR,  ph.  John 
Schwarz).  'White-faced  Ibis  singles  appeared 
at  fairly  reliable  locations  in  Florida:  Paynes 
Prairie  6 Dec-21  Feb  (ReR,  MaH  et  al);  St. 
Marks  N.W.R.  17-31  Jan  (Chris  Borg,  Chris 
Mason);  and  Lake  City  13  Feb+  (David  Simp- 
son et  al.). 

Early  to  return.  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were 
seen  16  Eeb  at  Englewood,  Sarasota  (Susan 
Daughtrey)  and  San  Eelisco  Hammock  Pre- 
serve S.P.,  Alachua  (4;  Ron  Goates). 

Short-tailed  Hawks  were  at  several  loca- 
tions in  the  n.-cen.  peninsula,  where  they  are 
casual  in  winter:  L.  Jesup,  Seminole  through- 
out the  season  (Wes  Biggs); 
Merritt  1.  15  & 20  Dec  (RB, 
Richard  Novier  et  al.);  New 
Port  Richey,  Pasco  2 Jan  (John 
Kenney);  near  Micco,  Brevard 
3 Jan  (Jason  Frederick);  and 
DeLand,  Volusia  18  Jan  (ph, 
Peter  May).  Rare  White-tailed 
Kites  successfully  fledged  3 
young  at  Three  Lakes  W.M.A., 
Osceola  (ph.  BS,  BHA).  Others 
were  at  Rottenberger  W.M.A. , 
Palm  Beach  3 Jan  (Stephen 
Buezynski);  S.T.A.  5 on  27  Dec 
(ME);  Homestead,  Miami- 
Dade  9 Dec  (fide  RT);  and  Long 
Pine  Key,  Everglades  N.P,  Mia- 
mi-Dade  1 Jan-5  Eeb  (2;  JHB, 
RD,  PWS  et  al.).  Casual  in 
Florida,  a Harlan’s  Hawk  was 
at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.F., 
Okaloosa  15-17  Dec  (DW,  ph.  Rob  Palmer). 
Florida’s  first  Rough-legged  Hawk  specimen 
(3rd  accepted  report),  a dark  morph,  died  af- 
ter engaging  a Red-tailed  Hawk  at  Edgewater, 
Volusia  5 Dec  (fide  MBr,  *UF). 


RAILS  THROUGH  LARIDS 

A Yellow  Rail  near  Sumatra,  Liberty  25  Jan 
(Bryan  Rapoza  et  al.)  provided  the  only  report 
of  the  species.  Limpkins  have  been  declining 
in  the  big  bend;  6 at  Tallahassee,  Leon  19  Jan 
(RL)  was  a good  recent  count.  Greater  Sand- 
hill Cranes  wintering  at  Paynes  Prairie  began 
their  return  flight  early,  when  about  100  flew 
n.  over  Alachua  27  Jan  (RoR). 

Late  American  Golden-Plovers  paused  at 
Green  Key,  Pasco  2 Dec  (ph.  KT),  and  L. 
Apopka  5 Dec  (HR).  Rare  on  the  Atlantic 
coast,  single  Snowy  Plovers  were  at  Huguenot 
Military  Park,  Duval  11  Dec  (BR)  and  Cran- 
don  Park  Beach,  Miami-Dade  9 Jan-r  (RD, 
m.ob..).  Thirty-four  Piping  Plovers  at  Cran- 
don  Park  Beach  (RD)  was  the  state’s  high 
count  for  the  season.  A banded  Piping  at 
Navarre  Beach  Park,  Santa  Rosa  in  Nov  had 
been  banded  at  Vermillion,  SD  28  Jun  2007 


This  Killdeer  chick  at  the  Tomoka  Correctional  Facility,  Day- 
tona Beach,  Volusia  County  1 1 December  2008  provides  the 
latest  breeding  report  in  Florida  by  four  months!  Photo- 
graph by  Michael  Brothers. 

(fide  L&RAD).  Black-necked  Stilts  continue 
to  winter  at  more  locales  and  in  greater  num- 
bers, with  104  at  S.T.A.  5 on  3 Jan  (ME).  Five 
reports  of  Solitary  Sandpipers  spanned  the 
state  from  Tallahassee  (GM)  to  Sarasota  (Jeff 
Palmer,  ph.  BP).  Five  Long-billed  Curlews 
made  an  average  count  for  the  season,  but  one 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  at  St.  Augustine,  St. 
Johns  20  Dec  Wheat,  BR)  was  rare. 

High  counts  of  Red  Knots  included  118  at 
Honeymoon  Island  S.P,  Pinellas  27  Jan  (D. 
Gagne  et  al.)  and  650  at  Talbot  L,  Duval  5 Jan 
(RC).  Single  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were 
photographed  at  Paynes  Prairie  26  Dec-3  Jan 
(MaH,  JoH)  and  near  Russell  Key,  Monroe  19 
Dec  (RG  et  al).  Purple  Sandpipers  were  re- 
ported from  most  Atlantic  rock  jetties  s.  to 


; ) A This  season,  14  hatch-year  Whooping  Cranes  followed  ultralight  aircraft  from  Necedah  N.W.R.,  Wl,  to  St.  Marks 
' N.W.R.  and  Chassahowitzka  N.W.R.  They  are  a part  of  the  Eastern  Migratory  Whooping  Crane  population,  87  strong 
as  of  Feb  2009,  most  of  which  winter  in  n.  Florida,  (<http://dnr.wi.gov/org/iand/er/birds/wcrane/wcrane2009- 
february.htm>).  Up  to  15  of  the  cranes  wintered  at  Paynes  Prairie  (ReR,  Lloyd  Davis  et  al.)  and  Weeki  Wachee,  Hernando 
(A&BH,  MG).  Not  so  bright  is  the  future  of  Florida's  nonmigratory  Whooping  Crane  population  in  the  cen.  peninsula.  The  Flori- 
da Fish  and  Wildlife  Conservation  Commission  announced  that  it  is  recommending  no  further  releases  of  captive-raised 
cranes  for  that  population.  Of  the  289  cranes  released  between  1993  and  2004,  only  31  survived  as  of  Nov  2008;  of  31  chicks 
that  have  hatched,  only  9 fledged  (<http://research.myfwc.com/news/view_article.asp?id=31345>). 


Representing  Florida's  third  accepted  record  of  Rough-legged  Hawk,  this  dark- 
morph  bird  died  shortly  after  engaging  a Red-tailed  Hawk  at  Edgewater,  Volusia 
County  5 December  2009.  Photograph  by  Michael  Brothers. 
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r On  21  Jan,  a color-banded  Lesser  Black-backed  6u!i  was  photographed  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores  {MB  et  al).  Banded 
3r\hy  Julie  Ellis  in  Jun  2008  at  Appledore  island,  ME,  this  bird  was  paired  with  a Herring  Gull  for  presumably  the  2nd  year 
there  and  constituted  the  3rd  recorded  breeding  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in  Horth  America.  It  was  seen  again  23  Feb  (CT). 

Farther  s.,  at  the  Central  Disposal  Facility,  Cocoa,  Brevard  on  20  Mar,  a color-banded  first-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed-type 
was  photographed  (MH) — one  of  the  two  offspring  of  the  Appledore  I.  mixed  pair!  See  Ellis,  J.  C.,  M.  C Stoddard,  and  L W. 
Clark.  2007.  Breeding  bya  Lesser  Biack-backed  Gull  {Lerusfusm)  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  North  America.  North  American  Birds 
61 : 546-548;  <http://sites.google.com/site/appiedorelbbg/>. 


Port  Canaveral  (ph./ide  AB);  rarer  was  one  at 
the  Gulfs  North  Skyway  Bridge,  Pinellas  20- 
22  Dec  (Susan  Harris,  ph.  RoS  et  al.).  Casual 
in  winter,  a Ruff  remained  at  Myakka  River 
S.E  28  Dec-4  Feb  (Louise  Simard,  ph.  m.ob.). 
Unexpected  was  a Wilsons  Phalarope  at  Big 
Lagoon  S.P.,  Escambia  21  Jan  (Jan  Osborne  et 
al).  Off  Port  Canaveral,  at  least  10  Red 
Phalaropes  were  found  26  Jan  (MBr  et  al). 

Thousands  of  gulls  from  the  Tomoka  Land- 
fill, Daytona  Beach,  Volusia  stage  at  Daytona 


Beach  Shores  in  the  late  afternoon  before  fly- 
ing out  to  the  open  ocean  to  roost.  Highlights 
there  included  an  unexpected  Franklin’s  in  al- 
ternate plumage  27  Jan  (ph.  MBr);  a first-cy- 
cle California  Gull  5 Dec  and  20  Feb  (ph. 
MBr);  up  to  3 apparent  Herring  Gull  x Glau- 
cous Gull  hybrids  13  Jan+  (m.ob.);  an  appar- 
ent ad.  Vega  Gull  2 Jan-25  Feb  (ph.  MBr), 
marking  Florida’s  first  record  of  the  vegae  sub- 
species of  Herring  Gull,  if  accepted  by  the 
EO.S.R.C.;  at  least  one  Thayer’s  12-25  Jan 
(ph.  MBr,  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  PuL  et  al);  4 first- 
cycle  Iceland  Gulls  17  Jan-t  (MBr,  m.ob.);  and 
at  least  3 first-cycle  Glaucous  27  Jan+  (MBr, 
L&BA,  BHA  et  al.). 

Reports  of  Iceland  and  Glaucous  Gulls  are 
increasing  annually.  Lone  Iceland  Gulls  were 
reported  at  Ft.  Clinch  S.P.,  Nassau  (ph. 
Patrick  Leary);  the  St.  Johns  R.,  Duval  (BR); 
Port  Canaveral  (ph.  MH);  and  Ft.  Island  Gulf 
Beach  Park  (m.ob.).  Five  Glaucous  reports 
ranged  from  Ponce  Inlet  (MBr)  s,  to  Sebastian 
Inlet  S.P.,  Brevard  (AB  et  al);  on  the  Gulf, 


where  very  rare,  one  was  in  Escambia  11-18 
Jan  (L&RAD  et  al).  A Black-headed  Gull  vis- 
ited Cutler  Wetlands,  Miami-Dade  7-13  Feb 
(PBi,  ph.  Trey  Mitchell  et  al).  Single  patagial- 
tagged  Ring-billed  Gulls  were  photographed 
at  Gamble  Rogers  S.R.A.,  Flagler  23  Dec  and 
at  Titusville  19  Feb  (CT);  Tague  received  in- 
formation from  Thomas  W.  Seamans,  wildlife 
biologist  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, that  these  gulls  were  tagged  at  Chica- 
go, IL  in  2007/2008,  and  that  the  Titusville 
gull  was  likely  a female 
tagged  at  L.  Calumet 
colony  10  May  2007.  A 
presumed  ad.  Laugh- 
ing Gull  X Ring-billed 
Gull  hybrid  was  pho- 
tographed at  Flamin- 
go, Everglades  N.P., 
Monroe  in  early  Feb 
(LaM,  fide  LA),  Local 
and  rare  on  the  Gulf,  at 
least  5 Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  on 
Pinellas  C.B.C.s  and 
one  in  Sarasota  at  Lido 
Beach  21  Jan  (Eric 
Walters).  A count  of 
100  Sooty  Terns  at  Dry  Tortugas  N.P.  17  Dec 
was  the  highest  for  that  early  date  (C.B.C.). 
Late  were  a Black  Tern  at  Newnans  L., 
Gainesville,  Alachua  14  Dec  (Andy  Kratter) 
and  single  Common  Terns  at  Sebastian  Inlet 
S.E  6 Dec  (Carl  Edwards,  ph.  AB)  and  Dry 
Tortugas  N.E  17  Dec  (RG,  ph.  LaM  et  al). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

while  8 White-winged  Doves  in  the  panhan- 
dle in  Bay  at  Panama  City  and  Lyn  Haven 
(Gail  Casteel  et  al.)  were  likely  from  wild  w. 
populations,  the  provenance  of  one  al  Dry 
Tortugas  N.P.  17  Dec  (C.B.C.)  was  less  clear, 
as  little  is  known  about  post-breeding  disper- 
sal of  Florida’s  introduced  population.  Now 
very  rare  in  the  state,  up  to  5 Smooth-billed 
Anis  were  at  their  Old  Griffin  Rd.,  Dania 
Beach,  Broward  location  (m.ob.).  The  only 
Groove-billed  Ani  report  came  from  L.  Apop- 
ka 7 Dec  (HR).  The  panhandle’s  unique  Bur- 
rowing Owl  breeding  colony  at  Eglin  A.EB., 
Okaloosa  yielded  a count  of  only  12  (7  Dec; 


LF).  Casual  in  the  big  bend,  a lone  Burrowing 
Owl  remained  at  St.  George  Island,  Franklin 
20  Dec-24  Jan  (ph.  Alan  Knothe  et  al).  A 
Short-eared  Owl  at  L.  Apopka  from  the  fall 
through  16  Jan  furnished  the  Region’s  only  re- 
port (HR).  Lesser  Nighthawks  were  reported 
at  usual  haunts  in  Miami-Dade  and  Monroe 
(RD).  A Common  Nighthawk  was  sporadic 
over  L.  Apopka  25  Jan-8  Feb  (HR),  and  a 
silent  nighthawk,  probably  a Common,  was 
over  Sarasota  celery  fields  22  Dec  (Jeanne 
Dubi).  Early  at  Key  West,  Monroe  was  a 
Chuck-will’s-widow  16  Feb  (CrG).  Fred  Bas- 
sett banded  hummingbirds  mainly  from  Pen- 
sacola, Escambia  to  Gainesville:  7 Buff-bel- 
lied; 43  Ruby-throated;  9 Black-chinned;  4 
Calliope;  and  12  Rufous.  Farther  s.  at  Lake- 
land, Polk,  he  banded  Florida’s  8th  Allen’s 
Hummingbird,  a male- that  remained  28 
Jan-25  Feb  (ph.  Joe  Misiaszek,  m.ob.). 

Sixteen  was  the  highest  daily  count  of  Least 
Flycatchers  at  L.  Apopka  (C.B.C.);  other 
Leasts  were  reported  at  two  locations  in  Mia- 
mi-Dade (RD,  JHB).  Florida’s  15th  Say’s 
Phoebe,  near  Astatula,  Lake  and  probably  a re- 
turnee from  last  winter,  continued  from 
fall-22  Feb  (Laurence  Connor,  m.ob.).  Only  2 
Vermilion  Flycatchers  were  reported,  a male  at 
Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.F  15  Dec-12  Feb  (DW  et 
al.)  and  a female  at  Lake  City  28  Feb  (Diane 
Reed).  Six  was  the  Ash-throated  Flycatcher 
high  count  at  L.  Apopka  this  season  (HR); 
elsewhere,  singles  were  at  Paynes  Prairie  14 
Dec  (Earl  Scales,  AdK);  near  The  Villages, 
Lake  15  Feb  OJD);  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  5 & 
15  Dec  (MH  et  al);  and  Pelican  Island  N.W.R. , 


This  presumed  adult  Laughing  Gull  x Ring-billed  Gull  hy- 
brid was  photographed  at  Flamingo,  Everglades  National 
Park,  Monroe  County,  Florida  in  early  February  2009.  Pho- 
tograph by  Larry  Manfredi. 

Indian  River  from  fall-6  Dec  (Jim  Flynn, 
m.ob.).  Lone  Brown-crested  Flycatchers  were 
at  two  locations  at  L.  Apopka,  Lake  2 Dec  (AV) 
and  Orange  26  Dec  (BHA,  AB  et  al),  while  up 
to  4 were  identified  at  Long  Pine  Key  and 
vicinity  16  Dec-18  Jan  (RD,  MBe).  A La 
Sagra’s  Flycatcher  was  photographed  at  Key 
West  18  Feb  (CrG).  One  of  last  fall’s  2 Tropi- 
cal Kingbirds  at  “Dump  Marsh,”  Miami-Dade 


Single  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  were  photographed  in  Florida  near  Russell  Key,  Monroe 
County  19  December  2009  (left)  and  at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  State  Park,  Alachua  County 
26  December  2008  through  3 (here)  January  2009.  Photographs  by  Rafael  Galvez  (left)  and 
John  Hintermister  (right). 
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This  coior-banded  (FOS)  adult  Lesser  Biack-backed  Gull  (left)  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores,  Volusia 


County,  Florida,  present  21  (here)  January  through  23  February  2009,  had  been  banded  in 
June  2008  at  Appledore  Island,  Maine,  while  it  was  mated  with  a Herring  Gull.  At  the  Central 
Disposal  Facility,  Cocoa,  Brevard  County,  Florida,  one  (right)  of  the  two  young  banded  in  the 
nest  of  that  mixed  mating  was  found  20  March  2009.  Photograph  by  Michael  Brothers  (left) 
and  Mitchell  Harris  (right). 


continued  through  the  season  (m.ob.).  Single 
Cassin’s  Kingbirds  were  at  L.  Apopka  9 (MH) 
& 31  jan  OJD)  and  S.T.A.  5 between  13  and 
27  Dec  (ME  et  ah),  where  the  species  has  been 
found  in  previous  years.  Distinguished  by  a 
broken  tip  to  a left  rectrix  (r6).  last  fall’s  Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher  at  Pelican  Island  N.W.R.  was 
last  seen  4 Dec  (m.ob.)  but  was  photographed 
450  km  to  the  nw.  at  Alligator  Point  25  Dec 
(jM)  for  a first  Big  Bend  record. 

Casual  in  winter,  a Bell’s  Vireo  was  at 
Southern  Glades  Wildlife  Environmental 
Area,  Miami-Dade  31  Jan  (RT).  Of  13  Yellow- 
throated  Vireos  reported  this  winter,  9 were 
seen  in  jan/Feb  and  likely  wintered;  one  of 
these  was  n,  of  L.  Okeechobee  at  Cocoa  Beach 
(Phyllis  Mansfield).  An  amazing  14  Horned 
Larks  (3  singing)  were  found  in  agricultural 
fields  in  Jackson  4 Jan  (AB,  Saraiya  Ruano, 
BHA).  Purple  Martins  were  early,  with  at  least 
five  Jan  reports,  the  earliest  at  Long  Key  N.A., 
Broward  11  Jan  (BR).  Away  from  colonies. 
Cave  Swallows  were  seen  in  Monroe:  one  at 
Boca  Chica  Key  4 Feb  was  identified  as  a 
Caribbean  bird  (PWS,  Audrey  Whitlock), 
whereas  3 at  Key  West  6 Feb  were  identified 
as  pallida  (CrC).  No  Barn  Swallows  were  re- 
ported to  have  wintered;  the  latest  was  at  St. 
Augustine  20  Dec  (Veronica  Peterson  et  ah). 
A Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was  far  s.  at  Lake 
Monroe  C.A.,  Volusia  21  Jan  (Ray  Scory). 
Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were  s.  to  L.  Apop- 
ka (HR)  and  Christmas  (LoM  et  ah),  both  Or- 
ange, and  St.  Petersburg  (Don  Margeson).  An 
American  Pipit  at  Dry  Toriugas  N.P.  17  Dec 
was  rare  (Michelle  Davis,  ph.  LaM).  The  only 
Sprague’s  Pipits  reported  were  at  two  reliable 
sites:  Eglin  A.FB.  (LF)  and  Apalachicola, 
Franklin  (up  to  3;  CrG,JM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Late  warbler  migrants  included  a Yellow  in 
Escambia  13  Dec  (Ann  Ziccardi  et  a!.);  Black- 


throated  Green  at 
Gainesville  14  Dec 
(PAB,  Martha  King); 
Prairie  at  Tallahassee 
7-13  Dec  (CM);  sin- 
gle American  Red- 
starts at  Gainesville 
14  Dec  (Scott  Robin- 
son), Melrose,  Put- 
nam 18  Dec  (Will- 
iam Bolte),  and  St. 
Marks  N.W.R,  20 
Dec  (Eric  Shaw  et 
ah);  and  a Hooded  at 
Long  Pine  Key  16 
Dec  (RD).  Warblers 
casual  in  winter 
were  a Tennessee  at 
Bill  Sadowski  Park,  Miami,  Miami-Dade  4 Feb 
(RT);  Blackburnian  at  Castellow  Hammock, 
Miami-Dade  10  Jan  (]HB  et  al);  and  3 Pro- 
thonotaries  at  Coot  Bay,  Everglades  N.P,  Mon- 
roe 3 Jan  (PBi).  Western  warblers  included 
single  Audubon’s  Warblers  at  Pembroke 
Pines,  Broward  13  Dec  (Angel  & Mariel 
Abreu)  and  at  L.  Apopka,  Lake  15-26  Dec  (AV, 
AB,  BHA)  and  lone  Black-throated  Gray  War- 
blers at  Venice,  Sarasota  16  Dec  (Virginia 
Bates)  and  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Broward  17-28  Jan 
(RT  et  al).  Rare  in  Florida,  single  Nashville 
and  Wilson's  Warblers 
appeared  in  near-normal 
numbers  (six  reports, 
each),  the  former  from 
cen.  Florida  southward, 
the  latter  from  cen.  Flori- 
da northward.  Warblers 
far  n.  of  their  usual  win- 
ter range  included  a 
Northern  Parula  at  Jack- 
sonville, Duval  27  Dec 
(Anne  Turner);  Yellow  at 
Apalachicola  28  Dec  QM 
et  al);  Magnolia  at  Gene- 
va, Seminole  28  Dec 
(Sarah  Linney  et  al);  sin- 
gle Black-throated  Blues 
near  Ocala,  Marion  2 Jan 
(Peg  Urban)  and  Lake- 
land 28  Jan-11  Feb 
(m.ob.);  and  Prairie  at  Ft. 

Walton  Beach  S.F  21  Jan  (RAD).  Two  Pines 
were  at  Dry  Tortugas  N.P  17  Dec  (C.B.C.); 
there  are  fewer  than  five  reports  from  this  lo- 
cation (ph.  LaM).  Early  spring  migrants  in- 
cluded a Prairie  and  10  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  at  Key  West  6 & 26  Feb,  respec- 
tively (CrG).  A leucistic  Palm  Warbler  was  at 
Orlando  Wetlands  Park,  Orange  1-10  Feb 
(BHA,  ph.  Larry  Taylor  et  al).  Up  to  30 
Northern  Waterthrushes  were  found  in  a sin- 


gle day  at  L.  Apopka  (HR).  A remarkable  17 
reports  of  Louisiana  Waterthrush  were  re- 
ceived from  throughout  the  pen.,  but  14  were 
only  in  Dec  or  Feb  and  thus  potentially  mi- 
grants rather  than  individuals  that  spent  the 
entire  winter.  A Bananaquit  was  a one-day- 
wonder  at  Spanish  River  Park,  Boca  Raton  25 
Feb  (Pinya  Cohen,  Rick  Newman  et  al). 
About  20  reports  of  Summer  Tanagers 
throughout  the  state  involved  individuals  vis- 
iting feeding  stations  most  of  the  winter.  The 
only  Western  Tanager  was  at  Tallahassee  14 
Feb  (Susan  Wau). 

The  12  Clay-colored  Sparrows  reported 
were  in  near-normal  numbers.  Twelve  Lark 
Sparrows  were  seen  last  fall,  but  the  only  sin- 
gles this  winter  were  at  Pensacola  Qaroes 
Pfeiffer  et  al),  Alligator  Pt.  (Sean  McCool, 
JM),  and  Naples,  Collier  (Geoffrey 
Williamson).  Henlow’s  Sparrows  were  in 
normal  numbers  and  reported  only  as  far  s. 
as  J.  B.  Starkey  Wilderness  Park,  New  Port 
Richey  (Marianne  Korosy,  ph.  BP  et  al).  Sin- 
gle Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  at  six  locations 
from  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  (RL)  and  Jacksonville 
(RC)  s.  to  Honeymoon  Island  S.P.  (DC, 
m.ob.).  In  the  pen.,  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were 
at  six  locations  s.  to  Lake  Placid,  Highlands 
(Ralph  Risch).  Reports  of  the  coastal  At- 
lantic-nesting  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Spar- 


row on  the  Gulf  coast  included  singles  at 
Pensacola  (RAD  et  al).  Port  Richey  (ph. 
KT),  Bradenton,  Manatee  Oohn  Grover), 
with  up  to  4 at  Honeymoon  Island  S.P.  (DG, 
RoS  et  al).  Far  s.  were  a Field  Sparrow  at  Ft. 
Lauderdale  17  Jan  (Bryant  Roberts,  ph. 
MBe),  a Seaside  Sparrow  at  Virginia  Key,  Mi- 
ami-Dade 20  Dec  (ph.  RD),  and  a White- 
throated  Sparrow  at  Corkscrew  Swamp  Sanc- 
tuary, Collier  20  Dec  (ph.  John  Orr).  An  ad. 


Distinguished  by  a broken  tip  on  the  left  outer  tail  feather,  last  fall's  (here  26  November 
2008)  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Pelican  Island  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Indian  River  Coun- 
ty (right)  was  last  seen  there  4 December  2008,  but  evidently  found  its  way  450  km 
northwest  to  Alligator  Point,  Franklin  County  (left)  25  December  2008  for  Florida's  first 
record  from  the  "Big  Bend."  Photographs  by  John  Murphy  (left)  and  Murray  Gardkr  (right). 
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Harris’s  Sparrow,  Florida’s  9th  and  Alachua's 
2nd,  remained  at  Paynes  Prairie  6 Dec+  (ph. 
Ginny  Rose,  m.ob.).  Only  7 Dark-eyed  Jun- 
cos  were  reported,  with  singles  in  the  pen.  at 
Gainesville  (RoR)  and  L.  Pasadena,  Pasco 
(DaB,  ph.  BP).  Two  Lapland  Longspurs  were 
unexpected  and  inland  in  se.  Baker  3 Dec 
(BR)  and  L.  Ashton,  Winter  Haven,  Polk  7 
Feb  (ph.  Alan  & Barbara  Delorey). 

Single  Pheucticus  grosbeaks,  probably  all 
Rose-breasted,  were  at  Kendall,  Miami-Dade 
27  Dec  (William  Searcy  al.);  Coot  Bay  3 Jan 
(Steven  Miller);  and  L.  Apopka  25  Jan  (HR); 
2 were  at  Milton,  Santa  Rosa  18  Feb  (Les  Kel- 
ly). Of  5 Blue  Grosbeaks  reported,  only  2 re- 
mained after  Dec,  both  at  L.  Apopka  (HR). 
Painted  Buntings  put  in  a good  showing  on 
the  n.  Gulf  coast  w.  to  Panama  City  (2;  ph. 
LK)  and  Pensacola  (Gary  Money).  Twelve 
Dickcissels,  from  Lyn  Haven  (LK)  s.  to  Dry 
Tortugas  N.P.  (17  Dec;  RG  et  al.),  made  an 
above-average  winter  count.  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  were  at  L.  Apopka  (3;  HR,  ph.  BS 
et  al.),  St.  Augustine  (Skip  Whitford),  and 
“Dump  Marsh”  (MBe).  In  above-average 
numbers,  Rusty  Blackbirds  were  recorded 
mainly  in  the  panhandle;  several  individuals 
strayed  into  the  cen.  peninsula  s.  to  Charles 
H.  Bronson  S.E,  Orange  (LoM),  and  Lettuce 


L.  Park,  Hillsborough  (ph.  BP,  SP).  Regular  in 
the  panhandle,  a Brewer’s  Blackbird  wan- 
dered s.  to  L.  Apopka  7 Dec  (HR).  The  only 
Shiny  Cowbird  was  in  the  Kendall  area 
(C.B.C.).  Likely  established  in  Miami-Dade, 
lone  Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  n.  at  Alafia 
Banks,  Hillsborough  14  Dec  (DaB  et  al.)  and 
Cocoa  13  Jan  (ph.  MH).  Single  Bullock’s  Ori- 
oles were  at  Crystal  River,  Citnis  16  Dec  (P 
Bazany)  and  at  residences  in  Tallahassee  17 
Feb+  (Fran  Rutkovsky)  and  25  Feb  (Amy 
Rogers).  Purple  Finches  were  scarce,  with  2 
at  Steinhatchee,  Taylor  16  Feb  (Susan 
Archibald)  and  one  at  Tallahassee  4 Feb  (Bill 
Phelan).  A major  invasion  of  Pine  Siskins 
brought  several  to  the  sw.  coast,  with  6 at 
Snake  Bight  Trail  27  Feb  (ph.  RD). 

Corrigenda  to  the  Winter  2007-2008  re- 
port: The  photograph  on  the  left  side  of  the 
pair  of  images  at  the  top  of  page  232  is  actu- 
ally of  a first-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull; 
only  the  photograph  on  the  right  shows  the 
purported  Yellow-legged  Gull,  a potential 
first  for  Florida.  However,  the  FO.S.R.C.  did 
not  accept  this  report.  The  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  reported  in  Alachua  was  in  Hernan- 
do not  Alachua.  (See  North  American  Birds 
62:  232-233.) 
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Ontario 


Blake  A.  Mann 


Ontario  experienced  one  of  the  harsh- 
est winters  in  many  years.  Open  wa- 
ter froze  early  in  the  season  as  a result 
of  the  cold  temperatures,  and  deep  snow  cov- 
ered most  of  the  province  for  the  entire  period. 
Northern  owls  made  a good  appearance  in  the 


south,  as  did  the  smaller  northern  finches. 
White-winged  Crossbills  patrolled  the  south  in 
large  numbers  not  seen  in  decades  as  a result 
of  a poor  cone  crop  in  the  boreal  forest,  and  a 
mid-winter  invasion  of  Pine  Siskins  was  evi- 
dent. A sudden  mild  spell  in  late  December 
created  an  unusual  event  in  which  waterfowl 
arrived  back  from  the  south  in  a spring-like 
movement — a brief  burst  of  facultative  migra- 
tion. Several  warblers  set  new  late  dates  in  De- 
cember, and  California  Gull  and  Killdeer  ar- 
rived very  early  at  Point  Pelee,  both  11  Febru- 
ary. Rarities  in  the  south  included  Mew  Gull, 
Slaty-backed  Gull,  a lingering  Black-throated 
Gray  Warbler,  and  Spotted  Towhee. 

Abbreviations:  Greater  Toronto  Area  (G.T.A.), 
Point  Pelee  Birding  Area  (P.P.B.A.). 

WATERFOWL 

A Ross’s  Goose  was  found  on  Wolfe  L,  Fron- 
tejiac  1 Dec  (m.ob.),  and  another  was  at 
Kingsville,  Essex  12  Jan  (RPC).  There  were 
numerous  reports  of  Cackling  Geese,  but  one 
at  Richmond,  Ottawa  1-5  Dec  was  quite  late 


for  the  area  QMT).  A record  high  184  Trum- 
peter Swans  was  tallied  at  Hamilton  Harbour, 
Hamilton  26  Dec  (RZD  et  al).  A male  Gadwall 
X Mallard  hybrid  (often  called  “Brewer's 
Duck”)  was  at  Little  River,  Essex  3 Dec  (ph. 
JP).  As  part  of  the  unique  waterfowl  move- 
ment at  the  close  of  Dec,  2 Gadwalls  at  Hill- 
man Marsh  27  Dec  established  a new  early 
“spring”  record  (DJW).  The  Eurasian  Wigeon 
reported  previously  at  Amherst  I.,  Erontenac 
remained  until  14  Dec  (GWP,  m.ob.).  Two 
American  Wigeons  at  Hillman  Marsh  29  Dec 
created  another  new  early  “spring”  record 
(AW),  as  did  2 Northern  Shovelers  and  2 
Green-winged  Teal  there  27  Dec  (DJW);  6 
Green-winged  Teal  off  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee 
N.P.  (AW)  and  6 at  Erieau  QTB)  28  Dec  were 
part  of  the  same  phenomenon.  A female 
Green-winged  Teal  at  Chaffey’s  Lock,  Leeds 
and  Grenville  17  Jan  was  noteworthy  for  the 
location  and  date  (PM),  and  a male  Northern 
Shoveler  and  a male  Ring-necked  Duck  like- 
wise furnished  unusual  winter  records  for 
Huntsville,  Mushoka  15-late  Dec  (RGT  et  al.). 

Seven  Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Point  Pelee  28 
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In  response  to  warm  temperatures  and  very  strong  southerly  winds  27  Dec,  a significant  number  of  waterfowl  arrived 
in  s.  Ontario  and  the  lower  Great  Lakes.  Most  notable  in  this  movement  was  Northern  Pintail,  with  several  large  flocks 
observed  27  Dec:  300  at  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex  (DJW),  42  at  Walpole  L,  Lambton  (JTB),  and  16  over  Heidelberg,  Waterloo  (MVAB, 
JGB).  On  28  Dec,  75  were  observed  in  southward  flight  off  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  N.P.,  Essex  (AW),  115  just  outside  Point  Pelee 
N.P.  (AW),  130  at  Hillman  Marsh  (AW),  120  at  Erieau,  Chatham-Ker)t{nB),  and  18  at  Port  Lambton,  Lambton  (BAM).  The  next 
day,  flocks  totalling  265  were  again  seen  over  Hillman  Marsh  (AW),  and  another  group  of  7 was  at  Strathroy,  Middlesex  (JPC, 
MPA).  Twenty-eight  at  Cobourg,  Northumberland  30  Dec  were  also  noteworthy  (KN). 

Also  related  to  this  event,  2 Greater  White-fronted  Geese  appeared  at  Hillman  Marsh  27  Dec,  and  2 different  birds  were 
present  there  28  Dec  (DJW);  8 were  counted  in  a cornfield  near  Erieau  28-29  Dec  (JTB);  and  3 were  at  Kingsville,  Essex  3-1 2 Jan 
(RPC).  All  appeared  to  be  of  the  frontalis  subspecies.  Additional  species  involved  in  this  early  waterfowl  movement  included 
Snow  Goose,  Gadwall,  American  Wigeon,  Northern  Shoveler,  Green-winged  Teal,  and  Ring-necked  Duck  (details  in  main  text). 


Dec  (AW)  established  a record-early  return 
date  for  that  location.  King  Eiders  made  a 
strong  showing  away  from  the  traditional  w. 
Lake  Ontario  locations,  especially  in  early  win- 
ter. Single  females  appeared  at  Thickson  Pt. 
near  Whitby,  Durham  3-5  Dec  (DK,  CA,  KJ  et 
al.),  at  Kettle  Pt.,  Lambton  3-14  Dec  (AHR), 
and  at  Fort  Erie,  Niagara  25  Dec  (PY),  while 
hrst-basic  males  were  at  Kettle  Pt.  7-14  Dec 
(AHR  el  al),  Cobourg  10-13  Jan  (MJCB,  EK), 
Etobicoke,  G.T.A.  3 Feb+  and  later  (BB, 
m.ob.),  and  Fort  Erie  14  Feb  (MLJ  et  al).  Re- 
ports of  Harlequin  Duck,  apart  from  multiple 
sightings  in  the  G.T.A. , included  a first-year 
male  at  Erieau  13-20  Dec  (JTB),  a female  at 
Burlington,  Halton  26  Dec  (WES,  NT),  a fe- 
male at  Niagara  Falls  3 Dec  (DRS),  and  anoth- 
er female  in  the  same  area  23  Dec  (JMP).  Bar- 
rows  Goldeneyes  were  scarce  this  winter,  with 
one  male  at  Bath,  Frontcnac  16-20  Dec  (VPM) 
and  at  least  2 each  of  both  sexes  in  the  tradi- 
tional area  on  the  Ottawa  R.  throughout  the 
period  (m.ob.).  The  only  Barrows  Goldenye  x 
Common  Goldeneye  hybrid  reported  was  a 
male  at  Stoney  Creek  Lakeshore,  Hamilton  12 
Dec  (KAM).  Notable  Ruddy  Duck  reports  were 
882  at  Hamilton  26  Dec  (SAM,  BMac,  CF),  one 
at  Port  Colborne,  Niagara  1-21  Jan  0<^BF), 
and  one  at  Sombra,  Lambton  28  Dec  (BAM).  A 
female  Black  Scoter  near  Sombra  was  a rare 
sighting  for  the  St.  Clair  R.  25-27  Dec  (BAM). 

WILD  TURKEY  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Two  Wild  Turkeys  successfully  wintered  in  Al- 
gonquin P.P.  at  Lake  of  Two  Rivers,  providing 
the  first  such  record  (m.ob.).  A Pied-billed 
Grebe  at  Arnprior,  Ottawa  26  Dec  was  a hardy 
individual  (BMD),  as  was  one  that  wintered  on 
the  Thames  R.  at  London,  Middlesex  Jan-Feb 
(SI).  A single  was  observed  al  Chippawa,  Niag- 
ara 29  Jan  Q&BF).  A high  count  of  15  Red- 
necked Grebes  at  Hamilton  26  Dec  (RZD  et  al.) 
was  notable  for  that  late  date.  Two  were  found 
at  Janets  Head,  Manitoiilin  1 Jan  (CB,  RT).  One 
at  Fort  Erie  24  Jan-1  Eeb  made  a good  winter 
record  (BP,  WCD).  Eared  Grebe  was  noted  at 
Point  Pelee  N.P  8 Dec  (AW,  RPC,  CAC)  and  Ni- 


agara Falls  26  Dec-3  Jan  (PC,  m.ob.).  A West- 
ern Grebe  was  observed  off  Ashbridges  Bay, 
Toronto  13  Feb+  (EO);  another  was  briefly 
sighted  at  Port  Weller,  Niagara  16  Feb  (RS).  A 
count  of  85  Double-crested  Cormorants  at  Port 
Weller  14  Dec  was  rather  high  for  that  area 
(RZD  et  al).  Others  included  one  at  Niagara 
Falls  3 Jan  (BE)  and  one  near  Port  Union  Rd.  in 
Toronto,  Toronto  (WP  et  al).  An  ad.  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  19-27  Jan  furnished  an 
unusual  winter  record  at  Muddy  Creek,  Essex 
(AW,  AJH,  RAH  et  al);  a wintering  juv.  at 
Erieau  succumbed  to  starvation  8 Feb  QTB); 


and  6 juvs.  wintered  at  Hamilton  (SAM  et  al). 
Among  wintering  Turkey  Vultures  in  Ontario 
were  up  to  8 at  Peter’s  Corners,  Hamilton 
(m.ob.)  and  one  at  Wainfleet,  Niagara  4 Jan 
(B&JF).  Golden  Eagles  were  widely  reported: 
more  and  more  attempt  to  winter  each  year. 
Rare  for  Algonquin  P.P.  was  an  ad.  near  Rock 
Lake  Rd.  3 Jan  (BK  et  al.)  and  a subad.  near  the 
park’s  East  Boundary  3 Jan  (CDJ,  KB).  Merlins 
were  widely  reported;  this  species  is  also  in- 
creasingly seen  during  the  winter  months,  but 
one  was  a rare  winter  sighting  for  Algonquin 
P.P  28  Feb  (WGL,  KAM).  Reports  of  Gyrfal- 
cons  included  one  al  Claireville  C.A.,  Peel  14 
Dec  (SH  et  al);  a gray-morph  juv.  (“brown 
morph”)  at  Britannia,  Ottawa  14-15  Dec 
(BMD);  a while  morph  at  Kanata,  Ottawa  24 


Dec  (BMD);  a dark  morph  near  Ottawa  31  Dec 
(DH);  a dark  morph  at  Wilberforce,  Haliburton 
31  Jan  (TH);  a dark  morph  at  Ferndale,  Btuce  4 
Feb  (DAW);  and  an  ad.  gray  morph  at  Thunder 
Bay  21  Feb  (ph.  BJM). 

CRANES  THROUGH  GULLS 

A record  high  for  Hamilton  of  115  Sandhill 
Cranes  from  Burlington  to  Hamilton  was  tal- 
lied 4-5  Dec  (m.ob.);  another  56  birds  7 Dec 
was  significant  for  Point  Pelee  (TRP).  Killdeer 
were  scarce  during  the  period.  One  at  Erieau 
26  Dec  was  late  QTB),  while  one  just  outside 
Point  Pelee  N.P.  11  Feb  was  a rather  early  mi- 
grant (AW);  the  Point  Pelee  area  has  but  one 
record  of  a wintering  bird,  at  a sewage  outlet. 
The  American  Avocet  al  Ajax,  Durham  from 
the  previous  period  was  last  seen  there  5 Dec 
and,  after  stopping  in  New  York,  appeared  at 
Fort  Erie  16  Dec  (m.ob.).  A late  Least  Sand- 
piper was  pushing  the  limit  at  Hillman  Marsh 
3 Dec  (DJW).  Purple  Sandpipers  included  2 at 
Niagara  Falls  1 (DS,  JEB,  B&JF)  & 13  Dec 
(WD,  BP);  one  was  at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee 
N.P.  3 Dec  (AW).  A Wilson’s  Snipe  near 
Blenheim,  Chatham-Kent  25  Jan  presumably 
wintered  in  the  same  unfrozen  creek  as  the 
previous  winter  (JTB).  A juv. 
Pomarine  Jaeger  at  Erie 
Beach,  Chatham-Kent  14 
Dec  was  undoubtedly  a late 
fall  migrant  (KJB),  while  an- 
other was  at  Port  Weller  the 
same  day  (RZD,  CEE,  KAM, 
RLW).  One  off  Hamilton 
Lakeshore  1-3  Feb  (KN  et 
al.)  wintered  and  was  seen 
into  the  spring  period.  A 
leucistic  Bonaparte’s  Gull 
caused  some  double  looks 
among  birders  at  Niagara 
Falls  7-17  Dec  (BC,  DT  et 
al).  An  ad.  Mew  Gull  at  Ni- 
agara Falls  6 Dec  was  not 
identifiable  to  subspecies  Ql,  KAM,  RP,  WCD, 
BP).  An  ad.  California  Gull  of  the  paler  alber- 
taensis  subspecies  1 1 Feb  was  record  early  for 
the  PP.B.A.  (AW);  the  second-cycle  California 
from  the  previous  period  was  last  seen  13  Dec 
at  the  Adam  Beck  Power  Plant  on  the  Niagara 
R.  (m.ob.).  Fifty-one  Iceland  Gulls  in  Hamil- 
ton Harbour  26  Dec  provided  a new  record 
high  for  the  area  (m.ob.).  An  ad.  Slaty-backed 
Gull  remained  above  Niagara  Falls  13  Dec-24 
Jan  (JI  et  al).  A late  first-cycle  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  was  with  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Erieau 
20  Dec  (BAM). 

OWLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

At  least  5 Great  Horned  Owls  of  subspecies 
scalarivcntris  (“Snyder’s  Great  Horned  Owl”) 


A long-staying  Western  Grebe  at  the  west  end  of  Toronto,  Ontario  was  first  reported 
13  (here  17)  February  2009;  it  remained  well  into  spring.  Photograph  by  Jean  Iron. 
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This  Northern  Saw-whet  Owi  attempted  to  winter  at  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario  (here 
14  January  2009),  despite  deep  snow.  The  wintering  status  of  this  species  in  the 
North  is  not  weli  known.  Photograph  by  Olivia  Wdowiak. 


were  present  this  winter.  Two  were  at  the 
Leslie  St.  Spit,  Toronto  14  Dec  (ph.  JI  et  ah), 
with  at  least  one  remaining  until  21  Feb.  One 
was  at  York,  Toronto  4-6  Jan  (ph.  ETB),  and  2 
were  at  Darlington  RE,  Durham  8 Feb  (ph.  GC 
et  al).  A Great  Horned  Owl  of  subspecies  het- 
eroctwmis  (“Labrador  Great  Horned  Owl”) 
was  also  at  the  Leslie  Street  Spit  14  Dec  (ph.  jl 
et  al.).  Snowy  Owls  invaded  the  south  during 
the  period.  A one-day  high  of  at  least  16  came 
from  Amherst  1.  21  Feb  (m.ob.).  There  was  a 
light  incursion  of  Northern  Hawk  Owls  into 
the  south:  at  least  3 wintered  in  the  Ottawa 
area,  3 near  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Algoma,  and  3 
near  Massey,  Sudbury  (m.ob.).  Singles  were  at 
Vankleek  Hill,  Prescott  and  Russell  early-17 
Dec  QFr);  near  Orillia,  Simcoe  9 Dec-9  Jan 
(MG);  Manitoulin  1.  6 Jan  (CB,  RT);  w.  of 
Perth,  Lanark  16  Dec-12  Jan  (SM);  at  Flynns 
Corners,  Peterborough  18  Dec-1  Jan  (EP);  and 
near  Schreiber,  Thunder  Bay  early  Jan  (LG). 
Great  Gray  Owls  appeared  in  good  numbers  as 
well,  with  the  Ottawa  area  topping  the  list  at 
17.  Five  were  reported  on  Manitoulin  1.  (fide 
CB),  up  to  10  near  Massey  (fide  EM),  3 in 
Muskoka  (m.ob.),  and  2 near  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
(fide  KMc).  Boreal  Owls  were  widely  reported, 
indicating  an  invasion  year.  One  was  found 
dead  in  early  Dec  on  Manitoulin  1.  (ph.  JJ).  Up 
to  3 spent  most  of  the  winter  on  Amherst  1.  7 
Dec-t  and  later  (m.ob.).  Other  singles  were  at 
Constance  Bay,  Ottawa  1-18  Jan  (FN), 
Presqu’ile  PR  18  Jan  (PD),  Gibraltar,  Mani- 
toulin 20-23  Jan  (ph  MMc),  Kanata  26  Jan 
(until  found  dead  29  Jan;  DW,  m.ob.),  Balti- 


more, Northumberland  29  Jan 
(road-killed  bird;  RL,  MC),  and 
Huntsville  25  Feb  (DS,  DG). 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were 
scarce.  One  at  Thunder  Bay  14 
Jan  was  a rare  winter  record  for 
the  n.,  where  the  wintering  sta- 
tus is  not  well  known  (ph. 
OW).  A Red-headed  Wood- 
pecker at  Erie  Beach  14  Feb 
was  a surprise  feeder  visitor  for 
this  declining  species  (SRC). 
Rare  for  the  north  was  a Red- 
bellied  Woodpecker  at  Terrace 
Bay,  Thunder  Bay  20-25  Jan 
(pir.  DMc).  A Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  at  Eagle  River,  Kcno- 
ra  14  Dec  took  advantage  of  a 
feeder  (CE),  and  a Northern 
Flicker  made  frequent  visits  to 
a feeder  during  the  period  at 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  (KZ). 

VIREOS  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

A White-eyed  Vireo  was 
recorded  at  St.  Williams,  Norfolk  20  Dec 
(MJW).  Record  late  for  the  Rondeau  area  was  a 
Blue-headed  Vireo  3-4  Dec  (MPA).  A Warbling 
Vireo  at  Fishers  Glen,  Noifolk  4 Dec  (HBM) 
was  remarkable  and  represents  a record-late 
date  for  Ontario.  A Common  Raven  w.  of 
Woodstock,  Oxford  20  Jan  provided  a rare 
record  for  the  area  (JMH).  Rare  for  Point  Pelee 
N.R  was  a Tufted  Titmouse  28  Feb  (TH).  A 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  at  Grimsby,  Niagara  27 
Feb  provided  a rare  winter  record  for  that  area 
(CEE,  DRD).  Notable  al  Point  Pelee  N.R  was  a 
late  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  7 Dec  QL). 
Townsends  Solitaires  were  on  Wolfe  L,  Fron- 
tenac  12  Jan  (JPl)  and  at  Parry  Sound  20  Dec+ 
and  later  (SF  et  al.),  the  latter  joined  by  anoth- 
er bird  8 Jan+  and  later  (JG  et  al).  Six  Varied 
Thrushes,  all  males,  included  one  at  Deep  Riv- 
er, Renfrew  through  7 Dec,  one  at  Crozier, 
Rainy  River  2 Dec-24  Jan  (and  found  dead  on 
28  Feb;  SAS,  WRS),  Scarborough,  Toronto  10 
Dec  (KF,  JMF,  JCS),  Watson’s  Corners,  Lanark 
17  Dec-21  Jan  (KD),  Fenwick,  Niagara  6-10 
Jan  (C&BC),  and  Napanee,  Lennox  and 
Addington  2 Feb  (SP).  Mimids  were  scarce  this 
winter,  but  a Brown  Thrasher  at  Riverwood 
Park  in  Mississauga,  Peel  took  advantage  of  a 
feeder  11  Jan+  and  later  (JMW,  m.ob.). 

Several  warblers  delighted  birders  well  into 
Dec.  Reports  of  Orange-crowned  Warbler  in- 
cluded 2 at  Point  Pelee  N.R  13  Dec  (AW),  one 
at  Bronte  P.P  13-14  Dec  (AD),  and  one  near 
Blenheim  14  Dec  0TB).  A male  Northern 
Parula  at  Whitby  13-15  Dec  constituted  a 
record-late  date  for  Ontario  (DK,  CA,  KJ).  A 


Yellow  Warbler  stood  out  at  Etobicoke  6 Dec 
(AK).  A male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
took  advantage  of  a feeder  near  Mount  Pleas- 
ant Cemetery,  Toronto  1 Dec-6  Jan  (ph.  SR); 
another  male  was  al  Riverdale,  Toronto  3-19 
Dec  (ph.  DB);  and  a female  was  at  La  Salle 
Park  in  Aldershot  1 1 Dec-1  Jan,  providing  a 
record-late  date  for  Hamilton  (RAvT,  m.ob.). 
Three  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  at  Minde- 
moya,  Manitoulin  were  unusual  for  that  n.  lo- 
cation (CB,  RT).  A male  Audubon's  Warbler 
13  Dec  represented  the  14th  local  record  for 
Point  Pelee  (AW).  The  continuing  Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  at  Rondeau  PR  was 
last  seen  4 Dec,  and  a Palm  Warbler  at 
Shrewsbury,  Chatham-Kent  was  noted  the 
same  day  (JL).  Record  late  for  the  Rondeau 
area  was  a Blackpoll  Warbler  at  Rondeau 
townsite  4 Dec  QL).  A Black-and-white  War- 
bler at  Red  Creek  Valley,  Hamilton  16  Dec  was 
record  late  for  the  area  (TK).  A male  Wilson’s 
Warbler  at  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  3 Dec  (AW) 
was  locally  record  late  by  30  days. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  male  Spotted  Towhee  found  at  Point 
Pelee  11  Nov  remained  throughout  the  peri- 
od. Another  male  was  at  a feeder  in  Port  Col- 
borne  17  Jan-21  Feb  (M&JM  et  al.).  A female 
Eastern  Towhee  at  Nipigon,  Thunder  Bay 
since  23  Nov  was  last  seen  29  Dec  (ph.  GJL  el 
al.);  another  female  in  Thunder  Bay  was  at 
Rossport  12-15  Dec  (ph.  CK  et  al.).  A Vesper 


White-winged  Crossbills  appeared  in  large  numbers  in  al- 
most every  locale  in  the  southern  part  of  Ontario  in  winter 
2008-2009,  as  here  at  Bronte  Provincial  Park  3 January 
2009.  Photograph  by  Frank  and  Sandra  Horvath. 

Sparrow  made  a brief  appearance  at  Colonel 
Sam  Smith  Park  in  Etobicoke  6 Dec  (DJM  el 
al).  Wintering  Savannah  Sparrows  included 
one  just  outside  Point  Pelee  N.R  31  Jan  (AW) 
and  one  at  Erie  Beach  21  Dec-24  Feb  (SRC). 
Single  imm.  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  reported 
on  Walpole  1.  27  Dec  0TB,  KJB)  and  at  Cad- 
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mus,  Durham  early-iS  Dec  (SG).  Four  North- 
ern Cardinals  were  counted  26  Dec  at  Thun- 
der Bay  (m.ob.).  A male  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beak was  a one-day  wonder  at  Cambridge, 
Waterloo  16  Dec  (GH).  A male  Blue  Grosbeak 
at  Lions  Head,  Bnice  15-18  Dec  (ph.  M&CM) 
was  probably  a late-fall  vagrant  and  made 
only  the  2nd  winter-period  record  ever  for 
Ontario.  The  only  Baltimore  Oriole  reported 
was  a continuing  female  near  Cochenour, 
Tinmder  Bay  through  19  Dec. 

There  were  very  few  reports  of  Red  Cross- 
bill, but  one  calling  in  flight  over  Rondeau  RP. 
11  Jan  was  uncommon  for  the  area  (BAM). 
White-winged  Crossbills  made  a major  inva- 
sion into  s.  Ontario  and  were  reported  from 
almost  every  locale,  with  some  areas  posting 
record-high  counts.  There  was  an  echo  flight 
from  the  previous  winter  of  Common  Red- 
polls. A single  of  the  rostrata  subspecies 
(“Greater  Common  Redpoll”)  was  seen  at 
Richmond  Hill,  York  29-30  Jan  (FP).  Hoary 
Redpolls  were  widely  reported  during  the  pe- 
riod. Up  to  20  were  in  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
area  (fide  KMc).  One  individual  of  the  hornc- 
manni  subspecies  (“Greenland  Hoary  Red- 
poll”) made  a rare  appearance  for  the  s.  at 
Erie  Beach  11  Jan  (ph.  SRC).  Pine  Siskins 
were  in  large  numbers,  especially  after  early 
Jan,  indicating  the  start  of  an  unusual  mid- 
winter invasion.  There  were  several  reports  of 


green-morph  birds.  Evening  Grosbeaks  con- 
tinue to  decline,  and  only  small  numbers 
were  reported  in  traditional  locations. 

Contributors  and  cited  observers  (names  in 
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Carr,  Carole  & Bill  Chapman,  J.  Peter  Chap- 
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Charron,  Paula  Clark,  Glenn  Coady,  Linda 
Collinson,  Willie  C.  D’Anna,  P.  Dean,  Keith 
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Andrew  Don,  David  R.  Don,  Carolle  Eady, 
Cheryl  E.  Edgecombe,  Nicolas  G.  Escott, 
Brett  Ewald,  James  Eairchild,  Stanley 
Eairchild,  Jean  Blayne  Earnan,  Karin 
Eawthrop,  Jonathan  Erance  OFf).  Christian 
Friis,  Stanley  Garason,  June  Gardner,  Peter  J. 
Good,  Clive  E.  Goodwin,  David  Goodyear, 
Matt  Graham,  James  M.  Griffin,  AdamJ.  Hall, 
Rosalee  A.  Hall,  Sarah  Hendershott,  Barbara 
Henderson,  Gerry  Heutsch,  Tyler  Hoar,  James 
M.  Holdsworth,  Stuart  Immonen,  Jean  Iron, 
Marcie  L.  Jacklin,  Anita  Jacobsen,  Karl  Jen- 
newein,  Mark  W.  Jennings,  Colin  D.  Jones,  Ju- 
dith Jones,  Dan  Kaczynski,  Andrew  Keaveney, 


E.  Kellogg,  Colleen  Kenney,  Tim  King,  Burke 
Korol,  Gordon  J.  Laird,  John  Lamey,  William 
G.  Lamond,  Rod  Lee,  Graham  E.  Leonard, 
Christina  Lewis,  Bruce  Mackenzie  (BMac), 
Stuart  A.  Mackenzie,  V Paul  Mackenzie,  Blake 
A.  Mann,  Paul  Martin,  Darlene  McArthur 
(McA),  Hugh  B.  McArthur,  Connie  & Harold 
McCall,  Barbara  McCallum,  Michelle  McDer- 
mid  (MMc),  Kenneth  Mcllwrick  (KMc), 
Kevin  A.  McLaughlin,  Mary  & John  McNeil, 
Erwin  Meissner,  Steve  Mercer,  David  J.  Mil- 
som,  Brian  J.  Moore,  Mary  & Clive  Morgan, 
David  Morin,  Kenneth  Newcombe,  Eergus 
Nicholl,  K.  Niles,  Edward  O’Connor,  Stephen 
O’Donnell,  Gerald  W.  Paul,  James  M.  Pawlic- 
ki,  Jerry  Peltier,  Todd  R.  Pepper,  Prank  Pinilla, 
S.  Pitt,  J.  Pleizier  0P1)>  Edward  Poropat,  Betsy 
Potter,  Peter  A.  Read,  Alfred  H.  Rider,  Steven 
Rowe,  Dan  R.  Salisbury,  Dawn  Sherman, 
Shirley  A.  Skirten,  Wayne  R.  Skirten,  William 
E Smith,  Roy  B.H.  Smith,  Roy  Sorgenfrei,  Dan 
Stuckey,  J.  Michael  Tate,  Barbara  Taylor,  Neil 
Taylor,  Rod  Thompson,  Ronald  G.  Tozer,  Ro- 
han A.  van  Twest  (RAvT),  Robert  L.  Waldhu- 
ber.  Dean  J.  Ware,  Olivia  Wdowiak,  Ronald  D. 
Weir,  Donald  Wigle,  Donald  A.  Wilkes,  Jo- 
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The  2008-2009  winter  season  had  win- 
try weather  and  the  birds  to  match — 
notably,  the  greatest  “winter  finch”  ir- 
ruption on  record.  The  cold  and  snowy  De- 
cember made  travel  hazardous  and  reduced 
bird  reports,  but  the  New  Year  produced  a bliz- 
zard of  interesting  records,  including  many  lin- 
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gering  insectivores.  Pine  Siskin,  Common  Red- 
poll, and  White -winged  Crossbill  were  seen  in 
droves:  there  are  few  comparable  flights  in  the 
literature,  let  alone  a single  season  with  thou- 
sands of  all  three  species.  Some  credit  must  go 
the  Internet,  which  permitted  birders  to  stay 
on  top  of  the  rapid  movements  of  these  species 
and  to  document  these  movements  at  a level  of 
detail  never  seen  before  in  the  Region. 

Abbreviations:  Buck  Creek  (Buck  Creek  S.P, 
Clark,  OH);  Byrd  Dam  (Robert  C.  Byrd  Lock 
6a:  Dam,  Mason,  WV);  Caesar  Creek  (Caesar 
Creek  S.P,  WarrenIGreene,  OH);  Headlands 
(Headlands  Beach  S.P,  Headlands  State  Na- 
ture Preserve,  and  Mentor  MarslVLagoons, 
Lake,  OH);  Hoover  (Hoover  Res.,  Delaware 
and  Franklin,  OH);  J.H.N.W.R.  (John  Heinz 
N.W.R.,  Philadelphia/Delaware,  PA);  Presque 
Isle  (Presque  Isle  S.P,  Erie,  PA);  Northeast 
W.PC.P  (Northeast  Water  Pollution  Control 
Plant,  Philadelphia,  PA). 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

The  86  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  in  Ohio 
were  largely  composed  of  late  fall  flocks  of  17 
in  Knox  28  Dec  (H.  Gratz),  14  in  Wyandot  3 Jan 
OLh),  and  12  at  Seneca  L.,  Guernsey /Noble  28 
Dec  (T.  Tepper).  Mid-winter  flocks  of  10  at 
East  Fork  S.P,  Clermont  24  Jan  (RA  et  al),  7 at 
Norwalk  Res.,  Huron  10  Jan-6  Eeb  (A.  Elmer), 
and  5 in  West  Carrollton,  Montgomety  17  Jan 
OLh)  were  noteworthy.  Late  Eeb  spring  mi- 
grants numbered  21  across  the  state.  In  Penn- 
sylvania, Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
found  in  10  counties,  including  4 birds  in  Al-  > 
legheny  31  Dec  (MV)  and  7 at  Peace  Valley 
Park,  Bucks  11  Eeb  (AM,  CR).  One  at  State 
College,  Centre,  PA  was  unusual  for  that  locale 
(P  Moyer).  In  West  Virginia,  2 Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  were  in  Cabell,  WV  15  Jan 
(WA),  and  one  was  at  the  Winfield  Locks,  Put- 
nam, WV  25  Feb  (RHy),  where  a, flock  of  5 
Snow  Geese  was  noted  27  Dec  (RHy).  Only 
135  Snow  Geese  were  detected  in  Ohio,  with 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


EASTERN  HIGHLANDS  & UPPER  OHIO  RIVER  VALLEY 


Pennsylvania's  long-awaited  first  confirmed  Western  Grebe,  here  with  a Red-necked 
Grebe,  was  this  bird  on  the  Conodiguinet  Creek  14  (here)  through  20  February  2009. 
Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


38-36  birds  wintering  in  the  Clinton/Fayette 
area  Qack  Stenger,  RLy,  B.  Warner,  m.ob.)  and 
20  in  Hamilton  3 Jan  (E.  Burkholder,  M.  Gils- 
dorf).  The  peak  count  at  Middle  Creek 
W.M.A.,  Lancaster/Lebanon,  PA  was  80,000  on 
19  Feb  (m.ob.),  and  75,000  were  L.  Onte- 
launee,  Berks,  PA  28  Feb  (MW).  Some  70 
Cackling  Geese  in  Ohio  were  reported  in  23 
flocks  across  17  counties  for  another  record 
season.  At  least  28  were  wintering  5-26  Jan,  led 
by  6 at  East  Fork  S.P.,  Clemwnt  24  Jan  (RA) 
and  5 in  Clinton  15  Jan  (RLy).  Noteworthy 
flocks  elsewhere  included  15  at  Celina,  Mercer 
27  Dec  QBo),  6 at  Miami-Whitewater,  Hamil- 
ton 13  Feb  (FF),  3 in  Mahoning  11  Dec  (CH), 
and  3 at  Salem  Res.,  Columbiana  22  Feb  (L. 
Dornan).  Seven  in  West  Virginia  included  2 in 
Wood  15  Jan  0Th)>  3 in  Kanawha  3-6  Jan  (M. 
Perl,  KKi,  MG,  M.  Forman),  and  2 in  Preston 
(GF).  A seasonal  record  21  Ross’s  Geese  in 
Ohio,  including  8 in  midwinter,  were  reported 
from  nine  counties  led  by  7 birds  in  Clinton  21 
Dec  QLh)  and  5 at  Killdeer  Plains  W.A.,  Wyan- 
dot 3 Jan  QL-h).  One  was  found  in  Kanawha, 
WV  15  Jan  Q.  Triplett).  A Ross’s  Goose  on  the 
Glenolden,  PA  C.B.C.  20  Dec  was  a first  for 
that  venerable  count  and  a first  for  Delaware  (J. 
Lockyer,  J.  Crawford);  one  in  Lawrence,  PA  5 
Dec  also  provided  a first  county  record  (MV). 
Two  Ross’s  Geese  were  in  Chester,  PA  1-16  Dec 
(LL  et  al.).  A flock  of  11  Brant  along  the  Ohio 
R.  in  Hancock,  WV  20  Dec  (B.  & D.  Lane)  was 
unexpected.  In  Pennsylvania,  510  Brant  were 
recorded  during  Dec  at  Hawk  Mountain  Sanc- 
tuary, Berks/Schuylkill,  including  295  on  8 Dec 


(L.  Goodrich).  A flock  of 
17  in  Chester,  PA  20  Dec 
was  a good  count  (E.  Par- 
num),  A Barnacle  Goose 
was  in  Budts,  PA  24  Jan 
and  7 Feb  (DF).  On  7 
Dec,  2300  Tundra  Swans 
in  the  Western  Basin 
(m.ob.)  and  300  in  ne. 
Ohio  OR  Gb-  m.ob.)  re- 
flected a strong  peak  fall 
passage.  Some  1482  were 
counted  on  the  Butler,  PA 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  SB). 

Of  30  Green-winged  Teal  in  Ohio  in  mid- 
through  late  Jan,  the  most  noteworthy  were  18 
in  Hamilton  0-  Hull,  KW)  and  7 at  The  Wilds, 
Muskingum  17  Jan  (F  Losi).  Four  in  Preston, 
WV  11  Jan  OBk)  were  rare  for  the  Allegheny 
Front,  and  63  on  the  Glenolden,  PA  C.B.C.  20 
Dec  made  a locally  high  count  (fide  NP).  A 
Eurasian  Teal  was  found  on  the  Lower  Bucks 
County,  PA  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (DF).  In  Pennsylva- 
nia, lingering  Blue-winged  Teal  included  2 on 
the  Lower  Bucks  County  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (E. 
Mercer),  and  singles  were  at  Big  Springs,  Cum- 
berland 15  Jan  (J.  Getgood,  TJ)  and  J.H.N.W.R. 
19  Feb  (T.  Croasdale).  Among  puddle  ducks, 
Northern  Shoveler  and  American  Wigeon  re- 
main scarce  winter  visitors.  Eighty-four  Amer- 
ican Wigeons  were  at  Green  Lane  Res.,  Mont- 
gomery, PA  11  Feb  (G.  Franchois).  Single 
Eurasian  Wigeons  in  Pennsylvania  were  at  L. 
Ontelaunee,  Berks  22  Feb-early  Apr  (M. 
Spence,  Bart  Smith,  MW,  RK),  Brinton  L., 
Delaware  16  Feb  (K.  Fryberger),  Octoraro  L., 
Lancaster  21  Feb  (CC  et  al),  and  Codorus  S.P., 
York  15  Feb  (M.  Schuhart,  S.  Wildasin,  R. 
Phillips).  A count  of  124  Gadwalls  came  from 
the  Butler,  PA  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  SB). 

A frozen  L.  Erie  saw  Canvasback  concentra- 
tions at  hot  water  outlets  of  Ohio  power  sta- 
tions 23  Jan  numbering  500  in  Lorain  (S. 
Ryan)  and  225  in  Lake  (GCu).  Subsequently, 
some  fled  icebound  L.  Erie  s.  to  the  Ohio  R., 
where  West  Virginia  birders  enjoyed  76  in 
Brooke  13  Feb  (MD),  58  in  Wetzel  1 Feb  (WJ), 
and  280  in  Wood  1 Feb  Obi)-  In  Pennsylvania, 


C A For  several  winter  seasons,  we  have  recounted  the  increase  in  Northern  Pintail  reports,  especially  of  wintering  flocks 
in  places  where  a decade  ago  the  species  was  strictly  of  casual  occurrence.  During  a warm  spell  27-28  Dec,  a sub- 
stantial flight  of  the  species  commenced  in  the  L.  Erie  Basin  that  involved  hundreds  of  birds.  The  event  brought  80  to  the  San- 
dusky R.  floodplain,  Wyandot  28  Dec  (R.  Counts),  70  to  Englewood  Reserve,  Montgomery  1 Jan  (RA),  a remarkable  500  to  San- 
dusky 2 Jan  (C.  Rieker),  and  200  to  L.  White,  Pike,  OH  12  Jan  (RR) — far  surpassing  previous  winter  flocks  for  Ohio,  at  least  in 
modern  times.  Another  260  were  reported  across  22  Ohio  counties  in  Jan.  The  phenomenon  carried  into  West  Virginia,  where 
noteworthy  flocks  included  7 on  Cheat  L.,  Monongalia  4 Jan  (JBk),  12  in  Pocahontas  1 1 Jan  (S.  Kearns),  28  on  the  Ohio  R.  at 
Belpre,  Wood  17  Jan  (JBi),  and  30  in  Lewisburg,  Greenbrier  7 Jan  (B.  Williams).  Later  in  the  season,  the  440  Northern  Pintails 
at  Green  Lane  Res.,  Montgomery,  PA  1 1 Feb  made  an  excellent  count  (GF).  In  addition,  a striking  Northern  Pintail  x Mallard 
hybrid  returned  to  Green  Pond,  florthampton,  PA  27  Feb  (ph.  DW,  RW). 


574  Canvasbacks  were  tallied  at  Presque  Isle  8 
Dec  QM)  and  128  in  Allegheny  11  Dec  (D.  Ya- 
gusic).  Surprising  concentrations  of  Ring- 
necked Ducks  included  up  to  240  in  Hamilton, 
OH  18-25  Jan  (B.  Wulker,  KW),  54  at  The 
Wilds,  Muskingum  17  Jan  (E  Losi),  and  48  in 
Franklin  17  Jan  (DSr).  Up  to  95  Redheads  on 
the  Ohio  R.  in  Wood,  WV  17  Jan  QBi)  and  50 
in  Hamilton,  OH  16  Jan  (RF)  were  noteworthy. 
Single  Harlequin  Ducks  appeared  in  Lake,  OH 
28  Dec  and  4 Jan  QP).  A Harlequin  Duck  was 
seen  on  the  Warren,  PA  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  M. 
Toole).  Four  Surf  Scoters  and  8 Long-tailed 
Ducks  across  West  Virginia  were  about  aver- 
age, as  were  15  Surf  Scoters  and  11  White- 
winged Scoters  at  Presque  Isle  28  Dec  QM)- 
The  33  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  at  L.  Arthur, 
Butler,  PA  7 Dec  (D,  Darney)  and  21  at  Presque 
Isle  8 Dec  QM)-  A concentration  of  6825  Com- 
mon Goldeneyes  around  Kelleys  1.,  Erie,  OH 
26  Feb  (TB  et  al.)  was  among  the  larger  spring 
flocks  for  the  Western  Basin  of  L.  Erie.  A King 
Eider  was  at  Presque  Isle  30  Dec  QM)-  The  191 


This  Varied  Thrush  was  present  in  Allentown,  Lehigh  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania  30  January  through  28  (here  6)  February 
2009,  a first  county  record.  Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 


Ruddy  Ducks  on  Cheat  L.,  Monongcdia,  WV  1 
Jan  QBk)  was  an  excellent  mid-season  tally  for 
the  Allegheny  Mountains. 

A Red-throated  Loon  was  at  Caesar  Creek 
19-25  Dec  (RA).  Red-throated  Loons  in  Penn- 
sylvania included  singles  in  Montgomeiy  30 
Dec  (GF),  on  the  Lock  Haven-Jersey  Shore 
C.B.C.  21  Dec  (fide  WL),  at  Tamarack,  Clinton 
11  Feb  (grounded  bird;  WL,  C.  Kauffman), 
and  on  the  Susquehanna  R.,  Lancaster  14  Dec 
(EW,  A.  Shelley).  Nine  Red-throated  and  a 
record-high  1577  Common  Loons  were  tal- 
lied at  Presque  Isle  4 Dec  QM).  The  69  Com- 
mon Loons  on  the  Butler,  PA  C.B.C.  20  Dec 
was  an  excellent  number  inland  (fiide  SB).  Lo- 
cally unusual  Common  Loons  were  singles  at 
Pricketts  Fork,  Monongalia,  WV  24  Jan  (JBk) 
and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bluestone  R.,  Sum- 
mers, WV  21  Jan  OJb)-  The  highlight  of  the 
season  in  Pennsylvania  was  a Western  Grebe 
on  the  Conodoguinet  Cr.,  Cumberland,  PA  14- 
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This  Summer  Tanager  was  present  at  a feeder  in  Hartstown, 
Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania  1-27  (here  27)  December 
2008  and  survived  on  suet  and  peanut  butter  as  well  as  in- 
sects that  emerged  during  warm  spells.  It  was  the  latest  ever 
recorded  in  Pennsylvania.  Photograph  by  Suzanne  Butcher. 

21  Feb  (B.  & J.  Horton,  ph.  DW,  m.ob.).  A 
rare  mid-winter  Red-necked  Grebe  in  West 
Virginia  appeared  3 Jan  on  the  Ohio  R.  in 
Ohio  (R.  Tomazin,  C.  Slater).  A noteworthy 
late  flight  of  Red-necked  Grebes  through 
West  Virginia  began  with  singles  30  Jan  on 
the  Monongahela  R.,  Monongalia  (JBk)  and 
31  Jan  at  Byrd  Dam  (MO),  Additional  singles 
on  the  Ohio  R.  were  found  in  Ohio  and  Brooke 
10  & 13  Feb  (MD),  while  one  was  on  L.  Shan- 
nond^le,  Jefferson  16  Feb  (MO).  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, 8 were  reported  16  Dec-22  Feb 
(m.ob.).  Horned  Grebes  appeared  in  Jan 
throughout  the  Region,  as  last  winter:  singles 
in  West  Virginia  were  in  Mason  31  Jan  (MO) 
and  Monongalia  15  Jan  Ohk),  while  in  Ohio, 
1 2 birds  across  eight  counties  were  led  by  2 in 
Pickaway  29  Jan  (H.  Raymond,  J.  Price),  3 in 
Warren  8 Jan  (B.  Doss),  and  4 in  Hamilton  1 
Jan  (RF).  An  Eared  Grebe  at  French  Cr., 
Pleasants,  WV  15  Jan  (p.a.,  JTh)  represents 
one  of  few  state  records.  An  American  White 
Pelican  graced  Grand  L.,  Mercer/Auglaize,  OH 
31  Dec-2  Feb  0Bo,JLh,  ph.  S.  Jones).  A Great 
Egret  was  in  Putnam,  WV  1-12  Dec  (CE), 
whereas  only  one  was  detected  in  Ohio  in 
Summit  8 Dec  (GB).  The  32  Great  Cor- 
morants on  the  Lower  Bucks  County,  PA 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  was  a new  count  high  (ficie 
AM).  Wintering  flocks  of  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  in  Ohio  appear  stable.  A linger- 
ing Great  Egret  was  at  J.H.N.W.R.  1 Jan  (BB), 
and  another  was  at  Conejohela  Flats,  Lancast- 
er 1 1 Jan  (EW).  A hardy  American  Bittern  was 
at  J.H.N.W.R.  4 Jan  (L.  Roman  et  ah). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Turkey  Vultures  now  winter  casually  n.  to  L. 
Erie:  Ohio  singles  were  in  Seneca  23  Jan  (TB), 
Medina  24  Jan  (R.  Schneider),  and  Cuyahoga  1 
Feb  (B.  Kaplan),  Black  Vultures  consolidated 
their  numbers  in  the  Ohio  R.  valley,  with  30  in 


Athens,  OH  6 Jan  (JL)  and  14  in  Putnam,  WV 

1 Jan  (CE).  The  81  over  Elkins,  Randolph,  WV 

2 Jan  (W.  Tolin  et  al.)  made  a good  count  for 
the  highlands,  and  826  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Winter  Raptor  Survey  15  Jan-22  Feb  was  a 
new  high  (GG).  A very  late  Osprey  was  ob- 
served 25  Nov-11  Dec  in  Jefferson,  WV  (MO, 

C.  Del-Colle),  and  one  was  on  the  Scranton, 
PA  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  P.  Mundy).  Western 
Red-tailed  Hawks  (subspecies  calurus)  appear 
to  be  of  rare  but  regular  occurrence  within  the 
Region.  One  at  Glacier  Ridge,  Union,  OH  9 
Feb  (G.  Stauffer)  was  within  the  former 
Prairie  Peninsula  of  Ohio,  where  the  sub- 
species may  well  be  an  annual  winter  visitor, 
while  in  Pennsylvania,  one  was  at  Linden  Hall, 
Centre  14  Dec  (S.  Feldstein,  J.  Dunn,  D.  Bier- 
ly).  An  imm.  Golden  Eagle  at  K.P.WA.,  Mari- 
on/Wyandot, OH  31  Dec  0-  Kuenzli,  ph.  B. 
Mathys,  T.  Archdeacon)  provided  rare  docu- 
mentation from  the  Sandusky  Plains;  an  imm. 
along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline  in  Lake  6 Jan  QP) 
may  have  been  a very  tardy  migrant.  Single 
Rough-legged  Hawks  reached  s.  West  Virginia 
in  Pocohontas  and  Wayne  Q-  Waugaman  et  al). 
A Prairie  Ealcon,  presumably  the  one  from 
last  year,  returned  to  Cumberland,  PA  1 Jan 
and  remained  until  6 Feb  (R.  Koury  R,  Freed, 

D.  Grove,  K.  Gingrich).  No  longer  rare  in  win- 
ter, 15+  Merlins  were  reported  in  17  counties 
in  Pennsylvania  during  the  season  (m-.ob.) 

A moderate  Sandhill  Crane  passage  along 
the  w.  flyway  in  Ohio  peaked  7 Dec  with  1000 
over  Darke  (R.  Schieltz,  C.  Hathway),  which 
corresponded  with  970  over  Hamilton 
(m.ob.),  a location  due  s.  of  Darke,  later  that 
day.  The  e.  edge  of  the  flight  was  defined  by 
100  over  Hilliard,  Franklin  6 Dec  (V  Ansel) 
and  50  over  Adams  6 Dec  (fide  V.  Fazio).  An- 
other 770,  including  300  over  Hamilton  21 
Dec  (R  Krusling),  brought  the  southbound 
flight  through  w.  Ohio  to  a strong  tally  of  3030 
birds.  A flock  of  20  lingered  in  Clermont  3 Jan 
(RF).  A strong  spring  return  flight  of  73  birds 
in  Ohio  was  led  by  flocks  of  34  in  Darke  13 
Feb  (A.  Young)  and  35  in  Highland  15  Feb 
(RF).  Up  to  66  Sandhill  Cranes  through  the 
season  at  Plain  Grove,  Lawrence  was  an  excel- 
lent number  for  Pennsylvania  (m.ob.).  The 
usual  wintering  sites  for  Virginia  Rails  in 
Holmes  and  Warren,  OH  hosted  one  or  2 birds 
through  the  season  (J.  Habig,  m.ob.).  Four 
Virginia  Rails  lingered  at  Quakertown  Swamp, 
Bucks,  PA  4 Jan  (DF).  An  American  Avocet 
was  seen  on  the  Erie,  PA  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide 
JM).  Northernmost  wintering  Killdeer  includ- 
ed 2 at  L.  Milton,  Mahoning,  OH  1 Jan  (EK). 
Right  on  time,  spring  arrival  of  the  species  11 
Feb  in  Ohio  had  1-3  birds  in  Licking  (M.  Van 
Schoyk),  Clark  (J.  Glover),  Lorain  (K.  Tarvin), 
and  Ottawa  (K.  Kaufman),  with  11  over 


Cincinnati  (B.  Hull).  A Dunlin  was  reported  in 
Lake  5 Dec  (SW).  A late  Spotted  Sandpiper 
was  in  Juniata,  PA  20  Dec  (T.  J.  & T.  H.  Peter- 
sheim),  and  a lingering  Baird’s  Sandpiper  was 
at  Leaser  L.,  Lehigh,  PA  1-7  Dec  (ph.  DW, 
RW).  Remarkably,  a Least  Sandpiper  wintered 
in  Cumberland,  PA  for  the  4th  winter  in  a row 
and  was  present  1 Jan-7  Feb  (V.  Gauthier  et 
al).  Up  to  2 Purple  Sandpipers  remained  at 
Headlands  5 Dec  (SW,  m.ob.),  2 were  ob- 
served in  passage  in  Lake,  OH  21  Dec  QP), 
and  singles  were  at  Presque  Isle  8 & 13  Dec 
(JM).  Lingering  American  Woodcocks  in 
Pennsylvania  included  one  in  Berks  11  Dec  Q- 
Kintner)  and  one  on  the  Wild  Creek-Little 
Gap,  PA  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (C.  Husic). 

A first-cycle  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Fairport 
Harbor,  Lake  2-4  Dec  (RH,  m.ob.),  and  anoth- 
er was  elsewhere  in  Lake  13  Dec  QP).  the  only 
Ohio  reports.  One  was  near  Lakeview  landhll, 
Erie,  PA  21  Feb  QM).  A late  Oight  of  14,000 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  the  Central  Basin  21  Dec 
included  2 Little  Gulls  (jP).  Other  Littles  were 
in  Lake  13  Dec  OP)  and  Cuyahoga  1 Jan  QP). 
while  up  to  6 were  at  Presque  Isle  6 Dec-1  Jan 
QM).  In  Lake,  an  ad.  Black-headed  Gull  13  Dec 
may  have  been  the  same  bird  seen  farther  w.  in 
Cuyahoga  20  Dec-9  Jan  QP  PLyi  M-  Sandy, 
m.ob.),  although  another  ad.  was  seen  in  Lake 
1 Jan  QP).  A first-cycle  Black-headed  was  at 
Fairport  Harbor,  Lake  2 Dec  (RH).  The  Black- 
headed Gull  reported  in  Nov  at  Moraine  S.P., 
Butler,  PA  was  still  present  5 Dec  (B.  Coulter). 
A first-cycle  Black-legged  Kittiwake  made  a 
brief  visit  to  the  Cleveland  lakefront  11  Jan  (C. 
Taylor);  an  ad.  at  Hoover  1-11  Jan  (DSr,  C. 
Bombaci,  m.ob.)  was  very  rare  for  the  Ohio  in- 
terior. One  or  2 California  Gulls  were  sporadi- 
cally reported  from  the  Cleveland  lakefront  6- 
28  Dec  (E.  Bacik,  G.  Leidy,  JBr,  m.ob.),  and  one 
was  at  the  Lakeview  landfill,  Erie,  PA  23-25 
Feb  (ph.  JM).  The  Central  Basin  of  L.  Erie 
hosted  no  fewer  than  25  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls,  with  17  noted  in  passage  in  Lake  7 Dec 
(JP).  Inland,  singles  were  in  Clark  19  Dec 
(DO)  and  at  Berlin  Res.  26  Feb  (CH).  A first- 
cycle  bird  reached  Byrd  Dam  5-8  Feb  (GR,  WA, 
DP)  for  a rare  West  Virginia  record.  Three  or  4 
Thayer’s  Gulls  were  reported  in  the  Central 
Basin  QBr,  JP,  m.ob.).  Up  to  10  Glaucous  Gulls 
were  along  the  Cleveland  lakefront  3 Jan  QL), 
and  a surprising  14  Iceland  Gulls  were  tallied 
there  9 Jan  QBr);  an  Iceland  was  rare  inland  at 
Buck  Creek  15  Feb  (ph.  L.  Jeanblanc,  DO).  A 
first-cycle  Iceland  Gull  at  Byrd  Dam  29  Jan 
(p.a.;  S.  Argabrite,  DP,  MG)  is  a potential  first 
state  record  for  West  Virginia;  it  was  accompa- 
nied by  a first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  that  re- 
mained through  31  Jan  (MO),  and  a different 
first-cycle  Glaucous  was  there  5-8  Feb  (GR, 
WA  et  al.).  Another  Glaucous  was  at  the  Han- 
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This  "green-morph"  Pine  Siskin  was  present  at  Jacobsburg  Environ- 
mental Education  Center,  Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania  5 Feb- 
ruary 2009,  one  of  several  reported  in  the  state  during  the  winter. 
Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 


nibal  Lock  & Dam,  Wetzel,  WV  24  Jan  (WJ). 
In  Ohio,  interior  Glaucous  Gulls  were  at  L. 
Rockwell,  Portage  23  Feb  (GCu),  at  Buck 
Creek  S.P.,  Clark  22-28  Feb  (up  to  2;  FF;  DO, 
m.ob.),  and  at  East  Fork  S.P.,  Clennont  1-6  Dec 
(D.  Brinkman,  0.  Watson,  S.  Bobonick, 
m.ob.).  In  Pennsylvania,  8 Glaucous,  13  Ice- 
land, and  2 Thayer’s  Gulls  were  noted  on  the 
Lower  Bucks,  PA  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  AM).  Up 
to  3 Thayer’s  Gulls  were  in  Erie,  PA  20-25  Feb 
QM),  and  15  Glaucous  were  there  18  Dec-r, 
mostly  at  Lakeview  landhll  QM).  Intensive  gull 
study  along  the  Cleveland  lakefront  brought  to 
light  3 Great  Black-backed  Gull  x Herring  Gull 
hybrids  31  Jan  (JP)  and  a Herring  Gull  x Glau- 
cous Gull  hybrid  1 Jan  (JP).  Although  no  more 
than  500  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  amassed 
along  the  Cleveland  lakefront  in  Jan  (m.ob.), 
several  wandered  inland,  with  2 s.  to  Pleasants, 
WV  17  & 19  Jan  QBi,  JTh)  and  a hrst-cycle 
bird  at  Byrd  Dam  10  Jan  (WA,  DP,  MG).  A co- 
operative Pomarine  Jaeger  at  Avon  L.,  Lorain, 
OH  11-20  Dec  (SW,  RLy  m.ob.)  was  enjoyed 
by  many.  A Pomarine/Parasitic  Jaeger  was  at 
Presque  Isle  7 Dec  QM);  another  in  Lake,  OH 
3 Jan  0?)  was  tardy. 

OWLS  THROUGH  FfHCHES 

Unexpected  Barn  Owls  were  detected  in  Ot- 
tawa, OH  27  Dec  QP)  and  Hardy,  WV  13  Jan 
(MO).  In  Pennsylvania,  an  encouraging  10 
Barn  Owls  were  reported,  mostly  on  Christ- 
mas counts  in  Dec  (m.ob.).  Hardy  birds  in- 
cluded singles  in  Berks,  PA  on  13  Jan  and  24 
Feb  (J.  Silagy).  Up  to  7 Snowy  Owls  were  re- 
ported in  Pennsylvania  8 Dec-28  Feb 
(m.ob.),  although  some  may  have  been  the 
same  birds.  A Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 
was  reported  on  the  Harrisburg,  PA  C.B.C. 
(fide  D.  Hoffman).  Rufous  Hummingbirds  in 
Pennsylvania  were  at  Crafton,  Allegheny 
through  2 Dec  (fide  GM),  Chambersburg, 
Franklin  through  22  Dec  (D.  Gearhart),  Ship- 
pensburg,  Franklin  6 Dec  (D.  Gearhart),  and 
Marysville,  Perry  14  Jan  (b.;  S.  Weidensaul). 
Exceptional  in  Ohio  were  single  Eastern 
Phoebes  n.  to  Columbus  through  18  Jan  (RR) 
and  Maumee  Bay  S.P.,  Lucas  6 Jan  (C.  Knoll); 
more  expected  were  2 in  Jackson  20  Dec  QMc 
et  al.)  and  2 at  Shawnee  S.E,  Scioto  12  Jan 
(RR).  A lingering  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at 
Longwood,  Chester,  PA  10  Jan  (LL).  Casual  in 
the  L.  Erie  archipelago,  a Tufted  Titmouse 
reached  Kelleys  L,  Erie,  OH  26  Feb  (TB  et  al.). 
There  were  at  least  40  reports  of  Northern 
Shrikes  in  Pennsylvania  1 Dec-t  (fide  GG). 
Lingering  Blue-headed  Vireos  were  in  Butler, 
PA  7 Dec  (D.  Darney)  and  on  the  Butler,  PA 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  (G.  Wilhelm).  An  amazing  71 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  tallied  at  Alan 
Seeger  N.A.,  Huntingdon,  PA  14  Dec  (D.  &.  T. 


Kyler,  D.  Grove,  GG).  Lingering  House 
Wrens  in  Pennsylvania  included  one  on 
the  Glenolden  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (N.  & T. 
Crocetto),  one  on  the  Wild  Creek-Little 
Gap  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide  DW),  and  2 on 
the  Southern  Lancaster  County  C.B.C. 

14  Dec  (fide  BS). 

According  to  Hess,  Common  Ravens 
are  having  “the  most  signihcant  range 
expansion  of  any  species  in  sw.  Pennsyl- 
vania.” Twenty-seven  were  reported 
among  eight  counties  during  the  season 
(fide  PH).  Tree  Swallows  proved  hardier 
this  season  than  in  perhaps  any  other 
winter,  with  7 late  migrants  on  the  L. 

Erie  shoreline  at  Ottawa  N.W.R.  7 Dec 
(TB  et  al.)  and  15+  early  migrants  on  the 
Shenandoah  R.,  Jefferson,  WV  16  Eeb 
(C.  Del-Collee).  Courting  disaster  were  3 in 
Lake,  OH  1 Jan  QP)-  Up  to  3 Cave  Swallows 
were  still  present  at  the  Northeast  W.PC.P  2 
Dec,  and  up  to  125  Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallows  were  still  there  that  same  day  (FW), 
with  75  still  there  10  Jan  (FW)  and  one  in 
Lancaster  6-21  Dec  (E,  Witmer,  B.  Carl).  A 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  was  n.  to  Hoover  17 
Jan  (K.  Davis),  and  a hardy  one  was  at  Green 
Lane  Res.,  Montgomery,  PA  14  Feb  (KC).  A 
Marsh  Wren  at  L.  Abrams,  Cuycdwga  30  Dec 
(N.  Howell)  was  a rare  winter  visitor  to  ne. 
Ohio;  2 were  still  at  Quakertown  Swamp, 
Bucks,  PA  4 Jan  (DF).  A Varied  Thrush  at  Al- 
lentown, PA  30  Jan-28  Feb  (P.  & D.  Reinhart, 
m.ob.,  ph.  RW)  was  a first  for  Lehigh.  A Gray 
Catbird  was  n.  to  Ashlattd,  OH  24  Jan  (G. 
Cowell).  The  40  American  Pipits  at  Green  Bot- 
tom 31  Jan  (MG,  DP,  WA)  was  among  the  larg- 
er mid-season  counts.  Four  were  n.  to  Summit, 
OH  4 Feb  (GB),  with  one  at  Walborn  Res., 
Stark,  OH  2 Feb  (GB);  40  American  Pipits 
were  tallied  on  the  Lower  Bucks  County,  PA 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  AM);  and  20  were  at  Core 
Creek  Park,  Bucks,  PA  28  Jan  (B.  Keim). 

In  Pennsylvania,  lingering  Nashville  War- 
blers were  found  at  Peach  Bottom,  Lancaster 
1-18  Dec  (B.  Schutsky),  Warrington,  Bucks 
14-17  Dec  (T.  Kellogg),  and  Langhorne  17-21 
Dec  (G.  Dewaghe).  All  were  noted  feeding  in 
azaleas;  the  Lancaster  bird  ate  lace  bug  eggs 
(BS).  Single  Orange-crowned  Warblers  were 
in  Cincinnati  28  Dec  (ph.  RF),  along  the 
Olentangy  R.,  Columbus  4 Jan  (DSr),  at 
Northeast  W.PC.P.  3-4  Jan  (TF,  FW),  and  win- 
tering at  Langhorne,  Bucks,  PA  (G.  Dewaghe) 
and  at  West  Chester,  Chester,  PA  (M.  A. 
Knox).  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  visited  Allen- 
town, Lehigh,  PA  16  Jan+  (ph.  TJ,  CR);  it  fed 
at  sapsucker  wells  (RW).  A male  Black-throat- 
ed  Blue  Warbler  at  a Stark  feeder  5-21  Dec  (G. 
Thomas,  S.  Jackson,  ph.  R.  Macko,  m.ob.) 
provided  a new  late  date  for  Ohio.  Late  Palm 


Warblers  included  2 in  Mason,  WV  1 Jan  (GR, 
MG,  DP)  and  5 at  the  Northeast  W.PC.P.  10 
Jan  (TF,  FW).  A Pine  Warbler  wintered  on  the 
Ohio  State  University  campus  13  Jan-11  Feb 
(DSr).  Pennsylvania  had  reports  of  13,  mostly 
in  Dec,  but  a few  remained  through  the  win- 
ter (m.ob.),  with  up  to  5 found  into  early  Jan 
at  Coatesville  Res.,  Chester  (LL).  A Prairie 
Warbler  on  the  Glenolden  C.B.C.  20  Dec  fur- 
nished a first  count  record  and  the  latest  ever 
for  Pennsylvania  (L.  Hunn,  E.  Akers,  G. 
Todor,  P Travelino).  Lingering  Ovenbirds  in 
Pennsylvania  included  one  on  Tunkhannock 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  R.  Koval)  and  one  at 
Northeast  W.P.C.P.  10  Jan  (S.  Towey).  A Yel- 
low-breasted Chat  was  out  of  place  at  Marsh 
Creek  S.P.,  Chester,  PA  1 Jan  (BB).  Common 
Yellowthroats  were  recorded  in  Pennsylvania 
at  Gwynedd  Preserve,  Montgomeiy  25  Dec 
(AM,  J.  Mirabclla),  at  Levittown,  Bucks  1 1 
Feb  (N.  Bilheimer),  on  the  Woodbridge  Run 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  B.  Schultz),  and  on  the 
Philadelphia  Mid-Winter  Bird  Census  (6 
birds;  jide  K.  Russell).  A Summer  Tanager  at 
a feeder  in  Hartstown,  Crawford,  PA  1-27  Dec 
(fide  M.  Byler,  ph.  SB)  was  the  latest  ever 
recorded  in  Pennsylvania. 

A Dickcissel  at  a Blendon  Woods  Metro- 
park,  Franklin,  OH  feeder  14  Dec  remained 
through  the  winter  (ph.  G.  Stauffer,  m.ob.);  in 
Pennsylvania,  singles  were  in  Huntingdon  1-31 
Dec  (D.  & T.  Kyler),  Bensalem  Twp.,  Bucks  13 
Jan+  (N.  Zahn,  V,  DeAntonis),  Newville,  Cum- 
berland 14  Feb  (R.  Freed  el  al),  and  Holtwood, 
Lancaster  9 Jan-25  Feb  (T.  Amico,  BS,  CC).  A 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  found  in  Londonberry 
Twp.,  Chester  on  the  Western  Chester  County, 
PA  C.B.C.  3 Jan  through  9 Feb  represented  the 
state’s  first  winter  record  (K.  Fryberger,  ph.  B. 
Byrnes,  ph.  DW),  and  a Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  al 
the  Darlington  Tract,  Delaware  25  Jan-1  Mar 
furnished  just  the  8th  record  for  Pennsylvania 
(A.  Guarente,  ph.  DW).  Following  the  record 
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23  Chipping  Sparrows  recorded  on  the  Hamil- 
ton, OH  C.B.C.,  the  species  was  found  widely 
across  Ohio,  wintering  n.  to  Mahoning  (B.  & 
D,  Lane),  Franklin  (RR,  B.  Sparks),  Hancock 
10-11  Jan  (2;  R.  Sams),  and  Delaware  11-13 
Jan  (D.  Sanders,  T.  Bain).  A Savannah  Sparrow 
was  n.  to  Columbus  29  Jan  (DSr).  Up  to  4 
American  Tree  Sparrows  were  s.  to  Putnam, 
WV  28-30  Jan  (CE,  KKi).  A Berkeley,  WV 
feeder  hosted  both  a Lark  Sparrow  and  a Lin- 
coln’s Sparrow  27  Jan-1  Feb  (ph.  MO,  S. 
Roach).  In  Pennsylvania,  Lincoln’s  Sparrows 
were  at  Curlsville,  Clarion  3-13  Jan  (ph.  C. 
’Winslow),  at  the  Schuylkill  Center  for  Envi- 
ronmental Education,  Philadelphia  10  Jan  (K. 
Januski),  on  the  Pennypack  C.B.C.  20  Dec 
(fide  P.  Kurtz),  on  the  Warren  C.B.C.  20  Dec 
(fide  M.  Toole),  and  on  the  Rector  C.B.C.  3 Jan 
(2,  with  one  of  these  birds  remaining  through 
the  season;  A.  ’Vitz).  Another  Lark  Sparrow  vis- 
ited a Crawford,  OH  feeder  12-26  Jan  (ph.  J. 
Muchow,  m.ob.).  Single  Fox  Sparrows,  typical- 
ly at  feeders,  were  widely  reported  across  Ohio 
to  L.  Erie.  Very  rare  in  West  Virginia,  a Harris’s 
Sparrow  was  discovered  near  Handley  W.M.A., 
Pocohontas  20  Dec  (DP,  MG);  others  were  in 
Cincinnati  28  Dec  (fide  Jay  Stenger)  and  at 
Beech  Creek,  Clinton,  PA  7 Jan-24  Feb  (D. 
Braiming,  S.  Sneath,  ph.  WL).  Oregon  Juncos 
in  Pennsylvania  included  singles  in  Washing- 
ton Twp.,  Erie,  PA  12  Dec  (T.  Wasilewski),  one 
continuing  at  Harborcreek,  Erie  through  the 
period  (M.  Franz),  and  at  Fairhope,  Somerset 
6-7  Dec  (R.  Ogburn).  Lapland  Longspurs  were 
s.  to  West  Virginia  in  Barbour  13  Feb  (J.  Del 
Col),  the  Eastern  Panhandle  in  Jefferson  21  Dec 
(MO),  and  at  Green  Bottom  31  Jan  (7  birds; 
WA,  MG,  DP).  The  100  Lapland  Longspurs 
and  150  Snow  Buntings  in  Preble  15  Jan  (S. 
Egleston)  were  rare  triple-digit  tallies  for  sw. 
Ohio.  Three  Snow  Buntings  made  a notewor- 
thy total  for  Jefferson,  'WV  1 Jan  (D.  Myles), 
and  up  to  35  were  at  Green  Bottom  31  Jan 
(WA,  MG,  DP).  One  thousand  at  Plain  Grove, 
Lawrence,  PA  23  Jan  must  have  made  an  im- 
pressive sight  (j.  Valimont,  PH). 

Providing  an  exceptional  winter  record  for 
West  Virginia,  an  Indigo  Bunting  visited  a 


Kingwood,  Preston,  WV  feeder  7-26  Dec 
(GF).  An  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting  at  a 
Columbus  feeder  14  Dec-11  Jan  (D.  Sillick, 
m.ob.)  provided  Ohio’s  first  winter  record  and 
4th  ever.  A male  Baltimore  Oriole  wintered  at 
New  Hope,  Bucks,  PA  for  the  5th  year  in  a row 
(S.  Meyers);  several  others  in  Pennsylvania 
included  singles  in  Williams  Twp.,  Northamp- 
ton 18  Jan  (A.  Koch)  and  South  Coventry 
Twp.,  Chester  20  Dec-1  Feb  (N.  Peterson). 
One  made  sporadic  appearances  to  a Wor- 
thington, Franklin,  OH  feeder  21  Dec-15  Jan 
(fide  JMc).  Two  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  in  Lancaster,  PA  10  Jan  (BS,  CC);  one 
was  just  n.  of  Castalia,  Erie,  OH  7 Feb  QP)- 
The  flock  of  80  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  in  Mason, 
WV  1 Jan  (GR,  MG,  DP)  provided  a record 
count  for  the  state  and  is  among  the  largest 
flocks  ever  record  for  the  Region.  The  flock  of 
50  Rusty  Blackbirds  at  Green  Bottom  31  Jan 
(MG,  DP,  MO)  was  representative  of  the  win- 
tering numbers  within  the  wetlands  of  Ap- 
palachian lowlands;  a flock  of  130  was  at 
Gilmore  Ponds,  Butler,  OH  14  Feb  (M. 
Busam,  S.  Pelikan,  C.  Saunders). 

A Common  Redpoll  at  Caesar  Creek  3 Jan 
(NK  et  al.)  was  the  first  to  reach  sw.  Ohio, 
with  2 in  Hamilton  31  Jan  (B.  & T.  Stanley). 
Ultimately,  the  species  was  reported  from  32 
Ohio  counties  (EK),  with  up  to  110  from  Lu- 
cas (fide  EK).  Considered  relatively  rare  in 
West  Virginia,  the  species  reached  Monongalia 
11  Jan  (B.  & E.  Johnson),  Wetzel  25  Jan  (WJ), 
Marshall  28-29  Jan  (2;  D.  Butler,  fide  S.  Shal- 
loway),  and  Wood  5 Feb  (2;  JTh).  The  best 
count  of  Common  Redpolls  in  Pennsylvania 
was  100  intermittently  seen  at  Presque  Isle;  a 
Hoary  Redpoll  was  seen  there  14-15  Feb  OM, 
B.  Coulter).  Up  to  350  Pine  Siskins  were  esti- 
mated at  an  Independence,  Monongalia,  WY 
feeder  (S.  Olcott),  while  flocks  of  200  or  more 
came  from  Randolph,  V/V  11  & 24  Jan  (R. 
Bartgis,  C.  Rucker).  Pine  Siskins  were  abun- 
dant in  Pennsylvania  throughout  the  winter, 
with  flocks  of  100+  or  200+  seen  at  many  lo- 
cations; 250  were  at  a feeder  in  Upper  Freder- 
ick Twp.,  Montgomery,  PA  in  Feb  (P.  & A. 
Guris),  and  a bander  netted  over  1000  during 


the  winter  at  State  College,  Centre,  PA  (N. 
Kerlin).  The  species  was  equally  widespread 
in  Ohio,  where  reported  from  all  but  a few 
counties,  with  in  excess  of  1500  reported 
from  just  three  L.  Erie  counties.  A Pine  Gros- 
beak was  at  Eagle’s  Mere,  Sullivan,  PA  25  Jan 
(D.  McGovern).  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  re- 
ported from  five  C.B.C.s  in  Pennsylvania,  in- 
cluding a high  of  24  on  the  White  Mills 
C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide  GG). 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  boldface 
type):  OHIO:  Rick  Asamoto  (RA),  Tom 
Bartlett  (TB),  Gerry  Bennett  (GB),  Jill  Bowers 
OBo),  Jenny  Brumfield  QBr),  Greg  Cudworth 
(GCu),  Robert  Foppe  (RF),  Frank  Frick  (FF), 
Bruce  Click,  Ray  Hannikman  (RH),  Craig 
Holt  (CH),  Ned  Keller  (NK),  Ethan  Kistler 
(EK),  Jason  Larson  (JL),  Jay  Lehman  0l-h)> 
Robert  Lowry  (RLy),  Jim  McCormac  OMc), 
Doug  Overacker  (DO),  John  Pogacnik  (JP). 
Robert  Royse  (RR),  Dave  Slager  (DSr),  Su 
Snyder,  Suzanne  Wagner  (SW),  Kirk  West- 
erndorf  (KW).  PENNSYLVANIA:  Barry  Blust 
(BB),  Suzanne  Butcher  (SB),  Chuck  Chalfant 
(CC),  Kevin  Crilley  (KC),  Dave  DeReamus 
(Eastern  PA  Birdline;  DD),  David  Eberly 
(DE),  Devich  Farbotnik  (DF),  Todd  Fellen- 
baum  (TF),  Greg  Grove  (GG),  Paul  Hess 
(PH),  Tom  Johnson  (TJ),  Steve  Kacir 
(Delaware  Valley  R.B.A.,  SK),  Rudy  Keller 
(RK),  Wayne  Laubscher  CWL),  Robert  Leber- 
man  (RL),  Larry  Lewis  (LL),  Geoff  Malosh 
(GM),  Mark  McConaughy  (Central  PA  Bird- 
line; MM),  August  Mirabella  (AM),  Dustin 
Welch  (DW),  Jerry  McWilliams  QM),  Nick 
Pulcinella  (NP),  Cameron  Rutt  (CR),  Bob 
Schutsky  (BS),  Amy  Taracido  (RBA,  Western 
Pennsylvania;  AT),  Mark  Vass  (MV),  Dustin 
Welch,  Rick  Wiltraut  (RW),  Frank  Wind- 
felder  (FW),  Eric  Witmer  (EW),  Matt  Wlas- 
niewski  (MW).  WEST  VIRGINIA:  Wendell 
Argabrite  (WA),  Jon  Bennedetti  OBi),  Jon 
Boback  QBk),  M.  Dietrich  (MD),  Cynthia  El- 
lis (CE),  Jeanette  Esker,  Gary  Felton  (GF), 
Mike  Griffith  (MG),  Rick  Hardaway  (RHy), 
Wilma  Jarrell  (WJ),  Kim  Kazmierski  (KKi), 
Matt  Orsie  (MO),  David  Patick  (DP),  Gary 
Rankin  (GR),  Jim  & Judy  Phillips  (JJP),  John 
Tharp  II  QTh).  © 


¥!Ctor  W.  Faiio,  III,  18722  Newell  Road,  Floor  2 
Shaker  Heights,  Ohio  44122,  (bcvireo@sbcgl0bal.net) 
Rick  Wiltraut 

Jacobsburg  Environmental  Education  Center 

835  Jacobsburg  Road,  Wind  Gap,  Pennsylvania  18091 

{rwiltraut@state.pa.us) 

Gregory  W.  Grew,  407  Chandlee  Lab 
Penn  State  University 
University  Park,  Pennsylvania  16802 
(gwg2@psu.edu) 


r h The  big  news  in  winter  2008-2009  was  the  unprecedented  irruption  of  White-winged  Crossbills,  with  thousands  re- 
3 O ported  across  the  Region:  flocks  inundated  all  67  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  55  counties  in  Ohio  (EK),  and  10  counties 
in  West  Virginia.  Project  eBird  tracked  the  flight  in  remarkable  detail,  identi^ing  two  separate  waves  in  Ohio.  More  than  600 
birds  were  reported  during  the  first  week  of  Dec,  only  to  drop  off  dramatically  for  much  of  the  winter.  Another  influx  came 
during  the  last  few  days  of  Jan,  when  in  excess  of  1 100  were  reported.  Flocks  of  200+  were  reported  in  n.  Ohio  from  Fulton, 
Lucas,  and  Ashland  {hde  EK),  and  100  reached  Cincinnati  27  Jan  (DSr).  The  best  count  in  Pennsyivania  was  up  to  200  at  Cook 
Forest  S.P.,  Clarion  20  Dec  (GG),  while  West  Virginia  flocks  were  led  by  40  in  Preston  21  Feb  (GF),  27  in  Berkeley  8 Feb  (MO), 
and  30  in  Ohio  30  Jan  (P.  McKay).  Many  of  the  sightings  were  in  stands  of  Norway  Spruce,  especially  in  the  dozens  of  ceme- 
teries visited  by  birders  on  the  lookout  for  the  species.  In  addition,  small  numbers  of  Red  Crossbills  were  reported  from  14 
counties  in  Ohio  and  about  1 1 counties  in  Pennsylvania. 
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The  Region  experienced  substantial 
amounts  of  precipitation,  with  many 
minor  and  several  major  weather 
events.  Though  temperatures  fluctuated  from 
well  above  to  considerably  below  normal, 
overall  it  was  a cold  winter.  January  in  partic- 
ular was  quite  frigid.  On  the  morning  of  16 
January,  several  lakefront  cities  reported  tem- 
peratures dovm  to  -29°  C,  the  coldest  in  a 
quarter  century.  Despite  the  challenging  con- 
ditions, good  numbers  of  warm  weather  birds 
lingered  or  even  overwintered.  The  most  sig- 
nificant avian  event  of  the  season  was  an  un- 
precedented incursion  of  White-winged 
Crossbills,  accompanied  by  substantial  num- 
bers of  other  winter  finches.  The  majority  of 
sightings  occurred  in  the  northern  tier,  but 
noteworthy  numbers  were  also  seen  in  the 
central  and  southern  parts  of  the  Region. 
Adding  interest  was  a good  assortment  of  rar- 
ities, notable  among  which  were  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye,  Glaucous-winged  Gull,  and 
Hoary  Redpoll. 

Abbreviations:  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  Clinton, 
Fayette,  and  Bond,  IL);  EP.  (Forest  Preserve); 
EW.A.  (Fish  and  Wildlife  Area);  Goose  Pond 
(Goose  Pond  FWA.,  Greene,  IN);  Hawthorn 
(Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan,  IN);  Horseshoe 
(Horseshoe  L.,  Madison,  IL);  Monroe  (L. 
Monroe,  Monroe,  IN);  Montrose  (Montrose 
Pt.  in  Chicago’s  Lincoln  Park);  Rend  L. 
(Franklin  and  Jefferson,  IL). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TURKEY 

Three  significant  concentrations  of  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  in  Indiana  included  367 
at  Willow  Slough,  Newton  2 Feb  QBH).  347  at 
Goose  Pond  19  Feb  (LWS),  and  391  at  Kanka- 
kee FW.A.,  LaPorte  28  Feb  QJM)-  The  Region 


continued  to  see  large  flocks  of  Snow  Geese, 
with  300,000  at  Carl.  L.  22  Feb  (KAM,  DMK), 
aggregations  of  15,000  or  more  at  five  other 
Illinois  locations,  and  a 13  Feb  count  of 
10,000  (YH)  at  L.  Gibson,  Gibson,  represent- 
ing Indiana’s  4th  highest  tally  ever.  Ross’s 
Geese  were  widespread,  with  a peak  count  of 
13  at  Baldwin  L.,  St.  Clair,  IL  27  Feb  (SDB). 
The  imm.  Brant  from  fall  lingered  at  Chicago 
through  14  Dec  (PRC).  Trumpeter  Swans 
continued  to  increase  in  number  in  the  Re- 
gion, as  exemplified  by  96  in  Hunter,  IL  14 
Feb  (EWW),  An  impressive  118,200  Mallards 
were  found  11  Dec  at  Braidwood-Mazonia 
W.A.,  Gmndy,  IL  OhH).  An  amazing  move- 
ment of  dabbling  ducks  along  the  Indiana 
lakefront  in  late  Dec  included  81  Northern 
Pintails  and  108  Green-winged  Teal  27  Dec 
(KJB,  JKC,  SRB).  An  Indiana  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  waterfowl  survey  at  L.  Gib- 
son, Gibson  16  Jan  yielded  a state-high  total  of 
1100  Gadwalls,  and  a census  at  Goose  Pond 
24  Feb  (BF,  LWS,  DRW)  resulted  in  a state- 
high  count  of  9210  Northern  Pintails. 

A tally  of  6000  Canvasbacks  at  Rend  L.  8 
Feb  was  quite  impressive  (LSt).  A female- 
plumaged  Harlequin  Duck  was  reported  from 
Chicago’s  Jackson  Park  3-20  Dec  (PRC,  MCv, 
GN),  while  an  imm.  male 
ranged  from  se.  Chicago 
into  nearby  Indiana  29 
Dec-23  Feb  (ph.  JCK, 
m.ob.).  A female  Harle- 
quin Duck  at  Waukegan, 

IL  9 Feb  (BS)  and  a male 
that  joined  it  14  Feb  (BH) 
were  seen  off  and  on  there 
through  23  Feb.  An 
unidentified  eider  flew  by 
Bev.  Sh.  with  a flock  of 
mergansers  7 Dec  (BJG). 

Though  all  three  scoter 
species  were  seen  along  L. 

Michigan,  White-wingeds 
were  the  best  represented, 
with  a fine  total  of  35  at 
Porter,  IN  lakefront  loca- 
tions 28  Feb  OJM)  and  7 at  Montrose  13  Feb 
(RDH).  As  typical,  a few  of  each  species  were 
scattered  inland,  including  a first  county 
record  for  Black  Scoter  in  Bartholomew,  IN  16 
Feb  (AW).  A nice  count  of  65  Long-tailed 
Ducks  was  made  1 Feb  from  Winlhrop  Har- 
bor (R65rKF).  A group  of  8000  Common 
Goldeneyes  that  graced  Rend  L.  20  Dec 
(DMK)  was  impressive.  A female  Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  found  14  Feb  in  Chicago  (ph. 
SSp)  and  last  seen  28  Feb  (AFS)  was  seen  and 
photographed  by  many  and  was  the  first  in 
Illinois  since  1999.  A female-plumaged  Com- 
mon Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  hybrid 


was  noted  8 Dec  in  Chicago  (DFS). 

No  Gray  Partridges  were  reported  from  Illi- 
nois this  season,  and  the  count  of  37  Greater 
Prairie-Chickens  13  Feb  at  Prairie  Ridge  State 
Natural  Area  (RES)  was  lower  than  in  recent 
years.  However,  the  193  Wild  Turkeys  logged 
13  Jan  in  Greene  and  Sullivan  (LWS)  repre- 
sented Indiana’s  4th  largest  count. 


wintering  birds  as  well  as  migrants  (MS). 
There  were  two  reports  of  Northern 
Goshawks:  25  Jan  in  Waukegan,  IL  (MJB)  and 
8 Feb  in  Vtmtiilion,  IL  (BSo).  At  Bluegrass 
FW.A.  in  Warrick,  IN,  an  intermediate-morph 
Harlan’s  Hawk  was  photographed  16  Feb 
(YH),  and  a dark  morph  was  at  Hawthorn  24 
Feb  (DRW,  LWS).  Higher-than-average  totals 
of  Golden  Eagles  were  reported:  20  from  In- 
diana and  7 in  Illinois.  An  ad.  Prairie  Falcon 
was  at  Goose  Pond  17  Dec  (JC,  RLH,  SH, 
WH,  DJ)  and  perhaps  the  same  bird  was  seen 
at  Hawthorn  17  Dec  (J&SH,  G&LB,  DD  et  al.) 
& 8 Jan  (DRW  el  al.).  Another  Prairie  Falcon 


LOONS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A fine  season  for  Red-throated  Loons  includ- 
ed 19  tallied  at  three  Indiana  lakefront  sites 
28  Feb  OJM)  and  3 at  Waukegan,  IL  16  Feb 
(MAM,  JSm).  The  only  inland  sightings  were 
single  birds  on  Monroe  12  Dec  (DRW)  and  on 
Rend  L.  20  Dec  (DMK).  Common  Loons  were 
scarce  in  Illinois,  with  only  6 reported.  An  ex- 
cellent count  of  96  Pied-billed  Grebes  was 
made  25  Dec  at  East  Fork  L.,  Richland,  IL 
(CLH).  Red-necked  Grebes  occurred  4 Dec  at 
Rend  L.  (LSt)  and  6 Dec  in  E.  Chicago,  IN 
OJM).  A single  American  Bittern  was  found  at 
Goose  Pond  3 (LWS)  & 17  Dec  (MC,  MM), 
Overwintering  Black-crowned  Night-Herons 
included  3-4  at  two  Lake,  IN  locations  and  15 
at  Horseshoe  (FRH), 

An  excellent  observation  of  108  Turkey 
Vultures  21  Feb  in  Bond,  IL  likely  included 


Representing  only  the  second  record  for  the  Indiana  lakefront,  this  cooperative  first- 
year  female  Spotted  Towhee  remained  at  Ogden  Dunes  from  1 5 December  2008  (here 
29  January)  through  the  end  of  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Michael  Jopp. 
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was  seen  5-16  Jan  in  Champaim,  IL  (EJC,  ph. 
BP,  GSL,  m.ob.). 

A Virginia  Rail  was  found  20  Dec  in  St. 
Clair,  IL  (TJD),  2 were  heard  calling  in  Union, 
IL  29  Dec  (SDB,  PAM),  and  singles  were  at  tra- 
ditional wintering  locales  at  Illinois  Beach  S.P 
31  Dec-9  Jan  (EWW,  tGAW)  and  Bev.  Sh.  2 
Jan  OJM).  A Spotted  Sandpiper  seen  four 
times  between  6 Jan  and  10  Feb  at  Rend  L. 
(LSt)  added  to  fewer  than  five  winter  records 
for  Illinois.  Early  to  return  to  n.  Illinois  was  a 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Whalon  Lake  EP,  Will,  IL 
26  Feb  (JSm).  Other  lingering  shorebirds  at 
Rend  L.  included  a Sanderling  9 Dec  (LSt)  and 
a Least  Sandpiper  20  Dec  (LSt).  Another  Least 
Sandpiper  was  in  Union,  IL  29  Dec  (SDB, 
PAM).  A Bairds  Sandpiper  3-4  Dec  at  Mon- 
trose (RDH,  ph.  KH)  was  very  late  to  depart. 

GULLS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

An  unprecedented  6 Laughing  Gulls  were 
recorded,  all  in  Illinois.  The  C.B.C.  season 
produced  singles  20  Dec  at  Rend  L.  (RES, 
CLH)  and  21  Dec  at  Crab  Orchard  N.W.R. 
(RSR,  ph.  KAM,  CAT,  TLK).  The  lone  sighting 
away  from  s.  Illinois  was  an  ad.  at  Starved 
Rock  S.P  23  Dec  (MLPR,  ph.  MH).  Given  few 
prior  Jan  records  for  Illinois,  2 ads.  along  the 
Mississippi  R.  in  Madison  2 Jan  (DMK,  MS) 
and  an  ad.  at  Carl.  L.  10  Jan  (DMK,  MS)  were 
quite  remarkable.  A Franklin’s  Gull  seen  15 
Feb  at  Horseshoe  (FRH)  was  also  very  late.  A 
California  Gull  at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  3 
(EWW)  & 6 Dec  (ph.  RDH)  was  the  only  one 
reported.  The  less-common  larger  gulls  were 
seen  in  good  numbers  this  winter.  Selected  re- 
ports indicative  of  gull  abundance  included 
10  Thayer’s  Gulls  on  the  Mississippi  R.  in 
Madison,  IL  18  Jan  (DMK,  MS),  10  Thayer’s 
and  8 Iceland  Gulls  at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL 
21  Feb  (GAW,  m.ob.),  3 Icelands  at  Lock  & 
Dam  26  in  Madison,  IL  24  Jan  (KAM),  4 Less- 
er Black-backed  Gulls  at  Winthrop  Harbor  20 
Dec  (EWW),  11  Glaucous  Gulls  at  Long  L., 
Porter,  IN  14  Feb  QKC,  JJM,  SRB),  and  6 
Glaucous  in  Chicago  22  Feb  (WJM).  A Glau- 
cous Gull  at  Place  Trail  Marsh  15  (SN)  & 17 
Feb  (RHu)  provided  a first  record  for  St. 
Joseph,  IN.  A second-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  x 
Herring  Gull  hybrid  was  observed  at 
Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  21  Feb  (MLPR,  m.ob.). 
A hrst-cycle  Glaucous-winged  Gull  was  at 
Horseshoe  6-20  Dec  (ph.  WMR,  FRH).  Over 
200  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  reported 
along  the  Indiana  lakefront,  the  most  ever  for 
a winter  season.  A new  one-day  high  for  Indi- 
ana occurred  with  29  at  two  lakefront  sites  21 
Feb  OCLC,  RS,  RH,  WH),  and  an  exceptional 
16  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  tallied  in 
Chicago  19  & 22  Feb  (DFS,  WJM).  A hrst-cy- 
cle  Great  Black-backed  on  Monroe  20  Dec 


Part  of  a massive  flight  into  the  Midwest  and  elsewhere  by 
White-winged  Crossbills,  this  female  was  photographed  at 
Oak  Hill  Cemetery  in  Montgomery  County,  Indiana  on  31 
January  2009.  Photograph  by  Michael  R.  Brown. 

(DC,  WH,  DRW  RB)  provided  an  extremely 
rare  inland  record  for  Indiana. 

A flock  of  9 Monk  Parakeets  observed  in 
Highland,  IN  12  Dec  (MT)  represented  east- 
ward expansion  from  the  increasing  Chicago 
population.  A Barn  Owl  at  Eldon  Hazlet  S.P, 
Clinton,  IL  24  Jan  (MS)  provided  the  Region’s 
only  report.  The  season  was  excellent  for 
Snowy  Owls,  with  16  reported  in  Illinois  and 
5 in  Indiana.  Three  were  concentrated  s.  of 
LaSalle  L.  near  Seneca,  IL  17  Feb  (R&KF). 

A hne  total  of  13  Eastern  Phoebes  was  re- 
ported for  the  season  in  Indiana,  but  the 
species  was  relatively  scarce  in  Illinois,  with 
all  but  2 of  7 coming  from  the  s.  part  of  the 
state.  Numerous  and  widespread  reports  indi- 
cated a fairly  good  season  for  Northern 
Shrikes.  Southerly  birds  in  Indiana  occurred 
at  Muscatatuck  N.W.R.,  Jennings  (DGr),  and 
in  Sullivan  at  Minnehaha  EW.A.,  Dugger 
FW.A.,  and  Hawthorn  (DG,  LWS).  Farthest  s. 
in  Illinois  was  one  at  Carl.  L.  15  Dec  (WCR, 
JM).  Notably,  an  Indianapolis  crow  roost  was 
estimated  to  contain  22,000  birds  3 Feb  (SS). 
A hardy  Tree  Swallow  lingered  through  4 Dec 
at  Homer  L.,  Champaign,  IL  (RV). 

WRENS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

The  s.  tier  of  Illinois  hosted  several  wrens  that 
braved  the  colder  temperatures.  House  Wrens 
were  noted  at  Carl.  L.  7 Dec  (DMK,  MS)  and 
at  Rend  L.  20  Dec  (RES,  CLH).  Two  Sedge 
Wrens  were  in  St.  Clair  20  Dec  (TJD),  while 
one  was  noted  22  & 26  Dec  at  Prairie  Ridge 
State  Natural  Area  (CLH,  RES).  Marsh  Wrens 
joined  the  mix,  with  birds  in  St.  Clair  (TJD) 
and  at  Rend  L.  (KAM,  MS),  both  20  Dec. 


A Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  a rare  visitor  in 
a residential  area  w.  of  Elburn  ER,  Kane,  IL  15 
Feb  (DFS).  Three  Varied  Thrushes  graced  the 
Region:  a female  provided  a first  record  for 
Marshall,  IN  in  Plymouth  9-30  Dec  (S&CO  et 
al;  ph.  JCK);  a male  was  found  at  Ogden 
Dunes,  Porter,  fN  8-19  Jan  (BB;  KJB,  JKC); 
and  another  male  was  at  Afton  EP,  DeKalb,  IL 
16  Feb  (DFS).  An  amazing  Wood  Thrush  as- 
sociated with  a group  of  Hermit  Thrushes  in 
Hoosier  N.E  20  Dec  (|G);  it  provided  Indi- 
ana’s 2nd  ever  Dec  record.  Gray  Catbirds  lin- 
gering past  fall  in  the  n.  tier  included  birds  in 
Chicago  4 Dec  (DBJ)  and  18-19  Dec  (DFS, 
TGn,  JDW),  plus  one  at  Ogden  Dunes  15  Dec 
OCK,  JJM)  that  was  joined  by  another  the 
next  day  (MT),  with  one  remaining  through 
18  Dec  OJM)-  A Brown  Thrasher  in  w.  Bev.  Sh. 
9 Jan  (BJG)  was  significant.  Remarkably,  there 
were  three  Dec  American  Pipit  reports  on  the 
Indiana  lakefront;  prior  to  2007,  there  had 
been  none. 

Notable  for  the  season  was  the  diversity  of 
warblers.  The  Region  hosted  5 Orange- 
crowned  Warblers.  One  that  had  lingered  at 
West  Beach,  Porter,  IN  into  Nov  was  seen 
again  12  Dec  OJM),  furnishing  the  Indiana 
lakefront’s  2nd  Dec  record.  Other  Orange- 
crowneds  were  seen  3 Dec  in  Chicago  (DBJ), 
21  Dec  in  Gibson,  IN  (CEM  et  al.),  29  Dec  at 
Horseshoe  (BS),  and  26  Jan  and  11  & 15  Feb 
in  Urbana,  IL  (ph.  RK,  EWW).  A Cape  May 
Warbler  was  observed  at  a suet  feeder  21  Feb 
in  Urbana,  IL  (DLT);  only  one  prior  true  win- 
tering record  is  known  for  Illinois.  Five  indi- 
viduals of  the  hardier  Pine  Warbler  were 
recorded  in  Illinois  and  one  in  Indiana.  In  the 
n.  tier,  one  continued  from  fall  in  a yard  in 
Elmhurst,  IL  through  20  Dec  and  was  seen 
there  again  24  Jan  and  3 Feb  (ph.  BH);  and  in 
St.  Joseph,  IN  a first-year  female  was  found  3 
Jan  (B&Sf).  Southern  sightings  included  2 at 
Carl.  L.  7 Dec  (DMK,  MS),  one  on  the  Rend 
Lake  C.B.C.  (fide  KAM),  and  one  at  Crab  Or- 
chard N.W.R.  9 Jan  (KAM).  Two  Palm  War- 
blers were  located  on  the  Rend  Lake  C.B.C. 
20  Dec  (THi,  JMe,  RSR  et  al),  with  one,  or 
possibly  both,  still  there  5 Jan  (ph.  KAM, 
LSt).  Additional  Palms  were  at  Arklands 
Reclamation  Area,  Perry,  IL  27  Dec  (TJD)  and 
Carl.  L.  6 Jan  (DMK,  MS).  An  Ovenbird  lin- 
gered through  8 Dec  in  Glen  Ellyn,  IL  (NB, 
RR),  while  a Northern  Waterthrush  contin- 
ued from  fall  through  2 Dec  in  Chicago’s  Lin- 
coln Park  (ph.  GN).  A Common  Yellowthroat 
was  seen  on  the  Meredosia  C.B.C.  16  Dec 
(Jide  TW). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

Spotted  Towhees,  rare  but  regular  in  winter 
in  Illinois,  included  one  18  Jan-24  Feb  in 
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Ogle  (D&JF,  DTW,  ph.  EC,  m.ob.)  and  an- 
other at  Horseshoe  26  Dec-2  Jan  (KAM  et 
al).  They  are  reported  less  frequently  in  In- 
diana, making  more  notable  the  first-year  fe- 
male discovered  at  Ogden  Dunes,  Porter  15 
Dec+  (ph.  jJM,  ph.  JCK);  it  represented  Indi- 
ana’s 2nd  lakefront  record.  Chipping  Spar- 
rows were  notably  numerous  in  the  Region, 
with  38  reported.  The  8 Le  Conte’s  Sparrows 
counted  22  Dec  in  Jasper,  IL  (RES,  CLH)  and 
7 at  Horseshoe  2 Jan  (DMK,  MS)  were  note- 
worthy. Other  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  included 
singles  at  Goose  Pond  17  Dec  (LWS,  JBr),  at 
Rend  L.  5 Jan  (KAM),  and  all  season  in  Ur- 
bana,  IL  (ph.  GSL,  m.ob.).  A Harris’s  Spar- 
row wintered  at  Urbana,  IL  (SR,  m.ob.),  one 
was  seen  15  Dec-17  Feb  in  Monroe,  IL 
(C&PD),  and  one  appeared  in  Evansville,  IN 
24  Jan  (TH  et  al.).  Some  4000  Lapland 
Longspurs  at  Carl.  L.  31  Jan  (DMK)  were  no- 
table. Laplands  also  pressed  farther  to  the  s. 
than  usual  in  Indiana:  approximately  2000 
were  seen  in  rural  Marshall  17  Dec  (RHu), 
1300  were  in  Boone  3 Jan  (DG  et  al.),  and 
350  were  tallied  in  Monroe  18  Jan  (DRW). 
Snow  Buntings  joined  longspurs  in  moving 
southward  in  Indiana,  as  evidenced  by  150 
in  Boone  16  Jan  (RLH),  220  at  L.  Lemon, 
Brown  28  Jan  O&SH),  and  100  in  Dubois  29 
Jan  (AK).  Snow  Buntings  were  also  fairly  nu- 
merous in  n.  Illinois,  with  500  in  Winneba- 
go, IL  11  Jan  (DTW,  BCW)  among  three 
counts  in  excess  of  300. 

An  ad.  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  in 
South  Elgin,  IL  27  Feb  (ph.  MKM  et  al.)  was 
unexpected.  Single  Indigo  Buntings  were  re- 
ported in  Terre  Haute,  IN  14  Dec  (ph.  MRB, 
JS)  and  at  Monroe  20  Dec  QD,  JB).  Dickcis- 
sels  were  unusually  numerous,  with  8 re- 
ported in  the  Region.  Four  of  these  were  de- 
tected in  White,  IL  29  Dec  (RES,  CLH);  oth- 
er singles  included  an  imm.  at  Carl.  L.  6 Dec 
(WMR),  one  13  Dec  in  Urbana,  IL  (GSL),  an 
ad.  male  15  Dec  at  Carl.  L.  (RHy),  and  Indi- 
ana’s 8th  Dec  record  in  Gibson  26  Dec  (ph. 
TH).  The  tally  of  114  Eastern  Meadowlarks 
at  Goose  Pond  17  Dec  (MC,  MM)  was  no- 
table; 8 in  deep  snow  in  Miami,  IN  27  Jan 
(SD)  were  surprising.  Yellow-headed  Black- 
birds were  recorded  at  Whittington,  IL  11 
Dec  (LSt)  and  28  Feb  in  Richland,  IL  (RES, 
CLH).  The  25  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  at  Goose 
Pond  16  Dec  (LWS)  represented  Indiana’s 
only  count  of  multiple  birds  this  season.  Re- 
portedly present  for  a month,  an  imm.  Balti- 
more Oriole  was  found  at  a LaGrange,  IN 
feeder  22  Dec  (LS). 

FINCHES 

For  the  2nd  consecutive  winter,  finches  ap- 
peared in  good  numbers.  The  season  featured 
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a record  flight  of  White-winged  Crossbills, 
omnipresent  across  the  n.  tier,  and  an  excep- 
tional irruption  of  redpolls,  including  many 
Hoaries.  Among  -widespread  Purple  Finch  re- 
ports, the  peak  tallies  were  42  at  Sand  Ridge 
S.E,  Mason,  IL  19  Jan  (KAM)  and  29  at  Pigeon 
River  EW.A.,  LaGrange,  IN  31  Jan  (JAH,  SSc, 
RSm).  Best  among  Illinois’s  23  reports  of  Red 
Crossbills  were  26  at  Lowden-Miller  S.E, 
Ogle  26  Jan  (AA),  20  at  Sand  Ridge  S.E,  Ma- 
son 19  Jan  (KAM),  and  13  at  Lowden-Miller 
S.E  14  Dec  (EWW).  In  ’Figo,  IN,  5 were  en- 
countered 28  Dec  (PES). 

White-winged  Crossbills  irrupted  into  the 
Region  in  unprecedented  numbers.  In  Indi- 
ana, the  count  of  230  birds  16  Jan  at  Chain  O’ 
Lakes  S.P.  OJM,  JKC)  was  seven  times  larger 
than  any  pre-2009  maximum  count  for  the 
state.  The  record  was  short-lived,  however,  as 
425  birds  were  tallied  at  three  locations  in  No- 
ble and  Allen  18  Jan  (DG,  TG).  High  counts 
from  Illinois  included  80  at  St.  Mary’s  Semi- 
nary in  Lake,  IL  11  Feb  (SDB),  70  at  the 
Chicago  Botanic  Gardens  25  Jan  (BWH  et  al), 
and  60  at  the  Morton  Arboretum,  DuPage  11 
Jan  ORkS)-  While  their  stronghold  appeared 
to  be  the  n.  tier,  and  especially  ne.  Indiana, 
White-wingeds  were  seen  in  several  Indi- 
anapolis locations  (KR,  LP,  GLC,  WH,  m.ob.), 
30  were  noted  in  Sangamon,  IL  16  Feb  (HDB), 
and  they  made  it  as  far  s.  as  Bloomington,  IN 
by  1 Feb  (BJG,  PBG,  LWS  et  al). 

Redpolls  participated  in  the  invasion  as 
well,  with  a major  incursion  that  began  in 
mid-Jan.  Large  concentrations  included  225 
at  the  Chicago  Botanic  Gardens  14  Feb 
(MHg),  140  in  Dune  Acres,  Porter,  IN  28  Jan 
(BJG),  120  in  a yard  in  Mundelein,  Lake,  IL 
21  Feb  (SDB),  110  at  Van  Patten  Woods  ER, 
Lake,  IL  21  Feb  (EWW),  and  62  at  Ogden 
Dunes  in  Porter,  IN  20  Jan  QCK).  The  south- 
ernmost were  at  Carl.  L.,  with  2 there  25  Jan 
(MS)  and  one  28  Jan  (DMK).  Mixed  in 
amongst  the  Common  Redpolls  was  an  ex- 
ceptional number  of  Hoary  Redpolls.  Two 
were  found  in  w.  Bev.  Sh,  2 Feb  (ph.  JJM);  one 
was  still  present  7 Feb  QKC  et  al).  The 
Chicago  Botanic  Gardens  hosted  a Hoary  24 
Jan-28  Feb  (AFS,  BE,  ph.  NL,  ph.  AB,  m.ob.), 
one  was  in  McLean,  IL  25-26  Jan  (ph.  MEF, 
ph.  TB,  MJW),  and  yet  one  more  was  at  a 
feeder  in  Chesterton,  IN  21-25  Feb  (KJB).  It 
was  also  a very  good  winter  for  Pine  Siskins, 
especially  in  Jan,  as  an  all-time  high  total  was 
reported  that  month  in  Indiana.  The  maxi- 
mum tally  for  the  Region  was  104  seen  at  the 
Morton  Arboretum,  DuPage,  IL  22  Feb  (DJS). 

Contributors  cited  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Amar  Ayyash,  Susan  R.  Bagby, 
Steven  D.  Bailey,  Michael  J.  Baum,  Joni  Beat- 


rice, Roger  Beckman,  Nancy  Bent,  Alex  Bloss, 
H.  David  Bohlen,  Gary  & Lisa  Bowman,  Ken- 
neth J.  Brock  (Indiana),  James  Brown  Qbr), 
Michael  R.  Brown,  Todd  Bugg,  Brad  Bum- 
gardner,  Eddie  Callaway,  John  K.  Cassady, 
Gordon  L.  Chastain,  Elizabeth  J.  Chato,  Mike 
Clarke,  Paul  R.  Clyne,  James  Cole,  Dave 
Crouch,  Matthew  Cvetas  (MCv),  Julie  Dales, 
David  Daniels,  Carl  & Pen  Daubach,  Timo- 
thy J.  Dever,  Steve  Doud,  Bob  Erickson.  Brad 
Feaster,  Robert  & Karen  Fisher,  Matthew  E. 
Fraker,  Darrell  & Janet  Friday,  Tom  Gnoske 
(TGn),  Don  Gorney  Terri  Gorney  Darlena 
Graham  (DGr),  Brendan  J.  Grube,  Peter  B. 
Grube,  Jess  Gwinn,  Matt  Hale,  Ryan  Hamil- 
ton, Travis  Harris,  Yvonne  Harris,  C.  Leroy 
Harrison,  James  A.  Haw,  Roger  Hayes  (RHy), 
Roger  L.  Hedge,  Bruce  Heimer,  James  & Su- 
san Hengeveld,  Brian  W.  Herriott,  Jed  B. 
Hertz,  Trevor  Hinckley  (THi),  Kanae 
Hirabayashi,  Michael  Hogg  (MHg),  Frank  R. 
Holmes,  Wes  Homoya,  Steve  Housefield, 
Robert  D.  Hughes,  Robert  Huguenard  (RHu), 
Bryan  & Sue  Isaac,  David  B.  Johnson,  Doug 
Johnstone,  Rob  Kanter,  Dan  M.  Kassebaum, 
Amy  Kearns,  John  C.  Kendall,  Tim  L.  Kuesel, 
Gregory  S.  Lambeth,  Nolan  Lameka,  Michael 
A.  Madsen,  Jim  Malone,  Walter  J.  Marcisz, 
Marsue  McCalla,  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy,  Kelly  J. 
McKay  (Illinois),  Keith  A.  McMullen,  Mar- 
garet K.  Mechtenberg,  Joe  Merkelbach  QMe), 
Chuck  E.  Mills,  Pete  A.  Moxon,  Scott 
Namestnik,  Greg  Neise,  Steve  & Cindy  Odi- 
orne,  Larry  Peavler,  Brock  Price,  Roger  Rea- 
son, Michael  L.  P Retter,  Sarah  Roper,  Kirk 
Roth,  Rhonda  S.  Rothrock,  William  C.  Rowe, 
William  M.  Rudden,  Ryan  Sanderson,  Sandy 
Schacht  (SSc),  Beau  Schaefer,  Bob  Schifo 
(BSo),  Peter  E.  Scott,  Mark  Seiffert,  Spike 
Selig,  Darrell  J.  Shambaugh,  Leland  Shaum, 
Robert  E.  Shelby,  Jeffrey  R.  R.  Skrentny  Jeff 
Smith  (JSm),  Ryan  Smith  (RSm),  Steve 
Spitzer  (SSp),  Leonard  Stanley  (LSt),  Lee  W. 
Sterrenburg,  Alan  E Stokie,  Douglas  E Stotz, 
Jim  Sullivan,  Craig  A.  Taylor,  David  L. 
Thomas,  Michael  Topp,  Robert  Vaiden,  Eric 
W.  Walters,  Tony  Ward,  Alex  Warnick,  Jason 
D.  Weckstein,  Donald  R.  Whitehead,  Barbara 
C.  Williams,  Daniel  T.  Williams,  Geoffrey  A. 
Williamson,  Matthew  J.  Winks.  The  contri- 
butions of  many  other  individuals  who  were 
not  explicitly  cited  were  critical  to  the  prepa- 
ration of  this  report.  We  thank  them  for  their 
observations.  O 
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VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  2 


261 


Western  Great  Lakes 


Adam  M.  Byrne 

Like  last  year,  December  brought  below- 
normal  temperatures  and  record  snow- 
fall totals  to  the  Region.  January  re- 
mained very  cold  but  offered  a slight  reprieve 
in  precipitation.  A mid-month  warm  spell 
ushered  in  near-record  temperatures,  but  oth- 
erwise February’s  temperatures  and  snow  to- 
tals were  average.  Rarities  were,  well,  rare  this 
winter!  Wisconsin  had  most  of  the  excite- 
ment, hosting  both  Ivory  and  Slaty-backed 
Gulls,  potential  first  state  record  Brewer’s 
Sparrow,  and  a Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch; 
Minnesota  had  its  third  Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  of  2008,  which  spent  the  winter  at  a 
feeder  in  Duluth. 

Without  a doubt,  this  winter  will  be  re- 
membered for  the  unprecedented  White- 
winged Crossbill  irruption.  All  three  states  re- 
ported well-above-normal  numbers;  Michigan 
had  nearly  900  reports  from  all  of  its  counties! 
Common  Redpolls  were  present  in  good  num- 
bers, and  all  three  states  witnessed  an  excel- 
lent Hoary  Redpoll  movement  in  February. 
Pine  Siskins  also  came  down  in  large  num- 
bers, with  observers  in  southern  Michigan 
noting  evidence  of  breeding  by  early  spring. 

WATERFOWL 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  wintered  in 
Grand  Traverse,  Ml  (fide  EM),  while  one  in 
Scott,  MN  1 Jam-  was  joined  by  another  21 
Feb  (DWK,  CMB,  PEJ);  Greater  White-front- 
eds  wintered  in  six  Wisconsin  counties.  Fall 
Snow  Geese  lingered  in  Wisconsin,  culminat- 
ing with  one  in  Dane  28  Dec  (MA),  and  the 
first  spring  migrants  arrived  10  Feb  in  Wal- 
worth (SF).  Minnesota  had  a blue  morph  in 
Cass  1 Dec-31  Jan  (BAW,  HHD)  and  10  in 
Meeker  5 Dec  (DMF).  A Ross’s  Goose  fre- 
quented Allegan  S.G.A.,  Allegan,  MI  24  Jan+ 
(RB,  DP),  while  Minnesota  had  an  early 
spring  migrant  in  Olmsted  10-20  Feb  (LV, 
JWH).  Cackling  Geese  were  moving  in  early 
Feb  across  the  Region,  with  a peak  of  158  on 
28  Feb  in  Jackson,  MN  (PEJ).  A Mute  Swan  in 
Lake,  MN  16-17  Feb  was  a county  first  OWL, 
LS,  PHS).  The  largest  Trumpeter  Swan  con- 


gregation away  from  Minnesota  was  393  in  St. 
Croix,  WI  1 Jan  (RM).  A male  Blue-winged 
Teal  in  Cass,  MI  8 Feb  was  unexpected  (DF, 
SS).  Unusually  high  numbers  of  Northern 
Pintail,  including  12  on  30  Dec  (AMB,  PCC) 
and  26  on  4 Jan  (RB),  both  in  Berrien,  MI, 
were  part  of  a distinct  statewide  movement 
following  the  brief  warm  spell  on  27  Dec.  A 
female  Greater  Scaup  was  found  through  11 
Jan  in  Dakota/Washington. 

An  ad.  male  Harlequin  Duck  in 
DakotaAVashington,  MN  13  Dec-t  was  also  re- 
ported from  the  Wisconsin  side  of  the  river  in 
Pierce  17-29  Dec.  Minnesota  had  a female  in 
St.  Louis  11-21  Dec  (^deJWL,  KRE),  and  Wis- 
consin had  another  in  Sheboygan  1 Dec-24 
Feb  (DB,  JS).  In  Michigan,  there  were  up  to  2 
Harlequins  in  Mason  31  Dec-11  Jan  (DD,  BA, 
m.ob.),  a male  in  Benien  9-17  Dec  (TB,  MH), 
and  a female  in  Muskegon  10-13  Dec  (ARV, 
m.ob.).  Michigan  reported  all  three  scoter 
species,  while  Minnesota  had  single  White- 
winged Scoters  in  DakotaAVashington  13-19 
Dec  (PEJ)  and  again  18  Jan 
(BAF)  and  in  St.  Louis  1 Feb 
(FB,  KB).  Wisconsin  had 
White-wingeds  in  Milwaukee 
(JF)  and  Racine  (RF),  both  7 
Feb,  and  Black  Scoters  in  Dane 
2 Dec  (TP),  Racine  11  Dec 
(RF),  and  Milwaukee  28  Feb 
(TW).  Unusual  in  Minnesota 
was  a Long-tailed  Duck  in 
Morrison  13  Dec  (FG,  MJB) 
and  a high  total  of  57  in  St. 

Louis  23  Feb  (PHS).  An  ad. 
male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  at 
Duluth,  St.  Louis  26  Dec-t 
(MLH,  PHS,  KRE)  may  have 
been  the  same  bird  first  report- 
ed 1 Nov;  Wisconsin  had  a 
wintering  Barrow’s  in  Sheboy- 
gan (TP,  SC). 

GROUSE 

THROUGH  GULLS 

Ten  Gray  Partridge  reports 
from  five  Wisconsin  counties 
were  the  most  in  several  years. 

The  only  Wisconsin  Spruce 
Grouse  was  one  in  Vilas  31  Dec-18  Jan  (TP, 
RC),  while  Michigan  reported  only  2 in 
Chippewa  15  Feb  (BM).  Birders  visiting 
Michigan’s  e.  Upper  Peninsula  were  treated  to 
good  numbers  of  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  this 
year.  Northern  Bobwhite  was  much  more  dif- 
ficult to  find;  singles  in  Hillsdale  27  Jan  (FZ) 
and  in  Kenosha,  WI  31  Jan  (JW)  were  the  only 
reports.  An  impressive  51  Red-throated  Loons 
in  Berrien  30  Dec  (AMB,  PCC)  topped  the  re- 
ports from  four  Michigan  counties.  A Com- 


mon Loon  in  Cass,  MN  1 Dec  was  a late  mi- 
grant (BAW).  Single  Red-necked  (MG)  and 
Eared  (BB)  Grebes  were  found  1 Dec  in  Dane, 
WI,  while  Michigan  had  a Red-necked  in 
Mackinac  12  Dec  (SJB).  Michigan  had  15 
Great  Egrets  in  Monroe  15  Dec  OSJ,  MS),  with 
one  still  present  24  Feb  (TWe),  and  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  in  Monroe  and  Wayne 
through  at  least  6 Jan. 

Turkey  Vultures  lingered  in  Washtenaw,  Ml 
through  29  Dec  (MS,  LC);  early  spring  mi- 
grants were  noted  in  Dane,  WI  10  Feb  (CM), 
Barry,  MI  15  Feb  (AK,  DK),  and  Hennepin, 
MN  25  Feb  (PEB).  Cooper’s  Hawks  were 
more  prevalent  farther  n.  of  usual  in  Min- 
nesota, with  reports  from  Aitkin,  Clay,  Dou- 
glas, Kanabec,  Otter  Tail,  and  St.  Louis.  A co- 
ordinated mid-winter  count  in  the  Driftless 
Area  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  tallied  88 
Golden  Eagles;  Goldens  were  reported  from 
13  counties  in  Minnesota  and  three  in  Michi- 
gan. As  was  the  case  last  winter,  Michigan 
hosted  the  only  Gyrfalcons,  singles  in  Chippe- 


wa 8 Feb  OSo)  and  Marquette.  All  three  states 
found  lingering  Virginia  Rails.  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  had  Killdeer  remain  into  Dec  and 
Jan,  respectively,  while  Minnesota  had  an  ear- 
ly spring  migrant  in  Houston  24  Feb  (FL). 
Purple  Sandpipers  graced  four  Michigan 
counties  along  the  L.  Michigan  shoreline. 
Also  in  Michigan  were  Dec  sightings  of  single 
Wilson’s  Snipe  in  three  counties,  an  early 
American  Woodcock  in  Benien  17  Feb  (MM), 
and  a continuing  Red  Phalarope  in  Monroe 


An  irruptian  of  Boreal  Owls  was  most  efident  along  the  North  Shore  of  Lake  Su- 
perior in  northeastern  Minnesota.  This  individual  was  actively  hunting  in  the 
mid-afternoon  near  Duluth  on  6 February  2009.  Photograph  byPederH.  Sfingen. 
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through  2 Dec  (AMB,  PCC,  GB,  BMu).  Min- 
nesota had  snipe  in  Ramsey  22  Dec  OE)  and 
Scott  20  Jan  (CMB),  and  a woodcock  was 
found  dead  in  Hennepin  16  Feb  (AXH). 

An  ice  fisherman  described  an  Ivory  Gull 
in  Door,  W1  21-25  Dec  (fide  UP,  p.a.).  Three 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  Cass,  MN  1 Dec  (BAW) 
were  late  migrants,  while  one  in  Dakota  9 Dec 
was  later  learned  to  be  a freshly  released  reha- 
bilitated bird.  Large  congregations  of  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  were  still  present  1 Dec  in  Michi- 
gan, with  peaks  of  860  in  Wayne  (WP)  and 
500+  in  Bay  (JoS).  Michigan  hosted  the  only 
Little  Gull,  an  ad.  in  Mason  8 Dec  (DD).  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  in  Alger  5 Dec  (SH)  marked 
Michigan’s  first  winter  record,  in  10  years; 
Wisconsin  had  a Franklin’s  in  Sheboygan  25 
Jan  (CS).  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  again  found  in 
nearly  every  Wisconsin  county  along  L. 
Michigan  and  the  Mississippi  R.,  while  Michi- 
gan had  reports  from  eight  counties.  All  three 
states  reported  good  numbers  of  Iceland 
Gulls.  Minnesota  had  at  least  7 Iceland  Gulls 
in  four  counties,  more  than  double  last  win- 
ter’s total.  Well  above  average  were  12  reports 
from  eight  Wisconsin  counties,  while  Michi- 
gan reported  Iceland  Gulls  from  1 1 counties. 
Minnesota  had  a first-cycle  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  in  Dakota  through  12  Dec  (BAF, 
PEB)  and  a second-cycle  along  the  Mississip- 
pi R.,  Dakota/Ramsey  13  Dec  (BAF);  this  in- 
creasing species  was  reported  from  seven 
Wisconsin  counties  and  11  Michigan  coun- 
ties. For  the  3rd  consecutive  winter,  a Slaty- 
backed  Gull  wintered  in  Wisconsin,  this 
year’s  visitor  occasionally  seen  in  Sheboygan 
31  Dec-15  Feb  OSh,  JF).  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  are  still  relatively  scarce  in  Minnesota, 
so  reports  from  five  counties,  including  at 
least  7 birds  at  Duluth,  St.  Louis  and  a high 
count  of  3 at  Black  Dog  L.,  Dakota  5 Dec 
(BAF,  JPM,  PEB,  PCC)  were  noteworthy. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  reported  from 
15  s.  Minnesota  counties  and  in  only  Clay  5 
Dec  (MO)  and  Itasca  19  Feb  (SCo)  in  the 
north.  Wisconsin  had  five  collared-dove  re- 
ports from  five  counties,  and  at  least  one  re- 
mained in  Grand  Traverse,  MI  14  Dec  (fide 
EM).  Following  the  late  fall  movement,  good 
numbers  of  Snowy  Owls  were  reported  in  all 
three  states,  especially  in  Dec.  Minnesota  re- 
ported Northern  Hawk  Owl  from  11  counties, 
including  a first  county  record  in  Nicollet  20 
Jan  (TR,  RMD,  CH)  and  a peak  of  9 in  Lake  of 
the  Woods  1 Jan.  Michigan  had  up  to  3 hawk 
owls  in  Chippewa  1 Dec+,  while  Wisconsin 
had  only  one  in  Portage  2 Jan  (DS).  Great 
Gray  Owls  were  much  more  numerous  in 
Minnesota  this  year,  with  around  45  birds  in 


eight  counties,  30  of  which  were  in  St.  Louisl 
Wisconsin  reported  no  Great  Grays,  and 
Michigan  had  only  2 in  Chippewa  in  Feb.  All 
three  states  reported  Boreal  Owls.  In  Min- 
nesota, Boreal  Owl  reports  peaked  during  the 
last  half  of  Jan,  with  an  amazing  13  birds  at 
Duluth  or  along  the  North  Shore,  Sf.  Louis  to 
go  along  with  8 birds  in  five  additional  coun- 
ties. A Boreal  Owl  in  Chippewa  10  Jan  OL) 
was  Michigan’s  only  report,  while  Wisconsin 
had  one  in  Bayfield  18  Jan  (RyB)  and  another 
found  dead  in  Door  27  Jan  (RL).  Two  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  lingered  in  Michigan,  an  ad. 
female  in  Saginaw  through  5 Dec  (ATC)  and 
an  ad.  male  in  Ottawa  through  4 Dec  (NG, 
m.ob.);  Wisconsin  had  a young  male  Rufous 
in  Dane  through  10  Dec  (AP). 

Unusually  high  for  Minnesota  were  12  Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsucker  reports,  the  northern- 
most in  Crow  Wing  15  Jan  QBl,  SB).  An  Amer- 
ican Three-toed  Woodpecker  in  Sherburne, 
MN  4 Feb  (DDo)  was  well  outside  its  normal 
range,  complementing  reports  from  five  other 
counties.  Rare  for  Michigan  was  a very  reli- 
able American  Three-toed  in  Baraga! 
Houghton  1-24  Jan  QY,  m.ob.)  and  another  in 
Baraga  23  Feb  QY).  Black-backed  Woodpeck- 
ers were  found  in  12  Minnesota  counties,  in- 
cluding s.  reports  from  Anoka,  Sherburne,  and 
Steams'  both  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  report- 
ed Black-backeds  in  average  numbers  from 
expected  locales.  Very  hardy  Eastern  Phoebes 
were  found  in  St.  Joseph,  MI  10-11  Jan  (GC) 
and  Washtenaw,  Ml  11  Jan  (HE,  MS,  m.ob.). 
Black-billed  Magpie  is  a very  local  species 
outside  of  nw.  Minnesota,  so  one  in  s.  St. 
Louis  1 Jan  (/ide  JWL)  was  unusual.  Farther  s. 
than  expected  were  Common  Ravens  in 
Wright,  MN  8 Dec  (CRM),  Gratiot,  MI  8 Feb 
(TRW),  and  Huron,  MI  9 Feb  (MKE).  Tree 
Swallows  are  known  to  be  hardy,  but  a flock 
of  up  to  48  in  Monroe,  Ml  lingering  through 
29  Dec  (AMB,  PCC)  was  impressive.  More 
surprising,  though,  was  an  incredibly  early 
Barn  Swallow  in  Marquette  9-10  Feb  (SHa). 
Single  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  were  found  in 
Benien,  MI  (ARV)  and  Olmsted,  MN  OWH), 
both  on  14  Dec.  Another  surprising  find  was 
a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  that  lingered  in 
Wayne  through  3 Dec,  providing  Michigan 
with  its  first  winter  record. 

Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  scarce  in  Michi- 
gan and  Wisconsin,  with  reports  in  Chippewa, 
MI  6-13  Dec  (CMc),  Sauk,  WI  30  Dec-23  Feb 
(AH,  TW),  and  Vilas,  WI  18  Jan  (MP);  Min- 
nesota had  at  least  12  solitaires  in  six  counties. 
Minnesota  had  15  Varied  Thrushes  in  11 
counties,  much  better  than  the  paltry  5 from 
last  winter  but  well  below  the  20-25  found  in 
each  of  the  three  prior  years.  Wisconsin  also 
reported  them  in  good  numbers,  with  single 


birds  in  10  counties.  Michigan  had  only  3 Var- 
ied Thrushes,  ad.  males  at  Vulcan  21  Dec+ 
(SLB)  and  Iron  Mountain  1-14  Jan  (JO),  both 
Dickinson,  and  one  in  Keweenaw  15-22  Jan 
(fide  SHa).  Late  Gray  Catbirds  were  found  in 
Ashland,  WI  through  10  Dec  (JA),  Ingham,  Ml 
20  Dec  (TRW),  Columbia,  WI  through  29  Dec 
(CM),  and  Benien,  MI  14  Jan  (JMu).  Single 
Northern  Mockingbirds  were  still  present  in 
Blue  Earth  1 Dec  (BaM,  DM)  and  Cass  3 Dec 
(BAW),  both  Minnesota,  while  Wisconsin’s 
only  report  was  one  in  Columbia  15  Dec  (CM). 
Michigan  reported  4 mockingbirds,  3 in 
Washtenaw  in  early  Dec  and  one  in  Van  Buren 
27  Jan  (DBu).  Brown  Thrashers  were  found  in 
Washtenaw,  Ml  20  Dec  QJ).  Ozaukee,  WI  25 
Dec  OSt),  and  Rice,  MN  18  Jan  (DAB).  A late 
American  Pipit  lingered  in  Jefferson,  WI 
through  16  Dec  (BW),  while  Michigan  had  up 
to  6 pipits  in  Berrien  3-13  Dec  QTW,  MH). 
Rare  was  an  Orange-crowned  Warbler  in  Mar- 
quette, MI  20  Dec+  (LCh,  PC).  Wisconsin  had 
dozens  of  Dec  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  reports 
dwindle  to  only  a handful  in  Jan;  one  lasted 
through  4 Feb  in  Richland  (CW).  Minnesota’s 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler  sightings  were  one  in 
Blue  Earth  through  22  Dec  (CH),  2 in  Wright 
3 Jan  (MJB),  and  one  in  Hennepin  11  Jan  (LS, 
JWH).  Minnesota  had  a Pine  Warbler  in  Olm- 
sted 25  Dec-5  Jan  (TG,  JD,  JWH),  while 
Michigan  birders  observed  single  Pine  War- 
blers in  Alger  7-21  Dec  (SH,  JH,  MHu)  and 
Saginaw  early  Dec-15  Jan  (DPe)  and  a sur- 
prisingly hardy  Ovenbird  in  Mason  8 Jan  (]B). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Summer  Tanagers  were  last  observed  at  feed- 
ers in  Dodge,  WI  4 Dec  QM)  and  Mason,  MI 
14  Dec  QB,  DD).  Wisconsin  had  only  one 
Eastern  Towhee,  a bird  that  appeared  for  two 
hours  during  a snowstorm  in  Dane  24  Feb 
(RS).  Minnesota  reported  a single  Chipping 
Sparrow  at  a feeder  in  Hennepin  8 Dec-13  Jan 
(BaM,  DM),  while  Michigan  had  one  winter 
in  St.  Clair  (DEM)  and  another  in  Cass  17-18 
Jan  (DCV).  Most  surprising  was  Wisconsin’s 
first  Brewer’s  Sparrow  in  Waukesha  21-25 
Dec  Obi,  p.a.).  Minnesota  birders  found  2 
Field  Sparrows  in  Sherburne  13  Dec  OHO  and 
another  in  Lake  of  the  Woods  2 Jan  ODi),  while 
Michigan  reported  the  only  Vesper  Sparrow  in 
Macomb  20  Dec  OSz)-  Michigan  continued  its 
trend  of  winter  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  reports  with 
one  at  a feeder  in  Jackson  10  Dec  (fide  BB); 
Minnesota  also  had  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  in 
Hennepin  17-25  Dec  (LSc).  Unusually  far  n. 
for  Minnesota  was  a Swamp  Sparrow  at  Vir- 
ginia, St.  Louis  3-4  Dec  (DBF,  SLF).  Wisconsin 
hosted  the  only  Harris’s  Sparrows,  singles  on 
1 (PB)  & 23  Dec  (BH),  both  in  Winnebago, 
and  another  in  Sheboygan  1 Jan  (SC).  Min- 
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nesota  had  a White-crowned  Sparrow  linger 
in  Rice  through  15  Dec  (TFB)  and  singles  in 
Houston,  McLeod,  and  Sibley  20  Dec.  A juv. 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  appeared  sporadi- 
cally at  a Duluth  feeder,  St.  Louis,  MN  20 
Dec+  (KRE,  BS,  PHS,  JWL),  the  state’s  6th.  A 
male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  visited  a feeder 
in  Hennepin,  MN  20  Dec-1  Jan  QW  JuW, 
RBJ);  Michigan  had  one  in  Grand  Traverse  11 
Dec-1  Jan  (MJ).  A transitional  male  Indigo 
Bunting  was  observed  in  Portage,  WI  16  Dec 
(AVL).  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  in  St. 
Clair,  MI  20  Dec  (PCy)  and  Kandiyohi,  MN  3 
Jan  (RSF).  The  only  Baltimore  Oriole  lingered 
in  Montmorency,  MI  through  13  Jan  (CHa). 

Wisconsin’s  2nd  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch 
made  occasional  appearances  through  18  Jan 
at  a feeder  in  Grant  QeH);  Minnesota  had  one 
of  the  interior  (nominate)  subspecies  group  in 
Wright  5 Dec  (ST),  the  state’s  15th  record.  Wis- 
consin reported  poor  numbers  of  Pine  Gros- 
beaks from  its  n.  tier  of  counties;  reports  from 
Wadena  and  Otter  Tail  were  farther  sw.  than 
usual  for  Minnesota.  Red  Crossbills  remained 
mostly  in  the  n.  portions  of  the  Region.  White- 
winged Crossbills,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
widespread  and  numerous,  reaching  much  far- 
ther s.  than  expected.  Wisconsin  and  Michigan 
both  noted  this  as  being  the  largest  irruption  in 
memory.  Wisconsin  had  reports  from  62  of  its 
72  counties,  while  Michigan  had  records  in  all 
of  its  counties!  Minnesota  also  had  reports 
throughout,  including  most  of  the  e.  two- 
thirds  of  the  state.  Not  only  did  they  venture 
southward,  but  they  were  reported  in  very 
large  numbers.  Michigan  had  flocks  of  1000+ 
in  Chippewa  16  Dec  (KZ)  and  500+  in  Chippe- 
wa and  Mackinac  2 Dec  (SJB);  otherwise, 
groups  of  100+  were  noted  in  Dodge,  Steele, 
and  Wabasha,  MN  25-26  Jan  and  from  some  of 
Michigan’s  southernmost  counties  in  mid-Jan 
through  early  Feb.  Common  Redpolls  were 
also  widespread,  setting  the  stage  for  an  im- 
pressive movement  of  Hoary  Redpolls  in  Jan 
and  Feb.  Minnesota  had  Hoary  Redpolls  in  30 
counties,  including  several  reports  of  multiple 
birds  and  a peak  of  6 in  St.  Louis  1 Feb  (MLH). 
Wisconsin  had  no  fewer  than  24  Hoary  Red- 
poll reports  and  Michigan  had  sightings  in  12 
counties.  Not  to  be  outdone,  Pine  Siskins  were 
also  present  in  very  large  numbers,  with  some 
signs  of  breeding  being  noted  by  early  spring 
in  s.  Michigan.  Evening  Grosbeak  numbers 
were  again  low  Regionwide;  Wisconsin’s  peak 
count  was  only  53  in  Bayfield  17  Jan  (RyB), 
while  one  in  Caivcr,  MN  2 Feb  (WCM)  was  s. 
of  its  normal  range  in  the  Region. 

Corrigendum:  The  Black-throated  Gray  War- 
bler reported  in  Michigan  during  winter 
2006-2007  was  observed  in  Jan,  not  Dec. 
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It  was  a winter  of  extremes  for  the  Region, 
both  in  temperature  and  precipitation. 
The  season  was  highlighted  by  periods  of 
extreme  cold,  followed  by  unseasonable 
warmth,  followed  by  more  extreme  cold.  De- 
cember started  off  mild,  but  by  the  Christmas 
Bird  Count  period,  much  of  the  Region  was 
experiencing  brutal  cold,  with  a low  of  -22°  F 
in  Iowa.  Most  water  bodies  froze,  and  the  icy 
conditions  sent  the  waterfowl  and  lingering 
shorebirds  southward  for  the  rest  of  the  win- 
ter. Late  December  and  January  saw  tempera- 
tures fluctuate  from  a record  low  of  -40°  F in 
northern  Iowa  to  a record  high  of  71°  F at 
Joplin.  Iowa  experienced  a 100°  F change  in 
temperature  over  the  course  of  a single  week. 
Warm  mid-February  weather  brought  mi- 
grant Killdeer  and  waterfowl  to  within  a few 
miles  of  Minnesota. 

Snowfall  varied  greatly  across  the  Region, 
with  parts  of  Iowa  receiving  several  snows  of 
18  cm  or  more.  At  the  same  time,  more 
southerly  areas  were  getting  waves  of  thunder- 
storms, freezing  rain,  sleet,  and  hail.  December 
was  one  of  the  wettest  on  record,  while  Febru- 
ary was  dry,  making  for  relatively  average 
numbers  overall.  The  avian  highlights  for  the 
season  were  undoubtedly  the  invasions  of 
Snotvy  Owls,  Northern  Shrikes,  White-winged 
Crossbills,  Common  Redpolls,  and  Pine 
Siskins.  Other  interesting  occurrences  were 
Missouri’s  first  winter  Brown  Pelican,  unprece- 
dented numbers  of  lingering  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  in  Iowa,  and  record  numbers  of 
wintering  Sedge  Wrens  in  southern  Missouri. 
Lastly,  this  is  the  first  Iowa  & Missouri  report 
for  me,  and  Missouri  also  has  a new  winter  ed- 
itor, Joe  Fades.  We  would  like  to  thank  both 
our  outgoing  regional  editor  Bob  Cecil  as  well 
as  outgoing  Missouri  winter  editor  Tommie 
Rogers,  for  their  hard  work  over  the  years. 


Abbreviations:  L&D  (Lock  & Dam);  River- 
lands  (Riverlands  Migratory  Bird  Sanctuary, 
St.  Charles,  MO) 

WATEiFOWL  THROUGH  HAWKS 

The  only  large  mid-winter  flocks  of  Snow 
Geese  were  40,000  at  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stod- 
dard, MO  1 Jan  (CB)  and  150,000  at 
Schell-Osage  C.A.,  Vernon,  MO  29  Jan  (BJ). 
Otherwise,  it  was  not  a noteworthy  winter  for 
geese,  with  Greater  White-fronted  wintering 
in  very  small  numbers,  and  Ross’s  and  Cack- 
ling nearly  absent  from  the  Region  prior  to 
the  arrival  of  returning  migrants  in  Feb.  Con- 
centrations of  wintering  Trumpeter  Swans  in- 
cluded 375  at  Riverlands  1 Jan  (CM),  91  at 
Beemer’s  Pond  Hamilton,  lA  24  Dec  (SJD),  23 
in  Polk,  lA  8 Jan  (SJD),  and  21  in  Boone,  lA  24 
Jan  (JG).  Several  Tundra  Swans  wintered  with 
the  Riverlands  Trumpeter  flock,  with  a high 
count  of  6 on  13  Dec  (MT).  In  Iowa,  singles 
were  at  Heron  Bend,  Lee  15  Dec  (SJD,  AB), 
L&D  19,  Lee  31  Jan  (SJD,  JG),  and  Blue  L., 
Monona  24  Feb  (POR,  TLu).  Among  puddle 
ducks,  reports  of  wintering  birds  were  few 
due  to  lack  of  consistently  open  water.  North- 
ern Shovelers  traditionally 
winter  at  Riverlands,  where 
they  were  absent,  and  at  Ot- 
tumwa, Wapello,  lA,  where 
only  2 were  present  (SJD, 

JG,  AB).  Spring  migrant 
puddle  ducks  were  present 
throughout  the  Region  by 
the  end  of  the  period,  in- 
cluding 2 very  early  Blue- 
winged Teal  at  Swan  Lake 
N.W.R.,  Chariton,  MO  10 
Feb  (SK,  MC,  DF)  and  an 
Iowa  record-early  Blue- 
winged Teal  at  Green  Valley 
Lake  S.P.,  Union  22  Feb 
(KDy).  As  usual.  Pool  19  in 
Lee,  lA  was  the  premier  spot 
for  diving  ducks.  Regional 
high  counts  at  this  location 
included  376  Ring-necked 
Ducks  15  Dec  (SJD),  229 
Greater  Scaup  11  Jan  (SJD), 

500  Lesser  Scaup  21  Feb 
(RLC),  and  5525  Common 
Goldeneyes  11  Jan  (SJD, 

JG).  The  Canvasback  flock 
at  Pool  19  peaked  at  23,000  on  15  Dec  (SJD). 
Another  notable  diver  concentration  was  at 
Canton,  Lewis,  MO,  where  there  were  500 
Canvasbacks  and  2000  Common  Goldeneyes 
20  Jan  (MR).  Sea  ducks  were  in  short  supply 
this  winter.  Long-tailed  Duck  was  the  most 
numerous,  with  4 at  Pool  19,  Lee,  lA  15  Dec 
(SJD,  AB)  and  singles  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Mar- 


ion, lA  20  Dec  (SJD,  JG,  AB),  L.  Wappapelo, 
Wappapelo,  MO  28  Dec  (CB),  Pool  19,  Lee,  lA 
(SJD,  JG),  and  Creve  Coeur  L.,  St.  Louis,  MO 
11-14  Jan  OH,  CM).  The  only  Surf  Scoter  was 
at  Pool  19,  Lee,  lA  15  Dec  (SJD,  AB).  White- 
winged Scoters  were  at  Mozingo  L.,  Nodaway, 
MO  13  Dec  QE)  and  Riverlands  1 & 14  Feb 
(MT,  CM,  JM).  Black  Scoter  reports  included 
2 at  Mozingo  L.,  Nodaway,  MO  13  Dec  QE) 
and  one  through  21  Dec  at  Riverlands  (MT). 
Common  Mergansers  were  notable  by  virtue 
of  their  scarcity;  the  high  count  was  6000  at 
Rathbun  Res.,  Appanoose,  lA  (RLC);  normal 
counts  at  traditional  stopovers  Red  Rock  Res. 
and  Saylorville  Res.  are  typically  in  the  tens  of 
thousands. 

Among  the  few  gallinaceous  birds  reported 
this  season  were  a Ruffed  Grouse  in  Clayton, 
lA  (CLW)  and  3 Greater  Prairie-Chickens  at 
Prairie  S.P.,  Barton  MO  (MR).  No  wintering 
loons  were  reported;  however,  the  first  very 
early  spring  migrant  was  a Common  Loon  at 
Riverlands  14  Feb  O&CM).  Early  Dec  Pied- 
billed Grebes  at  four  Iowa  locations  likely 
moved  on,  while  one  at  Riverlands  1 & lOJan 
QE,  JU,  MT)  may  have  wintered.  A Horned 


Grebe  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion  lA  6 Dec 
(SJD)  was  a bit  late;  25  were  at  Pomme  de 
Terre  L.,  Hickoty,  MO  20  Jan  (BJ).  At  Red 
Rock  Res.,  Marion  lA  (AB,JG,  MPr),  9 unin- 
jured and  seemingly  healthy  American  White 
Pelicans  successfully  wintered,  and  another 
59  did  the  same  below  L&D  19,  Lee,  lA  (JG, 
SJD).  The  vagrant  of  the  season  had  to  be  the 


This  Juvenile  Brown  Pelican  was  first  discovered  and  photographed  on  16  February 
2009  at  Lake  of  the  Ozarks,  Camden  County,  Missouri,  it  represents  the  first  winter 
record  for  Missouri  and  the  second  for  the  Iowa  & Missouri  region,  following  one  in 
Iowa  last  winter.  Photograph  by  Connie  Turek. 
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This  immature  Ferruginous  Flawk  was  found  at  Prairie  Home  Conservation  Area,  Cooper  County, 
Missouri  on  16  February  2009.  This  species  is  rare  at  any  season  in  the  Iowa  & Missouri  region 
and  is  rarely  this  well  documented.  Photograph  by  Jonathan  Pons. 


imm.  Brown  Pelican  found  at 
L.  of  the  Ozarks,  Camden.  MO 
16  Feb  (AK,  ph.  CT)  and  relo- 
cated 28  Feb-r  QE).  This  brst 
Missouri  winter  record  comes 
one  year  after  Iowa’s  brst  win- 
ter Brown  Pelican.  Great  Blue 
Herons  were  found  in  small 
numbers,  but  no  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  were 
reported,  and  the  only  Great 
Egret  was  one  seen  on  New 
Year's  Day  in  Stoddard,  MO 
(CB).  A Black  Vulture  flew 
over  Des  Moines,  Polk,  lA  24 
Feb  (acc.,  tAMJ),  where  the 
species  is  still  considered  ca- 
sual. Where  Black  Vultures  are 
more  expected  in  Missouri,  3 
were  at  Elk  R.,  McDonald  28 
Feb  (JH,  FM).  Several  Turkey 
Vultures  wintered  at  Colum- 
bia, Boone,  MO  (EW),  while 
the  only  Iowa  bird,  at  Red 
Rock  Res.,  Marion  7 Feb 
(MPr),  was  presumably  a very 
early  migrant. 

Unlike  many  boreal  species, 
it  was  not  an  invasion  year  for 
Northern  Goshawks.  The  only 
2 were  in  cen.  Iowa  at  Mafbtt 
Res.,  Polk  6 Dec  (AB)  and 
Ames,  Story  20  Jan  (SJD).  An 
imm.  Ferruginous  Hawk  at 
Prairie  Home  C.A.,  Cooper, 

MO  19  Feb  was  both  a good 
bnd  and  well  photographed 
(ph.  JP).  Rough-legged  Hawks 
were  very  common,  with  re- 
ports from  all  of  parts  of  Iowa  and  the  n.  half 
Missouri.  It  was  also  a good  year  for  Golden 
Eagles.  Missouri  reported  6 and  Iowa  7,  4 of 
which  were  wintering  where  annual  in  Alla- 
makee, lA  (DK).  The  distribution  of  Merlins 
in  the  Region  was  unusual  this  year.  Three 
were  reported  from  Missouri  and  28  from 
Iowa.  Peregrine  Falcons  in  Iowa  were  at 
breeding  locations  in  Linn  (BSc),  Scott  OLR 
CRE,  DP),  and  Des  Moines  OLF);  and  an  imm. 
was  in  St.  Louis,  MO  24  Jan  QTI).  Seven 
Prairie  Falcons  were  found;  Iowa  birds  were 
in  Polk  2 Dec  (JG),  Cherokee  14  Dec  (POR, 
TLu),  Hamilton  24  Dec  (SJD),  and  Woodhiiiy 
12-20  Feb  (POR,  TLu,  GLV),  and  Missouri 
birds  were  at  Tabervillc  Prairie,  St.  Claire  29 
Jan  (BJ,  AF)  and  11  Feb  (AF),  Daviess  22  Feb 
(KM),  and  Buchanan  19  Dec-6  Jan  (LL). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Very  few  American  Coots  were  present  in  the 
n.  section  of  the  Region  due  to  the  frozen  wa- 


ter conditions.  Singles  appeared  to  winter  at 
L&D  19  Lee,  lA  (SJD.  JG),  Marshall,  lA 
(MPr),  and  Clay,  MO  (KM).  The  only  rails  re- 
ported were  3 Virginias  at  the  McBaine  Wet- 
land cells,  Boone,  MO  31  Dec  QE).  Killdeer 
were  virtually  absent  from  St.  Louis  north- 
ward, with  only  a single  mid-winter  bird  in 
Iowa  on  19  Jan  in  Winneshiek  (DK).  Wilson’s 
Snipe  were  also  scarce;  wintering  Iowa  snipe 
were  in  Allamakee  (DK),  Winneshiek  (DK), 
and  Lee  (JG,  SJD,  JLF).  Returning  migrant 
shorebirds  included  Killdeer  throughout  the 
Region  by  mid-Feb,  a Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Os- 
age-Schell  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  24  Feb  (BL), 
and  American  Woodcocks  in  Scott,  MO  8 Feb 
(CB)  and  Decatur,  lA  25  Feb  (NMi,  ZMi). 

Gull  diversity  was  down  from  last  year’s  ex- 
cellent winter  season.  Twenty  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  were  at  Pomme  de  Terre  L.,  Hickoiy, 
MO  29  Jan  (BJ,  AF).  Missouri  Laughing  Gulls 
were  found  at  Winfield  Dam,  Lincoln  20  Dec 
(tJE)  and  at  Riverlands  1 Jan+  (DR,  tJU, 


m. ob.).  Most  Thayer’s  Gulls  were 
distributed  along  the  Mississippi 
R.,  with  season  totals  of  4 in  Lee,  I A 
(SJD,  JG),  3 in  Scott,  lA  OLfi  CRE, 
DP),  and  3 at  Riverlands  (MT). 
Away  from  the  river,  others  were  in 
Linn,  lA  10  Jan  (BSc)  and 
Smithville  L.,  MO  10-20  Feb  (KM). 
Missouri  hosted  the  only  Iceland 
Gulls  of  the  season.  First-cycle 
birds  were  at  Long  Branch  L.,  Ma- 
con 18-23  Jan  (tBJ,  EW)  and  River- 
lands 21-24  Jan  (CM,  MT).  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  found  in 
lower  numbers  than  in  previous 
winters.  Single  ads.  were  in  Iowa  at 
Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion  5-7  Dec 
(AB,  POR)  and  21  Jan  at  Betten- 
dorf, Scott  21  Jan  OEF).  Missouri 
birds  were  2 at  Smithville  L.,  Clay 
2-3  Jan  (KM)  and  up  to  3 through 
late  Dec  at  Riverlands 
JM).  Glaucous  Gulls  put  in  appear- 
ances at  expected  Iowa  locations: 
one  juv.  at  Saylorville  Res.,  Polk  2 
Dec  (SJD),  an  ad.  and  2 juvs.  at  Red 
Rock  Res.,  Marion  5 Dec  (AB),  an 

ad.  and  2 juvs.  at  Pool  19,  Lee  15 
Dec  (SJD,  AB),  a juv.  at  Bettendorf, 
Scott  7 & 21  Jan  OLF),  an  ad.  and  3 
juvs.  at  Pool  19,  Lee  11  Jan  (SJD, 
JG),  a second-cycle  at  L&D  14, 
Scott  31  Jan  (DR),  and  a juv.  at 
Cedar  L.,  Linn  28  Jan-2  Feb  (BSc, 
DP).  In  Missouri,  an  ad.  was  at 
Riverlands  19  Dec  QU)  and  a juv. 
there  1 Jan  (CM).  At  Long  Branch 
L.,  Macon,  a juv.  was  present  19  Jan, 
and  2 were  there  20  Feb  (EW). 

High  counts  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
were  47  in  Jasper,  lA  4 Jan  QG),  32  in  Marion, 
lA  25  Jan  QG),  and  30  in  Buchanan,  MO  10  Jan 
(LL).  The  only  White-winged  Dove  was  at  the 
St.  Joseph  Stockyards,  Buchanan  10  Jan  (acc., 
LL).  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  was 
the  Snowy  Owl  irruption.  Considered  “the  best 
invasion  into  Missouri  in  recent  memory,” 
owls  were  at  Bethany,  Hanison  21  Dec-4  Jan 
(SK),  Smithville  L.,  Clay  21  Dec  (DW,  KM), 
Breckenridge,  Caldwell  mid-Feb+  (SK),  and 
Chillicothe,  Livingston  mid-Feb+  (SK).  In 
Iowa,  where  they  are  more  regular  but  still 
greatly  appreciated,  7 Snowy  Owls  were  re- 
ported. Missouri  Long-eared  Owls  included  6 
in  Livingston  5 Jan  and  6 in  Daviess  12  Jan 
(SK).  In  Iowa,  Long-eareds  were  reported  from 
19  counties,  with  a high  count  of  8 at  Moore- 
head  Park,  Ida  8 Feb  (SJD).  Only  2 Short-eared 
Owls  were  reported  from  Missouri  in  Boone  4 
Jan  (BJ),  but  Short-eareds  were  present  in  17 
Iowa  counties,  with  wintering  groups  of  12  in 
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This  Snowy  Owl  near  Breckenridge,  Caldwell  County  (here  mid-February)  was  one  of  four  to  reach 
Missouri,  in  what  was  considered  the  best  irruption  in  many  years.  Photograph  by  Brad  Jacobs. 


Woodbury  (m.ob.)  and  11  in  De- 
catur (JRL,  NMi,  ZMi).  Thirteen 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were  re- 
ported from  Iowa,  with  a high 
count  of  3 at  Moorehead  Park,  Ida 
1 Feb  (R&PA).  Possibly  the  most 
bizarre  event  of  the  season  was  the 
widespread  occurrence  of  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsuckers  in  Iowa.  Re- 
ports from  16  counties  totaled 
around  36  birds,  including  a high 
of  8 at  Keokuk,  Lee  15  Dec  (SJD, 

AB).  For  perspective,  only  4 were 
found  in  the  state  last  winter.  This 
experiment  in  wintering  n.  of  typ- 
ical range  seemed  to  come  to  an 
abrupt,  and  probably  fatal,  end  af- 
ter several  waves  of  brutally  cold 
weather.  None  were  reported  after 
the  last  in  southernmost  Iowa  on  1 
Feb  ORL). 

PASSERINES 

Five  Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  re- 
ported from  Iowa  this  winter,  a 
fairly  typical  number;  in  Missouri 
where  more  common,  a pair  was  already  nest 
building  in  Butler  12  Feb  (CB).  Northern 
Shrike  was  another  star  of  the  season.  In 
Iowa,  the  species  was  reported  from  30  coun- 
ties, including  a count  of  9 over  the  course  of 
the  season  in  Winneshiek  (DK).  Eight  were 
found  in  s.  tier  counties,  making  it  less  sur- 
prising that  11  made  it  into  Missouri.  One 
bird  made  it  all  the  way  to  Dade  in  the  sw.  part 
of  the  state  1 Dec  (LH).  Six  Tree  Swallows 
were  record  late  and  made  a first  Iowa  C.B.C. 
record  at  Coralville  Res.,  Johnson,  lA  14  Dec 
(tCRE,  ph.  MHB).  A few  Winter  Wrens  win- 
tered in  se.  Iowa,  with  a high  count  of  3 at 
Burlington,  Des  Moines  5 Jan  OLF)-  Several 
House  Wrens  were  reported  in  Missouri;  the 
high  of  3 came  from  Osage-Schell  C.A.,  Stod- 
dard 14  Dec  (CB),  and  a Marsh  Wren  was  at 
the  same  location  on  2 Jan  (CB).  Unexpected 
were  the  large  numbers  of  Sedge  Wrens  win- 
tering in  s.  Missouri.  Thirty-eight  were  at 
Prairie  S.P.,  Barton  (MR),  8 were  at 
Osage-Schell  C.A.,  Stoddard  2 Jan  (tCB),  and 
5 were  on  the  Mingo  C.B.C. , Stoddard  and 
Wappapello  20  Dec  (CB).  Nine  Hermit 
Thrushes  were  reported  in  Iowa,  all  in  Dec 
and  Jan,  while  three  reports  from  cen.  Mis- 
souri were  all  in  Feb.  A Gray  Catbird  wintered 
in  St.  Charles,  MO  9 Jan-21  Feb  (tCC),  and 
single  Brown  Thrashers  were  at  Weldon 
Spring  C.A.,  St.  Charles,  MO  1 Jan  (JE)  and 
Maries  Temps  Claire  C.A.,  St.  Charles,  MO  15 
Feb  (RK,  Bro).  Three  American  Pipits  were  at 
Osage-Schell  C.A.,  Stoddard  1 Jan  (CB).  The 
only  Bohemian  Waxwing  report  was  of  a flock 


of  8 in  Story,  lA  20  Dec  (SSP). 

The  only  warblers  found  in  Iowa  were  Yel- 
low-rumpeds,  but  Missouri  recorded  three 
additional  species.  Pine  Warbler  reports  in- 
cluded one  at  Prairie  S.R,  Barton  (MR)  and  2 
or  3 at  Dexter  City  L.,  Stoddard  (CB).  A Palm 
Warbler  was  near  Osage-Schell  C.A.,  Stod- 
dard 14  Dec  (acc.,  tCB),  and  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  included  2 at  Osage-Schell  C.A., 
Stoddard  2 Jan  (CB)  and  one  or  2 at  Four 
Rivers  C.A.,  Bates  and  Vemoii  29  Jan  (BJ,  AF) 
and  11  Feb  (AF).  Four  Spotted  Towhees  were 
reported  in  Iowa,  and  3 were  in  Missouri. 
Other  uncommon  wintering  sparrows  in  Mis- 
souri included  a Savannah  in  Clay  25  Jan 
(KM),  a Vesper  Sparrow  in  Boone  13  Jan  (acc., 
tJR),  and  4 Field  Sparrows.  An  amazing  14 
Chipping  Sparrows  were  reported  in  Mis- 
souri, including  9 at  Resurrection  Cemetery, 
St.  Louis  5 Jan  (acc.,  tJE).  Snow  Buntings 
were  common  over  much  of  Iowa,  with  sev- 
eral counts  of  over  1000  birds  and  a high 
count  of  2585  in  Hardin  17  Jan  (SJD).  Four  at 
Riverlands  31  Jan  were  locally  rare  (CA,  JU, 
CM,  JE).  Indigo  Buntings  were  found  on  three 
Missouri  C.B.C.s  in  St.  Louis  (acc.  tBRo), 
Clarke  (ph.  TS,  FM),  and  Stoddard  (tCB). 
Two  C.B.C.  Dickcissels  were  in  Stoddard,  MO 
18  Dec  (acc.,  tBE)  and  Lincoln,  MO  27  Dec 
(acc.,  TKE).  There  were  ten  reports  of  Rusty 
Blackbird  and  three  of  Brewer’s  Blackbird  in 
Iowa.  Larger  numbers  were  reported  from 
Missouri,  with  triple-digit  flocks  of  both 
species.  Now  expected  in  cen.  Iowa,  256 
Great-tailed  Grackles  were  in  Warren  28  Feb 


(JG).  The  rarest  icterid  of  the  sea- 
son was  a male  Baltimore  Oriole 
at  Rushville,  Platte,  MO  7 Dec 
(ph.  FC). 

It  was  invasion  year  for  several 
finch  species,  although  Red 
Crossbill  appeared  in  only  small 
numbers  at  five  Iowa  locations 
and  at  one  Missouri  location. 
White-winged  Crossbills  staged 
the  best  irruption  in  quite  some 
time.  Iowa  had  over  30  reports 
from  17  counties,  with  high 
counts  in  the  20-30  range  at  mul- 
tiple locations.  This  invasion  was 
largely  confined  to  the  ne.  quad- 
rant of  the  state,  so  it  wasn’t  too 
surprising  that  only  a single  bird 
made  it  to  Missouri  at  St.  Joseph, 
Buchanan  25  Dec-20  Jan  (LL). 
Common  Redpolls  also  came 
southward  in  good  numbers. 
Iowa  had  60  reports,  including 
highs  of  140  in  Cerro  Gordo  (CJF) 
and  150  in  Woodbury  (POR). 
Among  the  hordes  in  Cerro  Gordo 
was  a single  Hoary  Redpoll  6 Feb  (acc.,  tCJF, 
TRGo,  tPH).  Common  Redpolls  made  it  to 
Missouri  in  Macon  19  Jan  (MR),  up  to  3 in  St. 
Louis  25-28  Jan  QU,  CM,  JM),  and  up  to  3 in 
Jackson  14  Jan-28  Feb  (RS).  Pine  Siskins  were 
noted  in  good  numbers  in  both  states. 
Eurasian  Tree  Sparrows  continue  to  expand 
their  Iowa  range,  with  birds  in  Henry  (CRE), 
Cedar  (CRE),  and  Linn  (BSc). 
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The  winter  2008-2009  was  overall  rela- 
tively normal  in  terms  of  temperature 
and  precipitation,  although  there  were 
a few  bouts  of  unusual  weather.  Temperature 
was  near  normal  during  December  and  slight- 
ly warmer  than  normal  during  February.  The 
month  of  January,  however,  was  colder  than 
normal,  when  the  seasons  lowest  readings  of 
-3°,  -1°,  5°,  5°,  and  12°  F were  recorded  at 
Lexington,  Louisville,  Knoxville,  Nashville, 
and  Memphis,  respectively,  on  the  morning  of 
the  16th.  Precipitation  was  near  normal  to 
slightly  higher  than  normal  during  December, 
but  near  normal  to  slightly  below  normal  dur- 
ing January  and  February,  respectively.  There 
was  little  snov/fall  during  the  period,  al- 
though a significant  winter  storm  occurred 
27-28  January,  leaving  much  of  western  and 
central  Kentucky  and  northwestern  Ten- 
nessee covered  with  several  inches  of  ice, 
sleet,  and  snow.  The  devastation  to  forested 
areas  across  a swath  from  northwestern  Ten- 
nessee northeastward  through  much  of  west- 
ern Kentucky  was  remarkable,  and  it  will 
have  implications  on  birdlife  in  these  areas  for 
many  years.  Following  the  storm,  a brief  peri- 
od of  extremely  cold  weather  exacerbated  the 
negative  effects  on  wintering  birds;  during 
this  period,  there  were  several  reports  of  dead 
Great  Blue  Herons,  raptors,  and  songbirds  in 
Kentucky. 

Rarity  highlights  included  Snowy  Owl  in 
both  states,  Eurasian  Wigeon,  Northern 
Goshawk,  Black-legged  Kittiwakes,  and 
Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  in  Tennessee, 
and  Brown  Pelican,  Great  Black-backed  Gull, 
and  Iceland  Gull  in  Kentucky.  Most  natural 
and  ornamental  food  crops  were  in  good  sup- 
ply in  most  regions,  so  it  was  a good  winter 
for  berry,  cone  seed,  and  mast  eaters.  The 
presence  of  irruptive  boreal  species  was  the 
best  in  many  years,  highlighted  by  the  first 
pronounced  flight  of  White-winged  Crossbills 
into  the  Region  since  1982. 


Abbreviations:  Ensley  (Ensley  Bot- 
toms, including  the  EARTH  Com- 
plex, in  sw.  Shelby,  TN);  Falls  of  the 
Ohio  (Jefferson,  KY);  Robco  L. 
(Shelby,  TN);  Sauerheber  (Sauerhe- 
ber  Unit  Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Hender- 
son, KY). 

GEESE  THROUGH  HERONS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
relatively  widespread  in  small  num- 
bers away  from  the  far  w.  portion  of 
the  Region,  where  they  are  regular. 
With  observers  continuing  to  watch 
closely  for  Cackling  Geese,  there  were  more 
reports  than  during  any  previous  winter;  one 
to  40-50  were  reported  at  16  Kentucky  and 
nine  Tennessee  locales  1 Dec-28  Feb.  Ross’s 
Geese  were  also  especially  widespread  (or  at 
least  widely  noticed).  Snow  Goose  numbers 
were  below  average.  It  was  an  excellent  win- 
ter for  Tundra  Swans  in  Kentucky,  with  one  to 
8 reported  at  no  fewer  than  nine  locales;  in 
addition,  the  wintering  flock  at  Sauerheber 


numbered  up  to  ca.  70  birds  7 Jan  (BRi,  fide 
CMo).  In  Tennessee,  4 were  at  Johnson  City, 
Washington  5 Dec  ONa),  2 were  in  Loudon  25 
Jan-7  Feb  (BHo,  m.ob.),  and  an  imm.  was  in 
Warren  25  Jan-8  Feb  (NPM,  EL,  SJS).  A Mute 
Swan  was  at  Bell’s  Bend,  Davidson,  TN  3 Jan 
QNe),  3 were  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake,  TN  10  Jan 
(NM),  and  2 ads.  and  2 imms.  were  in  Warren, 
TN  25  Jan-8  Feb  (NPM,  EL,  SJS);  one  to  14 
Mutes  were  reported  from  16  Kentucky  lo- 
cales. A male  Mallard  x Northern  Pintail  was 
present  on  Freeman  L.,  Hardin,  KY  25  (RHy) 
& 26  Feb  (BPa,  EH).  A male  Eurasian 
Wigeon  was  on  Robco  L.  18  Jan  (JRW).  Blue- 


winged Teal  are  exceptionally  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion in  winter,  so  reports  of  single  males  on 
the  Knoxville,  TN  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (fide  KDE),  at 
Kingsport,  Sullivan,  TN  23  Jan  (RK),  and  on 
Radnor  L.,  Davidson,  TN  18  Feb  (tJS),  as  well 
2 males  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  14  Dec 
(tMSc),  were  noteworthy. 

Greater  Scaup  continues  to  increase  in  oc- 
currence across  the  Region,  with  an  above-av- 
erage number  of  scattered  reports,  although 
peak  counts  were  unimpressive.  An  apparent 
Ring-necked  Duck  x scaup  hybrid  was  at  En- 
sley 8 Feb  (ph.  JRW).  There  were  four  Ken- 
tucky and  four  Tennessee  reports  of  one  to  2 
Surf  Scoters  6 Dec-29  Jan.  There  were  two 
Kentucky  and  an  unusually  high  six  Ten- 
nessee reports  of  one  to  2 Black  Scoters  7 
Dec-21  Feb.  It  was  a good  winter  for  White- 
winged Scoters,  with  five  Kentucky  and  three 
Tennessee  reports  14  Dec- 10  Mar,  including  a 
flock  of  10  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Greenup,  KY  2 Dec 
QBr).  One  to  4 Long- tailed  Ducks  were  pres- 
ent above  Kentucky  Dam  4 Dec-8  Feb 
(m.ob.);  also  reported  were  2 on  Cave  Run  L., 


Rowan,  KY  6 61  21  Jan  OBr).  In  Tennessee, 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  reported  in  above-av- 
erage numbers,  with  a total  of  14  reported 
from  five  locations  6 Dec-22  Feb,  including  6 
at  Pickwick  L.,  Hardin  11  Jan  (Bl,  TW).  In 
Tennessee,  and  in  e.  Tennessee  particularly. 
Common  Mergansers  are  irregular,  so  a total 
of  6 reported  from  five  e.  Tennessee  and  one 
w.  Tennessee  locations  27  Dec-21  Feb  was 
noteworthy.  In  Kentucky,  as  is  the  norm, 
small  numbers  were  present  through  the  sea- 
son, with  most  widespread  presence  occur- 
ring during  the  latter  half  of  Jan. 

A fiock  of  at  least  326  Wild  Turkeys  in  se. 


Two  adult  Trumpeter  Swans  were  found  in  Dyer  County,  Tennessee  12  January  2009  and  remained  in  the  area  for  several 
days.  The  swan  not  shown  here  was  a wild-hatched  bird  banded  in  Wisconsin  in  2007.  Photograph  by  Mike  Todd. 
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(HC,  ME)  and  870  at  Robco  L. 
8 Feb  QRW);  14  at  Hiwassee 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Meigs,  TN  3 
Dec  (DAb,  CMa)  was  a large 
number  for  e.  Tennessee. 
Great  Egrets  may  be  starting 
to  winter  at  Hiwassee  Wildlife 
Refuge;  5 were  there  30  Nov 
(DT)  and  3 on  1 Jan  (KAC, 
DAb).  Elsewhere,  5 were  at 
Chester  Frost  County  Park, 
Hamilton,  TN  10  Dec  (HB), 
and  singles  were  seen  along 
the  Ohio  R.,  Bracken,  KY  2 
Dec  (JBr),  in  Lake,  TN  1 Jan 
QRW),  and  in  Knox/Bloiint, 
TN  through  the  season  (fide 
RK).  A Green  Heron  in  Blount, 
TN  17  Jan  (TW)  made  an  ex- 
ceptionally rare  winter  record 
for  the  Region. 

RAPTORS 
THROUGH  TERNS 

Brown  Pelican  remains  a very  rare  visitant  to  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region.  ^ returning  Osprey  at  Land 
This  subadult  lingered  at  Kentucky  DamA^  the  Lakes  National 

10-22  (herre  13)  December  2008.  Photograph  by  Ben  Yandell. 


Muhlenberg,  KY  (BPa,  AC)  was  one  of  the 
larger  groups  ever  tallied  in  the  Region.  A tal- 
ly of  8 Ruffed  Grouse  on  a hillside  at  Grayson 
Lake  W.M.A.,  Elliott,  KY  24  Dec  (SF  et  al.) 
was  impressive.  The  only  rare  loon  in  Ken- 
tucky was  an  ad.  Red-throated  in  s.  Ohio  22 
Jan  (ph.  BPa,  KH).  In  Tennessee,  at  least  2 
Red-throateds  were  seen  at  various  places 
along  the  Tennessee  R.  in  the  Chattanooga 
area  10-29  Jan  (DJ,  DK,  DH);  one  to  2 were 
on  Cherokee  L.,  Grainger/Hamblen/jejJerson 
28  Dec-1  Jan  (KDE,  m.ob.);  and  one  was  on 
Fort  Loudon  L.,  Blount  3 Jan  (KDE).  Single 
Pacific  Loons  were  in  Gibson,  TN  22  Dec 
(MG)  and  at  Booker  T.  Washington  S.P., 
Hamilton,  TN  14-25  Jan  (TW,  m.ob.).  There 
was  only  one  report  of  Red-necked  Grebe: 
one  on  Green  River  L.,  Taylor,  KY  17  (ph.  EH, 
BPa)  & 20  Dec  (BY,  MY).  An  Eared  Grebe 
above  Kentucky  Dam  8 Feb  (ph.  BY,  MY,  MSt, 
BPa)  was  the  only  one  reported  in  Kentucky; 
in  Tennessee,  3-5  were  on  S.  Holston  L.,  Sul- 
livan through  the  season  (RK,  m.ob.),  as  well 
as  singles  on  Robco  L.  25  Dec  O^W),  on 
Reelfoot  L,  Lake  1 Jan  QRW),  and  in  Henry  1 
Feb  (DK).  A Western  Grebe  was  on  Cherokee 
L.,  Grainger/Hamblen/Jefferson,  TN  28  Dec-4 
Jan  (ph.  KDE,  m.ob.). 

A subad.  Brown  Pelican  was  present  at 
Kentucky  Dam  10-22  Dec  (ph.  HC,  ME  et  al.). 
American  White  Pelicans  typically  become 
scarce  in  the  Region  during  midwinter,  so  the 
j following  tallies  were  relatively  unusual:  110 
I at  the  harbor  at  Hickman,  Fulton,  KY  17  Jan 


Recreation  Area,  Lyon/Trigg, 
KY  28  Feb  (BL)  tied  the  early  arrival  date  for 
the  state.  One  along  the  Tennessee  R.,  Hamil- 
ton, TN  22  Feb  (DJ)  was  also  exceptionally 
early.  Again  this  year,  a very  tardy  bird  was  at 
Robco  L.,  this  one  14  Dec  OkW).  A Northern 
Goshawk,  always  rare  in  the  Region,  was  seen 
in  Obion,  TN  29  Jan  (MG).  Rough-legged 
Hawks  were  not  widely  reported;  generally, 
one  to  2 were  present  at  expected  Kentucky 
locales  throughout  the  period.  In  Tennessee, 
singles  were  in  Gibson  11  Dec  (MG),  Tipton 
12  Dec  O^W),  and  Crockett  14  Jan  and  14  Feb 
(BPu).  One  to  2 Golden  Eagles  were  reported 
from  eight  Kentucky  and 
two  Tennessee  locales 
during  the  period,  includ- 
ing one  in  Wilson,  TN  19- 
20  Jan  (fide  SSo)  pho- 
tographed by  a trail  cam 
eating  carrion.  One  to  2 
Merlins  were  found  at  ten 
Kentucky  and  seven  Ten- 
nessee locales  during  the 
period.  In  addition  to  oc- 
casional observations  of 
resident  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons, there  were  reports 
of  single  birds  at  six  Ken- 
tucky locales;  in  Ten- 
nessee, singles  were  seen 
in  five  counties  14 
Dec-29  Jan. 

A Virginia  Rail  was 
found  during  the 


Kingsport  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (RK),  and  3 were 
heard  in  se.  Muhlenberg,  KY  3 Jan  (BPa,  AC). 
Virginias  were  present  at  Standifer  Gap 
Marsh,  Hamilton,  TN  through  the  period, 
with  a high  count  of  5 on  20  Dec  (DPa);  a 
tardy  Sora  was  still  there  30  Nov  (DT).  A con- 
tinuing flock  of  Black-bellied  Plovers  on  Ken- 
tucky L.,  Marshall  established  a new  late  de- 
parture date  for  Kentucky,  with  7 there  2 Dec 
(ME),  5 there  12  Dec  (HC,  BHa),  and  4 last 
seen  14  Dec  (HC  et  al.).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs 
at  Duck  River  Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Ben- 
ton, TN  1 Feb,  one  in  s.  Wamn,  KY  20  Feb 
(DR),  and  7 at  Sauerheber  26  Feb  (CC)  were 
the  earliest  returning  birds  to  be  reported.  A 
wintering  Greater  Yellowlegs  lingered  in 
Knox,  TN  10  Dec-25  Feb  (SHo,  CW).  A Soli- 
tary Sandpiper  at  Dewey  L.,  Warren,  KY  17 
Dec  (tBF)  represented  a first  winter  record 
for  Kentucky.  A Spotted  Sandpiper  was  at 
Kingsport,  Johnson,  TN  through  the  season 
for  the  4th  consecutive  winter  (RK,  m.ob.); 
singles  were  also  at  Cherokee  Dam,  jeffer- 
son/Grainger, TN  24  Dec  (ph.  JM)  and  in  An- 
derson, TN  23  Jan  (KR).  As  is  the  norm,  small 
flocks  of  Least  Sandpipers  lingered  into  or 
through  winter  on  Kentucky  L.,  Calloway  and 
Marshall,  KY  (HC  et  al).  There  were  four  re- 
ports of  birds  elsewhere:  one  at  Old  Hickory 
L.,  Davidson,  TN  13  Dec  QS  et  al.),  4 on  the 
Peters  Creek  embayment  of  Barren  River  L., 
Barren,  KY  30  Dec  (WM,  AH),  3 at  Hiwassee 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Meigs,  TN  1 Jan  (fide  KAC), 
and  2 at  Chaney  L.  20  Feb  (DR).  A few  West- 
ern Sandpipers  lingered  into  Dec  on  Ken- 
tucky L.,  Marshall,  KY,  with  5 last  seen  there 
12/14  Dec  (HC  et  al.). 

There  was  an  unusual  flurry  of  Laughing 
Gull  sightings  during  Dec,  with  one  to  2 ads. 
present  at  Kentucky  and  Barkley  dams  21 


Great  Black-backed  Gulls  continue  to  be  quite  rare  but  annual  in  the  Tennessee  & Ken- 
tucky region.  This  first-cycle  bird  lingered  at  the  region's  most  reliable  spot  for  the 
species,  Kentucky  Dam,  Livingston/Marshall  Counties,  Kentucky  29  January  2009  (here) 
through  8 February  2009.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 
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Unambiguous  Iceland  Gulls  remain  scarcely  reported  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region;  this  first-cycle  bird  was  present  at 
Kentucky  Dam,  Livingston/Marshall  Counties,  Kentucky  26-31  (here  26)  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Eddie  Huber. 


Dec-12  Jan  (m.ob.),  an  imm.  at  Robco  L.  25 
Dec  (ph.  JRW),  2 at  Pickwick  Dam,  Hardin, 
TN  29  Dec  (PLe),  and  an  ad.  near  the  Ohio  R. 
at  Maceo,  Daviess,  KY  29  Dec  (DAy).  Num- 
bers of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  remained  relatively 
high  in  the  Land  Between  the  Lakes  vicinity, 
with  ca.  4000-5000  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY 
during  mid-Jan  (BL  et  al).  A first-cycle  Ice- 
land Gull  was  present  at  Kentucky  Dam  26 
Jan  (ph.,  tBPa;  ph.  EH)  through  31  Jan  (TJPe, 
SP).  A first-cycle  gull  that  exhibited  charac- 
ters of  both  Iceland  Gull  and  Thayer’s  Gull 
was  present  at  Kentucky  Dam  26  Jan  (BPa, 
EH).  Several  Thayer’s  Gulls  of  different  age 
classes  (first-cycle,  second-cycle,  ad.)  were 
present  in  the  vicinity  of  Kentucky  and 
Barkley  dams  7 Dec-8  Feb  (m.ob.),  with  an 
ad.  reported  at  the  Jonathan  Cr.  embayment 
of  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  KY  3 Jan  (HC).  Sev- 
eral Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  of  different 
ages  classes  (first-cycle,  second-cycle,  ad.), 
probably  representing  at  least  a half-dozen  in- 
dividuals, were  reported  through  the  season 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kentucky  and  Barkley  dams, 
with  up  to  3 seen  on  a few  different  occasions, 
mostly  in  Jan.  Other  reports  included  a third- 
cycle  bird  at  Ensley  17  Dec  (ph.  JRW),  an  ad. 
at  Old  Hickory  Dam,  Davidson,  TN  29  Jan 
(DK),  and  a first-cycle  bird  at  the  Falls  of  the 
Ohio  30  Jan  (tEH  et  al.).  A first-cycle  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  present  in  the  vicinity 
of  Kentucky  Dam  29  Jan-8  Feb  (ph.  DR  et 
al.).  One  to  3 first-cycle  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
present  in  the  vicinity  of  Kentucky  and 
Barkley  dams  28  Dec-8  Feb  (BY,  MY,  MSt, 
BPa).  Other  first-cycle  Glaucous  were  found 
at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  6 Dec  (MAu,  ph.  BY  et 
al.),  at  Shelby  Farms,  Shelby,  TN  25  Dec 
ORW,  GK),  and  at  Robco  L.  25  Dec  (ph. 
JRW).  There  were  two  reports  of  first-cycle 
Black-legged  Kiltiwakes  in  Tennessee;  one  al 
Robco  L.  8-9  Dec  (DK,  AG,  ph.  JRW)  and  one 


at  Boone  Dam,  Sullivan,  TN  26-27  Dec  (RK, 
m.ob.).  As  is  now  the  norm,  small  numbers  of 
Forster’s  Terns  probably  wintered  on  Ken- 
tucky L.,  Calloway/Marshall,  KY  (HC  et  al.); 
in  Tennessee,  one  was  in  Marion  27  Dec  (fide 
KAC),  while  11  at  Robco  L.  22  Feb  QRW) 
were  likely  early  migrants. 

OWLS  THROUGH  SISKINS 

There  were  two  reports  of  Snowy  Owl:  one  s. 
of  Smith  Mills,  w.  Henderson,  KY  7 Dec  (vt. 
BB)  and  an  imm.  at  Spring  Hill,  Maury,  TN  3 
Dec-15  Feb  (BRo,  m.ob.),  the  latter  repre- 
sented Tennessee’s  12th 
record.  There  were  two 
Kentucky  reports  of  North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl:  one  call- 
ing in  e.  Pulaski  12  Feb 
(RD,  JD)  and  one  seen  at 
Central  Kentucky  W.M.A., 

Madison  14  Feb  (AN,  JBr). 

One  to  7 Short-eared  Owls 
were  found  between  three 
Kentucky  and  three  Ten- 
nessee locales.  A Common 
Nighthawk  seen  and  heard 
at  Mt.  Sterling,  Montgomery, 

KY  26  Feb  (tBN)  represent- 
ed a new  arrival  date  for 
Kentucky  by  three  weeks; 
one  in  Hamilton,  TN  2 Dec 
(LK)  was  unusually  late. 

Winter  hummingbirds  were 
nearly  non-existent,  with 
none  reported  from  Ken- 
tucky, whereas  Tennessee 
had  an  ad.  female  Ruby-throated  in  Knox  14 
Dec  (MAr),  a few  unidentified  Selasphorus, 
and  an  unidentified  hummingbird.  A Tree 
Swallow  at  Old  Hickory  L.,  Sumner,  TN  13 
Dec  (CS,  m.ob.)  furnished  a rare  winter 
record,  and  one  in  Dyer,  TN  6 Feb  (MG)  con- 


tinued the  trend  of  increasingly  early  arrival 
dates.  Two  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
at  Cherokee  Dam,  Grainger/Jejferson,  TN  1 
Jan  (tDM,  SHo)  represented  a first  winter  re- 
port for  the  Region. 

Impressive  flocks  of  2000  Horned  Larks  in 
both  Adair,  KY  29  Jan  (RD,  SD)  and  Wayne,  KY 
30  Jan  (RD,  SD)  were  conspicuous  results  of 
the  ice  storm.  Two  Fish  Crows  seen  and  heard 
calling  on  an  embayment  of  Kentucky  L.,  Cal- 
loway 11  Dec  (RHd)  represent  a first  Dec 
record  for  Kentucky.  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  present  in  below-average  numbers  in 
Kentucky,  with  only  one  to  4 found  on  only 
nine  C.B.C.s;  in  Tennessee,  60  on  the  Roan  Mt. 
C.B.C.,  Carter  20  Dec  were  exceptional.  Ten 
Brown-headed  Nuthatches  at  the  Cookeville 
G.C.,  Putnam,  TN  20  Dec  represents  yet  an- 
other range  expansion  in  the  Region.  Two 
Sedge  Wrens  were  found  in  Kentucky:  one  in 
w.  McCracken  22  Dec  (tBPa,  EH)  and  one  in 
se.  Muhlenberg  3 Jan  (tBPa,  AC);  in  Tennessee, 

2 were  seen  in  Fentress  1 Feb  (SJS,  EL).  Marsh 
Wrens  were  reported  three  times  in  Kentucky: 
one  in  Ballard  22  Dec  (BPa,  EH,  SR,  HC),  one 
in  s.  Ohio  2 Jan  (BPa),  and  3 in  se.  Muhlenberg 

3 Jan  (BPa,  AC).  A White-eyed  Vireo  at  the 
Honors  G.C.,  Hamilton,  TN  8 Nov  (DS  et  al.) 
was  very  late.  A Blue-headed  Vireo,  rare  in 
winter,  was  in  Hardin,  TN  29  Dec  (BPu,  ZQ). 
Three  Gray  Catbirds  were  reported  on  Ten- 
nessee C.B.C.s  14  Dec-1  Jan. 


A Nashville  Warbler  near  Big  Bone,  s. 
Boone  27  Dec  (tLMcN  et  al.)  represented  a 
2nd  winter  record  for  Kentucky.  Palm  War- 
blers were  not  conspicuous  this  winter  in 
Kentucky;  in  Tennessee,  13  were  reported 
from  seven  locations  5 Dec+.  A Yellow-throat- 


This  nicely  documented  Dickcissel  (left)  was  present  in  a Trigg  County,  Kentucky  yard 
16-17  (here  17)  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Bill  Lisowsky. 
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ed  Warbler  lingered  through  the  season  along 
the  Holston  R.,  Kingsport,  Johnson,  TN  (RR 
m.ob.).  A Black-and-white  Warbler  in  Knox, 
TN  15  Dec  (ED),  a Prairie  Warbler  on  the 
Chattanooga  C.B.C.,  Hamilton,  TN  20  Dec 
QH,  DJ),  and  an  Ovenbird  at  Johnson  City, 
Washington,  TN  13  Jan  (LMcD)  all  were  sur- 
prising winter  rarities.  Four  Orange-crowned 
Warblers  were  reported  at  four  locations  from 
middle  and  e.  Tennessee  27  Dec-22  Feb.  A fe- 
male Summer  Tanager  was  in  Hamilton,  TN 
17  Jan-22  Feb  (PR,  DJ);  one  was  in  the  same 
county  last  winter  at  a different  location. 

American  Tree  Sparrows  turned  up  in  good 
numbers  following  the  late  Jan  ice  storm, 
with  birds  reported  at  many  feeding  stations 
across  much  of  the  w.  two-thirds  of  Kentucky 
and  n.  Tennessee;  a tally  of  at  least  63  at  a 
feeding  station  in  ne.  Jefferson,  KY  3 Feb 
(BPa)  was  impressive.  There  were  only  four 
reports  of  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow:  one  in  Eliza- 
bethton,  Carter,  TN  14-16  Dec  (GW,  RK, 
m.ob.);  4 in  w.  Fulton,  KY  20  Dec  (BPa,  EH, 
AW,  NM  et  al);  one  in  w.  McCracken,  KY  22 
Dec  (BPa,  EH);  and  6 in  Hardin,  TN  28  Dec 
(BPu,  ZQ).  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  are  quite  rare 
in  the  Region  during  winter,  so  reports  of  sin- 
gle birds  at  four  different  locales  was  extraor- 
dinary: near  Green  River  L.,  Taylor,  KY  17 
Dec  (tBPa,  EH);  e.  of  Ragland,  McCracken, 
KY  22  Dec  (+BPa,  EH);  e.  of  Dabney,  Pulaski, 
KY  1 Jan  (tSMa);  and  in  Dyer,  TN  13  & 21 
Jan  (BPu).  Vesper  Sparrows  are  also  rare  in 
the  Region  during  winter,  but  this  season  they 
were  reported  in  exceptional  numbers  in  Ten- 
nessee, including  one  in  Sullivan  12  Dec 
(LMcD),  3 in  Warren  22  Dec,  with  one  linger- 
ing through  11  Jan  (SMc),  3 in  Hardin  29  Dec 
(BPu,  ZQ),  and  12  in  Tipton  and  5 in  Dyer  1 
Feb  ORW);  the  latter  reports  from  1 Feb 
could  have  represented  early  migrants. 

Small  numbers  of  Lapland  Longspurs  were 
present  at  traditional  wintering  locales,  al- 
though there  was  a pronounced  movement 
into  Kentucky  subsequent  to  the  late  Jan  ice 
storm;  peak  counts  included  at  least  750,  and 
probably  1000,  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  20  Dec  (BPa, 
EH),  with  at  least  4000 — representing  a new 
state  high  count — there  22  Dec  (DR).  Lap- 
lands  were  widespread  in  w.  Tennessee  during 
mid-Dec  as  well,  with  a high  of  6000+  in  Lake 
19-20  Dec  (MT).  Single  Laplands  in  Rowan, 
KY  28  Jan  (SE)  and  Elliott,  KY  29  Jan  (EM) 
were  rather  out  of  place  in  the  predominantly 
forested  e.  portion  of  the  state.  The  massive 
mid-Dec  longspur  flocks  in  Lake,  TN  also  in- 
cluded a Smith’s  Longspur  and  up  to  6 Chest- 
nut-collared Longspurs  19  Dec  (tMT,  m.ob.), 
the  latter  furnishing  a long-awaited  Regional 
first.  The  27-28  Jan  ice  storm  brought  good 
numbers  of  Snow  Buntings  into  Kentucky; 


peak  counts  included  51  in  ne.  Jefferson  (BPa 
et  al.)  and  39  in  Rowan  (SF),  both  28  Jan,  and 
70  in  Fayette  5-6  Feb  (RO,  BPa  et  al).  Small 
numbers  moved  as  far  s.  as  Adair,  Pulaski, 
Russell,  Wayne  (RD),  and  the  vicinity  of  Ken- 
tucky/Barkley dams  (DR).  Up  to  23  in  Elliott, 
KY  28-29  Jan  (EM)  were  the  farthest  e.  into 
the  heavily  forested  e.  portion  of  the  state  that 
they  were  found.  The  only  Tennessee  report 
was  of  one  in  Obion  28  Jan  (MG). 

A very  late  imm.  male  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beak was  at  Signal  Mt.,  Hamilton,  TN  29  Nov 
OSL).  Dickcissels  are  rare  during  winter  in 
the  Region;  one  was  present  at  a feeding  sta- 
tion in  Trigg,  KY  16-17  Jan  (PLi,  ph.  BE).  An 
Indigo  Bunting,  also  rare  during  winter,  was 
killed  by  a dog  in  Cumberland,  TN  4 Dec 
(EL).  There  were  two  reports  of  Western 
Meadowlark  in  w.  Fulton,  KY:  at  least  one 
seen/heard  20  Dec  (BPa,  EH)  and  3 there  22 
Dec  (DR).  In  Tennessee,  7 were  in  Dyer  and 
19  in  Lake  1 Jan  QRW),  and  11  were  in  Dyer 

1 Feb  ORW).  One  in  Putnam,  TN  14-22  Feb 
(SJS,  vt.  EL)  was  an  exceptional  vagrant  away 
from  the  far  w.  portion  of  the  Region.  One  to 

2 Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  found  at  five  Ken- 
tucky locales  during  the  season,  a fairly  rep- 
resentative showing.  In  Tennessee,  a male  in 
Washington  2 Dec  (RK)  and  2 males  and  a fe- 
male in  Jefferson  28  Dec  (KDE)  were  rare 
away  from  w.  Tennessee.  A flock  of  400  Rusty 
Blackbirds  in  Lewis,  TN  5 Dec  (BPu)  was  the 
largest  reported.  An  estimated  200,000- 
500,000  Common  Grackles  were  roosting 
along  the  Natchez  Trace  Parkway,  Williamson, 
TN  12  Dec  (RC). 

It  was  an  above-average  year  for  Purple 
Finches,  with  one  to  74  reported  on  23  Ken- 
tucky Christmas  counts.  Modest  numbers 
were  widespread  in  Tennessee,  with  a large 
flock  of  76  in  Tipton  31  Jan  (DPr).  Two  Red 
Crossbills  in  Obion,  TN  29  Jan  (MG)  were  va- 
grants away  from  the  eastern  mts.  Certainly 
one  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  was  an  ir- 
ruption of  White-winged  Crossbills  into  n.- 
cen,  Kentucky,  the  first  such  movement  since 
the  early  1980s.  Around  a dozen  birds  were 
the  first  to  be  reported  in  a yard  at  Ft. 
Thomas,  Campbell  4 Feb  (SHu).  Subsequent 
reports  originated  from  several  additional  lo- 
cations as  follows:  up  to  at  least  20  at  Mel- 
bourne, Campbell  5-7  Feb  (ph.  FR  et  al.);  up 
to  35-40  at  Lexington,  Fayette  5-15  Feb  (DL 
et  al.);  14  at  Sky  Bridge,  Red  River  Gorge, 
Wolfe  8 Feb  (AN);  one  at  Ft.  Wright,  Kenton 
8/14  Feb  (DM);  and  at  least  25  at  Southgate, 
Campbell  23  Feb  (DM).  Two  Common  Red- 
polls were  observed  in  a yard  at  Florence, 
Boone,  KY  25  Jan  (tFLe).  Small  to  moderate 
numbers  of  Pine  Siskins  continued  through 
the  C.B.C.  season,  with  one  to  257  tallied  on 


13  Kentucky  counts;  the  species  was  more 
numerous  in  the  e.  portion  of  the  state.  In 
Tennessee,  siskins  were  numerous  and  wide- 
spread, with  a high  count  of  190  reported  in 
Tipton  31  Jan  (DPr). 

Corrigenda:  The  male  Allen’s  Hummingbird 
in  Johnson,  TN  15  Oct  2007-4  Jan  2008  was 
erroneously  reported  as  being  in  Johnson 
City,  Washington.  An  American  Redstart  in 
Knox,  TN  1 Dec  2007  was  the  2nd  winter-pe- 
riod record  for  Tennessee,  not  the  first. 
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Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 
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LETTERED  ALABAMA 
GULF  COAST  SITES: 

A = Gulf  Shores 
B = Ft.  Morgan 
C = Dauphin  I. 

D = Bayou  La  Balre 


GULF  OF  MEXICO 


C.  Dwight  Cooley 


Rain — nothing  means  more  to  a 
parched  landscape  and  its  inhabitants. 
After  three  years  of  drought  with  a cu- 
mulative deficit  of  well  over  100  cm  in  some 
areas,  we  are  green  again!  By  the  end  of  De- 
cember, all  stations  except  those  in  coastal  ar- 
eas reported  rainfall  amounts  above  normal. 
However,  that  trend  did  not  hold  through 
February,  with  most  stations  reporting 
monthly  deficits.  Still,  food  resources  were 
plentiful,  and  birds  took  advantage  of  them. 

Abbreviations:  Barnett  Res.  (Ross  Barnett 
Res.,  MS),  E.N.W.R.  (Eufaula  N.W.R.,  AL), 
N.N.W.R.  (Noxubee  N.W.R.,  MS),  T.R.V. 
(Tennessee  River  Valley,  AL),  W.N.W.R. 
(Wheeler  N.W.R.,  AL). 

WATERFOWL 

Waterfowl  in  good  numbers  responded  to  im- 
proved wetland  habitat  conditions.  The 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  found  earlier  in 
fall  at  W.N.W.R.  peaked  at  220  on  9 Jan 
(CDC),  while  72  were  on  L.  jock  Demoville, 
Chickasaw,  MS  14  Leb  (WRP).  The  number 
of  locations  from  which  Ross’s  Geese  were  re- 
ported continues  to  increase,  with  a maxi- 
mum of  300  at  Bellewood,  Humphreys,  MS  7 
Leb  (RH).  Cackling  Geese  continue  to  be 
lightly  reported.  Two  at  W.N.W.R.,  Morgan 
(ph.  SWM)  made  Alabama’s  8th  record.  In 
Mississippi,  one  was  at  N.N.W.R.,  Noxubee  19 
Dec  (TLS),  and  36  were  at  Bellewood  18  Jan 
(RH).  A Tundra  Swan  was  near  Stevenson, 
Jackson,  AL  28  Leb  (ph.  SWM).  Blue-winged 
Teal  wintered  inland  at  several  locations.  In 
Alabama,  up  to  3 were  on  Guntersville  L., 
Marshall  19  Dec-8  Leb  (LBR,  AGM,  MS);  a 
male  was  at  W.N.W.R.,  Limestone  22  Dec 
QTG,  SWM,  DJS);  and  6 found  near  Pintlala, 
Montgomeiy  28  Leb  (LEG)  were  probably  ear- 


ly migrants.  Up  to  4 were  at  N.N.W.R.,  Nox- 
ubee, MS  16-20  Dec  (TLS).  An  ad.  male  Cin- 
namon Teal  at  the  Seaman  Rd.  S.T.R,  Jackson, 
MS  6 Dec  OW,  m.ob.,  ph.)  caused  quite  a bit 
of  excitement.  Responding  to  excellent  wet- 
land conditions,  the  10,000  Ring-necked 
Ducks  on  the  Wheeler  N.W.R.  C.B.C.,  Lime- 
stone/Madison/Morgan, AL  20  Dec  (m.ob.) 
made  a state  maximum.  Six  Greater  Scaup 
were  at  Speigner,  Elmore,  AL  16  Leb  (LEG), 
where  rare.  Scoters  put  in  a good  showing 
throughout  the  Region.  Single  female-type 
Surf  Scoters  were  in  Lauderdale,  AL  22  Leb 
(ph.  SWM)  and  at  Sardis  L.,  Panola,  MS  17-22 
Dec  (QBG,  GK,  SK,  DPr).  White-winged  Scot- 
ers, rarest  of  the  scoters  Regionally,  were  re- 
ported from  several  locations.  In  Alabama, 
singles  female-types  were  found  on  the  e.  end 
of  Dauphin  1.,  Mobile  21  Jan  (GDJ,  DGj,  ph.) 
and  at  Guntersville  L.  26  Jan  (GDJ,  ph.);  3 
were  at  Gulf  Shores,  Baldwin  30  Dec  (GDJ); 
and  17  were  on  Bear  Cr.,  Lauderdale  6 Leb 
(DJS).  In  Mississippi,  15  on  Bluff  L.,  Noxubee 
10  Jan  (TLS,  MHS)  made  a first  for  N.N.W.R. 
Black  Scoters  were  at  Bon  Secour  Bay,  Bald- 
win, AL,  where  up  to  4 were  found  3-4  Jan 
(RAD,  LRD,  m.ob.);  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.,  4 were  seen  4 Jan  (CDC,  MS,  AGM); 
and  one  was  on  Oktibbeha 
L.,  Oktibbeha,  MS  9 Jan 
(TLS,  MHS).  A female  Long- 
tailed Duck  at  Guntersville, 

AL  7-8  Leb  (ph.  SWM)  was 
the  only  one  reported. 

LOONS  THROUGH 
FALCONS 

It  wasn’t  long  ago  that  find- 
ing a loon  other  than  Com- 
mon was  as  event;  now  it 
has  become  commonplace. 

Individual  Red-throated 
Loons  were  found  in  Ala- 
bama at  W.N.W.R.,  Lime- 
stone 16-17  Dec  (CDC)  and 
Bon  Secour  Bay  4 Jan 
(SWM,  AH,  ph.).  Also  in  Alabama,  single  Pa- 
cific Loons  were  at  Guntersville  L.  13  Dec-6 
Feb  (SWM,  GDJ,  m.ob.);  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C  at  Orange  Beach  3 Jan  (GDJ,  DGJ);  and 
at  Bon  Secour  Bay  17  Jan  (LFG).  The  largest 
Common  Loon  concentration  was  of  543  on 
the  Guntersville  C.B.C. , AL  (m.ob.),  a T.R.V. 
maximum.  The  1228  Pied-billed  Grebes  on 
the  Guntersville  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (m.ob.)  fur- 
ther cements  Guntersville’s  reputation  as  the 
Region’s  winter  grebe  capital;  998  on  the  Wa- 
terloo C.B.C.,  Lauderdale/Colbert,  AL  20  Dec 
(m.ob.)  furnished  a nw.  Alabama  maximum. 
The  maximum  number  of  Horned  Grebes 
recorded  on  Guntersville  L.,  AL  was  775  on 


26  Jan  (GDJ),  and  184  on  the  Waterloo  C.B.C. 
AL  20  Dec  made  a nw.  Alabama  maximum. 
Single  Eared  Grebes  were  reported  from  Gun- 
tersville, AL  6 Dec  (ph.  SWM)  and  the 
Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.,  AL  14  Dec. 

The  fall  movement  of  American  White  Pel- 
icans through  the  Region  peaked  2 Dec  with 
609  recorded  during  a waterfowl  survey  at 
W.N.W.R.,  AL  (CDC).  Elsewhere,  100  were  at 
Key  Cave  N.W.R. , Lauderdale,  AL  5 Dec  (DJS), 
and  594,  a nw.  Alabama  maximum,  were  in 
Lauderdale/Lawrence/Colbert,  AL  11  Jan 
(SWM).  Rare  away  from  the  coast,  an  imm. 
Brown  Pelican  was  on  the  Montgomery 
C.B.C.,  Montgomeiy,  AL  3 Jan  (AP,  ph.),  while 
up  to  7 (one  ad.,  6 imms.)  were  on  Barnett 
Res.,  Madison,  MS  throughout  the  period 
(GK,  SK,  TLS,  MHS,  m.ob.).  Anhingas  were 
reported  at  the  Gulf  Shores  S.T.R,  AL,  where  a 
female-type  was  found  22  Jan  (GDJ,  DGJ); 
near  Moundville,  Tuscaloosa,  AL,  where  2 
were  seen  13  Feb  (EH);  and.  Bluff  L.,  MS, 
where  an  imm.  was  reported  5 Jan-20  Feb 
(TLS).  The  only  American  Bittern  reported 
was  in  Alabama,  one  on  Christmas  count  at 
E.N.W.R.  19  Dec  (GEH,  BM,  BR).  A Least  Bit- 
tern at  Bluff  L.,  MS  13  Dec  (AG)  marked  a 
first  winter  record  for  N.N.W.R.  Nine  Reddish 


Egrets  on  the  Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.,  AL  14 
Dec  (m.ob.)  was  a good  number.  Green 
Herons,  rarely  encountered  inland  in  winter, 
were  recorded  on  the  Tuscaloosa  C.B.C.,  AL 
20  Dec;  near  Stevenson,  AL  13  Jan  (HB), 
where  2 provided  a T.R.V  3rd  winter  record; 
and  at  the  Birmingham  Zoo,  Jefferson,  AL,  one 
bird  on  25  Jan  QN).  An  ad.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  on  the  Birmingham  C.B.C.,  AL 
27  Dec  (SSH)  was  the  same  injured  individual 
that  has  been  recorded  the  previous  three 
winters.  The  only  White  Ibis  reported  were  6 
juvs.  at  Pearl  River  W.M.A.,  Madison,  MS  27 
Dec-24  Feb  (TLS,  m.ob.). 

The  44  Ospreys  on  the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C. 
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MS  23  Feb  (GK,  SK),  and 
a Sora  was  on  the  Mont- 
gomety  C.B.C.,  AL  3 Jan. 
A Common  Moorhen  was 
on  Bluff  L.  at  N.N.W.R. 
20-21  Dec  (LC,  EC,  TLS, 
m.ob.),  while  up  to  16 
were  at  Pearl  River 
W.M.A.,  MS  14-22  Dec 
(PW)  and  one  was  at 
Speigner,  AL  16  Feb 
(LFG).  Sandhill  Cranes 
continued  their  phenom- 
enal increase,  with  the 
4723  at  W.N.W.R.  3 Feb+ 


One  of  eight  studied  at  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin  County,  Alabama  1 7 December  2008 
through  23  January  2009  (here)  was  this  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull.  Photograph  by 
Greg  D.  Jackson. 


This  first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  at  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin  County  2 January  2009  was 
one  of  an  unprecedented  five  in  coastal  Alabama  1 4 December  2008  and  later. 

Photograph  by  Greg  D.  Jacksori. 


3 Jan  represented  an  Alabama  maximum,  and 
2 on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.,  AL  (ECS)  were 
unusual  inland  in  winter.  An  imm.  dark- 
morph  Rough-legged  Flawk  found  near  Town 
Creek,  Lawrence,  AL  19-27  Dec  (CAB,  m.ob.) 
was  the  hrst  reported  from  Alabama  since 
2006.  Golden  Eagles  were  reported  from  four 
locations:  imms.  were  reported  from  Hamp- 
ton Cove,  Madison,  AL  7 Dec  (ph.  CG),  Lake 
Guntersville  S.P.,  Marshall,  AL  22  Dec  (SWM, 
DJS,  JTG),  and  Bluff  L,  N.N.W.R.,  MS  10-12 
Eeb  (TLS),  and  an  ad.  was  in  Lauderdale,  AL 
6-22  Feb  (DJS,  m.ob.).  Merlins,  rare  in  the 
Region  in  winter,  were  reported  from  L.  Pur- 
dy,  Jefferson,  AL  2 Dec  (GDJ);  at  W.N.W.R.  on 
the  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (RRS,  MBS);  on  the  Gulf 
Shores  C.B.C. , AL  3 Jan,  where  4 were  found; 
and  near  Macon,  Noxubee,  MS  14  Dec  (one 
bird;  TLS).  Seven  Peregrine  Falcons  on  the 
Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (m.ob.)  estab- 
lished an  Alabama  winter  maximum. 

RAILS  THROUGH  GULLS 

Rails  were  lightly  reported;  a King  Rail  was 
found  along  E.  Pipeline  Rd.  near  Barnett  Res., 


(CDC,  DSM,  KH,  KG),  a 
new  Alabama  maximum. 
Elsewhere,  up  to  40  were 
near  Atmore,  Escambia, 
AL  late  Jan-21  Feb 
(BCG);  2 were  at  Fitz- 
patrick, Bullock,  AL  29 
Jan  OT);  108  were  at 
Crow  Creek  W.M.A., 
Jackson,  AL  28  Feb 
(SWM);  and  up  to  53 
were  near  McLeod,  Nox- 
ubee, MS  10  Jan-21  Feb 
(TLS,  MHS,  m.ob.).  For 
the  3rd  consecutive  year, 
Whooping  Cranes  from 
Operation  Migration  win- 
tered at  W.N.W.R.,  where 
3 were  recorded  24 
Nov-9  Mar  (CDC,  KG, 
WRG,  m.ob.).  Sixteen 
Snowy  Plovers  at  the  w.  end  of  Dauphin  1.  14 
Feb  (TSi,  JS,  HEH)  made  an  Alabama  winter 
maximum.  Alabama’s  3rd  winter  Wilson’s 
Plover  was  at  Pointe  aux  Pines,  Mobile  1 Feb 
(LRD,  m.ob.).  The  29  Piping  Plovers  at  the  w. 
end  of  Dauphin  L,  AL  14  Feb  (TSi,  JS,  HEH) 
was  a good  number.  Killdeer  with  downy 
young  at  Inverness,  Shelby,  AL  27  Dec  (HHK) 
indicated  an  extremely  late  nesting.  Casual 
away  from  the  coast,  7 American  Oystercatch- 
ers  along  the  Mobile  Causeway,  Baldwin,  AL 
20  Jan  (GDJ,  DGJ)  were  a good  hnd.  Spotted 
Sandpipers  were  widely  reported,  with  5 on 
the  Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.,  AL  14  Dec;  6 on 
the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.,  AL  3 Jan;  one  on  Ok- 
tibbeha County  L.,  MS  1 Jan+  (TLS,  MHS); 
and  one  near  McLeod,  MS  17  Jan  (TLS,  MHS, 
m.ob.).  Rare  in  winter,  a Marbled  Godwit  and 
46  Red  Knots  were  on  the  Dauphin  Island 
C.B.C.,  AL  14  Dec.  Almost  unheard  of  inland 
in  winter,  2 basic-plumaged  Sanderlings  were 
in  Tunica,  MS  21  Feh  QRM/).  Four  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C. 
3 Jan  (LFG,  CTS)  furnished  a hrst  document- 
ed inland  Alabama  winter  record. 


I 

t 


■t  H The  incursion  of  wintering  Laughing  Gulls  inland 
. J ; ‘i  into  the  Region  was  phenomenal  and  without 
precedent.  No  fewer  than  15  records  were  reported,  1 1 of 
multiple  birds.  Maxima  were  32,  mostly  ads.,  in  Catalpa 
Creek  Bottoms,  Lowndes,  MS  6 Jan  (TLS);  up  to  20  at 
Sardis  Dam,  Panola,  MS  22  Dec  (GK,  SK,  DPr,  m.ob.);  8-9  at 
Grenada  Dam,  Grenada,  MS  28  Dec-1  Jan  (GK,  SK,  JRW, 
PL,  MT);  one  to  7 in  Tunica,  MS  3 Jan-21  Feb  (JRW);  one 
to  4 at  Arkabutia  Dam,  Desoto/Tate,  MS  4-10  Jan  (JRW);  3 
at  Enid  Dam,  Yalobusha,  MS  1 Jan  (GK,  SK);  2 at  Wilson 
Dam,  Lauderdale/Colbert,  AL  1 1 Jan  (SWM);  2 at  Gun- 
tersville, AL  26  Dec-8  Feb  (m.ob.);  and  2 on  the  Waterloo 
C.B.C,AL20Dec. 


Single  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  Mississippi  were 
reported  from  Arkabutia  Dam  4 Jan  QRW); 
Tunica  21  Feb  QRW);  and  Grenada  L.  23  Feb 
(GK,  SK).  A hrst-cycle  Little  Gull,  the  10th 
for  Alabama,  was  on  the  Waterloo  C.B.C.  20 
Dec  (DJS,  RJM).  A probable  ad.  Mew  Gull  at 
Barnett  Res.  24  Feb  (p.a.,  TLS)  would  repre- 
sent a first  for  Mississippi.  The  15,000  Ring- 
billed Gulls  at  Guntersville  6 Feb  (GDJ) 
equals  Alabama’s  maximum.  An  ad.  and  sec- 
ond-cycle California  Gull  were  reported  from 
Tunica,  MS  21  Feb  QRW).  In  Mississippi,  hrst- 
cycle  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  in  Tunica  3 Jan-21 
Feb  (JRW)  and  at  Barnett  Res.  22  Feb  (GK). 
Up  to  8 Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  (5  ad.,  one 
third-cycle,  and  2 second-cycle)  were  at  the 
Magnolia  Springs  Landfill,  Baldwin,  AL  17 
Dec-2  Jan  (BS,  GDJ,  SWM,  m.ob.,  ph.).  In 
Mississippi,  a hrst-cycle  and  an  ad.  were  in 
Tunica  3 & 17  Jan,  respectively  (ph.  JRW), 
and  an  ad.  was  on  Barnett  Res.  22  Feb-r  (GK, 
SK,  TLS,  MHS,  ph.).  In  Alabama,  seven  sight- 
ings of  hrst-cycle  Glaucous  Gulls,  involving 
up  to  5 individuals,  came  from:  the  Dauphin 
Island  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (ph.  BS);  Magnolia 
Springs  Landhll  2-9  Jan  (2  birds;  GDJ,  BS, 
SWM,  SM,  ph.);  Perdido  Pass/Gulf  Shores  3 
Jan+  (GDJ,  DGJ,  JT,  ph.);  and  Guntersville  10 
Jan  (ph.  SWM). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

White-winged  Doves  continue  to  increase  in 
Alabama,  with  7 near  Atmore  13  Dec  (JY, 
DY),  370  on  the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  3 Jan,  and 
up  to  33  at  Grand  Bay,  Mobile  14  Feb  (LMJ). 
Mourning  Doves  responded  well  to  agricul- 
tural conditions.  The  1639  on  the  Christmas 
count  at  W.N.W.R.  20  Dec  provided  a T.R.V 
maximum,  and  2103  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.  3 Jan  made  a Gulf  Coast  maximum. 
Common  Ground-Dove  reports  are  increas- 
ingly sparse  in  the  Region,  so  12  at  E.N.W.R. 
14  Feb  (SWM)  and  2 in  the  mt.  region  at 
Harpersville,  Shelby,  AL  19  Feb  (LAT)  were 
encouraging.  Three  Short-eared  Owls  were 
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This  Glaucous  Gull  was  one  of  two  first-cycle  birds  at  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin 
County,  Alabama  2-9  (here  3)  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Sharon  Milligan. 


This  Sprague's  Pipit  was  one  of  6 near  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin  County, 
Alabama  21  -23  (here  21 ) January  2009.  Photograph  by  Bill Summerour. 


near  Guntersville  Dam,  Marshall,  AL  26 
Dec-3  Jan  (KW,  RW,  JMH,  NC,  in.ob.),  one 
was  at  Key  Cave  N.W.R.,  AL  11  Jan  (SWM), 
and  2 were  near  Rosedale,  Bolivar,  MS  1 Jan 
(WRP,  NP).  Last  winter’s  Northern  Saw-Whet 
Owl  incursion  continued,  with  3 banded  at 
Clay,  Jefferson,  AL  2 Dec-26  Jan  (RRS,  MBS) 
and  one  seen  at  W.N.W.R.,  Limestone,  AL  19 
Dec  (RRS).  Rare  in  winter,  a Common 
Nighthawk  was  in  Irondale,  Jefferson,  AL  7 
Dec  (RJR).  Alabama’s  5th  Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbird, an  ad.  male,  was  at  Montrose,  Bald- 
win 23  Jan-24  Feb  (VBF,  m.ob.,  b.,  ph.).  Sin- 
gle Buff-bellied  Hummingbirds,  all  banded, 
were  reported  from  Fairhope,  Baldwin,  AL  14 
(FB,  EL,  ph.,  b.)  & 15  Dec  (FB,  MG,  ph.,  b.); 
Montrose,  AL  20  Feb  (FB,  NM,  ph.,  b.);  and 
Hattiesburg,  Forrest,  MS  19  Nov-5  Feb  (DL, 
RRS,  MBS,  b.).  Alabama’s  13th  Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird  was  in  Fairhope  1 Dec  (FB, 
DWD,  CPD,  ph.,  b.).  In  Starkville,  Oktibbeha, 


MS,  ad.  male  and  female  Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds  were 
recorded  24  Nov+  (RK,  TK, 
TLS,  RRS,  MBS,  ph.,  b.)  and  6- 
12  Dec  (RR,  JR),  respectively. 
An  Allen's  Hummingbird  was 
in  Montgomery,  AL  5 Feb  (FB, 
TE,  ph.,  b.).  A probable  Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  x Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker  hybrid  was 
in  Huntsville,  Madison,  AL  15- 
26  Dec  (SR,  HEH,  ph.).  Alaba- 
ma’s 4th  Say’s  Phoebe,  origi- 
nally found  just  across  the 
state  line  in  Tennessee  (MW), 
was  near  Hazel  Green,  Madison 
26  Feb  (ph.  DJS),  while  Missis- 
sippi’s 6th  Say’s  Phoebe  was 
near  McLeod  17-18  Jan  (TLS, 
m.ob.).  The  only  Western 
Kingbird  reported  was  on 
Dauphin  L,  AL  7 Dec  (HEH, 
LM,JS,  TSi).  Wintering  White- 
eyed Vireos  were  widely  re- 
ported, with  one  on  the 
Christmas  count  at  E.N.W.R. 

19  Dec  (GEH,  BM,  BR);  one  on 
the  Montgomery  C.B.C.,  AL  3 
Jan;  13  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.,  AL  3 Jan;  one  in  Mont- 
gomery, AL  8 Feb  (LFG);  one 
near  Starkville,  MS  20  Dec 
(LT);  and  one  at  N.N.W.R.,  MS 
1 Jan  (TLS,  MHS).  Rare  in  win- 
ter inland  in  Alabama,  Blue- 
headed Vireos  reported  were  at 
W.N.W.R,  on  the  C.B.C.  20 
Dec;  5 on  the  Waterloo  C.B.C. 

20  Dec;  one  on  the  Birming- 
ham C.B.C.  27  Dec;  one  at 

W.N.W.R.  18  Jan  (SWM);  and  one  at  Rebecca 
Mt.,  Talladega  N.E,  Talladega  15  Feb  (GJH). 
Rare  above  the  fall  line  in  Alabama,  4 Fish 
Crows  were  on  the  Birmingham  C.B.C.  27 
Dec,  and  7-8  were  in  Guntersville  6-15  Feb 
(GDJ,  SWM). 

Eight  Purple  Martins  at  Muscle  Shoals,  Col- 
bert, AL  12  Feb  (DJS)  tied  the  early  arrival 
date  for  the  T.R.V.  A Northern  Rough-winged 
Swallow  at  Bluff  L.,  N.N.W.R.,  MS  represent- 
ed only  the  2nd  area  winter  record,  and  2 at 
Barnett  Res.,  MS  28  Feb  (TLS)  were  early  ar- 
rivals. The  only  reported  Bewick’s  Wren  was 
at  Torrance  Landing,  Grenada  L.,  MS  16 
Dec-1  Jan  (GK,  SK,  JRW,  PL,  m.ob.).  The  28 
House  Wrens  on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.  3 
Jan  were  an  inland  Alabama  winter  maxi- 
mum. Single  Sedge  Wrens  at  Irondale,  AL  7 
Dec  (RJR)  and  Saginaw,  Shelby,  AL  18  Jan 
(AH)  were  rare,  while  a Marsh  Wren  at  Swan 
Creek  W.M.A.,  Linrestorre,  AL  on  the  Christ- 


mas count  at  W.N.W.R.  20  Dec  OMH)  was 
also  rare.  Single  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were 
on  the  C.B.C.  at  E.N.W.R.  19  Dec  (GEH,  BM, 
BR);  on  the  Waterloo  C.B.C.,  AL  20  Dec;  at 
the  Decatur  Boat  Harbor,  Limestone,  AL  10 
Jan  (KW,  m.ob.);  at  Columbus  L.,  MS  6-8  Dec 
(MGo,  AG,  TLS);  and  at  McLeod,  MS  10  Jan 
(TLS,  MHS).  Up  to  6 Sprague’s  Pipits  were 
near  Magnolia  Springs,  AL  21-23  Jan  (DPI, 
BS,  ph.). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Alabama’s  first  inland  winter  Northern  Parula 
was  on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (AM, 
CTS).  Up  to  10  Palm  Warblers  were  at  Gun- 
tersville, AL  26  Dec-31  Jan  (KW,  m.ob.);  7 
were  on  the  Christmas  count  at  W.N.W.R.  20 
Dec;  and  singles  were  at  the  Tupelo  W.T.P., 
Lee,  MS  7 Dec  (WRP)  and  in  McLeod,  MS  10 
Jan  (TLS,  MHS).  Individual  Black-and-white 
Warblers  were  in  Andalusia,  Covington,  AL  6 
Dec  (TS)  and  near  Montgomery,  AL  3-6  Jan 
(RER).  A Summer  Tanager  was  at  Bon  Secour, 
AL  29  Jan  (JDi,  KD),  and  one  was  in  Dothan, 
Houston,  AL  20  Feb  (GW).  A rare  Western 
Tanager  was  at  the  Shell  Mounds  on  Dauphin 
L,  AL  13-14  Dec  (HEH,  JSt,  ph.).  The  1605 
Chipping  Sparrows  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.,  AL  3 Jan  is  an  Alabama  winter  maxi- 
mum. The  only  Clay-colored  Sparrow  report- 
ed was  on  Dauphin  I.,  AL  7 Dec  (HEH,  LM, 
JS,  TSi).  Lark  Sparrows,  once  almost  unheard 
of  during  Alabama  winters,  were  found  on  the 
Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (MSV,  RWH), 
on  the  C.B.C.  at  W.N.W.R.  20  Dec  (LBR),  and 
near  Marion,  Perry,  AL  8 Feb  (RSH,  DCH).  A 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  at  the  Alabama 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Limestone, 
AL  20-24  Dec  (RRS,  MBS,  CDC).  The  only  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  reported  were  in  Mississip- 
pi: 2 at  N.N.W.R.,  Winston  20  Dec  (TLS, 
MHS);  2 at  the  State  Migratory  Waterfowl 
Refuge,  Lafayette  20  Dec-5  Jan  (GK,  SK);  2 in 
Rosedale  2 Jan  (WRP);  and  2 near  Bay  Springs 
L.,  Tishimingo  8 Feb  (WRP).  Three  Lincoln’s 
Sparrows  were  on  the  C.B.C.  at  W.N.W.R.  20 
Dec  (CDC,  RRS,  MBS,  RSH,  DCH,  m.ob.). 
Rare  along  the  Alabama  coast,  20  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  on  the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  3 
Jan  (RSH,  DCH).  An  ad.  male  Snow  Bunting 
at  the  Magnolia  Springs  Landfill  2 Jan  (SWM, 
m.ob.,  ph.)  was  Alabama’s  2nd  ever.  Few 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  winter  in  the  Re- 
gion, so  a male  in  Auburn,  Lee,  AL  27  Jan-1 
Feb  (SRR),  a female-type  in  Mobile,  AL  28 
Jan+  (BN,  ph.),  and  an  apparent  imm.  female 
at  N.N.W.R.,  MS  16  Feb  (DP,  JP,  MC)  were 
noteworthy.  Alabama’s  5th  winter  Blue  Gros- 
beak, a male,  was  at  the  e.  end  of  Dauphin  1. 
25  Jan  (RJK,  JSK,  HHK,  ph.).  Single  Indigo 
Buntings  were  near  W.  E George  Dam,  Henry, 
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Many  orioles  grace  the  yard  of  Jim  Dickerson  in 
Lillian,  Baldwin,  AL  each  winter.  On  approximate- 
ly 20  Jan,  an  unidentified  imm.  male  oriole  was  noted  in 
the  yard.  A few  days  later,  the  oriole  was  tentatively,  but 
controversially,  identified  as  a Hooded  Oriole  during  the 
^ Alabama  Ornithological  Society  winter  meeting.  On  27 
Jan,  an  ad.  male  Hooded  Oriole  was  identified  in  the  yard 
of  Kathy  Hicks  in  Barnwell,  Baldwin,  AL.  Both  orioles  were 
photographed  on  numerous  occasions  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  the  reporting  period.  While  the  identity  of  the 
oriole  in  Lillian  is  still  in  question,  photographs  confirm 
that  the  oriole  in  Barnwell  was  a Hooded,  representing  at 
least  for  the  moment,  Alabama's  first  record,  pending  ver- 
ification of  the  Lillian  oriole.  Could  there  have  been  2 
Hooded  Orioles  in  Alabama  this  winter? 

AL  14  Feb  (SWM)  and  in  Mobile,  AL  28  Feb 
(BE).  The  500  Rusty  Blackbirds  at  W.N.W.R., 
AL  9 Feb  (CDC)  during  the  Rusty  Blackbird 
Blitz  was  a good  number,  as  were  the  60  Brew- 
er’s Blackbirds  on  the  Christmas  count  at 
E.N.W.R.  19  Dec  (GEH,  BM,  BR). 

As  is  true  in  most  winters,  Baltimore  Ori- 
oles were  widely  reported.  In  Alabama,  one 
was  in  Montgomery  1 Jan  (LFG,  GTS);  2 were 


in  Lillian  throughout  the  reporting  period  OD, 
m.ob.,  ph.);  one  female-type  was  in  Home- 
wood,  Jefferson  3-4  Jan  (ALM);  2-  3 were  in 
Barnwell  28  Jan-r  (KHi,  BS,  m.ob.);  and  one 
was  in  Tanner  Williams,  Mobile  1 Feb  (RW, 
GW).  In  Mississippi,  an  apparent  imm.  female 
was  at  Browning  Cr.,  Oktibbeha  10  Dec  (TLS). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Fred  Bassett,  Harold  Birch,  Craig  A. 
Brown,  C.  Dwight  Cooley,  Margaret  Copeland, 
Neill  Cowles,  Elsie  Croft,  Lawrence  Croft,  Jim 
Dickerson,  John  Dillon  ODO,  Kay  Dillon,  Car- 
rie P.  Dortch,  David  W.  Dortch,  Lucy  R.  Dun- 
can, Robert  A.  Duncan,  Betsy  Eager,  Trip 
Etheridge,  Venetia  B.  Friend,  Lawrence  F. 
Gardella,  Ben  C.  Garmon,  Jeff  T.  Garner, 
William  R.  Gates,  Mary  Gibson,  Kate  Goode- 
nough,  Mark  Goodman  (MGo),  Q.B.  Gray, 
Charles  Grisham,  Alban  Guillaumet,  Andrew 
Haffenden,  Dana  C.  Hamilton,  R.  Stan  Hamil- 
ton, Kevin  Hamrick,  GregJ.  Harber,  J.  Milton 
Harris,  Esker  Harrison,  Ralph  W.  Havard,  Rob 
Heflin,  Kathy  Hicks  (KHi),  Geoff  E.  Hill, 
Howard  E.  Horne,  Sharon  S.  Hudgins,  Debra 
G.  Jackson,  Greg  D.  Jackson  (Alabama),  Lisa 
M.  Jones,  Helen  H.  Kittinger,  Jo  S.  Kittinger, 
R.J.  Kittinger,  Gene  Knight,  Shannon  Knight, 


Ruth  Kohers,  Ted  Kohers,  Dianne  Lafferty, 
Paul  Lehman,  Eleanor  Livaudais,  Leslie  Mar- 
cus, Annabel  Markle,  Steve  W.  McConnell, 
Bailey  McKay,  Ann  L.  Miller,  Anne  G.  Miller, 
Sharon  Milligan,  Daphne  S.  Moland,  Nancy 
Moore,  R.J.  Moore,  Brian  Naylor,  Jamie  No- 
bles, Dianne  Patterson,  Nancy  Patterson, 
Wayne  R.  Patterson,  Ashley  Peters,  David 
Plumb  (DPI),  Dick  Preston  (DPr),  Robert  E. 
Reed,  Jean  Reeves,  Ralph  Reeves,  Linda  B. 
Reynolds,  Sharon  R.  Roberts,  Brian  Rolex, 
Scott  Rose,  Martha  B.  Sargent,  Robert  R.  Sar- 
gent, Thomas  Savage,  Marion  H.  Schiefer,  Ter- 
ence L.  Schiefer  (Mississippi),  Maureen  Shaf- 
fer, Joan  Siegwald,  Tom  Siegwald  (TSi), 
Damien  J.  Simbeck,  Carolyn  T.  Snow,  Eric  C. 
Soehren,  John  Stowers  OSt),  Bill  Summerour, 
Lauren  Thead,  Mike  Todd,  Louise  A.  Tommie, 
John  Trent,  Mark  S.  Van  Hoose,  Glenn  Wal- 
bek,  Jake  Walker,  Ken  Ward,  Rufina  Ward, 
Pullen  Watkins,  Greg  Wilcoxson,  Ruth 
Wilcoxson,  Morris  Williams,  Jeff  R.  Wilson, 
Dawn  Yoder,  Jon  Yoder.  (© 


C.  Dwight  Cooley,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Wheeler  National  Wildlife  Refuge  Complex 
2700  Refuge  Headquarters  Road 
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GULF  OF  MEXICO 


Steven  W.  Cardiff 


Another  relatively  mild  winter — e.g.. 
Baton  Rouge  mean  temperatures  were 
warmer  than  normal,  and  the  three- 
month  low  was  27°  F — was  punctuated  by 
several  anomalous  precipitation  events,  in- 
cluding a rare  and  early  snowfall  in  east-cen- 
tral Louisiana  11  December,  with  accumula- 
tions of  7.5  cm  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area  and 
up  to  20  cm  northeast  of  there  into  Tangipa- 
hoa Parish,  and  also  a devastating  ice  storm  in 
northern  Arkansas  27  January.  The  latter 
event  was  dubbed  “the  great  pruning”  by  Joe 
Neal  in  Fayetteville,  where  tree  damage  was 
massive  and  widespread.  The  third  season  of 
the  Louisiana  Winter  Bird  Atlas  project  once 
again  motivated  increased  late  winter  cover- 
age of  the  state  and  generated  many  interest- 
ing records.  Although  coverage  of  the  coast 
was  limited,  coastal  landbird  populations  re- 
ported were  generally  depressed  due  to  habi- 
tat damage  from  last  September’s  hurricanes 
Gustav  and  Ike,  as  was  the  case  in  winter 
2005-2006  following  hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita.  Thanks  to  the  140-(-  eontributors  named 


in  this  summary  (and  to  the  many  others  who 
were  not  specifically  mentioned)  for  their 
participation,  and  to  Donna  Dittmann  and 
Dan  Schieman  for  proofreading. 

Abbreviations:  C.N.F  (Camp  Nine  Farm,  De- 
sha, AR);  L.R  (Lacassine  N.W.R.  Pool  Unit, 
Cameron,  LA).  Counties/parishes  are  indicat- 
ed only  for  the  initial  mention  of  a specific  lo- 
cality, and  states  are  indicated  only  for  the  ini- 
tial mention  of  counties/parishes,  except  to 
avoid  confusion.  For  records  of  “review  list” 
species,  documentation  has  been  received, 
and  records  have  either  been  accepted  by,  or 
acceptance  is  pending  by,  the  respective  state 
bird  records  committee.  Significance  for 
Arkansas  records  is  based  on  Arkansas  Birds, 
Their  Distribution  and  Abundance  Oames  and 
Neal  1986),  and  the  Arkansas  Audubon  Soci- 
ety (AAS)  online  bird  record  database  (for 
records  since  1986).  Significance  for 
Louisiana  records  is  based  on  the  bird  record 
card  file  database  and  the  Louisiana  Bird 
Records  Committee  archives  at  the  Louisiana 
State  University  Museum  of  Natural  Science, 
as  well  as  the  most  recent  draft  of  the  forth- 
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It  was  a relatively  good  winter  for  lundra  Swans  in  Arkansas,  with  several  scattered  across  northern  areas  of  the  state,  including  an  immature  (left,  with 
neck-collared  introduced  Trumpeter  Swans)  at  Holla  Bend  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Pope  County  26  December  2008,  and  this  adult  at  Magness  Lake,  Cle- 
burne County  28  December  2008.  Photographs  by  Richard  Baxter  (left)  and  Gail  Miller. 


coming  Birds  of  Louisiana  (Remsen,  Cardiff, 
Dittmann,  and  Dickson). 

WATERFOWL 

Continuing  from  late  fall,  exceptional  numbers 
of  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  lingered  into  Dec 
in  sw.  Louisiana,  with  counts  as  high  as  300  at 
L.P  through  14  Dec  (JPK,  DBo, 

EJR)  and  modest  numbers  taken 
by  hunters  in  the  Thornwell  area, 

Jefferson  Davis  into  late  Dec 
(Kevin  M.  Berken).  Two  near 
Ridge,  Lafayette  6 Feb  (ph.  PEC) 
were  somewhat  farther  inland  and 
could  have  been  winterers  or  very 
early  migrants,  but  estimates  of 
1500  s.  of  Kaplan,  Vcrmilioii  15 
Feb  (ph.  Toddy  Guidry)  and  120 
in  St.  Landiy  17  Feb  obvi- 

ously involved  influxes  of  spring 
migrants.  Geese  are  typically  hard 
to  come  by  in  nw.  Arkansas,  so  the 
presence  of  a Greater  White-front- 
ed at  Fayetteville,  Wcisliitigtoii  20 
Dec  (MAM),  a Ross's  at  C.EH.  21 
Dec  (MAM,JCN,JBr,  H.  David  Chapman),  and 
3 Cacklmgs  there  24  Jan  QBr,  MAM)  were  of 
interest.  Additional  reports  of  Cackling  Geese 
from  elsewhere  in  Arkansas  included  37  at  L. 
Beaverfork,  Faulkner  20  Dec  (DS,  SH,  William 
Sheperd,  Karen  Holliday),  178  at  C.N.F  24  Jan 
(DB;  2nd  highest  count  for  AR),  4 at  Brinkley, 
Monroe  22  Dec  (LA,  Terry  Singleterry),  and  6 
at  Pine  Bluff,  Jtjfferson  4 Jan  (LA).  Regional  re- 
assessments of  the  status  of  Cackling  Geese 
versus  “small”  Canada  Geese  continue,  but 
current  evidence  would  indicate  that  Cack- 
lings  are  the  default  regular  wild-occurring 
member  of  the  complex  and  are  primarily  the 
nominate  subspecies,  “Richardsons  Goose”; 
Canada  Geese  observed  here  are  almost  exclu- 
sively relatively  sedentary  “large  forms,”  pre- 
sumably of  feral  origin.  It  was  a relatively  good 


winter  for  Tundra  Swans  in  Arkansas,  with  nu- 
merous reports:  an  imm.  in  Yell  near  Holla 
Bend  N.W.R.  3 Dec  (K&LN);  possibly  the 
same  bird  on  the  refuge  in  Pope  26  Dec  (KN, 
DB,  PEL),  and  2 there  (ad.,  imm.,  along  with  2 
Trumpeters,  presumably  introduced  birds,  but 
no  neck  collars;  7 introduced  Trumpeters  widi 


neck  collars  seen  at  a different  location  there 
the  same  day)  31  Jan  (DS  et  al.);  3 at  SWEPCO 
L.,  Benton  22  Dec-r  (ph.  JCN,  Joe  Woolbright  et 
al.);  and  at  least  one  ad.  at  Magness  L.,  Cle- 
burne 28  Dec  (ph.  Gail  Miller).  In  Louisiana, 
swans  are  surprisingly  hard  to  come  by  and  are 
not  recorded  at  all  in  most  winters.  So,  two 
separate  encounters,  including  2 individuals 
(ad.,  imm.)  at  Gassoway  L.,  East  Carroll  25  Jan 
(JBo,  DBo),  and  an  imm.  much  farther  s.  near 
Kaplan,  Vermilion  6-16  Feb  QPK-  Carol  Foil, 
ph.  PEC,  ph.  DP),  were  cause  for  excitement. 
Unfortunately,  none  of  the  Louisiana  birds 
were  particularly  cooperative,  and  identihea- 
tion  was  controversial;  all  were  likely  the 
much  more  expected  Tundra  Swan,  although 
some  observers  argued  that  the  Kaplan  bird 
better  fit  Trumpeter. 


Blue-winged  Teal  are 
rare  in  winter  in  Ar- 
kansas, but  one  in  Wash- 
ington 2 Dec 
MAM)  could  have  per- 
tained to  a late  fall  strag- 
gler, whereas  3 at  Searcy, 
White  16  Feb  and  3 at  L. 
Jack  Lee,  Felsenthal 
N.W.R.,  Union  28  Feb 
(both  DS,  SH)  could  be 
interpreted  as  early 
spring  migrants.  Single 
Cinnamon  Teal  (ad. 
males)  were  located  at 
L.P  2-11  Jan  (DMD,  R. 
C.  Dobbs,  BMM,  PEC) 
and  near  Crowley,  Aca- 
dia, LA  12  Jan  (JBo,  DBo),  respectively;  but 
perhaps  more  interesting  was  a Blue-winged 
Teal  X Cinnamon  Teal  hybrid  at  the  Crowley 
W.T.P.,  also  12  Jan  (ph.  JBo,  DBo). 

Interestingly,  scoters  were  largely  short- 
stopped  on  Arkansas  reservoirs  and  included  a 
White-winged  at  C.EP.  18  Dec  (ph.  RH;  ap- 
parently a first  for  Craighead),  up 
to  3 White-wingeds  at  L.  Dard- 
anelle.  Yell  16  Jan-22  Feb,  and  2 
Blacks  at  L.  Beaverfork  3 Dec  (all 
K&LN).  Six  Long-tailed  Ducks 
for  the  period,  above  average, 
were  evenly  distributed  between 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana:  singles  at 
L.  Fayetteville,  Washington,  AR 
10-11  Dec  (MAM,  JCN)  and  at 
Anderson  Fish  Farm  s.  of  Lonoke, 
Lonoke  14  Dec  (K&LN,  DS);  3 in 
the  Greater  New  Orleans  area,  in- 
cluding 2 near  Arabi,  Orleans  27 
Dec  OOC.  Toi'n  Coulson,  CR);  an 
imm.  male  on  L.  Pontchartrain  at 
Metairie,  Jefferson  23  Dec+  (Rusty 
Harold,  TH,  ph.  Bill  Bergen,  ph. 
Lee  Ellis,  ph.  JBo,  DBo,  ph.  BW,  KM);  and  one 
at  Beaver  L.,  Benton  9 Jan  and  possibly  the 
same  bird  nearby  on  19  Feb  QCN).  A bird  be- 
lieved to  be  a Common  Goldeneye  x Hooded 
Merganser  hybrid  was  present  on  L.  Conway, 
Faulkner  1 Dec-4  Jan  (K&LN,  pb.  JD).  An  im- 
pressive concentration  of  481  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers at  Mallard  L.,  Mississippi,  AR  22  Dec 
(RH)  would  appear  to  establish  a new  state 
high  count.  Common  Mergansers  are  less  than 
annual  in  the  Region,  so  three  observations 
qualified  as  a good  winter  for  the  species.  Two 
reports  came  from  Arkansas:  2 females  at  Dar- 
danelle  lock  and  dam.  Yell  26  Dec  (K&LN), 
and  another  5 females  at  C.EP.  29  Dec  (ph. 
RH;  possibly  another  first  for  Craighead).  A fe- 
male at  Cocodrie,  Terrebonne  10  Feb  (Russell 
Martin,  ph.  John  Conover)  was  an  outstand- 


Tundra  Swans  are  of  casual  occurrence  as  far  south  as  Louisiana,  and  two  reports  during  the 
period,  including  this  immature  near  Kaplan,  Vermilion  Parish  6-16  (here  16)  February  2009, 
most  likely  pertain  to  that  species;  but,  some  debated  whether  Trumpeter  Swan  could  be  elim- 
inated from  consideration,  and  documentation  may  ultimately  prove  inconclusive.  Photograph 
by  Dave  Patton. 
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Winter  2008-2009  was  an  above-average  season  in  the 
Arkansas  & Louisiana  region  for  the  rare  but  regular  Long- 
tailed Duck,  with  at  least  six  found  across  the  two  states, 
including  this  cooperative  first-year  male  along  the 
Metairie  lakefront,  Jefferson  Parish,  Louisiana  23  (here  30) 
December  through  the  period.  Photograph  by  Sill  Bergen. 


This  odd  duck  at  Lake  Conway,  Faulkner  County,  Arkansas  7 
December  2008  through  4 January  2009  (here)  was  thought 
to  be  a Common  Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  hybrid. 
Photograph  by  Jim  Dixon. 


Seldom  proven  to  occur  anywhere  in  Louisiana,  much  less 
on  the  coast,  this  female  Common  Merganser  was  an  ex- 
ception at  Cocodrie,  Terrebonne  Parish  10  February  2009. 
Photograph  by  John  Conover. 

ing  find  on  the  coast;  this  species  is  seldom 
found  in  Louisiana,  and  only  rarely  are  reports 
supported  by  hard  evidence.  Two  female  Red- 
breasted Mergansers  at  L.  Pine  Bluff  20  Dec 
(RHD)  provided  the  only  inland  sighting. 

LOONS  THROUGH  HERONS 

Louisiana’s  long  overdue  first  photographical- 
ly documented  Red-throated  Loon  was  en- 
joyed at  Caney  Creek  Res.,  Jackson  24-30  Jan 
(ph.  JBo,  DBo,  ph.  MJM,  BMM,  Matthew  T. 
Pontiff,  m.ob.).  In  Arkansas,  where  there  have 
been  considerably  more  records,  2 Red- 


throateds  present  on  L.  Maumelle,  Pulaski  19 
Dec-4  Feb  (DBr,  LA,  Teresa  Mathews,  KN) 
were  joined  by  a Pacific  Loon  beginning  29 
Dec  O&SD,  DBr,  DS,  LA  et  al.).  After  skipping 
a winter,  Western  Grebes  returned  to 
Arkansas,  with  2 found  at  DeGray  Lake  S.P., 
Clark/Hot  Springs  2-7  Dec  (DBr,  DS,  SH,  DB) 
and  one  at  Beaver  L.  7 Jan-22  Feb  (ph.  JCN, 
DO,  JBr,  MAM).  Reports  of  American  White 
Pelicans  lingering  in  nw.  Arkansas  included 
three  sightings  in  Washington  7-25  Dec 
(MAM,  JBr,  DO)  and  one  in  Boone  17  Dec 
(Vern  Human,  Virginia  Harrington).  Non- 
coastal Brown  Pelicans  in  Louisiana,  most 
likely  still  lingering/wandering  hurricane 
waifs  from  early  fall  2008,  included  an  imm. 
at  Kincaid  L.,  Rapides  4 Dec  and  2 there  11 
Jan  OVH),  one  at  Capitol  L.,  Baton  Rouge, 
East  Baton  Rouge  20  Dec  OPK).  ^n  imm.  at 
Cross  L,  Shreveport,  Bossier  17  Jan  QBo, 
DBo),  and  2 at  Poverty  Point  Res.,  Richland  14 
Feb  (Roselie  Overby);  9 utilizing  more  fresh- 
water habitat  at  the  s.  terminus  of  the 
Atchafalaya  Basin  in  the  Flat  L./L.  Verret  area 
n.  of  Morgan  City  2 Feb  (MJM)  were  much 
closer  to  the  coast  and  probably  represented 
local  commuters.  An  ad.  Neotropic  Cor- 
morant at  Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  24  Jan  (PAW, 
DPM,  RDP,  CCS)  was  an  excellent  find;  the 
species  remains  generally  rare  outside  sw. 
Louisiana,  and  there  are  very  few  records 
from  the  se.  Louisiana  coast.  Until  about  year 
2000,  Snowy  Egrets  were  almost  unheard  of 
in  winter  in  Arkansas,  but  since  then  small 
numbers  have  lingered  at  the  Millwood  L. 
spillway.  Little  Rivcr/Hcinpstead  up  through 
mid-Jan  (fide  CM).  This  winter,  2 were  ob- 
served there  through  31  Jan,  and  another  was 
nearby  between  Ogden  and  Ashdown,  Little 
River  through  2 Feb  (both  CM),  providing  the 
first  late  winter  occurrences  for  the  state.  Oth- 
er noteworthy  winter  ardeids  well  inland:  an 
American  Bittern  at  C.N.F  23  Jan  (DB),  4 Cat- 
tle Egrets  at  Pine  Bluff  20  Dec  (RHD),  a Green 
Heron  near  Mt.  Holly,  Union,  AR  14  Jan  (Loice 
Kendrick  Lacy),  and  a Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  at  C.N.E  21  Feb  (DB).  An  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  was  a surprise  in  Evan- 
geline, LA  16  Dec  (MF);  4 near  Leeville, 
Lafourche  24  Jan  (PAW,  DPM,  RDP,  CCS)  were 
on  the  coast,  where  slightly  less  unusual. 

KITES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  at  Pearl  River,  St.  Tam- 
many, LA  14  Feb  QOC)  was  remarkably  early. 
Seven  White-tailed  Kites  at  L.P.  25  Dec  (Gay 
Gomez,  Robin  Doughty)  were  at  the  same  lo- 
cation where  pre-roost  aggregations  (with 
Northern  Harriers)  were  noted  during  winter 
2006-2007.  About  13  Broad-winged  Hawks 
found  7 Dec-15  Feb  (vt.  PAW,  ph.  RDP,  ph. 


ARKANSAS  & LOUISIANA 


Visits  to  some  rarely  checked  northern  reservoirs  in  associa 
tion  with  the  Louisiana  Winter  Bird  Atlas  project  paid  off 
with  this  Red-throated  Loon,  considered  long  overdue  in 
the  state,  at  Caney  Creek  Reservoir,  Jackson  Parish  24-30 
(here  24)  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Devin  Bosler. 


Representing  a first  winter  record  for  northern  Louisiana, 
this  first-cycle  Franklin's  Gull  was  caught  loafing  on  Shreve- 
port's Cross  Lake,  Caddo  Parish  1 7 January  2009.  Photo- 
graph by  Justin  Bosler. 


Together  with  the  state's  first  Red-throated  Loon,  this 
adult  Little  Gull,  the  first  for  northern  Louisiana  and  only 
the  third  well  documented  in  winter,  completed  a spectac- 
ular 24  January  and  was  enjoyed  by  numerous  observers 
thereafter  through  31  January  2009  (here).  Photograph  by 
John  P.  Sevenair. 

JBo,  vl.  DPM,  ph.  EIJ,  ph.  PEC,  ph.  BMM  et 
ah),  including  at  least  10  (mostly  imms.)  in 
lower  Plaquemines  14  Dec-15  Feb,  was  still 
fewer  than  present  during  the  previous  two 
winters.  Arkansas  claimed  the  only  Rough- 
legged Hawk  of  the  season,  near  Keiser,  Mis- 
sissippi 26  Dec  (ph.  Steve  & Louise  Slayton); 
ditto  Golden  Eagle,  with  at  least  one  imm.  in 
the  Holla  Bend  N.W.R.  area  5 Dec-31  Jan  (LA, 
Bradley  Taylor,  KN,  DB,  PEL,  DS  et  al.)  and 
one  in  Arkansas  2 Jan  (ph.  Tim  Rohcrts, 
Michael  Dougherty). 

Sandhill  Cranes  away  from  expected  areas 
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One  of  an  amazing  four  individuals  reported  in  the  Arkansas  & Louisiana  region  during  the  period,  this  hrst-qrcle  Thayer's 
Gull  (center)  was  a "one-day  wonder"  along  New  Orlean's  lakefront  25  January  2009.  Photograph  by  David  P.  Math. 


included  5 near  Kaplan  30  Dec,  30  at  Mil- 
likin,  and  35  at  Tallulah,  Madison  25  Jan  (all 
JBo,  DBo),  plus  3 possible  northbound  mi- 
grants over  Jonesboro  24  Feb  (RH;  possibly 
another  Craighead  first).  Eight  Wilson’s 
Plovers  near  Cameron  14  Dec  (ph.  DBo,  EJR) 


could  have  been  either  late  fall  stragglers  or 
wintering  birds,  but  about  40  tallied  during 
Piping  Plover  surveys  of  the  Tcnebonne- 
Lafourchc  barrier  islands  4 Feb  (DPM,  TO, 
JBo,  DBo)  continued  to  suggest  wintering  in 
modest  numbers  along  that  part  of  the  coast. 
Typically,  Semipalmated  Plovers  are  strictly 
coastal  in  winter,  but  inland  records  have 
been  accumulating  in  recent  years;  this  sea- 
son, 16  were  near  Lake  Arthur,  Jcjfjfersoii  Davis 
5 Dec  (SWC,  DLD),  and  7 were  near  Kaplan 
30  Dec  (ph.  PEC).  American  Oystercatcher 
was  unrecorded  in  winter  until  1983,  and 
there  were  only  about  hve  winter  occurrences 
through  2001 , but,  whether  due  to  changes  in 
status  or  coverage  or  both,  winter  records 
have  proliferated  in  recent  years.  From  this 
winter,  add  one  at  Grand  Isle  24  Jan  (PAW, 
DPM),  4 near  Port  Fourchon,  Lafourche  4 Feb 
(DPM,  TO),  and  one  at  Buras,  Plaquemines  16 
Feb  (DPM).  Providing  a 2nd  (and  consecu- 
tive) winter  record  for  the  n.  shore  of  L. 
Pontchartrain  was  an  American  Avocet  at 


Mandeville,  St.  Tammany  30  Dec  (Shannon 
Antoine,  Shelley  Antoine,  ph.  RSe);  11  along 
Echo-Cheneyville  Rd.,  Rapides  3 Jan  (Roger 
Breedlove)  added  to  the  growing  number  of 
winter  occurrences  well  inland.  A scarce  bird 
in  winter  in  Arkansas,  a Spotted  Sandpiper 
was  at  L.  Pine  Bluff  20-22  Dec 
(RHD),  and  another  was  at  L. 
Greeson,  Pike  22-27  Feb  (ph. 
C&JF).  Long-billed  Curlews 
are  rare  in  se.  Louisiana,  so  2 at 
Port  Fourchon  24  Jan  (PAW, 
CCS)  and  another  nearby  4 
Feb  (DPM,  TO)  were  of  inter- 
est. An  estimated  10,000  West- 
ern Sandpipers  at  a mixed- 
species  shorebird  roost  at  Port 
Fourchon  24  Jan  (DPM,  RDP) 
would  be  one  of  the  highest 
ever  counts  for  Louisiana.  Stilt 
Sandpiper  has  become  regular 
in  modest  numbers  in  winter 
in  sw.  Louisiana  but  remains  rare  elsewhere; 
thus,  100  at  Alliance,  Plaquemines  11  Jan 
(PAW  DPM)  was  somewhat  of  a surprise.  An 
estimated  2400  Long-billed  Dowitchers  at 
Treadway’s  Fish  Farm,  near  Hickory  Plains, 
Prairie,  AR  12  Dec  (K&LN)  was  a surprising- 
ly large  number  for  so  late  and  far 
inland. 


Noteworthy  for  n.  Louisiana  were  single 
imms.  at  Cross  L.  17  Jan  (JBo,  DBo)  and 
Caney  Cr.  Res.  27  Jan  QVH).  Franklin’s  Gulls 
at  Lake  Charles,  Calcasieu  2 Dec  (ph.  Jessica 
Schell)  and  near  Meaux,  Vermilion  5 Jan  (ph. 
PEC)  were  near  the  coast,  where  the  species  is 
annual  in  winter,  but  one  at  Cross  L.  17  Jan 
(ph.  JBo,  DBo)  was  a winter  first  for  n. 
Louisiana.  A real  puzzler,  however,  was  the 
ad.  Franklin’s  in  full  definitive  alternate 
plumage  at  Russellville,  Pope  24 Jan  (K&LN)! 
Other  such  “out-of-synch”  individuals  have 
been  reported  over  the  years  from  late  fall  and 
winter  in  North  America,  but  it’s  unclear  if 
these  individuals  are  very  early  spring  mi- 
grants (by  2+  months?)  or  just  physiological- 
ly “confused”  winterers.  Also  a first  winter  oc- 
currence for  n.  Louisiana  (and  providing  a 
nice  “cherry  on  top”  of  the  Red-throated  Loon 
there)  was  an  ad.  Little  Gull  at  Caney  Creek 
Res.  24-31  Jan  OBo,  vt.  DBo,  BMM,  ph.  JPS  et 
al.);  there  are  only  about  a dozen  previous 
state  records.  Three  “classic”  first-cycle  Thay- 
er’s Gulls  were  well  documented:  at  L.  Dard- 
anelle.  Yell  18  Dec-22  Feb  (K&LN,  ph.  JD, 
m.ob.);  along  L.  Pontchartrain  at  New  Or- 
leans 25  Jan  (vt.  PAW,  vt.  DPM,  ph.  RDP);  and 
at  a landfill  near  Welsh,  Jcjfjfcrson  Davis  28  Feb 
(ph.  JBo,  DBo);  a possible  4th  individual  was 
reported  from  East  Timbalier  I.,  Terrebonne  4 
Feb  but  was  not  as  well  documented  (DPM, 
TO).  There  were  a half-dozen  reports  of  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gulls  in  s.  Louisiana,  but 
more  interesting  was  an  ad.  at  L.  Dardanelle, 
Yell  3 Jan-22  Feb,  with  2 ads.  there  4 Jan-8 
Feb  (K&LN,  ph.  JD,  DS,  m.ob.).  Rounding 
out  the  nice  assortment  of  good  gulls  in 
Arkansas  were  first-cycle  Glaucous  Gulls  at  L. 
Beaverfork  13  Dec  (K&LN)  and  at  Little 
Rock,  Pulaski  27  Dec  (DBr,  JD),  a first-cycle 
gull  thought  to  be  a Glaucous  x Herring  hy- 
brid at  L.  Dardanelle,  Yell  8 Feb  (K&LN),  and 
2 Black-legged  Kittiwakes  (ad.,  juv.)  at  L.  Pine 
Bluff  21  Dec  (ph.  RHD).  An  ad.  Great  Black- 


GULLS  THROUGH  DOVES 

Lake  Dardanelle’s  famous  wintering 
Laughing  Gull,  presumably  the 
same  individual  each  season  since 
1998  and  once  again  present  since  1 
Nov,  frequented  Pope/Yell  through 
at  least  14  Feb  (K&LN)  and  was 
joined  by  at  least  one  other  ad.  3-4 
Jan  (K&LN,  ph.  JD);  up  to  3 addi- 
tional ads.  were  noted  at  L.  Pine 
Bluff  20-26  Dec  (RHD),  and  2 more 
were  at  Jacksonville,  Pulaski  2 Jan,  Although  rare  but  regular  in  winter  in  southern  Louisiana,  this  Ash-throated 
with  possibly  one  of  the  same  birds  Flycatcher  in  Bossier  Parish  7 January  2009  established  only  the  second  well- 
still  there  30  Jan  (both  K&LN).  documented  occurrence  for  northern  Louisiana.  P/iofograp/iAy Jeff  Tra/ion. 


Possibly  Louisiana's  first  Thayer's  Gull  documented  away  from  the  immediate 
coast,  this  first-cycle  bird  was  at  a landfill  near  Welsh,  Jefferson  Davis  Parish  28 
February  2009.  Photograph  by  Justin  Bosler. 
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In  Louisiana,  Brown-crested  Flycatchers  are  much  rarer 
than  Ash-throateds,  but  a few  seem  to  winter  regularly  in 
the  extreme  southeastern  part  of  the  state;  this  bird  near 
Diamond  30  December  2008  through  19  February  (here) 
2009  was  one  of  two  found  during  the  period  in  Plaque- 
mines Parish.  Photograph  by  Justin  Bosler. 

backed  Gull  at  Timbalier  1.  3 Feb  (ph.  BMM, 
Matt  Benoit)  was  the  only  report. 

Pioneering  Inca  Doves  n.  or  e.  of  estab- 
lished areas  included  one  in  Fort  Smith,  Se- 
bastian, AR  20  Jan  (Sandy  Berger),  4 at  Scott 
23-24  Jan  (Ben  Swadely,  Craig  Provost,  ph. 
Dale  Provost;  a hrst  for  Pulaski),  up  to  13  at 
El  Dorado,  Union,  AR  21-28  Feb  (ph.  Kelly 
Chitwood,  DS,  SFI),  4 at  South  Delta  Farm, 
Catahoula,  LA  20  Dec  (Wayne  L.  Watkins),  3 
in  e.  Orleans  27  Dec  (DPM,  TH),  one  at 
Madisonville,  St.  Tammany  30  Dec  (CGB), 
and  up  to  3 at  Ironton,  Plaquemines  30 
Dec-11  Jan  (DPM,  PAW).  Common  Ground- 
Dove  remains  a rather  mysterious  species  in 
Louisiana,  so  hve  encounters  involving  16  in- 
dividuals was  encouraging;  notables  included 
one  near  Meeker,  Rapides  3 Jan  Qim  Johnson, 
MF;  first  for  Cheneyville-Lecompte  C.B.C.), 
2 at  Alliance  11  Jan  (PAW,  DPM;  rare  in  low- 
er Plaquemines),  and  one  at  Barataria  Nation- 
al Preserve,  Jefferson  (DPM;  hrst  park  record). 

NIGHTHAWK  THROUGH 
FLYCATCHERS 

A nighthawk  near  Madisonville  30  Dec  (Taylor 
C.  Brantley,  CGB,  Jim  Whelan)  spiced  up  the 
St.  Tammany  Parish,  LA  C.B.C.,  but  it  could 
not  be  identihed  to  species.  Arkansas’s  2nd 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird,  a female  present 
at  Conway,  Faulkner  since  21  Nov,  continued 
through  the  period  (Rosemary  Scott,  Herschel 
Raney,  m.ob.),  and  an  imm.  male  at  Baton 
Rouge  since  17  Oct  remained  through  23  Leb 
(Sally  & Mike  Allen,  ph.  Joe  Taylor,  ph,  Den- 


nis Demcheck,  ph.  JBo  et  al).  Other  hum- 
mingbird highlights  included  a female  Anna’s 
at  Little  Rock  19-25  Jan  (Debby  Haines,  DS, 
SH,  JD),  thought  to  be  the  same  bird  returning 
for  its  3rd  winter,  a simultaneous  trio  of  Cal- 
liopes through  much  of  the  season  in  a single 
Baton  Rouge  yard  (Miriam  Davey),  and  sepa- 
rate male  Rufous  in  Saline,  AR  6 Dec  (ph. 
J&SD,  Angie  Dixon)  and  Arkansas,  AR  7 Dec 
(Donna  Haynes,  Becky  Hannah). 

Rare  winter  Least  Flycatchers  were  con- 
hrmed  in  lower  Plaquemines  at  Ironton  30 
Dec  (PAW,  DPM)  and  at  Diamond  19  Feb 
(ph.  JBo,  DBo),  and  one  was  in  Vermilion  11 
Jan  (DFL  et  al.).  Eastern  Phoebes,  formerly 
rare  in  nw.  Arkansas  in  winter,  bordered  on 
fairly  common  in  Was/iinglon  and  Benton, 
with  11  reported  from  ten  locations  prior  to 
the  27  Jan  ice  storm,  but  none  could  be  lo- 
cated immediately  thereafter  (MAM);  one  at 
L.  Fayetteville  18  Feb  (MAM)  may  have  been 
an  early  spring  migrant.  Presumed  returnee 
Say’s  Phoebes  were  present 
nw.  of  Kaplan  through  at 
least  24  Feb  (ph.  PEC,  ph. 

JPS),  and  at  Lead  Hill, 

Boone,  AR  23  Dec-9  Jan 
(ph.  Esta  Lee  Pattie,  DS). 

“New”  Say’s  Phoebes  were 
near  Klondike,  ne.  Cam- 
eron 6-27  Dec  (MTP,  ph. 

PEC),  and  in  Arkansas 
near  Waldron,  Scott  11  Jan 
(ph.  Ronald  & Libby  God- 
dard), and  near  Birdeye, 

Cross  13  Feb  (DB).  Adding 
to  the  relatively  few 
Arkansas  winter  occur- 
rences were  an  imm.  male 
Vermilion  Flycatcher  at 
Felsenthal  N.W.R.  13  Feb 
(C&JF)  and  an  ad.  male  at  Arkadelphia, 
Clark  28  Feb  (Don  & Dolores  Harrington, 
Glenn  & Evelyn  Good).  A few  Ash-throated 
Elycatchers  per  winter  are  now  routine  in  s. 
Louisiana — e.g.,  singles  near  Morse,  Acadia 
30  Dec  (ME)  and  at  L.  Martin,  St.  Martin  11 
Jan  (ph.  DMD) — but  one  at  Red  River  N.W.R. 
headquarters.  Bossier  City,  Bossier  1 Jan  (ph. 
JT)  provided  only  the  2nd  well-documented 
record  for  n.  Louisiana.  Now  reported  almost 
annually  in  winter  in  se.  Louisiana  but  still 
considered  very  rare,  well-documented 
Brown-crested  Flycatchers  were  located  at 
Diamond  30  Dec-19  Feb  (vt.  DPM,  PAW,  ph. 
JBo,  DBo)  and  near  Belle  Chasse,  Plaquemines 
14  Feb  (vt.  DPM).  The  Great  Kiskadee  first 
found  near  Klondike  in  early  Nov  was  de- 
tected through  at  least  17  Jan  O^R,  v.r.  DFL, 
ph.  PEC).  A minimum  of  13  Western  King- 
birds during  the  period  in  s.  Louisiana  were 


fewer  than  last  year  but  maintained  a recent 
trend  of  increased  winter  presence;  11  were 
in  the  Alliance-Diamond  area  (where  a large 
fiock  spent  the  previous  winter)  30  Dec-22 
Eeb  (RDR  vt.  DPM,  PAW,  ph.  JBo,  DBo).  Also 
trending  upward,  no  fewer  than  26  Scissor- 
tailed  Elycatchers  were  reported  from  s. 
Louisiana,  including  as  many  as  22  in  the  Al- 
liance-Diamond area  30  Dec-22  Feb  (vt. 
DPM,  PAW,  JBo  et  al.);  more  unexpected  were 
singles  near  Kaplan  30  Dec  (ph.  JVR  et  al.) 
and  at  Grand  Isle  24  Jan  (DPM). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  THRASHER 

A Bell’s  Vireo  first  noted  at  Reserve,  St.John  the 
Baptist  12  Nov  remained  through  18  Feb  (RJS, 
MW,  R.  Martin  Guidry);  presumably  the  bird 
was  the  same  individual  present  during  late 
fall  and  early  winter  of  2007-2008  and  would 
represent  the  first  confirmed  case  of  a winter 
returnee  in  Louisiana.  Additional  Bell’s  Vireos 
at  Ironton  30  Dec  (vt.  PAW,  vt.  DPM),  Lacas- 


sine  N.W.R.  headcjuarters,  Cameron  14-17  Jan 
(PEC,  BMM),  Belle  Chasse  14  Eeb  (DPM),  and 
near  Gueydan,  Vermilion  15  Feb  (PEC)  made 
for  an  exceptional  season  for  this  species.  A 
Blue-headed  Vireo  was  lingering  s.  of  Lonoke 
14  Dec  (K&LN).  Six  Purple  Martins,  even 
more  surprisingly  including  2 females,  at  Ba- 
ton Rouge  11  Jan  (ph.  JBo,  DBo)  were  record- 
tying  early  for  Louisiana,  and  a male  and  fe- 
male at  Shreveport  14  Jan  (HH)  were  record 
early  for  n.  Louisiana  by  two  weeks.  Single 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  at  Shreve- 
port 14  (HH)  &r  17  Jan  OBo,  DBo)  would  rep- 
resent only  the  2nd  and  3rd  winter  records  for 
n.  Louisiana  and  the  first  from  late  winter  but 
coincided  with  the  aforementioned  early  Pur- 
ple Martins  there — so,  the  early  migrant  hy- 
pothesis should  be  considered. 

Although  somewhat  more  regular  in  winter 
in  Louisiana’s  sw.  prairie  region,  about  45 


Only  about  the  tenth  for  Louisiana,  this  cooperative  Green-tailed  Towhee  was  pho- 
tographed along  the  nature  trail  at  Mandalay  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Terrebonne 
Parish  16  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Judy  Quinalty. 
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Horned  Larks  moving  w.  to  e.  in  small  flocks 
near  Thornwell  5 Dec  (SWC,  DLD)  may  have 
been  migrants  re-orienting  after  passage  of  a 
strong  cold  front  during  the  preceding  night. 
Four  Horned  Larks  near  Affords,  West  Baton 
Rouge  1 Feb  QVR)  were  unusually  far  se.  in 
Louisiana.  A Tufted  Titmouse  at  Oak  Grove, 
Cameron  during  the  Creole  C.B.C.  31  Dec 
(JBo)  was  a rare  sight  on  the  immediate  coast. 
In  Washington,  4 House  Wrens  25  Dec-23  Jan 
and  6 Sedge  Wrens  2 Dec-14  Jan  (MAM,  JBr, 
JCN)  were  good  numbers  for  species  general- 
ly considered  rare  in  winter  in  nw.  Arkansas, 
Another  nice  winter  bird  for  cen.  Arkansas 
was  a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  Little  Rock  25- 
29  Dec  (DBr,  JD).  A Wood  Thrush  at  Grand 
Isle  24  Jan  (RDR  PAW,  DPM)  was  the  only  re- 
port. Normally  scarce  in  winter  in  n. 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  Gray  Catbirds  were 
reported  in  exceptional  numbers  there,  in- 
cluding at  least  35  across  Caddo,  Bossier,  Red 
River,  Bienville,  and  Webster,  LA  16  Jan-19  Feb 
(JD,  TD,  JT  et  al),  and  7 scattered  across 
Arkansas  in  Ashley,  Pulaski,  Newton,  and 
Washington  (LA,  JCN,  DS,  SH,  James  Nelson  et 
ah);  the  Washington  bird,  at  least,  survived  the 
nw.  Arkansas  ice  storm  of  late  Jan  OCN).  Ex- 
ceptional numbers  of  Brown  Thrashers  were 
found  in  n.  Louisiana,  with  as  many  as  450  in- 
dividuals reported  across  Caddo,  Bossier,  Red 
River,  Webster,  Union,  and  Natchitoches  12 
Jan-19  Feb  (TD,  JT,  RSe),  perhaps  explaining 
their  comparative  scarcity  in  s.  Louisiana. 

WARBLERS 

As  many  as  7 Orange-crowned  Warblers  win- 
tering in  the  Fayetteville  area  (MAM,  JCN), 
with  one  through  30  Jan  (having  apparently 
survived  the  27  Jan  ice  storm;  JCN),  was  ex- 
ceptional for  nw.  Arkansas.  A female  Yellow 
Warbler  at  L.P.  11  Jan  (BMM,  PEC)  was,  in- 
terestingly, in  the  same  spot  where  one  had 
wintered  a few  years  earlier.  Although  only 
slightly  inland,  a Magnolia  Warbler  at  Cossi- 
nade,  Vennilion  30  Dec  (ph.  PEC)  represented 
only  the  2nd  winter  occurrence  away  from 
the  coast  and  one  of  very  few  supported  by 
hard  evidence.  Reports  of  3 rare  Audubon’s 
Warblers  included  2 together  at  Grand  Isle  7 
Dec  (vt.  DPM,  vt.  PAW,  RDP),  and  presum- 
ably one  of  the  same  birds  there  22  Dec  (ph. 
EIJ,  EJR,  CGB),  and  one  at  Bohemia,  lower 
Plaquemines  18  Jan  (DPM).  Eight  Yellow- 
throated  Warblers  reported  from  coastal  ar- 
eas, mostly  se.  Louisiana,  14  Dec-8  Feb  (MW, 
DPM,  EJR,  ph.  Tee  Tarleton,  ph.  JBo,  GO  et 
al.),  and  4 Prairie  Warblers  in  s.  Louisiana  29 
Dec-20  Feb  (DPM,  CR,  ph.  PEC,  RJS),  were 
both  about  half  of  last  winter’s  respective  to- 
tals but  still  decent  showings;  a singing  Yel- 
low-throated at  L.  Martin  27  Feb  (DMD)  was 


presumably  an  early  arriving  breeder  and 
would  be  record  early  for  Louisiana’s  s.  interi- 
or. A well-described  Worm-eating  Warbler  at 
Flora,  Natchitoches  15  Feb  OBo.  DBo)  was 
quite  a shocker,  especially  for  late  winter  in 
cen.  Louisiana;  there  are  only  three  prior  ear- 
ly winter  records,  all  from  s.  Louisiana.  Oven- 
bird  reports  from  Grand  Isle  7 Dec  (vt.  PAW, 
DPM,  RDP),  22  Dec  (RSe),  and  15  Feb  (RDP) 
presumably  pertained  to  a single  wintering  in- 
dividual first  reported  15  Nov.  After  last  win- 
ter’s 10  individuals,  only  2 Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  were  reported  this  season:  one 
near  Thornwell  24  Jan  (ph.  DLD)  and  anoth- 
er nearby  at  Lacassine  N.W.R.  headquarters 
28  Feb  QBo,  DBo).  A male  Hooded  Warbler 
near  Lacassine  N.W.R.  headquarters  14  Jan 
(ph.  PEC,  BMM)  marked  only  about  the  10th 
winter  occurrence  for  Louisiana  and  only  the 
3rd  from  mid-  to  late  winter.  Yellow-breasted 
Chats  at  the  Sherburne  W.M.A.  “South  Farm 
Unit”  n.  of  Ramah,  Ihci’villc,  LA  22  Jan  (ph. 
Bob  & Karen  Pierson)  and  Bonnet  Carre  Spill- 
way, St.  Charles,  LA  31  Jan  (RJS)  made  the 
only  reports. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  LONGSPURS 

Three  of  four  Louisiana  Summer  Tanager  re- 
ports with  details  were  of  ad.  males:  in  St. 
Tammany  30  Dec  (A.  J.  Bailey,  Linda  Keefer, 
Charlotte  Fanz)  and  14  Jan  (Linda  Beall),  and 
at  Houma,  Terrebonne  25  Jan  (Tom  Trenchard 
et  ah);  probably  more  exciting,  however,  was 
a female-plumaged  individual  at  Fayetteville 
from  sometime  in  Jan  through  the  remainder 
of  the  period  (Steve  Erwin,  ph.  JCN).  All  of 
Louisiana’s  winter  specimens  (three)  are  of 
the  nominate  subspecies.  Louisiana’s  2nd 
well-documented  winter  Scarlet  Tanager,  an 
ad.  male  in  basic  plumage  at  Harahan,  Jeffer- 
son 21  Feb+  (ph.  Cathy  and  Phil  DiSalvo,  ph. 
BW  et  al),  was  also  the  first  late  winter  oc- 
currence, providing  circumstantial  evidence 
of  a successful  overwintering  event,  one  of 
the  first  for  the  United  States.  Rare  Western 
Tanagers  were  seen  briefly  at  Metairie  24  Dec 
(NLN),  near  St.  Gabriel  27  Dec  QVR),  and 
near  Duson,  Lafayette  25  Jan  (PEC,  ph.  DP). 
Representing  about  the  10th  Louisiana  record 
and  the  first  since  2000,  a Green-tailed 
Towhee  at  Mandalay  N.W.R.,  Tetrebonne  16 
Feb  was,  unfortunately,  not  publicized  until 
weeks  later  but  was  nicely  photographed  by 
the  finders  (ph.  Judy  & Bob  Quinilty  Kayla 
Rhodes;  fde  Paul  Yakupzak,  DPM).  Spotted 
Towhees  are  probably  regular  in  small  num- 
bers in  nw.  Louisiana,  but  only  one  report  was 
received  this  season,  from  Bossier  18  Jan  QBo, 
ph.  DBo,  TD),  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  at 
Buras  3 Jan  (ph.  JBo,  ph.  DBo,  EJR)  added  to 
the  relatively  few  previous  winter  occur- 


rences. Lark  Sparrows  are  generally  scarce 
across  much  of  Louisiana  in  winter  but  are 
decidedly  more  so  in  the  se.,  where  singles 
were  spotted  at  Ironton  30  Dec-11  Jan  (DPM, 
PAW)  and  s.  of  Baton  Rouge  3 Jan  QVR);  on 
the  other  hand,  23  in  Caddo  29  Jan  (TD,  JT) 
probably  represents  a state  high  count.  At 
least  10-15  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  re- 
ported in  uncut  rice  near  Thornwell  in  late 
Nov  were  still  present  5 Dec,  but  the  fields 
were  subsequently  harvested,  and  none  could 
be  found  24  Jan  (SWC,  DLD);  one  located  not 
too  far  away  sw.  of  Jennings  17  Jan  QVR,  ph. 
D.  Cagnolatti  et  al.)  suggests  that  some  were 
able  to  successfully  overwinter  inland  of  their 
more  normal  saline  marsh  habitats.  Two  Har- 
ris’s Sparrows  in  n.  Lafayette  10  Jan  (ph.  PEC) 
were  unusually  far  south.  On  the  heels  of  last 
fall’s  record  at  Millwood  L.,  a Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspur  with  a flock  of  Laplands  near 
Crumrod,  Phillips  24  Jan  (LA)  would  be 
about  the  7th  for  Arkansas. 

GROSBEAK  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Blue  Grosbeak  at  Sherburne  W.M.A.  15  Jan 
(ph.  JBo)  was  the  only  report  submitted  with 
details.  Four  Indigo  Buntings  during  the  peri- 
od (DMD,  PAW,  DPM),  most  notable  of  which 
was  Arkansas’s  8th  winter  occurrence,  near 
Fayetteville  28  Feb  (and  the  few  days  preced- 
ing that  date;  Jennifer  Russell,  fide  MAM), 
and  7 Painted  Buntings  3 Jan-22  Feb  QBo, 
ph.  DBo,  DPM,  vt.  PAW,  ph.  EIJ),  most  no- 
table of  which  was  far  inland  at  Keithville, 
Caddo  21-22  Feb  (ph.  Sheila  McCormick), 
were  actually  dramatically  fewer  than  found 
each  of  the  previous  several  winters.  Eleven 
Dickcissels  during  the  period  would  not  be 
particularly  surprising  except  that  6 were  in 
Arkansas,  including  5 in  the  Pine  Bluff  area 
22  Dec  (K&LN)  and  another  at  Bald  Knob 
N.W.R.,  White  16  Feb  (DS);  3 of  5 in 
Louisiana  were  in  the  se.  part  of  the  state, 
where  somewhat  more  unusual:  at  Baton 
Rouge  through  the  period  (arrived  20  Nov; 
Jeff  Harris),  at  Metairie  22  Jan  (NLN),  and  at 
e.  New  Orleans  13  Feb  (vt.  GO). 

Four  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  and  5 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  sw.  of  Kaplan  1 Feb  QBo, 
DBo)  were  the  sole  reports  of  these  relatively 
rare  winter  species.  Competing  for  best  orioles 
of  the  season  were  3 Orchards,  a female  at 
Laplace,  St.John  the  Baptist  28  Dec  (along  with 
6 Baltimores;  NLN,  Carlos  Ross),  and  imm. 
males  at  Chalmette,  St.  Bernard  12  Jan  (GO) 
and  Thibodaux,  Lafourche  10  Feb+  (ph. 
B&SM)  versus  2 Bullock’s  Orioles:  an  ad.  male 
near  Grand  Chenier,  Cameron  31  Dec  (ph. 
JBo,  KM)  and  a well-described  female  in  e. 
Iberville  15  Feb  QVR).  A Baltimore  Oriole  near 
Alexandria,  Rapides  11  Dec-6  Jan  (Hope  & 
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Tom  Norman  et  al.)  added  to  just  a handful  of 
winter  occurrences  away  from  s.  Louisiana;  an 
ad.  male  spent  its  3rd  consecutive  winter  at 
Thibodaux  (B&SM).  A Common  Redpoll  re- 
ported in  Boone,  AR  18  Dec  (Alan  & Terry 
Gregory,  Geri  Ray)  was  in  the  same  general 
area  where  another  was  well  documented  in 
Feb-Mar  2008.  The  widely  reported  fall 
southward  irruption  of  Pine  Siskins  had  large- 
ly fizzled  by  mid-Dec,  with  only  a few  reports 
from  the  coast,  e.g.,  5 at  Grand  Isle  7 Dec  (vt. 
PAW,  DPM,  RDP)  and  one  at  Diamond  30  Dec 
(DPM),  but  some  relatively  high  counts  were 
received  from  cen.  and  n.  Louisiana,  e.g.,  126 
at  feeders  in  Claiborne  25  Jan  (vt.  John  Dillon) 


and  5 Feb  (M.  E.  Lewis).  Twelve  Red  Cross- 
bills near  Victor,  Pope  4 Feb  (LA)  was  the  only 
report  of  the  species. 

initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Dick  Baxter,  Devin  Bosler  (DBo), 
Justin  Bosler  Oho),  Dennis  Braddy  (DBr), 
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Deep  cold  snaps  were  experienced 
throughout  the  Region  this  winter — 
making  some  wonder  if  the  winters 
are  truly  becoming  warmer.  Despite  cold  con- 
ditions, the  birds  are  telling  us  that  our  north- 
ern winters  are  becoming  increasingly  warm. 
Record-high  numbers  of  wintering  Trumpeter 
Swans,  Mallards,  and  Bald  Eagles  are  all  indi- 
cations of  our  changing  climate.  However,  the 
same  warmer  conditions  that  allow  some 
species  to  winter  farther  north  also  result  in 
continued  reductions  in  Arctic  sea  ice  thick- 
ness and  increasing  survival  of  spruce  bark 
beetles  through  winter  seasons. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

Trumpeter  Swans  (5  ads.,  3 imms.)  once 
again  wintered  along  the  Teslin  R.,  s.  Yukon 
(ph.  AS).  Five  late  Mallards  were  at  Carcross, 


s.  Yukon  1 Dec  (HG,  CO);  one  last- 
ed there  long  enough  to  be  record- 
ed on  the  20  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide  DK). 
McIntyre  Creek  wetlands  in  White- 
horse, s.  Yukon  are  known  to  host 
the  Regions  largest  Mallard  flock 
each  winter;  this  year,  the  flock  in- 
creased from  25  birds  on  the  26 
Dec  C.B.C.  (CE)  to  a record-high 
49  by  14  Feb  (HG).  A trip  to  Mush 
L.,  sw.  Yukon  turned  up  2 male 
Mallards  and  3 Common  Gold- 
eneyes 27  Feb  (TS).  Rankin  Inlet 
on  the  w.  shores  of  Hudson  Bay  NU 
produced  the  only  report  of  the  Re- 
gion’s premium  winter  duck 
species.  Common  Eider,  with  a 
count  of  25  on  the  21  Dec  C.B.C.  (BZ).  A 
male  Long-tailed  Duck  at  L.  Laberge,  s.  Yukon 
lingered  late  enough  to  provide  a rare  winter 
record  4 Dec  (BD,  HG).  Tagish  Narrows,  s. 
Yukon  hosted  good  numbers  of  the  two  com- 
mon winter  diving  duck  species,  with  50 
Common  Goldeneyes  and  7 Common  Mer- 
gansers 1 Feb  (HG,  CO). 

Yellowknife,  NWT  recorded  the  highest 
C.B.C.  count  of  Willow  Ptarmigan,  with  252 
on  the  4 Jan  count  (fide  RB);  other  counts  re- 
ceived were  18  in  Norman  Wells,  NWT  27 
Dec  on  the  C.B.C.  (RP)  and  9 at  Kluane  L, 
sw.  Yukon  28  Dec  (fide  SD).  Sharp-tailed 
Grouse  reports,  all  from  C.B.C.s  in  the 
Northwest  Territories,  included  one  in  Nor- 
man Wells  27  Dec  (RP),  2 in  Inuvik  27  Dec 
(CDo),  one  in  Ft.  Simpson  3 Jan  (DT),  and  2 
at  Yellowknife  4 Jan  (fide  RB).  Whitehorse’s 
record-high  count  of  9 Bald  Eagles  (up  from 
last  year’s  record  of  5)  on  the  26  Dec  C.B.C. 
(CE)  provided  a certain  sign  of  changing 


winter  bird  populations  in  the  North.  In  sw. 
Yukon,  an  ad.  Bald  Eagle  was  seen  at  Haines 
Junction  22  Jan  (KA,  LA).  Northern 
Goshawk  reports,  all  from  C.B.C.s,  included 
one  at  Ft.  Smith,  NWT  19  Dec  (fide  DA),  2 at 
Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  29  Dec  (MOD),  and  2 at 
Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  30  Dec  (jideJBa). 
Gyrfalcon  is  known  to  winter  in  the  North 
but  is  rarely  seen  and  reported;  one  was 
found  during  count  week  at  Yellowknife, 
NWT  (fide  RB);  another  was  seen  21  Jan  at 
Arctic  Bay,  NU  (NI). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A lingering  juv.  Glaucous  Gull  at  Tagish  1 
Dec  (HG,  CO;  JD,  PD)  provided  s.  Yukon’s 
2nd  winter  record  for  the  species.  Great 


This  Great  Gray  Owl,  fairly  rare  anywhere  in  the  Northern 
Canada  region  in  winter,  was  seen  at  Tagish,  southern 
Yukon  Territory  17  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Selena 
Boothroyd  and  Scott  Williams. 
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’ i\  Satellite-tracking  of  Snowy  Owls  has  provided  new  insights  into  the  movements  of  a species  that  winters  in  North 
^f\  America's  harshest  and  most  remote  landscapes.  The  research  sponsored  by  the  Universite  Laval  (Jean-Fran^oisTher- 
rien,  Gilles  Gauthier,  Joel  Bety,  and  Frank  Doyle)  tracks  marked  Snowy  Owls  from  nesting  sites  at  Byiot  L,  Nunavut  and  Her- 
schel  I.,  n.  Yukon.  The  owls  marked  on  Bylot  I.  showed  tremendous  variability  in  their  movements  and  wintering  locations. 
While  some  birds  wintered  in  s.  Canada  and  n.  United  States,  from  North  Dakota  to  the  tip  of  Newfoundland,  most  stayed  at 
high  latitudes  in  n.  Quebec  and  s.  Baffin  Island.  One  bird  headed  northward,  toward  the  tip  of  Ellesmere  I. — latitudes  at 
which  there  is  no  daylight  in  winter.  Western  birds  marked  on  Herschel  I.  wintered  in  a variety  of  locations  in  n.  Yukon  and 
Alaska,  where  individual  birds  remained  for  several  months  in  comparatively  small  areas  in  the  mountains  or  river  delta  ar- 
eas. Thanks  to  our  colleagues  in  the  United  States  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  who  visited  the  sites  over  the  winter,  we  now  have 
detailed  information  on  the  habitat  and  potential  prey  items  in  these  areas. 


Mountain  Chickadee  is  highly  localized  in  the  Yukon  Territo- 
ry's Southern  Lakes  area;  this  one  was  photographed  at  Tag- 
ish  on  13  February  2009.  Photograph  byShyloh  van  Delft. 


Horned  Owl  reports  from  sw.  Yukon  included 
2 calling  at  Haines  Junction  11  Jan  (CDu), 
one  seen  there  12  Jan  (TS),  and  one  with  a 
dead  Snowshoe  Hare  along  Mush  L.  Rd.  12 
Jan  (TS).  A satellite-tracking  study  of  Snowy 
Owls  found  that  one  individual  spent  the 
winter  in  Fishing  Branch  Territorial  Park, 
cen.  Yukon  (JFT).  Another  was  seen  during 
count  week  at  Yellowknife,  NWT  (fide  RB). 
Several  Northern  Hawk  Owls  were  a daily 
sight  in  Whitehorse  from  late  fall  through 
early  Jan  (m.ob.);  C.B.C.  reports  of  the 
species  included  singles  in  Ft.  Smith,  NWT 
18  Dec  (fide  DA),  at  Inuvik,  NWT  27  Dec 
(CDo),  at  Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  28  Dec 
(fide  SD),  and  in  Teslin,  s.  Yukon  4 Jan  (fide 
BS).  A Great  Gray  Owl,  rare  in  the  Yukon 


Southern  Lakes  area,  was  seen  near  Tagish  17 
Jan  (ph.  SB,  SW). 

A significant  observation  missed  in  the  pre- 
vious summer  report  was  of  a nesting  pair  of 
Say’s  Phoebes  at  Nauyak  L.  near  Bathurst  In- 
let 28-29  Jun  (ph.  GR);  this  establishes 
Nunavut’s  hrst  conhrmed  breeding  record. 
The  count  of  129  Black-billed  Magpies  on  the 
26  Dec  Whitehorse  C.B.C.  (fide  jH)  included 
the  remarkable  observation  of  55  sitting  in 
one  bush  (CE).  Whitehorse  finally  claimed 
top  spot  as  the  North’s  Common  Raven  capi- 
tal! (Not  that  it’s  a competition  or  anything.) 
The  total  of  1934  ravens  tallied  on  the  26  Dec 
Whitehorse  C.B.C.  (fide  JH)  narrowly  sur- 
passed 1820  ravens  tallied  on  4 Jan 
C.B.C.  at  Yellowknife,  NWT  (fide 
RB).  Nunavut's  highest  total  for 
Common  Raven  was  produced  by 
Arctic  Bay  with  a count  of  217  on  4 
Jan  (CK),  while  25  were  recorded  at 
Rankin  Inlet,  NU  21  Dec  (BZ).  The 
Carcross-Tagish  area,  s.  Yukon  is  the 
Region’s  winter  hotspot  for  Moun- 
tain Chickadees;  6 were  recorded  on 
the  Carcross  20  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide 
DK),  and  3 were  at  Tagish  11-12  Feb 
(ph.  SvD).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
can  be  a scarce  winter  bird  in  the  Re- 
gion, and  so  a count  of  13  at  Haines 
Junction,  s.  Yukon  on  the  30  Dec 
C.B.C.  (fide  JBa)  was  noteworthy. 

A few  single  American  Robins  remained 
into  winter:  at  Dawson,  cen.  Yukon  until  7 
Dec  (ML),  at  Mayo  cen.  Yukon  8 Dec  (ph. 
MOD),  at  Whitehorse  3 Dec  (HG)  and  an- 
other 14  Dec  (TMK),  and  at  Hay  River,  NWT 
15  Dec  (CV).  Reports  of  wintering  American 
Tree  Sparrow,  all  from  s.  Yukon,  included  one 
on  the  28  Dec  Kluane  Lake  C.B.C.  (PoS),  one 
at  Windy  Arm  through  mid-Feb  QBo),  and  2 
at  Shallow  Bay  through  the  season  (MD,  CG). 
An  imm.  White-crowned  Sparrow,  rare  in  s. 
Yukon  in  winter,  visited  a Whitehorse  feeder 
11  & 22  Dec  (HG).  A lone  Dark-eyed  Junco 
clinging  to  life  in  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  was  last 
seen  29  Dec  (MOD),  narrowly  missing  the 
C.B.C.  there.  Carcross  turned  up  the  highest 


Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  is  casual  in  winter  in  the  Yukon  Territory;  this 
individual  of  the  interior  subspecies  spent  the  winter  (here  7 February 
2009)  at  a Whitehorse  feeder.  Photograph  by  Rob  Lewis. 


numbers  of  Dark-eyed  Juncos,  with  6 on  the 
20  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide  DK);  at  least  2 remained 
at  a feeder  there  into  Feb  (DK).  Although 
juncos  are  regular  on  Christmas  counts  in  s. 
Yukon  and  Northwest  Territories,  there  are 
relatively  few  reports  of  overwinter  survival; 
this  year,  one  junco  lasted  the  winter  at  a 
Whitehorse  feeder  (CE,  PaS).  A flock  of  6 
Snow  Buntings,  rare  in  winter,  was  at  Mar- 
shall Cr.,  sw.  Yukon  27  Jan  (KA).  A Gray- 
crowned  Rosy-Finch  of  the  interior  sub- 
species group,  casual  in  the  Region  in  winter, 
frequented  a Whitehorse  feeder  through  the 
season  (ph.  RL).  Red  Crossbill  is  highly  lo- 
calized in  winter  in  the  Region;  this  year,  the 
Whitehorse  C.B.C.  was  the  only  count  to  re- 
port it,  with  a total  of  38  on  26  Dec  (fide]H). 
Redpolls  were  remarkably  scarce  throughout 
the  Region  this  season,  though  by  mid-Feb, 
small  flocks  of  Common  Redpolls  began  to 
turn  up  at  feeders.  A Pine  Siskin,  likely  an 
early  spring  arrival,  appeared  at  a Whitehorse 
feeder  along  with  50  Common  Redpolls  26 
Feb  (ph.  CE,  PaS).  A female  Evening  Gros- 
beak, rare  in  s.  Yukon  winter,  was  at  a White- 
horse feeder  through  the  season  (RE;  ph. 
CO);  this  species  is  more  common  in  winter 
in  sw.  Northwest  Territories,  where  C.B.C.  to- 
tals included  11  at  Hay  River  14  Dec  (CV), 
35  at  Ft.  Smith  19  Dec  (fide  DA),  and  13  at 
Ft.  Simpson  3 Jan  (DT),  Yellowknife,  NWT 
recorded  a local  low  C.B.C.  count  of  36 
House  Sparrows  4 Jan  (fide  RB),  while  White- 
horse recorded  a local  high  C.B.C.  count  of 
14  House  Sparrows  26  Dec  (fide  JH);  both 
counts  were  surpassed  by  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT, 
with  44  on  3 Jan  (DT),  and  by  Hay  River, 
NWT,  with  a count  of  57  on  14  Dec  (GV). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Ken  Anderson,  Libby  Anderson,  Dawn 
Andrews,  Julie  Bauer  QBa),  Selena  Boothroyd, 
Jim  Borisenko  OBo),  Robert  Bromley,  Judy 
Dabbs,  Paul  Dabbs,  Sarah  Davidson,  Boris 
Dobrowolsky,  Craig  Dockrill  (CDo),  Mari- 
anne Douglas,  Claude  Dulac  (CDu),  Cameron 
Eckert,  Robb  Ellwood,  Helmut  Grtinberg, 
Chad  Gubala,  Jim  Hawkings,  Niore  Iqalujuak, 
Dan  Kemble,  Clare  Kines,  Maria  Ledergerber, 
Rob  Lewis,  Ted  Murphy-Kelly,  Mark  0’- 
Donoghue,  Clive  Osborne,  Richard  Popko, 
Garnett  Raven,  Ben  Schonewille,  Polly  Sias 
(PoS),  Pam  Sinclair  (PaS),  Terry  Skjonsberg, 
Adam  Skrutkowski,  Douglas  Tate  (Northwest 
Territories),  Jean-Franqois  Therrien,  Shyloh 
van  Delft,  Gary  Vizniowski,  Scott  Williams, 
Brian  Zawadski. 


Cameron  D.  Eckert,  1402  Elm  Street 
Whitehorse,  Yukon  Territory  Y1 A 4B6 
(cdeckert@northwesteLnet) 
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Bird-wise  it  was  a very  quiet  season.  The 
bitter  cold,  often  coupled  with  high 
wind-chill  factors,  did  little  to  entice 
birders  into  the  field.  Regina,  Saskatchewan, 
never  known  for  balmy  winters,  recorded  its 
coldest  in  30  years.  Many  Christmas  Bird 
Counts  were  conducted  under  atrocious  con- 
ditions. Precipitation  in  the  form  of  snow  was 
average  in  southeastern  Manitoba  but  well 
above  normal  to  the  west,  which  bodes  well 
for  some  of  the  dried-out  lakes  in  southern 
Saskatchewan. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Single  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at  Calgary, 
AB  1 Dec  (MMu,  PC,  RWe)  and  at  Fincastle  L., 
AB  3 Dec  (LB)  were  tardy,  as  were  3 at  Medi- 
cine Hat,  AB  10  Dec  (MS).  Six  Snow  Geese  at 
Boundary  Dam,  SK  9 Dec  (KH)  and  a Ross’s 
Goose  at  Fincastle  L.  1 Dec  (LB)  were  likewise 
late.  A belated  Tundra  Swan  tarried  at  Souris, 
MB  4-6  Dec  (WC,  MW);  more  expected  were 
several  Trumpeter  and  Tundra  Swan  reports 
from  Alberta.  Notable  duck  sightings  included 
12  Wood  Ducks  on  the  Elbow  R.,  AB  10  Jan 
(PC,  BE),  a Gadwall  at  Frank  L.,  AB  22  Feb 
(RWo),  lone  American  Wigeons  at  Winnipeg, 
MB  from  fall  through  11  Dec  (RKo)  and  at 
Frank  L.  22  Feb  (RWo),  and  an  American 
Black  Duck  at  Oak  Hammock  Marsh,  MB  20 
Jan  (RS,  L&JH).  Over  1300  Mallards  were  tal- 
lied on  the  Oak  Hammock  Marsh  C.B.C.,  with 
800+  surviving  through  the  winter  (KG, 
m.ob.).  A Northern  Pintail  at  Winnipeg  also 
made  it  through  the  season  (BSh,  BC,  BR, 
m.ob.).  Several  Greater  Scaup  lingered  at  Cal- 
gary, Keephills,  AB  and  Wabamun  L.,  AB 
(m.ob).  A Harlequin  Duck  at  Pine  Falls,  MB 
15  Nov-2  Dec  was  a good  hnd  (PT,  m.ob.),  as 
were  2 White-winged  Scoters  at  Katepwa  L., 
SK  1 Dec  (BL).  A staggering  10,000+  Com- 
mon Goldeneyes  were  at  Katepwa  L.  1 Dec 
(BL).  A Common  Goldeneye  x Bufflehead  hy- 
brid was  noted  at  Calgary  17  Jan  and  1 Mar 
(TK).  Lone  Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  at 
L.  Minnewanka,  AB  5 Dec  Q&MM),  Great 


Falls,  MB  6 Dec  (PT),  and  Calgary  7 Feb  (|D). 

Observers  across  the  three  provinces  com- 
mented on  the  high  numbers  of  Gray  Par- 
tridge, Ring-necked  Pheasant  (e.g.,  231  on  the 
Estevan,  SK  C.B.C.),  and  Sharp-tailed  Grouse. 
Survival  rates  appeared  to  be  high.  Notable 
finds  at  Keephills  were  a Pacific  Loon  and  a 
Red-necked  Grebe,  both  on  30  Jan  (RK,  TH). 
A very  late  Turkey  Vulture  was  near  Herbert, 
SK  13  Dec  (fide  MP,  JC).  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
reports  totaled  two  each  in  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan  and  at  least  six  in  Manitoba, 
while  Cooper’s  Hawks  were  noted  four  or  five 
times  in  Alberta  and  Manitoba,  with  one  bird 
in  Saskatchewan.  Northern  Goshawks  were 
scarce  in  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan,  but 
were  “well  reported”  in  Alberta.  A Harlan’s 
Hawk  wintered  successfully  at  Calgary 
O&MM,  m.ob.);  another  was  reported  at 
Saskatoon,  SK  24  Dec  (NS).  Gyrfalcons  were 


scarce;  a white  morph  in  the  Steinbach,  MB 
area  may  well  have  been  the  same  individual 
noted  there  in  several  recent  winters  (m.ob.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Sora  at  Banff  4 & 13  Dec  was  new  for  the  Al- 
berta winter  list  (KB,  CH;  MM);  Virginia  Rail 
has  been  noted  at  the  same  location  in  some 
previous  winters.  The  only  noteworthy  gull 
sightings  involved  a Glaucous  at  Calgary  1-2 
Dec  (GY  et  ah),  another  at  Gardiner  Dam,  SK 
2 Dec  (m.ob.),  and  2 at  the  latter  location  dur- 
ing the  16  Dec  C.B.C.  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
hardly  rates  a mention  these  days,  but  50+  near 


Langdon,  AB  10  Dec  (DC,  BT)  and  60+  on  the 
Taber,  AB  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (LB)  were  remarkable. 
Snowy  Owl  numbers  were  average  across  most 
of  the  Region,  while  Northern  Hawk  Owls 
were  prominent  in  se.  Manitoba  and  the 
Chisholm-Slave  L.  area  of  n.  Alberta.  Thirty- 
five  were  tallied  in  the  latter  area  on  one  mid- 
Eeb  weekend  (GR  et  al.).  They  were  also  fairly 
widespread  in  s.  Alberta,  while  one  at  Regina, 
SK  15  Jan  was  a first  ever  for  the  city  (SW, 
m.ob.).  Northern  Pygmy-Owl  reports  of  note 
were  of  one  “ice  fishing”  near  Millarville,  AB 
17  Jan  (TK)  and  one  at  Irricana,  AB  22  Jan, 
well  e.  of  the  normal  winter  range  (fide  DMq). 
Great  Gray  Owls  were  spottily  distributed:  58 
were  seen  during  a 2000-km  search  in  the 
Slave  L.  region  17-20  Jan  (RC,  GC,  WL,  GR  et 
al.);  11  were  noted  in  the  Candle  L.,  SK  area  in 
Feb  (fide  GT);  several  were  in  se.  Manitoba; 
elsewhere  they  were  scarce.  Short-eared  Owls 


continue  to  visit  dried-out  Beaverhill  L.,  AB;  48 
were  found  there  8 Dec  (GR).  Rare  woodpeck- 
ers included  single  Red-headeds  n.  of  Selkirk, 
MB  7 Dec-11  Feb  (NM,  m.ob.,  ph.)  and  at 
Oakville,  MB  in  Feb  (fide  RP);  only  one  Red- 
bellied,  near  Stonewall,  MB  7 Feb  and  1 Mar 
O&CB,  fide  KG);  and  a Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  at  Estevan  2 Dec-10  Jan  (KH). 

PASSERINES 

Horned  Larks  were  surprisingly  common  and 
widespread,  given  the  bitter  conditions.  In 
late  Jan,  there  were  “considerable  numbers” 
in  extreme  sw.  Manitoba  RW),  while  a 


The  highlight  of  a Saskatoon  Nature  Society  outing  on  7 December  2008  was  this  Northern  Mockingbird  at  Glenside, 
Saskatchewan.  The  species  is  rare  at  any  time  in  the  province.  Photograph  by  Mick  Saunders. 
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PRAIRIE  PROVINCES 


Providing  some  color  in  the  Saskatchewan  winter  was  this  male  Eastern  Towhee  at  Candle  Lake  on  21  February  2009. 
Photograph  by  Nick  Saunders. 


This  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  at  Exshaw,  Alberta  from  late  December 
2008  through  at  least  27  February  2009  (here)  provided  the  province  with 
what  was  likely  its  first  winter  record.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 


Manitoba  recorded  its  second-ever  winter  record  of  Black-headed  Gros- 
beak with  this  male  at  a Winnipeg  feeder.  It  was  rescued  for  rehabilita- 
tion on  15  December  2008  (here),  when  temperatures  dipped  to  -30°  C. 
The  province's  first  winter  record  occurred  in  December  2007.  Photograph 
by  Christian  Artuso. 


flock  of  600  near  High  River,  AB  24 
Dec  was  remarkable  O&MM)-  A 
Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  at  Cal- 
gary 7 Feb  was  about  the  15th  for 
Alberta  (PS).  In  contrast  to  last  win- 
ter, Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were 
scarce  in  s.  Manitoba  and  absent  in 
many  areas.  Likewise,  Brown  Creep- 
ers and  Golden-crowned  Kinglets 
were  below  par,  but  American 
Robins  lingered — and  survived — in 
above-average  numbers  in  s.  Mani- 
toba and  s.  Saskatchewan.  Varied 
Thrushes  were  few;  Saskatchewan 
had  4,  while  only  one  was  noted  in 
Manitoba  with  certainty.  A Northern 
Mockingbird,  a Saskatchewan  rarity 
in  any  season,  was  a good  find  at 
Glenside  7 Dec  (ph.  SNS).  Bohemi- 
an Waxwings  were  at  their  lowest  in 
years  in  s.  Manitoba  and  s. 
Saskatchewan,  but  Alberta  had  some 
flocks  in  the  1000-1500  range  at 
Calgary  and  Edmonton  (m.ob.).  A 
Yellow-rumpcd  Warbler  at  Jasper, 
AB  1 Dec  was  the  only  warbler  re- 
ported Region-wide  (GRu). 

Manitoba  Eastern  Towhees  were 
at  Rapid  City  5-20  Dec  (LBo),  at  Bel 
Air  2 Jan  (GP  et  ah),  and  at  Win- 
nipeg in  late  Feb  (PB);  another  was 
nicely  photographed  at  Candle  L. 
21  Feb  (RD,  NS,  GW).  A Chipping 
Sparrow  at  Forsberg  Farm,  SK  7 


Dec  was  very  late  (m.ob.);  another  on  the 
Lethbridge  C.B.C.  14  Dec  may  have  been  a 
first  for  winter  in  Alberta  (fide  TK).  Also  rare 
in  winter  were  2 Song  Sparrows  at  Frank  L. 
through  much  of  the  period  (HV,  RWo);  sin- 
gles in  Manitoba  were  at  Eriksdale  5 Dec-9 
Feb  (BS),  near  Selkirk  27  Dec  (NM),  and  on 
the  Minnedosa  C.B.C.  2 Jan.  A Swamp  Spar- 
row was  at  Banff  12  Dec  (DM,  MM).  A Gold- 
en-crowned Sparrow  at  Exshaw,  AB  from 
late  Dec  through  at  least  27  Feb  probably 
represented  the  first  winter  record  for  the  Re- 
gion (MG,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Lapland  Longspurs 
overwintered  somewhat  farther  n.  than  usu- 
al in  s.  Manitoba. 

Up  to  3 Northern  Cardinals  at  Prince  Al- 
bert, SK  indicated  probable  breeding  there  in 
2008  (fide  NS).  For  the  3rd  year  in  a row,  an 
exceptionally  late  Black-headed  Grosbeak 
was  noted  in  Manitoba.  This  record-late  bird 
was  rescued  at  a Winnipeg  feeder  on  15  Dec 
and  taken  for  rehabilitation  (E&BC,  fide  CA, 
ph.).  Purple  Finches  graced  numerous  s. 
Manitoba  feeders,  including  up  to  25  at  one 
Pinawa  feeder  in  late  Dec  (RZ)  and  60  on  the 
Cypress  River  C.B.C.;  7 were  on  the  Pike  L., 
SK  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (fide  GK).  White-winged 
Crossbills  were  widely  reported,  with  espe- 
cially good  numbers  in  Regina.  Common 
Redpolls,  with  the  usual  scattering  of  Hoaries, 
were  hit-and-miss  and  generally  associated 
with  feeders  or  unharvested  seed  crops. 
Southern  Manitoba  hosted  numerous  Pine 
Siskins,  with  a C.B.C.  tally  of  866  at  Portage 
la  Prairie  taking  top  honors  (fide  CB). 

Observers  (subregional  compiler  in  bold- 
face): C.  Artuso,  K.  Barker,  L.  Bennett,  J.  & C. 
Boyer,  L.  Boys  (LBo),  C.  Braden,  R Buchanan, 
E.  & B.  Chapiel,  W,  Christianson,  J.  Clarke,  R 
Cram,  D.  Collister,  G.  Court,  B.  Creran,  R. 
Cromie,  J.  Davis,  R,  Dudragne,  B.  Elder,  M. 
Gahbauer,  K.  Gardner,  C.  Hansen,  K.  Hede- 
gard,  L.  & J.  Heshka,  T.  Hindmarch,  R. 
Klauke,  R.  Koes  (RKo),  T.  Korolyk,  G. 
Kratzig,  B.  Luterbach,  W.  Lynch,  N.  Massey,  J. 
& M.  McDonald,  D.  Mclvor,  M.  Mclvor,  D. 
McQueen  (DMq),  J.  Murray,  M.  Mulligan 
(MMu),  G.  Paille,  R.  Parsons,  M.  Priebe,  B. 
Robinson,  G.  Romanchuk,  G.  Ruddy  (GRu), 
B.  Saunders,  N.  Saunders,  B.  Shettler  (BSh),  P. 
Smith,  M.  Spitzer,  R.  Staniforth,  G.  Taylor,  R 
Taylor,  B,  Trakalo,  H.  Vanderpol,  M.  Waldron, 
R.  Wang,  G.  Wapple,  S.  Weir,  R.  Werschler 
(RWe),  R.  Worona  (RWo),  G.  Yaki,  R.  Zach; 
Saskatoon  Nature  Society.  O 
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Perhaps  the  best  that  can  be  said  for  this 
season  is  that  the  children  will  never 
again  doubt  my  epic  tales  of  winters 
long  past.  After  all,  they  will  now  have  their 
own  stories  to  tell  of  deep  snows,  frigid  cold, 
and  an  impressive  dearth  of  birds. 

In  contrast  to  the  Northern  Great  Plains’ 
recent  mild  seasons,  the  winter  of  2008-2009 
was  exceptionally  cold.  December  was  espe- 
cially brutal,  undoubtedly  impacting  the  fate 
of  many  lingering  semi-hardy  species.  The 
low  temperatures  increased  the  need  to  for- 
age, but  that  was  made  more  difficult  for 
many  species  by  the  generous  snowfall. 
Amounts  in  December  set  records  in  Glasgow, 
Montana  and  at  several  North  Dakota  loca- 
tions, where  the  heaviest  amounts  fell  in  the 
central  portion  of  the  state.  The  early  arrival 
of  those  snows  resulted  in  vast  acreages  of 
sunflower  and  corn  being  left  unharvested. 
The  abundant  food,  however,  was  evidently 
not  enough  to  sustain  the  near-record  num- 
bers of  game  birds,  as  thousands  of  dead  gal- 
linaceous birds,  particularly  Ring-necked 
Pheasants,  were  reported  across  a broad  swath 
of  the  Region  by  midwinter. 

The  bitter  conditions  and  snow-blocked 
roads  discouraged  most  birding.  Numerous 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  had  to  be  rescheduled, 
then  rescheduled  again.  The  Garrison  Dam 
count  in  North  Dakota  was  hnally  conducted 
on  the  sixth  attempt.  A few  other  counts  were 
cancelled  altogether. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

A surprising  diversity  of  waterfowl  was  at 
Great  Falls,  MT  17  Dec,  when  15  species  were 
still  present,  including  2 imm.  Trumpeter 
Swans  (AE).  A White-winged  Scoter  was  in 
Charles  Mix,  SD  7 Dec  (TJ,  RM),  where  sea- 
sonally casual.  A male  Long-tailed  Duck  was 
at  Garrison  Dam,  ND  27  Dec-28  Feb  (CDE, 
REM);  this  is  the  only  location  in  the  state  that 
regularly  attracts  the  species  in  winter.  South 
Dakota's  first  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  pho- 
tographed at  Eort  Randall  Dam,  Charles  Mix 
and  Gregory  29  Dec-4  Jan  (p.a.,  DC,  TJ,  RE, 
KM,  RM,  JP,  MS,  MZ).  A Western  Grebe  was 
on  the  artificially  warmed  Nelson  L.,  Oliver, 


ND  1 Dec  (HCT),  where  the  species 
has  wintered  in  the  past.  A Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk  successfully  made  it 
through  the  season  at  Ft.  Peck,  MT, 
providing  the  first  such  local  record 
(CC).  Winter  reports  of  Cooper’s 
Hawk  continue  to  increase  in  North 
Dakota;  6 were  noted  this  year.  Rel- 
atively few  Red-tailed  Hawks  were 
reported;  a light-morph  Harlan’s 
Hawk  wintered  in  Grand  Forks,  ND 
(ph.  DOE).  The  same  (or  very  similar)  indi- 
vidual also  wintered  there  last  year.  A Ferrug- 
inous Hawk  was  near  Red  Lodge,  MT  Jan-Feb 
(BJ),  where  seasonally  unusual. 

A Virginia  Rail  was  in  Lawrence,  SD  16  Jan 
(JB);  this  species  is  no  longer  unexpected  in 
this  location  during  winter.  An  American 
Coot  barely  lingered  into  the  season  at  Nelson 
L.,  Oliver,  ND  1 Dec  (HCT),  but  500  were  in 
Charles  Mix,  SD  30  Dec  (DC).  Yuletide  Sand- 
hill Cranes,  always  a surprise,  seemed  espe- 
cially out  of  place  during  this  chilly  season. 
Nevertheless,  singles  were  noted  6-27  Dec  in 
the  Pierre,  SD  area  (TJ,  RO)  and  on  the  18 
Dec  Shadehill,  SD  C.B.C. 

GULLS  THROUGH  WRENS 

A Mew  Gull,  a species  until  recently  consid- 
ered accidental  in  South  Dakota,  was  reported 
in  the  Pierre,  SD  area  5-7  Dec  (p.a.,  TJ,  RO); 
another  South  Dakota  bird,  an  ad.,  was  at 
Gavin’s  Point  Dam’s  tailrace  13  Dec  (p.a.,  DS). 
A subad.  Iceland  Gull,  accidental  in  Mon- 
tana, was  photographed  in  Warehouse  Bay,  Ft. 
Peck  12  Dec  (p.a.,  CC).  A Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  near  Pierre,  SD  4 Dec-28  Jan 
(DB,  TJ,  RO),  where  now  somewhat  expected. 
One  of  the  biggest  surprises  of  the  season  was 
a first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  found  by  Mike  Ja- 
cobs and  Suzette  Bieri  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  22 
Dec.  The  bird  was  seen  and  photographed  in- 
termittently until  7 Jan,  as  it  fiew  along  road- 
ways within  a three-county  area,  evidently 
searching  for  carrion  (DD,  EF,  DOL).  In 
North  Dakota,  this  species  is  very  rare  away 


from  the  Missouri  River. 

An  impressive  9 Eastern  Screech-Owls 
were  found  3 Jan  on  the  Bismarck-Mandan, 
ND  C.B.C. , suggesting  that  the  species  con- 
tinues to  rebuild  its  population  after  the  crash 
of  the  mid-1990s.  North  Dakota  had  several 
sightings  of  Great  Horned  Owls  that  were  be- 
lieved to  be  of  the  “taiga”  subspecies,  with  the 
greatest  number  of  such  individuals  reported 
in  the  Grand  Eorks  area  (DOL).  Eorty  Long- 
eared Owls  were  in  Sully,  SD  13  Dec  (KM);  10 
Short-eared  Owls  were  found  in  the  same 
county  7 Dec  (KM).  These  high  numbers 
likely  reflect  a healthy  vole  population.  Ob- 
servers are  encouraged  to  report  their  impres- 
sions of  prey  populations  in  future  years.  Sin- 
gle, hardy  Belted  Kingfishers  were  at  Garrison 
Dam,  ND  6 Dec  (CDE,  REM,  DWW)  and  in 
Mandan,  ND  18  Dec  (HCT). 

Common  Ravens  continued  their  slow  repa- 
triation of  North  Dakota  after  being  almost 
completely  absent  from  the  late  1880s  to  the 
early  1980s.  This  season,  15  were  in  McHeiuy 
1 Dec  (REM);  37  were  found  on  the  Icelandic 
State  Park  C.B.C.  18  Dec;  2 were  on  the  Minot 
C.B.C.  28  Dec;  2 were  in  mlsh  10  Jan  (DOL); 
and  18  were  in  McHeniy  25  Jan  (REM).  There 
was  an  undocumented  but  likely  correct  report 
of  a Carolina  'Wren  in  Bismarck,  ND  12  Dec 
(LeighAnn  Gregoire,  fide  HCT).  There  are 
three  previously  accepted  records  from  the 
state.  A Winter  Wren,  casual  in  winter,  was  in 
Botany  Canyon,  Meade,  SD  22  Dec  (AB). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

American  Robin  numbers  were  relatively  low 
across  the  Region  this  season.  The  only  North 
Dakota  report  of  Varied  Thrush  was  of  a single 
bird  found  on  the  Icelandic  State  Park  C.B.C. 
18  Dec.  A very  late  Gray  Catbird  was  found  in 
a shelterbelt  on  the  Grand  Forks  A.EB.,  Grand 
Forks,  ND  6 Dec  (CL,  DOL),  while  a tardy 
Brown  Thrasher  was  detected  on  the  Upper 
Souris  N.W.R.  C.B.C.,  Renville,  ND  19  Dec 
(SDL).  The  only  report  of  large  numbers  of 
Bohemian  Waxwings  was  of  over  200  birds 


^ A For  the  first  part  of  Dec,  Ring-necked  Pheasants  were  particularly  prominent,  as  birds  continued  to  feed  throughout 

Jl  the  day  in  open  cropland  as  opposed  to  the  more  typical  pattern  of  hiding  in  heavy  cover  for  much  of  the  afternoon. 
This  behavior,  combined  with  high  populations,  resulted  in  impressive  numbers  being  recorded,  including  1465  on  the  C.B.C. 
at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  Burleigh,  ND  18  Dec,  3114  on  the  CB.C.  at  Shadehill,  SD  the  same  day,  and  2448  on  the  Garrison  Dam, 
NDCB.CSJan. 

Beginning  in  late  Dec  and  continuing  through  the  remainder  of  the  season,  even  casual  observers  began  noticing  nu- 
merous scattered  carcasses  of  gallinaceous  birds,  with  the  most  numerous  reports  being  received  from  cen.  North  Dakota. 
Ring-necked  Pheasants  were  by  far  the  most  frequent  victim,  many  individuals  having  succumbed  to  snow  suffocation  or 
starvation.  Feeding  birds  congregated  along  plowed  roadways,  where  they  often  collided  with  vehicles.  Along  two-lane  high- 
ways in  s.-cen.  North  Dakota,  snow  plows  actually  created  small  "windrows"  of  dead  pheasants  [Me  DNS).  Biologists  specu- 
late that  population  recovery  may  be  dampened  by  the  loss  of  Conservation  Reserve  Program  (CRP)  lands,  which  had  previ- 
ously provided  spring  nesting  habitat  for  this  and  many  other  grassland-nesting  species. 
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near  Sidney,  MT  23  Feb  (MO).  A Clay-colored 
Sparrow  visited  a New  Town,  ND  feeder  2-13 
Dec  but  was  found  dead  27  Dec  (BCH);  there 
are  very  few  winter  records  for  the  state.  Peak 
Snow  Bunting  numbers  included:  3821  on  the 
Waubay  SD  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (LH)  and  4500+  in 
Minnehaha,  SD  19  Jan  (DC,  MZ).  An  impres- 
sive 10  Northern  Cardinals  were  tallied  on  the 
Grand  Forks,  ND  C.B.C.  21  Dec  (fide  DOL). 
Eight  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  were  reported 
22  Dec  on  the  J.  Clark  Salyer  N.W.R.,  ND 
C.B.C.  (GEE),  though  no  documentation  of 
that  surprisingly  high  number  was  provided. 
A Gray-crowned  Rosy-Einch,  very  rare  in  w. 
North  Dakota,  visited  a Stanley  feeder  31 
Dec-1  Jan  (Robby  & Hiedi  Egge,  fide  REM); 
another  visited  two  feeders  in  Morton,  ND  11 
Jan  OJM).  Common  Redpolls  were  found 


throughout  much  of  North  Dakota.  No  partic- 
ularly high  numbers  were  reported  there,  as 
opposed  to  in  South  Dakota,  where  1000  were 
found  in  Lyman  11  Jan  (DB).  Small  numbers 
of  Hoary  Redpolls  were  reported  in  North 
Dakota,  with  highs  of  6 in  Jamestown  8 Eeb 
(LDI)  and  up  to  5 at  feeders  in  Grand  Forks 
(DOL).  Outside  of  ne.  South  Dakota,  Hoary 
Redpolls  are  considered  accidental  in  that 
state,  making  the  singles  in  Minnehaha  12  & 
20  Jan  (DC),  Stanley  11  Jan  (RO),  Lymann  19 
Jan  (DB),  Meade  7 Feh  (AB),  and  Lawrence  28 
Feb  (DP)  of  interest.  The  only  Montana  report 
of  Hoary  Redpoll  was  of  a single  bird  at  Ft. 
Peck  28  Jan  (CC).  An  Evening  Grosbeak,  a 
species  now  very  rare  and  irregular  in  North 
Dakota,  was  at  Lake  Sakakawea  S.P,  Mercer  6 
Dec  (CDE,  REM,  DWW). 
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This  bitterly  cold  winter  season  demon- 
strated, though  perhaps  less  emphati- 
cally than  in  a few  recent  winters,  the 
northward  expansion  of  winter  ranges  for 
many  species,  among  them  ibises,  shorebirds, 
mimids,  warblers,  and  sparrows.  Still  more  re- 
markably, individuals  of  several  species  that 
normally  winter  in  the  tropics  survived  the 
winter  in  the  Region.  Unusually  early  mi- 
grants among  waterfowl,  shorebirds,  swal- 
lows, and  others  continue  to  make  it  difhcult 
to  distinguish  between  birds  attempting  to 
overwinter  and  “spring”  migrants  that  arrive 
back  in  the  Region  during  the  winter  season. 
The  Region’s  lakes  and  reservoirs  hosted  13 


species  of  gulls  this  season.  Lake  Tenkiller  in 
Oklahoma  continues  to  attract  loons  of  four 
species,  and  Sooner  Lake  holds  considerable 
numbers  of  Greater  Scaup  and  scoters. 
Fringillids  made  a respectable  showing,  with 
the  surge  of  White-winged  Crossbill  just 
making  it  to  Oklahoma. 

Abbreviations:  Hackberry  (Hackberry  Flat 
W.M.A.,  Tillman,  OK);  Hefner  (L.  Hefner, 
Oklahoma,  OK);  McConaughy  (L.  Mc- 
Conaughy,  Keith,  NE);  Quivira  (Quivira 
N.W.R.,  Stafford,  KS);  Red  Slough  (Red 
Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain,  OK);  Sooner  L. 
(Noble/Pawnee,  OK);  Tenkiller  (L.  Tenkiller; 
Sequoyah,  OK). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  lingering  in  Ne- 
braska included  148  in  Dawson  4 Jan  (SJD) 
and  one  way  out  in  Scotts  Bluff  20  Dec  (AK). 
One  hundred  Ross’s  Geese  were  with  900 
Snow  Geese  in  Fillmore,  NE  12  Feb  Oki). 
Trumpeter  Swan  populations  are  clearly  in- 
creasing, with  an  array  of  reports  of  up  to  30 
birds  in  Kansas  (1  Jan  in  Jeffersom,  JSh),  and 
27  in  Oklahoma  (6  Dec  in  Woods;  RG); 
southerly  were  3 at  Red  Slough  24  Jan  (BH) 
and  5 in  Comanche  9-15  Jan  (L&MT).  Tundra 
Swan  is  now  the  rarer  of  the  two  native  swan 
species,  though  many  reports  are  of  unidenti- 
fied swans.  There  were  four  reports  of  Tun- 
dras from  three  localities  in  Kansas  (fide  MC), 
the  largest  number  being  4 at  Quivira  12  Feb 
(SS);  Oklahoma  reports  came  from  Texas  17 
Jan  (ph.  L&MT;  6),  Osage  18  Jan  (MD;  2), 


and  Alfalfa  14  Feb  (RS  Jide  RWo;  8). 

Three  Wood  Ducks  in  Lancaster,  NE  18  Jan 
(LE)  appeared  to  be  wintering.  The  only 
American  Black  Duck  report  came  from  Wash- 
ington, OK  31  Jan  (MP);  2 American 
Black/Mottled  Duck  types  were  left  unidenti- 
fied at  Red  Slough  2 Dec  (DA).  Unusual  was  a 
Blue-winged  Teal  far  nw.  in  the  Region  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  20  Dec  (AK);  2 were  noted  24 
Dec  at  Red  Slough  (DA);  and  2 in  Sequoyah, 
OK  8 Feb  (SB)  may  have  been  early  migrants. 

A male  Cinnamon  Teal  was  present  in  Alfalfa, 
OK  9 Jan  and  10  Feb  (L&GL);  one  was  shot  at 
Red  Slough  15  Jan  (fide  DA);  and  an  early  pair 
was  at  Hackberry  12  Feb  (KM).  Ring-necked 
Ducks  n.  of  normal  were  2-8  in  Douglas,  NE 
through  1 Feb  (RM)  and  one  at  Cedar/Knox, 
NE  22  Jan  (MB).  Sooner  Lake’s  counts  of 
Greater  Scaup  came  to  867,  2300,  and  900  on 
28  Dec,  11  Jan,  and  28  Feb,  respectively 
(JWA).  Surf  Scoters  were  reported  in  Jefferson, 
KS  14  Dec  (MC,  MM;  2),  in  Sedgwick,  KS  14 
Dec  (HA;  3),  and  at  Sooner  L.  28  Nov-25  Jan 
OWA,  m.ob.;  3-6).  Single  White-winged  Scot- 
ers were  found  in  Jefferson,  KS  11  Jan  QK),  in 
Cedar/Knox,  NE  11  Jan  (RD),  at  Tenkiller  22 
Feb  (JWA  et  al.),  and  at  Sooner  L.  28  Feb  , 
OWA).  The  rarest  scoter.  Black,  was  reported 
only  at  Sooner  L.  28  Dec-23  Jan  QWA;  one), 
with  2 there  27  Feb  (JWA).  Long-tailed  Ducks 
were  in  Sedgwick,  KS  10  Dec  QC),  in  Love,  OK 
17  Dec  (EB;  2),  in  Shawnee,  KS  20  Dec  QMa), 
in  Oklahoma,  OK  20  Dec  QVB)  and  20  Jan 
(NV  et  al.),  at  Tulsa  19  QWA)  & 20  Dec  (DH 
et  al.),  and  at  Sooner  L.  28  Dec  and  31  Jan 
QWA,  L&MT).  Remarkable  for  the  s.  part  of 


286 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 


A juvenile  Yellow-billed  Loon  thrilled  birders  at  Lake  Hefner,  Oklahoma  County, 
Oklahoma  from  20  (here  27)  December  2008  through  9 February  2009.  Photograph 
by  Gary  Davis. 


the  Region  were  the  1000  Common  Gold- 
eneyes estimated  on  Sooner  L.  28  Dec  and  1 1 
Jan  QWA).  Counts  of  more  than  10,000  Com- 
mon Mergansers  at  the  Salt  Plains  Res.,  OK  20 
Jan  & 3 Feb,  respectively  (RS,  fide  RWo), 
made  the  highest  Regional  counts  this  season. 
Barrow’s  Goldeneyes,  typically  rare,  were  not- 
ed in  Sedgwick,  KS  1 Jan  (KG)  and  Pot- 
tawatomie, KS  10  Jan  QK). 

The  Loon  Mecca  at  Tenkiller  began  the  sea- 
son with  its  first  Pacific  Loon  as  early  as  6 Dec 
QM  et  al.).  After  the  holidays,  the  lake  held  2 
Red-throated  Loons  and  3 Pacific  Loons  18 
Jan,  with  4 Red-throateds  and  2 Pacifies  there 
22  Feb,  a Yellow-billed  Loon  18  Jan,  and  a 
high  count  of  Common  Loons — 279 — on  18 
Jan  QWA,  m.ob.).  Away  from  Tenkiller,  Red- 
throated  Loons  were  found  in  Cleveland,  OK 
2-6  Dec  (NV  et  al.)  and  at  Hefner  14  Feb  (ph. 
PV);  Pacifies  were  in  Cleveland,  OK  2 (NV  et 
al.)  & 6 Dec  QAG),  at  Hefner  5 & 6 Jan  OAG), 
and  at  Sooner  L.  17  Jan  QWo  et  al);  and  a Yel- 
low-billed discovered  20  Dec  at  Hefner  (NK, 
LMa  et  al.)  was  noted  until  9 Feb  (m.ob.).  Per- 
haps fewer  Western  Grebes  than  normal  were 
noted  this  season  compared  to  recent  years, 
those  including  one  in  Pottawatomie,  KS  17 
Dec  (DB)  and  2 in  Oklahoma,  OK  20  Jan  (NV 
et  al.).  Unexpected  was  an  Eared  Grebe  at  Red 
Slough  17  6i  24  Feb  (DA). 

Neotropic  Cormorants  had  appeared  at  Red 
Slough  by  10  Feb  (DA).  Great  Egrets  were 
noted  n.  to  Jefferson,  KS  27  Dec  (MG,  NA), 
and  several  Oklahoma  sites  had  singles  as  well 
(fide  JL).  An  American  Bittern  was  found  in 
Cleveland,  OK  13  Jan  (RG)  and  20  Feb  (BD), 
and  one  was  at  Red  Slough  2 Dec,  17  Dec,  and 
3 Feb  (DA).  Up  to  6 Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  were  found  in  Oklahoma,  OK  18  & 20 
Dec  (PV  et  al),  with  2 at  Red  Slough  through 
the  season  (DA).  Two  White-faced  Ibis  were  at 
Quivira  15  Dec  (MR),  and  2 were  at  Hackber- 
ry  22  Jan  (VF),  where  12  were  found  12  Feb 
(KM).  Turkey  Vultures  were  found  n.  to  Dou- 


glas, NE  2 Jan  (PS)  and 
Lyon,  KS  14  Dec  QS).  An  Os- 
prey in  Pottawatomie,  KS  1 
Dec  (DB)  was  tardy.  White- 
tailed Kite  is  an  occasional 
vagrant  in  Oklahoma;  one 
was  noted  sw.  of  the  Wichita 
Mountains  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Comanche,  OK  from  8 Dec 
(SH  et  al.)  through  at  least 
22  Jan  (VP,  BS).  A rare  win- 
ter visitor  was  an  ad.  North- 
ern Goshawk  in  Antelope, 
NE  7 Dec  (MB).  A juv. 
Swainson’s  Hawk  was  found 
in  Oklahoma,  OK  28  Dec 
(ph.  MLa);  although  this 
species  typically  winters  in  South  America, 
winter  records  from  North  America  have  been 
on  the  increase  for  at  least  a decade.  Golden 
Eagles  were  observed  e.  to  Dakota,  NE  2 Feb 
OJ)  and  Webster,  NE  7 Feb  (WF);  one  was  at 
Red  Slough  through  the  period  (DA  et  al.). 
Wintering  Merlins  have  become  more  routine 
in  the  past  decade;  a very  dark  bird  in  Dawson, 
NE  1 Jan  (jRi)  might  possibly  have  been  of  the 
nominate  subspecies,  which  is  normally  a mi- 
grant in  Nebraska  (TEL,  JGJ).  City  Peregrine 
Falcons  were  located  in  Lincoln,  NE  17  Dec 
(TEL),  Topeka,  KS  20  Dec 
(JMa),  and  Tulsa  26 
Nov-13  Feb  QWA). 

RAILS 
THROUGH 
GULLS 

A single  Yellow  Rail  locat- 
ed at  Red  Slough  15  Feb 
(DW  et  al.)  was  not 
alone;  a banding  study  by 
Chris  Butler  demon- 
strates regular  wintering 
there.  Unusual  were  a 
King  Rail  at  Hackberry  9 
Jan  (VF),  with  at  least  8 
wintering  at  Red  Slough 
(DA,  m.ob.).  More  unex- 
pected were  Soras  in 
Cleveland,  OK  2 & 7 Feb 
(DL,  BD)  and  at  Red 
Slough  28  Jan  (DA).  Most 
unusual,  up  to  3 Com- 
mon Moorhens  wintered 
at  Red  Slough  (DA  et  al.).  Early  were  200 
Sandhill  Cranes  seen  in  Lincoln,  NE  15  Jan 
(TJW).  A lone  juv.  Whooping  Crane  in  Har- 
lan, NE  15  Oct-4  Dec  apparently  returned  to 
the  cen.  Platte  R.  valley  20  Feb  (TS,JGJ,  PB). 

Shorebird  movements  in  winter  may  be- 
come as  difficult  to  classify  as  those  in  sum- 
mer. A Snowy  Plover  appearing  at  Hackberry 


22  Feb  (L&MT)  and  2 American  Golden- 
Plovers  at  Red  Slough  24  Feb  (DA)  were  like- 
ly early  migrants.  Numbers  of  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  built  from  1 on 
12  Feb  to  13  on  22  Feb  (SS),  also  indicating 
arriving  migrants.  At  Hackberry,  counts  of 
Greater  Yellowlegs  were  highest  9 Jan  (276; 
VF).  For  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Cheyenne  Bot- 
toms held  one  22  Feb  (SS),  while  23  were 
counted  at  Hackberry  9 Jan  (VF),  with  12  and 
35  counted  there  14  61  22  Feb,  respectively 
(L&MT).  Long-billed  Dowitcher  followed  in 
similar  pattern  at  Hackberry:  3 were  observed 
there  9 Jan  (VF),  increasing  to  41  on  22  Jan 
(VF)  and  258  on  12  Feb  (L&MT);  between  7- 
26  were  noted  at  Red  Slough  through  the  pe- 
riod (DA).  Furnishing  a first  Regional  record 
of  Solitary  Sandpiper  for  winter  was  one 
photographed  at  Red  Slough  7 & 13  Jan 
(DA).  Eleven  Dunlins  were  counted  in  Alfal- 
fa, OK  23  Jan  (JWA).  Expected  in  recent 
years,  up  to  4 Spotted  Sandpipers  were  at  Bro- 
ken Bow  Res.,  McCurtain,  OK  21  Dec-1  Jan 
(BH),  with  singles  at  Red  Slough  21  Dec  (DA, 
BH)  and  in  Comanche,  OK  30  Jan  (L&MT). 
Other  shorebirds  of  note  included  a Western 
Sandpiper  and  4 Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  Hack- 
berry 22  Feb  (L&MT),  early  migrants. 

Gulls  provided  a solid  show  this  season. 


Tardy  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  in  Lancaster,  NE 
1 Dec  (LE)  and  at  Tulsa  2 Jan  (TCu).  Tough- 
to-come-by  Mew  Gulls  included  one  in 
Cedar/Knox,  NE  15  Dec  (DSw,  fide  MB),  a 
first-cycle  bird  in  Douglas,  KS  9 Jan  (CW),  2 
in  Coffey,  KS  15  Jan  (DS,  MM,  GP),  one  in 
Butler,  KS  31  Jan  (BL),  and  an  ad.  in  Sedg- 
wick, KS  6 Feb  (PJ).  California  Gulls  appeared 


A very  rare  find  was  this  juvenile  Swainson's  Hawk  discovered  in  Edmond,  Oklahoma  28 
December  2008.  Most  winter  reports  of  this  species  have  been  treated  as  erroneous,  but 
winter-period  records  from  many  locations  across  the  continent  have  been  documented 
in  recent  years.  Photograph  by  Mary  Lane. 
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Still  a rare  bird  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  region,  this  Common  Ground-Dove 
was  found  30  January  2009  near  Idabel,  McCurtain  County,  Oklahoma. 
Photograph  by  Berlin  Heck. 


confined  to  Kansas,  with  one  ad.  in  Douglas  6 
Dec  OK.  MA),  3 in  Riley  20  Dec  (DR),  one  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  1 Jan  (SS),  one  in  Sedg- 
wick 3 Feb  (PJ),  and  a first-cycle  bird  in  Jef- 
ferson 26  Feb  (PFI).  Thayers  Gull  reports 
were  more  widespread,  with  3-4  reported 
from  Nebraska  (fide  WRS),  14  from  Kansas 
(fide  MC),  and  5 from  Oklahoma  (fide  JL). 
More  common  was  Glaucous  Gull  this  season 
in  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  with  singles  noted  s. 
to  Flefner  5 Jan  (NV)  and  Sooner  L.  31  Jan 
QWA).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  ob- 
served at  Tulsa  6 Dec  (TCu),  Hefner  20  Dec 
(ad.,  second-cycle;  PV  et  al.),  McConaughy  2 
Jan  (fide  SJD),  Riley,  KS  1 Jan  (DB),  Sedgwick, 
KS  21  Jan  (2  ads.;  PJ),  Sooner  L.  31  Jan 
(JWA),  and  Butler,  KS  6 Feb  (BL).  Among  the 
more  exceptional  gulls  in  the  Region  were  a 
first-cycle  Iceland  Gull  and  a first-cycle  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  at  McConaughy  3-31  Jan 
(fide  SJD,  TH,  KS),  with  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  also  noted  at  Sooner  L.  31  Jan  (ph. 
JWA)  and  in  Blaine,  OK  5 Feb  (LMa).  The 
gem  of  the  season,  an  ad.  Ross’s  Gull  was 
photographed  by  some  lucky  observers  on  a 
lunch  break  in  Riley.  KS  14  Jan  (TC,  GS).  A 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  appeared  in  Geaiy,  KS 
28  Dec  (CO). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

White-winged  Dove,  still  scarce  n.  of  Oklaho- 
ma, was  observed  in  Sedgwick,  KS  18  Dec 
(DV)  and  Grant,  KS  6 Jan  (SG,  KH).  Inca 
Dove,  also  expanding  northward,  was  found 
in  Keith,  NE  through  22  Dec  (fide  CWH),  and 
a Common  Ground-Dove  was  in  McCurtain, 
OK  30  Jan-14  Feb  (BH,  DW  et  al.).  Greater 
Roadrunner  continues  its  unpredictable  ap- 
pearances in  Kansas,  with  one  testing  the  cold 
in  Stafford  15  Dec  (fide  MR).  A Snowy  Owl 
visited  Cheyenne  Bottoms  29  Dec-8  Jan  (GS, 
SS,  MR),  with  2 there  8 Jan  (RP);  Nebraska 


singles  were  in  Adams  25  Jan 
(fide  KP)  and  Nuckolls  26  Feb 
(fide  NF).  The  only  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owl  reported  was  in 
Keith,  NE  3 Jan  (WRS).  Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsuckers  in  Lin- 
coln, NE  21  Dec  (TJW)  and 
Custer,  NE  3 Jan  (KSt)  were  n. 
of  typical  winter  range.  A Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  was  well 
documented  with  photographs 
in  Comanche,  OK  28  Dec  (VF). 
The  Ladder-backed  Wood- 
pecker in  Riley,  KS  11  Jan 
(JSh)  may  have  been  the  same 
bird  that  has  wintered  there  in 
previous  years;  one  in  Morton, 
KS  27  Dec  (fide  SP)  was  also 
extralimital.  Eastern  Phoebes 
remained  in  Kansas  into  Jan  n.  to  Ellsworth  17 
Jan  (MR,  JRa).  Twenty  Northern  Shrikes 
made  it  s.  to  Kansas  (fide  MC),  a relatively 
strong  flight.  A Pinyon  Jay  in  Saline  5 Jan 
(JW)  was  a surprise;  the  species  is  an  irregu- 
lar winter  visitor  to  Kansas. 

Purple  Martins  arrived  early  in  the  Region, 
with  4 in  McCurtain,  OK  16  Eeb  (BH).  Usual- 
ly early  to  arrive,  a Tree  Swallow  at  Red 
Slough  14  Eeb  (DW  et  al.)  was  still  pushing 
the  season,  but  even  more  surprising  was  a 
Barn  Swallow  there  23  Eeb  (DA).  The  only  re- 
port of  Mountain  Chickadee  was  of  one  at  a 
Scottsbluff,  NE  feeder  Dec-Eeb  (ph.  BM;  Jide 
AK).  Easterly  was  a Rock  Wren  in  Muskogee, 
OK  27  Dec  (ph.  DGe).  Half-hardy  survivors 
in  Nebraska  included  Winter  Wrens  in  Dodge 
29  Dec  (D&JP)  and  Keith  3 Jan  (fide  SJD). 
Good  numbers  of  Mountain  Bluebirds  in  Rus- 
sell, KS  included  140  on  16  Dec  (fide  MR), 
while  a Hermit  Thrush  in  Cedar  1 1 Jan  (BFH) 
furnished  only  the  6th  Jan  record  for  Nebras- 
ka. The  100,000  American  Robins  in  Douglas, 
KS  29  Jan  (MR)  were  an  impressive  number 
so  far  north.  Winter-season  Varied  Thrushes 
are  usually  limited  to  Nebraska;  4 were 
recorded  there  in  fall/winter  (fide  WRS). 
Northerly  mimids  included  a Gray  Catbird  in 
Lincoln,  NE  18  Dec  (TJW),  a Sage  Thrasher  in 
Comanche,  OK  30  Dec  (VE),  and  single 
Brown  Thrashers  in  Grant,  KS  1 Jan  (fide  KH) 
and  in  Sedgwick,  KS  16  Jan  QC).  Also  n.  of 
normal  were  9 American  Pipits  in  Kansas 
through  3 Jan  (fide  BC.fide  MO,  fide  PJ),  with 
4 in  Coffey  1 Feb  (PJ,  KG,  DWe);  farther 
south,  250  were  estimated  in  Sequoyah,  OK 
12  Dec  OWA). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

often  a lingerer,  an  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
stayed  in  Lancaster.  NE  through  at  least  11 
Dec  (LE);  4 were  reported  in  Kansas  (fide 


MC)  through  15  Jan  in  Crawford  (MBe)  and 
27  Jan  in  Sedgwick  (PG).  Yellow-rumped 
Warblers  dallying  in  Nebraska  included  one 
in  Omaha  5 Eeb  OR)  and  12  in  Cass  17  Jan 
(CNK).  Pine  Warblers  were  reported  in  Cleve- 
land, OK  2 Dec  (DK),  Sedgwick,  KS  17-31  Dec 
(H&SG,  DV,  PG),  Oklahoma,  OK  17  Dec 
(NV),  with  one  in  Carter,  OK  14  Jan  (DSW). 
Quite  out  of  their  tropical  winter  range  were 
Ovenbirds  in  Tulsa,  OK  16  Dec  (NP)  and 
Oklahoma,  OK  22  Eeb  (NV).  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  pressing  their  seasonal  luck  were 
in  Scotts  Bluff  1 Dec  (AD,  fide  AK)  and  Linn, 
KS  28  Dec  (fide  RB);  others  were  found  in 
Cleveland,  OK  (RG)  and  at  relatively  balmy 
Red  Slough  through  the  period  (DA). 

A Spotted  Towhee  wintered  in  Lincoln,  NE 
(SA);  also  remaining  northward  was  a male 
Eastern  Towhee  in  Dixon,  NE  11  Jan  (BFH). 
Single  Rufous-crowned  Sparrows  in  Harper, 
OK  28  Jan  (SSe)  and  Texas,  OK  6 Feb  (LMa) 
were  slightly  outside  Regional  range.  Chip- 
ping Sparrows,  now  becoming  winter  resi- 
dents n.  to  at  least  cen.  and  ne.  Oklahoma, 
were  located  as  far  n.  as  Johnson,  KS  4 Jan  (2 
birds;  DS);  much  more  surprising  was  a Clay- 
colored  Sparrow  in  Rooks,  KS  5 Jan  (MR,  SS, 
JRa).  Also  northward  were  single  Field  Spar- 
rows in  Dakota,  NE  1 1 Jan  (BEH)  and  Cass, 
NE  23  Jan  (WF)  and  single  Vesper  Sparrows 
in  Douglas,  KS  3 Jan  (MR)  and  Morton,  KS  27 
Dec  (fide  SP).  A few  Henslow’s  Sparrows  have 
been  found  wintering  recently  at  Red  Slough; 
one  was  there  17  Dec  (DA).  Single  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  attempted  to  winter  n.  to  Douglas, 
KS  20  Dec  (fide  GP)  and  Pratt,  KS  27  Dec  (fide 
KB).  Nebraska’s  2nd  Feb  record  for  Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  was  provided  by  one  in  Richardson  16 
Feb  (L&CF).  Single  Swamp  Sparrows  were  in 
Lancaster,  NE  17  Jan  (LE)  and  Richardson,  NE 
16  Eeb  (L&CE).  An  outstanding  C.B.C.  count 
for  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  the  2212  in  Sumner, 
KS  17  Dec  (fide  GY).  A White-winged  Junco  at 
a feeder  in  Lincoln,  NE  26  Jan  (LB)  was  at  the 
e.  edge  of  the  expected  winter  range.  Some 
50,000  Lapland  Longspurs  in  a Dodge,  NE 
field  16  Dec  (D&JP)  made  a staggering  single- 
site estimate.  Nebraska  had  its  best  winter  for 
Snow  Buntings  in  several  years;  at  least  600 
were  reported,  almost  all  in  Dec-Jan,  includ- 
ing best  counts  of  225  in  Wayne  13  Jan  QJ) 
and  200  in  Pierce  12  Jan  (]J). 

Eastern  Meadowlark  is  not  known  to  over- 
winter in  Nebraska;  one  was  singing  in  Otoe  as 
early  as  13  Eeb  (L&CE).  Lingering  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  included  3 in  Stafford,  KS 
15  Dec  (fide  MR)  and  one  in  Morton,  KS  27 
Dec  (fide  SP).  The  declining  Rusty  Blackbird 
was  present  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas  in  better 
numbers  than  in  recent  years,  with  a total  of 
about  220  reported  in  e.  Nebraska  (fide  WRS); 
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an  excellent  tally  of  500+  was  made  in  Linn,  KS 
9 Feb  (MG,  ML,  NA).  Rare  during  winter  in 
Nebraska,  6 Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  in  Lin- 
coln 3 Jan  (TJW),  and  a female  was  in  Seward 

15  Feb  OO-  Single  Great-tailed  Grackles  were 
in  Harlan,  NE  7 Jan  (G&WH)  and  in  Dodge, 
NE  11  Jan  (RV).  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  ar- 
rived earlier  than  usual  in  Nebraska,  with  sin- 
gles 13  Feb  in  both  Custer  (TH)  and  Otoe 
(L&CF).  An  unidentified  oriole  was  in  Saline, 
KS  3 Jan  (fide  HE).  A Gray-crowned  Rosy- 
Finch  was  a major  surprise  at  an  Ogallala,  NE 
feeder  3-4  Jan  (vt.  CWH) — only  the  2nd 
record  e.  of  the  Nebraska  Panhandle.  Twenty- 
one,  including  2 Hepburn’s,  wintered  in  s. 
Sioux,  NE  (HKH).  Perhaps  part  of  regular  post- 
breeding dispersal,  a Pyrrhuloxia  was  in  Jack- 
son,  OK  2 Jan  (KM,  KD,  SM).  A Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  in  Muskogee,  OK  27  Dec  (fideJM),  a 
Blue  Grosbeak  in  Sedgwick,  KS  2 Jan  (ph.;  MH, 
CM,  KG),  and  a Dickcissel  in  Comanche,  OK 

16  Dec  (KM)  were  all  unseasonable. 

Red  Crossbills  were  widespread  in  Nebras- 
ka and  Kansas  in  moderate  numbers;  south- 
ernmost were  24  in  Cowley,  KS  6 Dec  (MT). 
The  White-winged  Crossbill  flight  across 
much  of  the  continent  reached  the  Region 
with  singles  as  far  s.  as  Cowley,  KS  16  Dec 
(RW)  and  Cleveland,  OK  late  Dec-2  Feb  (NV, 
m.ob.).  Up  to  35  Common  Redpolls  were 
counted  from  scattered  locations  across  Ne- 


braska (fide  WRS);  Kansas  had  singles  in  Dou- 
glas 20  Dec  (fide  GP)  and  17  Jan  (MR)  and  in 
Shawnee  5 Feb  (DG).  After  several  lean  years. 
Pine  Siskins  were  finally  everywhere  in  good 
numbers.  Lesser  Goldfinch  may  be  expanding 
northeastward  in  the  Region;  reports  came 
from  Leavenworth,  KS  through  the  period 
(BY),  Oklahoma,  OK  20-25  Dec  (MLa),  and 
Comanche,  OK  12-14  Feb  (KM). 
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I TT  n general,  the  winter  season  was  unusu- 
I ally  warm  and  dry,  and  both  conditions 
! J.  were  reflected  in  bird  observations  across 
I Texas.  The  drought  that  had  started  in  the 


summer  persisted  through  the  season,  result- 
ing in  poor  food  crops  in  many  habitats. 
Through  the  central  portion  of  the  state,  the 
dryness  was  extreme,  and  numbers  of  winter- 
ing birds  were  generally  reported  as  being  low 
away  from  permanent  water  sources.  Free- 
man jested  that  conditions  such  as  these 
“likely  originally  brought  the  fishes  to  live 
upon  dry  land.”  Stresses  on  habitat  were  fur- 
ther exacerbated  in  many  areas  of  the  Upper 
Coast,  where  saltwater  “burn”  from  Hurri- 
cane Ike  left  the  vegetation  in  a desperate 
state.  Much  of  the  area  between  Galveston 
Bay  and  the  Louisiana  border  was  simply 
without  food  for  wintering  birds. 

In  contrast  to  the  negative  effects  these  dry 
conditions  had  on  bird  populations,  there  was 
a widespread  trend  of  more  southerly  wintering 
species  lingering  well  into  the  winter  season  in 
the  northern  half  of  the  state.  This  resulted  in 
high  species  totals  on  many  Christmas  Bird 
Counts  and  tied  in  to  a general  trend  of  winter- 
ing ranges  creeping  northward — among  them, 
the  first  overwintering  of  multiple  Great  and 


Snowy  Egrets  in  the  Lubbock  area,  and  well- 
above-average  numbers  of  species  such  as 
White-faced  Ibis  and  Long-billed  Dowitcher  in 
the  interior  of  the  state.  Another  more  unex- 
pected examples  of  this  phenomenon  was  the 
unprecedented  number  of  Ovenbirds  found  on 
the  Upper  Coast  and  through  much  of  East 
Texas.  There  was  also  some  movement  of  west- 
ern birds  to  the  east.  Although  these  irruptions 
were  not  characterized  by  large  numbers  of  any 
species,  there  was  a consistent  pattern  of  oc- 
currence of  species  such  as  Western  Bluebird, 
Mountain  Bluebird,  Sage  Thrasher,  and  Spotted 
Towhee.  Northern  Shrike  appeared  in  the  Pan- 
handle in  above-average  numbers;  in  this  un- 
der-birded  area,  it  is  hard  to  know  whether  this 
is  a function  of  a higher  number  of  observers 
this  season  or  an  actual  higher  number  of  indi- 
viduals, but  the  flight  into  the  Southern  Great 
Plains,  including  20  shrikes  in  Kansas,  suggests 
it  was  a strong  season.  Elsewhere,  there  were 
good  numbers  of  Pine  Siskins  in  virtually  all  ar- 
eas of  the  state  but  few  other  reports  of  mon- 
tane or  northern  irruptive  species. 
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Two  swans  at  Dublin,  Erath  County,  Texas  provided  an  interesting  study  during  their  stay  4 January  though  20  (here  15)  Feb- 
ruary 2009.  They  were  initially  thought  to  be  Trumpeter  Swans,  but  discussion  of  vocalizations  and  plumage  characteristics 

pointed  to  Tundra  Swan  as  the  correct  identification.  Photograph  by  Rich  Kostecke. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
FRIGATEBIRD 

Single  Ross’s  Geese  from  Alazan  Bayou 
W.M.A.,  Nacogdoches  21-22  Dec  (DW)  and  s. 
of  Tyler,  Smith  26  Dec  (PBa)  were  the  first  for 
East  Te.xas  in  several  years.  A Brant  in  Lub- 
bock, Lubbock  2-10  Dec  (ph.,  tBrG  et  al.)  was 
the  9tb  for  the  South  Plains.  Two  first-winter 
swans  in  Dublin,  Erath  4 Jan-20  Feb  (tGSm, 
ph.,  m.ob.)  were  originally  thought  to  be 
Trumpeters,  but  expert  opinion  suggests  they 
were  Tundra  Swans.  A male  Eurasian  Wigeon 
returned  to  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands  Park,  El 
Paso  for  its  4th  winter,  remaining  2 jan-16 
Feb  QS;  ph.,  tJG).  Inland  scoters  included  up 
to  2 Surf  Scoters  17  Jan-17  Feb  at  L. 
Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  (RRa,  MW  et  al.),  a 
White-winged  Scoter  at  L.  Barwell,  Ellis  1 Jan 
(GC),  and  2 White-wingeds  at  Red  Bluff  L., 
Loving  26  Feb  (EF,  SWi).  An  amazing  7 Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  present  31  Jan-17  Feb  at  L. 
Tawakoni,  Vhn  Zandt  (RKi,  RB,  LB).  Away 
from  n.-cen.  Texas,  a female  found  22  Dec  at 
Kaufer-Hubert  Park,  Baffin  Bay,  Kleberg  (GP) 
was  joined  by  another  1 Feb-i-.  Still  another 
was  at  Lady  Bird  L.,  Travis  15  Feb-r  (ph.  TG, 
AA,  m.ob.).  A Common  Merganser  was  pho- 
tographed at  Greenville  City  Lakes,  Hunt  10 
Jan  (ph.  MW),  where  rare.  A Red-breasted 
Merganser  on  Alcoa  L.  4 Jan  (ByS)  was  the 
first  Milam  record  in  more  than  a decade. 
South  Texas  hosted  several  Masked  Ducks. 
Up  to  5 were  found  at  the  East  Lake  Unit  of 
Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  N.W.R.,  Willacy  14 
Dec  (MHa),  with  at  least  one  of  the  birds  re- 
maining until  10  Jan  (t,  ph.  m.ob.).  Other 
Willacy  birds  were  one  at  Delta  Lake  C.P  14- 
23  Jan  (tPH  et  al.)  and  another  at  the  Te- 


niente  Unit  of  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley 
N.W.R.  30  Jan-1  Feb  (ph.,tKO;  CC). 

A Red-throated  Loon  was  in  Grayson  10 
Jan  (TRi,  GC),  and  another  wintered  at  L. 
Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  (m.ob.).  But  the  real 
surprise  was  an  ad.  found  on  Choke  Canyon 
Res.,  Live  Oak  11  Jan  (ECa,  RP,  ByS),  where 
even  a Common  Loon  is  considered  rare. 
Away  from  the  normal  wintering  locations, 
Pacific  Loons  were  found  at  Lubbock,  Lub- 
bock 19  Feb  (BrG,  AH,  GJu,  ph.)  for  just  the 
8th  record  for  the  South  Plains;  at  McNary 
Res.,  where  2 were  seen  20  Dec  (ph.  BZ)  for 
just  the  2nd  for  Hudspeth  record;  and  at  Bal- 
morhea  L.,  Reeves  14-30  Jan  (ph.  GL  et  al).  A 
Least  Grebe  continued  at  the  Village  Creek 
Drying  Beds,  Tarrant  through  7 Dec  (m.ob.), 
while  one  at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster  16 
Feb  (BT)  was  also  of  note.  A total  of  120  Pied- 
billed Grebes  at  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  15  Jan 
(BZ)  was  thought  to  be  a record  number  for 
the  Trans-Pecos.  Horned  Grebes  peaked  at 


Cox  Bay,  Calhoun  24  Feb  with  130-1-  birds 
(BFr);  more  surprising  was  a Red-necked 
Grebe  there  on  the  same  date  (tBFr).  A 
Clark’s  Grebe  found  with  a Western  at  Ben- 
brook  L.  24  Dec  (GC,  DDC,  DLi)  may  repre- 
sent a first  record  for  Tairant.  Inland  Brown 
Pelican  records  were  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion, with  some  speculating  that  hurricane- 
driven  birds  simply  wintered  in  the  interior.  A 
count  of  33,866  Double-crested  Cormorants 
at  Caddo  L.,  Hairison/Marion  6 Dec  was  im- 
pressive (fide  PBa).  A Neotropic  Cormorant  in 
Midland,  Midland  early  Dec-17  Jan  (RMS,  ph. 
EB,  m.ob.)  was  a county  first.  An  imm.  Mag- 
nificent Frigatebird  seen  from  the  Bolivar  Fer- 
ry, Galveston  19  Dec  (WBu)  was  late. 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Unexpected  American  Bitterns  included  one 
flushed  from  its  roost  with  Plain  Chachalacas 
in  Pharr,  Hidalgo  15  Feb  (MG)  and  other  sin- 
gles at  Richland  Creek  W.M.A.,  Navano  28 
Feb  (DDC)  and  Fort  Hood,  Bell  3 Jan  (GE). 
The  previously  reported  Great  White  Heron 
from  the  fall  in  Aransas  was  seen  again  29  Dec 
(BFr).  Sightings  of  Great  and  Snowy  Egrets  in 
Lubbock,  Lubbock  marked  the  first  time  that 
more  than  one  individual  overwintered  on 
the  South  Plains  for  each  species  (AH  et  al). 
An  impressive  80  White  Ibis  were  at  Richland 
Creek  W.M.A.,  Navanv  28  Feb  (TA).  A Ple- 
gadis  ibis  was  at  L.  Bob  Sandlin, 
Camp/Franklin  25  Feb  (MD).  A roost  of  at 
least  10  Turkey  Vultures  located  in  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  5 Feb  (BZ)  was  a surprise,  as  they  have 
only  recently  been  found  there  in  winter.  A 
Hook-billed  Kite  seen  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma 
S.P.,  Cameron  1 Dec  was  e.  of  known  locations 
(fide  KM).  A Swallow-tailed  Kite  near  High  L, 
Galveston  28  Feb  (ph.  DVa,  BH)  was  a new 
early  date  for  the  Upper  Texas  Coast.  A pair  of 
White-tailed  Kites  at  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands 
Park,  El  Paso  13  Feb  (ph.  JS)  provided  the 
first  record  of  a nest  in  the  Trans-Pecos.  Two 
pairs  of  Bald  Eagles  nesting  at  L.  Waco  pro- 


The  winter  of  2008-2009  was  a very  good  one  for  Masked  Duck  in  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas.  This  enigmatic 
species  was  found  in  three  locations,  including  a group  of  up  to  five  on  the  East  Lake  Unit  of  Lower  Rio  Grande  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Willacy  County,  from  14  (here  19)  December  2008  through  10  January  2009.  Photograph  byMartyn  Hall. 
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One  of  the  more  cooperative  rarities  of  winter  2008-2009  in  Texas  was  this  Purple  Sand- 
piper. It  made  its  home  on  the  South  Padre  Island  Jetty,  Cameron  County  from  29  Novem- 
ber through  the  end  of  the  period  (here  30  December).  Photograph  by  Fernando  Cerm. 

vided  the  first  breeding  record  for  McLennan 
(EHa  et  al);  another  nest  was  found  near 
Franklin,  Robertson  (DCo,  GH).  A large  roost 
containing  70+  Northern  Harriers  was  ob- 
served at  the  Tair ant/Johnson  line  27  Dec  (SC, 

MR).  A Common  Black-Hawk  in  Rancho 
Viejo  21  Feb  was  the  first  for  Cameron  in  50 
years  (ph.  AT,  JTo).  Eight  Harris’s  Hawks  in  El 
Paso,  El  Paso  1 Jan  made  an  excellent  total 
(BZ),  and  even  more  unexpected  was  the  ad. 
at  White  River  L.,  Crosby  3 Jan  (AH,  m.ob.). 

A Red-shouldered  Hawk  at  L.  Rita  Blanca, 

Hartley  23  Feb  (ECa)  provided  a county  first. 

An  imm.  Broad-winged  Hawk  at  High  1., 

Galveston  14  Dec  (WBu)  furnished  another  of 
an  increasing  number  of  Texas  winter  records. 

A Swainson’s  Hawk  at  Wichita  Falls,  Wichita  7 
Dec  QHo)  was  well  away  from  the  coastal 
plains  where  most  winter  birds  have  been 
found.  A Zone-tailed  Hawk  at  Brazos  Bend 
S.E,  Fort  Bend  30  Jan  (JFi)  provided  the  first 
fully  documented  record  for  the  Upper  Texas 
Coast.  Ferruginous  Hawk  reports  were  high- 
lighted by  3 near  Creedmore,  Travis  20  Dec-4 
Feb  (BW,  LPo).  Golden  Eagles  in  unexpected 
places  included  singles  near  Shiro,  Grimes  29 
Dec  (LS,  ErH,  ElH),  JeJferson  4 Jan  (SM  et  al), 
and  Hunt  17  Feb  (CSh).  An  Aplomado  Falcon 
at  Texas  City,  Galveston  early  Jan  (CF)  was 
well  away  from  the  release  sites  in  Matagorda. 

A Peregrine  Falcon  along  the  TX  147  cause- 
way, San  Augustine  2 Jan-4  Feb  (DW)  provid- 
ed the  first  winter  record  for  cen.  Pineywoods 
region.  Exceptional  Prairie  Falcon  records  in- 
cluded one  near  Olivia,  Calhoun  27  Jan  (BFr) 
and  a first  record  for  Lee  15  Feb  (SH,  TaF). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  imm.  Purple  Gallinule  present  for  some 
time  this  winter  at  Raymondville,  Willacy  pro- 
vided a rare  winter  record  (m.ob.,  ph.  MT). 

Low  water  levels  at  the  Calliham  Unit  of 


Choke  Canyon  S.P., 
McMullen  resulted  in 
many  wintering  shore- 
birds.  These  included 
up  to  11  Black-bellied 
Plovers  (WS),  up  to  3 
Snowy  Plovers  (ECa, 
RP,  ByS,  RW),  and  2 
Semipalmated  Plovers 
(WS,  DM  et  al.). 
Mountain  Plovers  were 
found  near  Sebastian, 
Willacy,  up  to  50  sw.  of 
San  Antonio,  Bexar  30 
Jan  (DE),  37  near  Gre- 
gory, San  Patricio  9 
Dec-i-  (BFr),  and  65 
near  Taft,  San  Patricio  9 
Jan  (BFr).  However, 
they  were  harder  to  find  in  their  traditional 
haunts  around  Granger,  Williamson,  with  a 
seasonal  high  of  just  22  birds  19  Jan  (TFe).  A 
tally  of  66  Black-necked  Stilts  during  the  Or- 
ange C.B.C.,  Orange  1 Jan  (m.ob.)  was  very 
impressive.  Solitary  Sandpipers  continue  to 
become  more  common  in  winter,  with  5 found 
on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  but  none  after  3 Jan. 
At  least  4 Lesser  Yellowlegs  persisting  at  vari- 
ous playas  in  Lubbock,  Lub- 
bock 1 Dec-19  Jan  were  rare 
for  the  South  Plains  (AH  et 
al).  Low  water  levels  were 
also  responsible  for  Piney- 
woods shorebirds,  which  in- 
cluded one  Dunlin  16  Dec  in 
Nacogdoches  and  6 in  San 
Augustine  2 Jan  (DW).  The 
Purple  Sandpiper  found  in 
late  Nov  at  South  Padre  I., 

Cameron  stayed  through  the 
period;  another  was  found  at 
Port  Aransas,  Nueces  22  Feb 
(ph.  MKo,  tMCo).  Some  84 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  win- 
tered at  La  Sal  del  Rey,  Hi- 
dalgo (DJ),  and  one  was  at 
Laguna  Atascosa  N.W.R.  24 
Dec  (RSt).  An  American 
Woodcock  was  reported 
from  Santa  Ana  N.W.R.,  Hi- 
dalgo 3 Feb  (fide  MCa). 

A Little  Gull  was  at  White 
Rock  L.,  Dallas  30  Dec-15 
Feb  (GC,  TDr,  tCR),  and  2 
were  at  nearby  L.  Ray  Hub- 
bard, Dallas  2-23  Jan  (GC, 
tCR  et  al.).  Single  Laughing 
Gulls  were  observed  at 
White  Rock  L.  5 & 9 Dec 
(CR)  and  again  25  Dec 
(RRa).  Laughing  Gulls  were 


at  Kurth  L.,  Angelina  13-20  Dec  (LD)  and 
Wright  Patman  L.,  Cass/Bowie  22  Dec  (MD). 
Rare  in  winter  was  a Franklin’s  Gull  at  College 
Station,  Brazos  13  Dec  (LS).  An  impressive  15 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  counted  on  the  Christ- 
mas count  at  Brazos  Bend  S.P.,  Fort  Bend  20 
Dec  (MSc).  A first-cycle  Mew  Gull  was  ob- 
served 22  Dec-19  Jan  at  White  Rock  L.  (tCR, 
ph.  BoS  et  al),  and  a California  Gull  was  seen 
there  26-27  Dec  (RRa,  CR).  A California  Gull 
at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  2-6  Dec  (PK,  AH)  repre- 
sented only  the  7th  South  Plains  record.  Sin- 
gle first-cycle  Thayer’s  Gulls  visited  at  White 
Rock  L.,  Dallas  28-31  Dec  (BB,  GC)  and  L. 
Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  17  Jan  (MW).  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  is  becoming  more  common 
in  n.-cen.  Texas,  with  many  individuals  re- 
ported this  winter  in  Van  Zandt,  Rockwall,  and 
Dallas.  Singles  were  also  observed  in  w.  El 
Paso  7 Dec-11  Jan  (ph.  JP,  m.ob.)  and  at  Ft. 
Hancock  Res.  20  Dec  (ph.  JP).  A first-cycle 
Glaucous  Gull  was  seen  at  L.  Ray  Hubbard, 
Rockwall  18  Jan  (RRa,  GC,  DDC,  DLi);  anoth- 
er was  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  10  Feb+ 
(RKi,  PBa  et  al.),  where  there  was  also  possi- 
bly a 2nd  individual;  and  yet  another  was  on 
L.  O’  the  Pines,  Marion  28  Dec-21  Feb  (ph. 
TFe,  MD,  PBa).  The  Kelp  Gull  from  the  fall 


One  of  the  biggest  surprises  of  the  winter  2008-2009  season  was  a female  Ruddy 
Ground-Dove  well  into  the  interior  of  Texas  at  San  Angelo,  Tom  Green  County  from 
1 1 December  2008  through  the  end  of  the  period  (here  1 3 January).  All  previous 
records  of  this  species  in  Texas  have  been  much  closer  to  the  Rio  Grande,  primarily  in 
the  Lovrer  Valley,  Big  Bend,  and  El  Paso  regions.  Photograph  by  Jay  Packer. 
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Rare  for  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  in  any  season  and  exceed- 
ingly rare  in  the  United  States  in  winter,  this  Bell's  Vireo 
was  a very  unusual  find  in  the  Katy  Prairie  area  west  of 
Houston  on  29  December  2008.  Photograph  by  Rachel  Cass. 

season  was  found  in  several  Brazoria  locations 
until  24  Dec  (MA,  et  al.).  A first-cycle  Kelp 
Gull  was  identified  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  19 
Dec  (+,  ph.  MR)  providing  the  first  record  of  a 
non-adult  individual  for  Texas.  Two  Black- 
legged Kittiwakes  were  at  McNary  Res.,  Hud- 
speth, with  one  from  the  fall  joined  by  anoth- 
er 20  Dec-14  Feb  (BZ,  tm.ob.).  A first-cycle 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  reported  at  Freeport, 
Brazoria  14  Dec  (tDS  et  al.)  is  under  review. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

White-winged  Doves  are  on  the  rise  in  East 
Texas,  where  36  were  counted  in  Henderson  31 
Dec  (DDC,  DU).  A Common  Ground-Dove  at 
Ft.  Bliss  12  Feb  (RM)  made  the  first  El  Paso 
record  in  many  years,  and  one  in  McLennan  3 
Jan  (]Y)  was  considered  locally  rare.  An  ex- 
ceptional rarity  for  cen.  Texas  was  an  obliging 
Ruddy  Ground-Dove  near  San  Angelo,  Tom 
Green  12  Jan-r  (DBu;  ph.,  tJaP,  m.ob.).  Con- 
tinuing from  the  fall  season,  the  White-tipped 
Dove  near  Utopia,  Uvalde  lingered  through  31 
Dec  (ph.  MHe).  Burrowing  Owls  were  report- 
ed at  Bentsen  S.P.,  Hidedgo  6 Dec  (MG),  on  the 
Bolivar  Peninsula  C.B.C,,  Galveston  20  Dec,  in 
Clay  1 Feb  (EA,  JuM,  TM,  KBa),  and  in 
Matagorda  23  Feb  (BFr).  A great  find  was  a 
Long-eared  Owl  at  Meridian  S.P.,  Bosque  27 
Feb  (HT,  MYo).  Noteworthy  were  17  Short- 
eared Owls  lifting  up  at  Parkhill  Prairie,  Collin 
17  Feb  (CSh).  A Common  Nighthawk  was 
heard  calling  in  Pearland,  Brazoria  until  21 
Dec  (BE).  Cbaetura  swifts  were  observed  at 
Port  O’Connor,  Calhoun  8 Dec  (BFr)  and  in 
Houston,  Harris  21  Feb  (KH).  A Broad-billed 
Hummingbird  in  Parker  since  early  Nov  con- 
tinued until  28  Jan  (BiG,  PG,  ph.  RCo,  m.ob.). 
A Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  was  present  at  a 
Smithville,  Bastrop  residence  18  Dec-16  Feb 


for  apparently  the  3rd  consecutive  winter  (ph. 
AC,  ECe).  Violet-crowned  Hummingbirds 
were  seen  intermittently  in  Ft.  Davis,  Jeff 
Davis  13  Jan-10  Feb  (TCEd,  ph.  KBr)  and  at 
Ft.  Stockton,  Pecos  1 Dec-8  Jan  (ph.  AM, 
GM).  A Magnificent  Hummingbird  wintered 
through  28  Jan  at  various  L.  Jackson,  Brazoria 
feeders  (LK,  VK).  A Black-chinned  Humming- 
bird in  Midland,  Midland  22  Dec  was  a nice 
find  for  the  winter  so  far  from  the  coast 
(RMS).  Calliope  Hummingbirds  were  present 
in  Friendswood,  Galveston  until  7 Dec  (ST), 
Houston,  Harris  21  Dec  (DDi  et  al),  Missouri 
City,  Fort  Bend  28  Dec  (SH),  and  West  Co- 
lumbia, Brazoria  24  Jan  (CB).  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbirds made  a good  showing,  with  one 
near  Spring  Branch,  Comal  1-28  Dec  (ph.  LL), 
2 near  Boerne,  Kendall  9 Dec-5  Jan  (ph.  DPa), 
and  one  in  San  Antonio,  Bexar  11  Jan  (ph. 
MKo).  Lingering  Costa’s  Hummingbirds  pres- 
ent since  the  fall  included  one  in  Dripping 
Springs,  Hays  until  15  Dec  (ph.  HW)  and  an- 
other in  Alpine,  Brewster  through  25  Jan  (ph. 
ML).  Costa’s  were  also  present  in  Terlingua, 
Brewster  26  Jan-8  Feb  (+MF)  and  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  10  Feb  (ph.,  tBZ).  Single  Broad-tailed 
Hummingbirds  in  Magnolia,  Montgomeiy  1 
Dec-4  Jan  (SH,  ph.  KHi)  and  in  nw.  Austin, 
Travis  1 Dec  (ph.  JHi)  were  noteworthy.  Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds  wintered  in  Lubbock, 
Lubbock  (DHa,  KHa,  ph.  AH)  and  Nacogdoches 
(JaR,  RSc).  Allen’s  Hummingbirds  away  from 
the  coast  included  one  at  Alpine,  Brewster  6 
Dec-1  Jan  (ML)  and  one  at  Bentsen  S.P,  Hi- 
dalgo all  period  (MG,  JoR).  A Ringed  King- 
fisher was  observed  on  the  Freeport  C.B.C., 
Brazoria  14  Dec  (RW  et  al.).  A pair  of  Acorn 
Woodpeckers  wintered  in  w.  El  Paso  for  a 2nd 
consecutive  year  (JR  m.ob.).  A Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  wintered  w.  of  expected  range 
near  Mason,  Mason  (DFe).  A Red-naped  Sap- 
sucker  was  in  nw.  Austin,  Williamson  6 Dec 
(ph.  MB),  while  another  visited  Block  Creek 
Natural  Area,  Kendall  15-27  Feb  (ph.  MLa). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

Wintering  Least  Flycatchers  continue  to  in- 
crease on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast,  with  3 found 
on  the  San  Bernard  C.B.C.,  Brazoria  19  Dec 
(m.ob.)  and  2 on  the  Brazos  Bend  C.B.C. , Fort 
Bend  20  Dec  (RW).  A Hammond’s  Flycatcher 
at  Dickens  Springs,  Dickens  28  Dec  (ph.  AH) 
furnished  a first  winter  report  for  the  South 
Plains.  Single  Gray  Flycatchers  near  Sargent, 
Matagorda  10  Jan-23  Feb  (ph.  BFr)  and  in 
Uvalde  17  Jam-  (ph.  TDa)  represented  very 
rare  area  records.  Wintering  Dusky-capped 
Flycatchers  were  once  again  in  Cameron,  with 
up  to  2 at  Sabal  Palm  through  the  period  QPa. 
m.ob.)  and  one  e.  of  Brownsville  14  Jan 
(+DBe).  A Great  Crested  Flycatcher  was  seen 
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near  Olivia,  Calhoun  31  Dec  (BFr).  A Great 
Kiskadee  was  present  in  Abilene,  Taylor  29 
Dec  for  the  3rd  consecutive  winter  (JaP,  LPa). 
A calling  Couch’s  Kingbird  was  well  docu- 
mented at  Kurth  L.,  Angelina  20  Dec-25  Jan 
(CM,  LD,  ph.  DW  et  al.);  a non-calling 
Couch’s/Tropical  was  32  km  away  at  Ryan’s  L. 
7 Feb  (LD  et  al.),  and  another  was  observed  at 
Bastrop  S.P,  Bastrop  1 Feb  (DPI,  TiF,  JFr). 
Western  Kingbirds  were  much  in  evidence 
this  winter  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast,  with  re- 
ports from  Brazoria  14  & 29  Dec  QA,  MM) 
and  Harris  27  Dec  and  9-24  Jan  (DDo,  MKu, 
ph.  DLe,  DCa).  Another  was  in  Port  O’Con- 
nor, Calhoun  14  Jan  (ph.  BFr).  The  Rose- 
throated  Becard  at  Estero  Llano  Grande  S.P, 
Hidalgo  remained  through  the  period  (m.ob.). 

It  was  a great  winter  for  Northern  Shrike  in 
the  Panhandle,  with  at  least  10  reported  from 
scattered  locations  throughout  the  period.  A 
Bell’s  Vireo  observed  in  w.  Harris  29  Dec-2 
Jan  was  a rarely  documented  winter  record 
for  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  (KBl,  ph.  RCa). 
Very  interesting  was  a Gray  Vireo  pho- 
tographed along  the  Pecos  R.  n.  of  Comstock, 
Val  Verde  27  Dec  (BR).  A Plumbeous  Vireo 
wintered  in  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  (MCo).  A 
Blue-headed  Vireo  in  Clairemont,  Kent  19  Jan 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  in  Texas  was  a coopera- 
tive female  Crimson-collared  Grosbeak  at  the  Frontera 
Audubon  Sanctuary  in  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  Count  from  14  De- 
cember 2008  onward  (here  3 January).  This  is  the  same  lo- 
cation that  became  famous  by  hosting  up  to  five  of  these 
birds  during  the  invasion  winter  of  2004-200S.  Photograph 
by  Daniel  Lebbin/Amerkan  Bird  Conservanq. 

(AH)  appeared  to  be  wintering  n.  of  usual  ar- 
eas. A Hutton’s  Vireo  near  Natural  Bridge 
Caverns,  Comal  25  Feb  (PS)  was  noteworthy 
for  being  near  the  e.  edge  of  the  Edwards 
Plateau.  A Philadelphia  Vireo  in  Fort  Bend  20 
Dec  (AW)  furnished  one  of  only  a few  winter 
records  for  the  Upper  Texas  Coast.  Three 
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Green  Jays  were  present  in  Utopia,  Uvalde 
Dec  through  Jan  (MHe),  while  2 strayed  up 
the  coast  n.  of  Seadrift,  Calhoun  1 Jan  (BFr). 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  lingered  in 
El  Paso,  with  at  least  one  at  Rio  Bosque  Wet- 
lands Park  14  Dec  (JS)  and  2 in  El  Paso  1 Jan 
OP).  Likewise,  Barn  Swallows  lingered  at  Rio 
Bosque  Wetlands  Park  until  14  Dec  QS).  An 
early  arriving  Barn  Swallow  was  in  Sugarland, 
Fort  Bend  19  Feb  (HB,JB). 

VERDIN  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Out-of-range  Verdins  were  found  in  Throck- 
morton 15  Feb  (GC  et  al.)  and  in  e.  Calhoun  24 
Feb  (BFr).  Two  Bushtits  were  a nice  find  in 
Stephens  31  Jan  (GC).  A Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  made  its  way  s.  to  Santa  Ana  N.W.R., 
Hidalgo  1 Dec  (MSn,  RSn).  What  was  thought 
to  be  a returning  Rock  Wren  was  at  L. 
Tawakoni,  Vati  Zandt  3 Jan  (RKi).  Other  east- 
ward-wandering Rock  Wrens  included  singles 
near  Smithville,  Bastrop  26  Jan  (PR)  and  at 
Miller’s  Creek  Res.,  Baylor  15  Feb  (GC  et  al). 
Two  Sedge  Wrens  at  White  River  L.,  Crosby  3 
Jan  (RKo,  CG)  provided  a good  find  for  the 
South  Plains.  Up  to  2 Black-tailed  Gnatcatch- 
ers  near  Soda  L.,  Midland  25-31  Jan  (ph.  RMS, 
m.ob.)  provided  a first  area  record.  Western 
Bluebirds  made  a good  showing  e.  of  their  nor- 
mal range,  with  small  numbers  noted  in  the 
Lubbock  and  Midland  areas,  while  more  no- 
table were  counts  of  28  in  Abilene,  Taylor  3 Jan 
QaP),  2 at  Canyon  L.,  Comal  24  Jan+  (ph.  DPu, 
m.ob.),  and  2 in  in  w.  Palo  Pinto  15  Feb  (RRa). 
Mountain  Bluebirds  also  irrupted  eastward, 
with  the  most  far-flung  sightings  including  13 
in  w.  Williamson  15  Dec-7  Jan  (SWi,  m.ob.) 
and  34  on  Ft.  Hood,  Coryell  2 Dec  (RKo).  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  at  L.  Arrowhead,  Clay  1 
! Jan  QuM,  TM)  provided  a rare  local  record.  A 
j Swainson’s  Thrash  in  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  15 
1 Jan  (ph.  JoM)  provided  the  first  fully  docu- 

I mented  winter  record  for  the  state.  Out-of-sea- 

I son  Wood  Thrushes  made  news  at  Utley,  Bas- 
• trop  4 Dec  and  5-8  Feb  (ph.  BFr),  Weslaco,  Hi- 
dalgo 1-16  Feb  (ph.  MG,  m.ob.),  and  Port 
Aransas,  Nueces  26  Feb  QoM).  Sage  Thrashers 
irrupted  eastward,  with  above-average  num- 
‘ bers  along  the  edge  of  the  range  on  the  South 
Plains  including  one  in  Carson  22  Feb  (AH). 

; Father  e.,  singles  were  found  at  Gibbons 
I Creek,  Grimes  29  Dec  (KA,  JTa,  JT),  Peder- 
j nales  Falls  S.R,  Blanco  13  Jan  (SV,  TB),  Ft. 
I Hood,  Coryell  12  Feb  (CEn,  SB,  TyH,  TTS), 
and  Mason,  Mason  23  Jan-17  Feb  (DFe).  A 
Long-billed  Thrasher  studied  at  McKinney 
Falls  S.P.,  Travis  20  Dec-15  Feb  (GKe,  JO,  ph., 
m.ob.)  was  n.  of  the  expected  range. 

A Tennessee  Warbler  was  found  at  Free- 
port, Brazoria  14  Dec  (WP).  Quite  unexpect- 
ed was  the  discovery  of  2 Nashville  Warblers 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER 


at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster  29  Dec  (GKi). 
A Northern  Parula  near  McNary,  Hudspeth  4 
Jan  (BZ,  KZ)  provided  a first  winter  record  for 
the  county.  Also  of  note  were  single  Northern 
Parulas  in  Wichita  Falls,  Wichita  6 Dec  OHo) 
and  Brazos  Bend  S.P.,  Fort  Bend  20-24  Jan  (SH 
et  al).  Out-of-place  Tropical  Parulas  included 
singles  at  College  Station,  Brazos  24  Dec  (ER, 
LF)  and  at  Brazos  Bend  S.E,  Fort  Bend  17 
Jan-7  Feb  (AW,  ph.  HB  et  al).  An  imm. 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  at  Houston,  Harris  6 
Dec  QR,  WR)  provided  a first  winter  record 
for  the  Upper  Texas  Coast.  Black-throated 
Gray  Warblers  in  the  Trans-Pecos  this  season 
included  one  that  lingered  from  the  fall 
in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  until  5 Jan  (JP)  and 
2 at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster  29 
Dec-23  Jan  (DHu,  GKi  et  al).  An  early 
male  Golden-cheeked  Warbler  was  at 
Meridian  S.E,  Bosque  27  Feb  (HT,  MYo). 

A Hermit  Warbler  was  at  Laguna  Atas- 
cosa, Cameron  19-21  Feb  (MBS,  ph. 

CLo).  More  unexpected  was  another 
found  at  the  Lawrence  E.  Wood  picnic 
area,  Jeff  Davis  23  Feb  (tEE  SWi).  A 
Pine  Warbler  at  the  Lawrence  E.  Wood 
picnic  area  23  Feb-8  Mar  (EF,  SWi,  ph. 

MR)  provided  a first  Jeff  Davis  record. 

Palm  Warblers  well  away  from  the 
coastal  plain  included  one  at  Commons 
Ford  Park,  Travis  7 Dec  and  15  Feb 
(EF)  and  one  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  3 Jan 
(RKi).  A high  count  of  50  Palm  Warblers  was 
made  in  se.  Matagorda  23  (BFr).  A Black-and- 
white  Warbler  spent  the  period  at  Utopia, 
Uvalde  (MHe),  providing  a rare  winter  Hill 
Country  occurrence.  Also  of  interest  were 
Black-and-whites  in  Big  Bend’s  Cottonwood 
Campground  7 Dec  (MF,  DHu)  and  Rio 
Grande  Village  10  Feb  (DHu).  MacGillivray’s 
Warblers  were  found  at  Mission,  Hidalgo  23 
Jan  (TaF,  SH)  and  Sabal  Palm  through  the  sea- 
son (m.ob.,  ph.  PD). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A female-plumaged  Summer  Tanager  was 
present  in  Nacogdoches  21  Dec-10  Jan  (RSh). 
A White-collared  Seedeater  was  noted  sporad- 
ically at  Salineno,  Stan  26  Dec-19  Jan  (CL). 
A Green-tailed  Towhee  at  Canyon  L.,  Comal 
13-15  Feb  (BN,  ph.,  DPu)  provided  a rare 
county  record.  Spotted  Towhees  e.  of  the  ex- 
pected range  included  2 separate  birds  in 
Nacogdoches  1 Jan  (DW)  and  27  Feb  (RH);  4 
Eastern  Towhees  at  Belton  L.,  Bell  29  Dec 
(RP)  made  a surprising  number  so  far  west. 
Other  out-of-place  Eastern  Towhees  included 
one  in  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  1 Jan+  (MCo  et 
al.)  and  one  in  Mason,  Mason  16  Feb+  (DFe). 
A Lark  Sparrow  at  L.  Amistad,  Val  Verde  21 
Feb  (EF,  SWi)  was  on  the  edge  of  the  winter- 


ing range.  A Black-throated  Sparrow  near 
Clairemont,  Kent  27  Feb  (AH)  was  well  n.  of 
the  normal  range.  Although  possibly  present 
every  winter,  2 Henslow’s  Sparrows  at  Lick 
Creek  Park,  Brazos  2 Jan  (ToH)  were  in  the 
same  place  where  the  species  had  been  ob- 
served in  2000.  A survey  for  Henslow’s  Spar- 
rows in  Blackland  prairie  remnants  uncovered 
9 in  Montgoniety  and  6 in  Walker  20  Jan  (CSh 
et  al).  A Fox  Sparrow  at  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  18- 
26  Feb  (RE  Donis  Fitzpatrick,  MHa,  ph.  MG) 
provided  a very  rare  record  for  the  Lower  Val- 
ley. A White-throated  Sparrow  near  Esperan- 
za,  Hudspeth  20  Dec  (BZ)  was  on  the  w.  edge 

fm 


Three  Hooded  Orioles,  this  male  and  two  females,  spend  the  winter 
at  a single  location  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  County,  Texas  (here  10  Decem- 
ber 2008).  This  provided  just  the  second  record  for  the  species  over- 
wintering in  the  Trans-Pecos  region.  Photograph  by  Barry  Smmet. 


of  the  species’  range.  Harris's  Sparrows  made 
an  impressive  invasion  into  East  Texas  and 
the  Upper  Texas  Coast  this  season.  The  im- 
pressive numbers  found  on  the  coast  includ- 
ed an  amazing  116  on  the  Cypress  Creek 
C.B.C.,  Harris/Waller  1 Jan.  In  the  Piney- 
woods,  the  invasion  included  small  flocks  of 
up  to  10  in  at  least  a half-dozen  Nacogdoches 
sites  during  Dec  (fide  DW).  A Dark-eyed  Jun- 
co  made  a rare  appearance  along  the  cen. 
coast  at  Olivia,  Calhoun  8 Jan  (BFr).  Three  La- 
pland Longspurs  pushed  southward  to  Paul 
Rushing  Park,  Harris  6 Dec  (GO  et  al).  Up  to 
4 Smith’s  Longspurs  were  at  Nacogdoches, 
Nacogdoches  2-6  Dec  (DW,  MHW  et  al). 

A female  Crimson-collared  Grosbeak  drew 
a lot  of  attention  at  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  14  Dec-r 
(TJRi,  MYu,  PBr,  ph.  m.ob.).  In  what  must 
have  been  an  astounding  sight,  an  estimated 
150  Northern  Cardinals  came  into  feed  and 
water  in  Utley,  Bastrop  4-5  Jan  (BFr).  Pyrrhu- 
loxias  farther  e.  than  expected  included  2 at 
L.  Belton,  Bell  11  Dec  (GE),  one  at  L.  Waco, 
McLennan  11  Dec  (EHa),  and  another  along 
Longenbaugh  Rd.,  Harris  all  period  (m.ob.). 
It  what  is  becoming  an  annual  event,  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  were  present  in  the  Low- 
er Rio  Grande  Valley,  with  a male  present  all 
period  in  Weslaco,  Hidalgo,  up  to  2 at 
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Bentsen,  Hidalgo  through  the  period  (MG), 
and  one  at  Sabal  Palm,  Cameron  26  Jan  (fide 
JPa).  At  least  6 Blue  Buntings  were  present 
this  season  at  four  different  Lower  Valley  lo- 
cations: a female  at  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  6 
Dec-24  Feb  (WBa;  ph.,TMG,  m.ob.);  a pair  at 
Bentsen,  Hidalgo  7 Jan+  (ph.  LG,  Tm.ob.);  a 
male  at  Estero  Llano  Grande  S.R,  Hidalgo  10 
Jan-24  Feb  (ph.,  tMG,  m.ob.);  and  another 
pair  at  Laguna  Atascosa  N.W.R.,  Cameron  11 
Feb+  (ph.  CN,  tm.ob.).  Blue  Grosbeaks  were 
found  in  Big  Bend,  Brewster  in  two  locations, 
with  singles  at  Rio  Grande  Village  29  Dec 
(MF  KS)  and  Sam  Nail  Ranch  23  Feb  (DHu). 
A female  Painted  Bunting  was  present  at  a 
feeder  in  s.  Waller  12  Feb+  (ph.  SWa).  A fe- 
male Varied  Bunting  was  along  Terlingua  Cr., 
Brewster  17  Jan  (MF),  where  the  species  is  ir- 
regular in  winter.  A real  surprise  was  a Dick- 
cissel  at  Utley,  Bastrop  5 Jan  (ph.  BFr). 

Although  Rusty  Blackbirds  showed  up  late 
in  many  areas,  this  species  made  an  impres- 
sive showing  in  the  e.  half  of  the  state.  High 
counts  were  made  at  many  locations,  includ- 
ing 10  at  the  Dorr  Creek  swamps,  Nacog- 
doches 13  Dec  (RT,  DW),  150  in  Smith  28  Dec 
(PBa),  at  least  90  in  the  Navasota  bottom- 
lands, Brazos  8 Feb  (DVo),  80  at  Bear  Creek 
Park,  Harris  in  mid-Feb  (m.ob.),  25  near  Hol- 
iday L.,  Brazoria  15  Feb  (RW),  and  20  at  L. 
Cherokee,  Gregg  25  Feb  (DO).  Farther  w,  2 
were  near  Lubbock,  Lubbock  20  Dec  (AH)  and 
a female  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  2-3  Jan  (ph.  BZ, 
KZ).  Brewers  Blackbirds  made  a good  show- 
ing in  the  e.  half  of  the  state,  highlighted  by 
two  flocks  of  1000+  each  near  Granger, 
Williamson  21  Dec  270+  in  Nacog- 

doches 6 Jan  (DW),  and  50+  in  the  Brazos  Riv- 
er bottoms,  Burleson  28  Feb  (ByS).  A male  Or- 
chard Oriole  was  at  Quinta  Mazatlan,  Hidalgo 
5 Feb  (GB).  Ver)^  unusual  were  a male  and  2 
female  Hooded  Orioles  wintering  in  El  Paso, 
El  Paso  (ph.  BZ).  An  ad.  male  Bullocks  Oriole 
made  a rare  winter  appearance  for  the  Trans- 
Pecos  at  Balmorhea  S.P.,  Reeves  28  Jan  (TJ). 
Audubon’s  Orioles  continue  to  colonize  the  s. 
Hill  Country.  This  season,  an  exceptional 
count  of  10  came  from  Utopia,  Uvalde  during 
the  period  (MHe),  and  one  was  near  Camp 
Wood,  Edwards  9 Feb  (ph.,  TeH).  Two  at  Sa- 
bal Palm,  Cameron  24-28  Jan  (JPa,  ph.  m.ob.) 
provided  the  first  record  for  the  county  since 
the  1970s.  A male  Baltimore  Oriole,  likely  the 
same  bird  as  last  winter,  hung  around  Rio 
Grande  Village,  Brewster  28  Jan-7  Feb  (MF, 
m.ob.).  A Scott’s  Oriole  was  present  intermit- 
tently much  of  the  season  through  early  Feb 
near  Boerne,  Kendall  (DPa,  ph.  TRu).  Purple 
Finches  were  scarce  in  general  throughout  the 
state  this  season,  so  one  at  the  Kent  County 
G.C.  19  Jan  (AH)  was  even  more  unexpected. 


An  unusually  large  concentration  of  10  House 
Finches  were  found  in  a Stair  County  Park  28 
Dec  (RRo).  Eastward-wandering  Lesser 
Goldhnches  included  singles  in  Dallas  14  Jan 
(AS),  in  Clay  from  late  Dec  into  early  Jan 
(GJa),  and  in  Clay  24  Jan  (SL,  DHo). 

Corrigendum:  A nesting  record  of  Neotropic 
Cormorant  for  the  Pineywoods  was  listed  as  a 
hrst  for  the  region  in  N.A.B.  62:  584.  In  fact  it 
was  the  second,  with  the  first  involving  14 
pairs  at  Toledo  Bend  Reservoir,  Sabine  in  1974. 
Similarly,  a Green  Kingfisher  listed  as  a hrst  for 
Presidio  in  N.A.B.  63:  84  was  preceded  by  one 
along  the  Rio  Grande  near  Brewster  in  1994. 
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The  winter  season’s  temperatures  aver- 
aged generally  above  normal  in  the  Re- 
gion, with  only  south-central  Colorado 
and  north-central  Wyoming  near  normal.  Sea- 
sonal precipitation  was  less  homogeneous, 
with  Colorado’s  eastern  half  below  normal  and 
the  western  side  near  normal,  while  the  San 
Louis  Valley  was  above  normal.  In  Wyoming, 
most  of  the  state  was  below  normal  in  precipi- 
tation for  the  winter,  excepting  the  northeast- 
ern portion  of  the  state,  which  was  near  nor- 
mal, and  the  south-central  part,  which  was 
much  below  normal.  By  the  end  of  the  period, 
drought  rankings  indicated  that  much  of  both 
states  was  abnormally  dry,  but  large  areas  of 
western  Colorado  and  northeastern  Wyoming 
were  free  of  drought  classification.  Small 
patches  in  southwestern  Wyoming  reached 
moderate  drought  classification,  as  did  areas  in 
north-central  and  southeastern  Colorado.  An 
apparent  increase  in  unusual  wintering  birds, 
many  found  on  Christmas  Bird  Counts,  led 
many  observers  to  wonder  about  a relationship 
to  changing  environmental  conditions  or  in- 
creased observer  effort  (or  a combination 
thereof).  Whatever  the  case,  birds  like  Turkey 
Vulture,  multiple  shorebird  species.  Common 
Poorwill,  Black  Phoebe,  and  Green-tailed 
Towhee  were  well  out  of  the  blue  parts  of  their 
range  maps  this  season. 

Abbreviation:  Cherry  Creek  (Cherry  Creek 
S.P.  and  Res.,  Arapahoe).  “West  Slope”  de- 
notes locations  w.  of  the  Rockies.  Due  to  re- 
porting biases,  all  locations  can  be  assumed  to 
be  in  Colorado  except  that  each  Wyoming  lo- 
cation is  noted  as  such  the/irs£  time  it  appears 
in  the  text.  Because  most  rarities  are  seen  by 
many  observers,  only  the  observers  initially 
finding  and  identifying  the  bird(s)  are  noted. 
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WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

Twenty  reports  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  was  more  than  normal  for  the  period. 
Far  less  common  on  the  West  Slope  than  in  e. 
Colorado,  a Cackling  Goose  visited  Nar- 
raquinnep  Res.,  Montezuma  6 Dec  QEy);  re- 
ports of  the  species  from  Montrose  this  season 
probably  referred  to  Lesser  Canadas.  With  the 
recent  spate  of  Mute  Swan  occurrences,  ob- 
servers are  now  submitting  details  to  the 
records  committee;  the  species  has  yet  to  join 
the  official  state  list.  This  winter,  single  birds 
were  reported  in  Jan  from  Weld  (T.  Deininger) 
and,  not  all  that  far  away,  in  Feb  from  Larimer 
(CK).  Of  the  two  native  swan  species,  we  re- 
ceived five  and  ten  reports,  respectively,  of 
Trumpeter  and  Tundra,  continuing  the  recent 
increase  in  occurrences  of  both  species  in  the 
state.  An  apparent  male  Gadwall  x 
Green-winged  Teal  hybrid  was  an 
interesting  find  at  Cherry  Creek  10 
Dec  (HK,  U.  Kingery). 

Unlike  Blue-winged  Teal,  Cinna- 
mon Teal  regularly  occurs  in  the  Re- 
gion in  winter,  as  spring  arrivals, 
and  this  year’s  first  was  right  on  time 
15  Feb  in  Broomfield  (E.  Zorawow- 
icz).  The  12  reports  of  Greater  Scaup 
(a  bit  on  the  high  side  for  the  sea- 
son) included  67  apparent  spring 
migrants  at  L.  Holbrook,  Otero  14 
Feb  (LE,  BSt,  MP).  Single  Surf  Scot- 
ers graced  Baseline  Res,  Boulder  7- 
10  Dec  (PG)  and  Pueblo  Res.,  Pueblo  1 Jan-4 
Feb  (MP,  LE).  Rarer  were  the  White-winged 
Scoters  in  Boulder:  one  at  Thomas  Res.  29 
Dec-3  Jan  (G.  Matthews,  W.  Szeliga)  and  3-4 
at  two  sites  not  far  away  10  Jan-1  Feb  (M. 
Blatchley  et  al).  Of  the  eight  reports  of  Long- 
tailed Duck,  only  two  occurrences  came  after 
3 Jan:  1-4  at  Pueblo  Res.  18  Dec-8  Feb  (TRL, 
m.ob.)  and  a female  at  Neenoshe  Res.,  Kiowa 
20  Feb  (D.  Nelson).  The  high  count  of  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  this  year  was  of  77  in  the 
Carbondale,  Gaifield  area  (D.  Filby).  While 
Ruddy  Ducks  are  being  found  in  Colorado  in 
winter  with  a bit  more  frequency  recently,  the 
species  is  still  incredibly  seasonally  rare  in 
Wyoming.  Thus,  the  2 found  in  Converse  22 
Feb  (CM)  were  of  interest. 

Half  of  the  winter  Pacific  Loon  reports 


came  from  the  West  Slope,  where  decidedly 
less  regular,  with  a single  bird  at  Narraguin- 
nep  Res.  4-6  Dec  (P.  Derven,  S.  Allerton,  JBy); 
the  other  was  at  that  loon  hotspot,  Standley 
L.,  Jefferson  6 Dec  (LS).  Oddly,  there  were  no 
corresponding  West  Slope  Common  Loon 
sightings.  More  oddly,  no  loons  persisted  into 
the  C.B.C.  season,  the  last  report  being  of  3 
Commons  at  Marston  L.,  Denver  13  Dec  (T. 
Jones).  Even  further  along  the  oddity  scale,  a 
Horned  Grebe  did  persist  into  the  C.B.C.  sea- 
son (14  Dec)  at  Boulder,  Boulder  (PG  et  al); 
the  species  is  regular  in  numbers  throughout 
the  season  at  Pueblo  Res.  Two  Red-necked 
Grebes  at  Chatfield  Res.,  Jefferson/Douglas  5 
Dec  OK)  were  the  only  ones  reported.  An 
Eared  Grebe  with  the  aforementioned  Ruddy 
Ducks  was  an  early  Wyoming  migrant  (CM), 


while  a Western  Grebe  at  Gray  Reef  Res.,  Na- 
trona 10  Jan  (CM)  was  decidedly  late  for  that 
state.  A Clark’s  Grebe  6 Dec  at  McPhee  Res., 
Montezuma  QBy)  was  locally  late. 

CORMORANTS  THROUGH  GULLS 

Single  Double-crested  Cormorants  lingered 
late  on  the  West  Slope  (there  are  three  or  four 
sites  on  the  east  side  where  they  winter  regu- 
larly) in  Mesa  and  Delta,  with  the  last  one  be- 
ing in  the  latter  county  11  Jan  QBn).  A 
Turkey  Vulture  was  an  incredible  find  on  the 
Loveland,  Larimer  C.B.C.  1 Jan  (D.  Kibbe);  it 
was  seen  by  others  sporadically  in  the  area 
through  the  10th  and  then,  apparently,  seen 
farther  n.  in  Ft.  Collins,  though  we  have  no 
specific  date.  Incredibly,  it  or  another  individ- 
ual was  seen  wandering  around  Boulder  30 


Annual  appearances  of  Iceland  Gulls  in  Colorado  each  winter  has  become  the 
norm,  with  two  or  three  making  the  rounds  in  winter  2008-2009.  This  and 
possibly  another  first-cycle  bird  frequented  multiple  Pueblo  County  locales 
18  December  through  29  (here  3)  Januaiy.  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 


C A Two  reports  of  Blue-winged  Teal  this  winter  are  plausible,  as  there  are  well-documented  winter  records;  however,  we 
r\  are  always  concerned  about  the  possible  mis-identification  of  Northern  Shoveler  or  other  teal  as  Blue-winged.  Many 
birders  seem  unaware  of  the  Regional  rarity  of  Blue-winged  Teal  in  winter;  moreover,  too  many  birders  are  unaware  that  all 
of  the  male  "blue-winged  teal"  species  do  not,  like  most  of  our  other  ducks,  molt  into  basic  (breeding)  plumage  in  fall/early 
winter  (with  Cinnamon  Teal  running  up  to  two  months  ahead  of  the  other  two).  A report  of  a male  Blue-winged  Teal  along 
the  S.  Platte  R.,  Adams  1 Jan  (fide  HK)  gave  us  pause,  as  the  reported  white  facial  crescent  is  a feature  often  not  apparent  on 
Blue-winged  Teal  until  later  in  winter.  However,  this  report  was  confirmed  by  others. 
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Brightening  the  winter  landscape  of  Carbondale,  Garfield  County,  Colorado 
from  late  November  through  1 3 (here  1 2)  December  2008,  this  Northern 
Parula  was  both  a first  for  the  county  and  very  late.  Photograph  by  Dick  Filby. 

Jan-9  Feb  (C.  Nunes  et  al).  A Turkey  Vulture 
at  Buffalo,  Jo/uisoii,  WY  4 Feb  (B.  Ostheimer) 
was  considered  a very  early  spring  migrant, 
but  in  the  light  of  the  Colorado  birds,  one 
wonders  whether  it  could  have  been  winter- 
ing in  the  area.  Because  Northern  Goshawks 
are  fairly  rare  on  the  Colorado  plains,  it  seems 
inexplicable  that  Chico  Basin  Ranch  should 
have  hosted  the  species  for  the  3rd  consecu- 
tive winter  this  season:  an  ad.  on  the  El  Paso 
side  15  Jan  (BM  et  ah).  A seemingly  “good” 

Krider’s  Red-tailed  Hawk  near  Platteville, 

Weld  19  Jan  (ph.,  tj.  Such,  R.  Haip)  was  nice- 
ly documented.  The  hrst  valid  state  report  of 
this  color  morph  occurred  last  winter  not  all 
that  far  away,  but  it  was  far  enough  away  that 
we  suspect  it  was  a different  individual.  The 
number  of  Peregrine  Falcon  reports  this  sea- 
son— seven  in  six  counties — was  nothing 
short  of  phenomenal.  Unfortunately,  only  two 
reports  mentioned  the  plumage/age  of  the 
bird;  we  request  that  all  such  reports  be  ac- 
companied by  basic  details  such  as  this. 

Sora  has  only  recently  become  known  as  a 
regular  winterer  in  Colorado,  in  the  lower 
Arkansas  R.  valley  below  Rocky  Ford,  Otero. 

Thus,  up  to  2 at  Fountain  Creek  R.P,  El  Paso 
10  Jan-7  Feb  (ph.  K.  & M.  Rush)  and  one  in 
Pueblo,  Pueblo  1 Feb  (D.  Chartier)  are  of 
more-than-passing  interest.  A whopping  6 
Spotted  Sandpipers  were  found  in  the  Grand 
Junction,  Mesa  area  this  winter,  with  at  least 
one  persisting  through  at  least  27  Feh  QC, 

V.O.).  This  large  number  was  obtained  primari- 
ly via  canoeing  the  Colorado  R.  on  the  C.B.C., 
but  that  task  has  been  conducted  in  a few  pri- 
or years  without  recording  this  bonanza.  Con- 
sidering also  the  single  individuals  along  the 
Arkansas  R.  at  three  sites  in  Pueblo  and  Fre- 
mont, this  was  a banner  year  in  Colorado  for 
the  species.  One  does  wonder,  however,  what 
effect  increased  effort  and  perusal  of  such  ar- 
eas has  on  our  understanding  of  the  sudden 
occurrence  of  this  and  other  sandpipers  in  the 
state  in  winter.  Greater  Yellowlegs,  the  “com- 


mon” wintering  sandpiper,  was 
found  in  singles  in  Boulder,  Delta, 
and  Otero  this  season,  hut  that  tal- 
ly was  matched  by  Dunlin:  one  at 
Cherry  Creek  standing  with  gulls 
on  the  ice  5 Dec  (GW);  one  below 
Chatheld  Res.,  JeJJerson/Douglas 
20  Dec-16  Jan  (JK);  and,  most  im- 
probably, at  Jumbo  Res.,  Logan  17 
Feb  (R.  Hopper,  CK).  The  first 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  of  the  year 
was  very  early  22  Feb  at  Norwood, 
San  Miguel  (G.  Steele).  Finally,  7 
Wilsons  Snipe  were  far  n.  in  Sub- 
lette, WY  14  Feb  (D.  & C.  Farr). 
And,  now,  for  the  gulls.  As  ap- 
parently everywhere  in  North  America,  con- 
tinued closer  scrutiny  and  elevated  knowl- 
edge and  skill  levels  are  enabling  birders  to 
tally  an  ever-increasing  number  of  what  were 
formerly  considered  rare  gulls.  Colorado  lar- 
iphiles,  in  addition  to  all  of  the  undocument- 
ed reports  (see  below),  submitted  details  on 
10  Mew  Gulls  in  five  counties,  2-3  Iceland 
Gulls  in  three  counties,  a Glaucous-winged 
Gull  in  Bent  (John  Martin  Res.,  22  Dec  (tAS, 
CW),  and  5 Great  Black-backed  Gulls  in  four 
counties.  In  addition,  the  tally  of  non-review 
species  included  56  Thayers  Gulls,  41  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls — including  a document- 
ed West  Slope  bird  at  Fruita,  Mesa  24  Feb 
QC) — and  an  incredible  35  Glaucous  Gulls. 
The  gull  resembling  a Slaty-backed  Gull,  as 
noted  in  the  previous  seasons  report,  was 
photographed  at  Cherry  Creek  13  Dec  (GW) 
and  probably  seen  at  Pueblo  Res.,  Pueblo  on 
one  or  two  occasions  in  mid-Dec.  With  globe- 
trotting gulls,  some  duplication  is  probably 
inevitable,  and  at  least  a few  distinct  individ- 
uals were  noted  at  multiple  locations  (primar- 
ily birds  found  in  the  north  early  in  the  sea- 
son and  then  at  Pueblo  or  John  Martin  reser- 
voirs after  the  mid-Dec  cold  snap) — but  there 
is  also  an  awful  lot  of  water  that  receives  little 
scrutiny  by  the  state’s  gull  aficionados. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

As  with  many  other  species.  Band-tailed  Pi- 
geon is  being  found  in  the  state  in  winter  in 
increasing  numbers.  Interestingly,  such  birds 
are  often  seen  at  feeders  at  relatively  high  ele- 
vation. In  addition  to  the  two  or  three  usual 
sites,  this  winter  saw  singles  at  Nucla,  Mon- 
trose and  Ouray,  Ouray  in  late  Dec  or  early 
Jan,  and  one  spent  much  of  the  winter  being 
ogled  by  rosy-finch  watchers  at  Allenspark, 
Boidder  (M.  Chavez).  There  probably  aren’t 
many  sites  at  which  one  can  see  all  three 
species  of  rosy-finch  and  Band-tailed  Pigeon 
simultaneously!  The  188  reported  White- 
winged Doves  was  led  by  the  report  of  150  at 


Pueblo,  accounting  for  a new  state  maximum. 

An  Eastern  Screech-Owl  responding  to  play- 
back was  a great  find  along  the  El  Paso/Lincoln 
border  23  Jan  (MP,  TL,  BSt);  it  provided  only 
the  2nd  acceptable  county  record  for  the  for- 
mer and  the  first  for  the  latter.  Recent  effort 
by  a few  plains  birders,  particularly  MP,  has 
greatly  expanded  our  knowledge  of  the 
species’  distribution  in  Colorado  away  from 
the  S.  Platte  drainage.  A Short-eared  Owl  in 
the  high-and-cold  San  Luis  Valley  at  Monte 
Vista  N.W.R.,  Rio  Grande  20  Dec  (fide  L. 
Clements)  was  unexpected.  i 

Though  it  may  seem  redundant  to  mention,  ! 
recent  efforts  have  greatly  increased  the  num-  | 
her  of  winter  records  of  Common  Poorwill  in  j 
Colorado,  with  this  winter’s  occurrence  being 
at  Red  Rocks  Park,  El  Paso  15  Feb  (BM).  Quite  : 
atypically  for  recent  years,  the  only 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  found  this  winter  was 
far  n.  and  at  high  elevation  at  Estes  Park,  CO 
16  Jan-6  Feb  (ph.  S.  Rashid).  Nine  Yellow-bel- 
lied, 3 Red-naped,  and  one  heard-only  uniden- 
tified sapsucker  rounded  out  the  Sphyrapicus 
show  this  winter.  Ten  years  ago.  Black  Phoebe  i 
was  quite  a rare  bird  in  Colorado,  with  a total 
of  22  records.  Since  then,  the  species  has  i 
spread  to  various  locales  across  s.  and  cen.  por- 
tions of  the  state  during  the  breeding  season, 
and  a few  birds  now  remain  through  the  winter. 

This  past  winter,  3 remained  during  the  period  - 
in  Canon  City,  Fremont  and  Rock  Canyon,  | 
Pueblo  (m.ob.).  Say’s  Phoebes  linger  during  i 
winter  in  s.  Colorado  in  small  numbers,  but  the  :j 
bird  in  n.  Colorado  at  South  Platte  Park,  JeJjfer-  jj 
son  8 Feb  QK.  GW)  was  either  attempting  to  i; 
winter  or  was  an  inexplicably  early  spring  mi-  j, 

grant.  West  of  its  normal  range  in  Colorado,  a !l 

Blue  Jay  was  in  the  mts.  in  Glenwood  Springs,  !| 
Garfield  5 Dec  (VZ,  SZ).  Representing  one  of  ji 
few  Regional  winter  records,  a Tree  Swallow  !! 
was  in  n.  Colorado  at  the  Centennial  W.M.A.,  ■ 

Weld  1 Dec  (TH).  ' 

There  was  virtually  no  repeat  of  the  large 
2007-2008  winter  parid/nuthatch  push  onto 
the  e.  plains  of  both  states  during  this  past  i 
winter;  we  received  reports  of  only  a few 
Mountain  Chickadees  outside  the  mts.,  and 
even  those  were  relatively  near  the  foothill 
edge.  Late  was  the  House  Wren  at  Colorado 
City,  Pueblo  on  6 Dec  (DSi).  Eight  Winter 
Wrens  reported  from  Colorado  was  slightly  | 
more  than  average.  Numbers  of  Western  Blue- 
birds fluctuate  in  winter  across  pinyon-ju- 
niper  woodlands  of  s.  Colorado,  but  the 
species  is  noticeably  absent  from  the  n.  por- 
tion of  the  state.  This  winter,  however,  small 
groups  were  discovered  between  Dec  and  Eeb 
in  various  Eront  Range  locales  such  as  Boul-  I 
der  and  Castle  Rock,  Eranktown,  and  Parker 
in  Douglas  (m.ob.).  Hermit  Thrush  is  almost 
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annually  detected  on  the  Grand  Junction 
C.B.C.,  Mesa  in  Dec  each  year,  but  East  Slope 
birds  in  winter  are  normally  very  rare;  how- 
ever, this  winter,  no  fewer  than  10  were  dis- 
covered at  various  locations  in  Dec,  with  a 
few  even  surviving  into  late  Jan.  The  bird  at 
John  Martin  Res.,  Bent  22  Feb  (TF)  was  most 
likely  a winterer,  although  one  cannot  dis- 
count it  being  an  extremely  early  migrant. 
Colorado  birders  typically  discover  about  3-4 
Varied  Thrushes  per  winter;  only  one  was  de- 
tected this  year,  a female  at  Colorado  Springs 
3 Dec  (SC,  m.ob.).  A Gray  Catbird  was  late  at 
Doudy  Draw,  Boulder  13  Dec  (CN).  Northern 
Mockingbirds  are  relatively  rare  in  winter  in 
Colorado,  so  13  reported  this  winter  is  a high 
count.  A lone  Sage  Thrasher  was  seen  on  the 
Penrose  C.B.C.,  Fremont  21  Dec  (fide  MP), 
and  5 Brown  Thrashers  on  Colorado’s  e. 
plains  is  more  than  typical.  A Curve-billed 
Thrasher  was  e.  of  usual  in  Lamar,  Prowers  20 
Dec  (|S).  There  were  no  big  incursions  of  Bo- 
hemian Waxwings,  with  only  three  reports  in 
the  Region,  all  from  sw.  Wyoming  and  n.-cen. 
Colorado,  except  for  a lone  wanderer  on  the 
e.  plains  of  Colorado  at  Jackson  S.P.,  Morgan 
21  Dec  (CWi). 

A late  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was  at 
Rocky  Ford,  Otero  22  Dec  (AS,  CW).  The 
Northern  Parula  that  appeared  at  a feeder  at 
Carbondale,  Garfield  in  late  Nov  remained  un- 
til at  least  13  Dec  (DCr,  m.ob.),  a first  for  the 
county.  A male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
was  in  Durango,  La  Plata  24  Dec  (RM).  At  least 
one  Pine  Warbler  seems  to  be  found  every  win- 
ter somewhere  across  e.  Colorado.  One  was 
detected  this  past  winter  in  Denver,  Denver  8 
Dec  (DC,  MH).  A late  Western  Tanager  was 
seen  in  Fort  Collins  3 Dec  OBi).  A Green-tailed 
Towhee,  a species  that  rarely  winters  in  Col- 
orado, remained  at  a feeder  in  Denver  until  at 
least  27  Dec  (DCa).  A female  Eastern  Towhee, 
a Colorado  review  species,  was  at  Fort  Lyon, 
Bent,  where  present  between  at  least  21  Jan  and 
18  Feb  (VT).  A Chipping  Sparrow  reported  at 
Delta,  Delta  21  Dec  QC)  was  quite  late.  The  re- 
port of  a Vesper  Sparrow  on  the  Evanston 
C.B.C.,  Uinta,  WY  14  Dec  is  almost  unprece- 
dented; Colorado  had  one  report  of  the 
species,  at  the  Mike  Higbee  State  Wilderness 
Area,  Prowers  21  Jan  (TF).  Sage  Sparrows,  reg- 
ular breeders  across  sage  habitat  in  w.  Col- 
orado, are  rarely  detected  e.  of  the  Rockies. 
However,  when  they  are  observed  on  the  east 
side,  they  appear  quite  early,  earlier  than  those 
on  the  breeding  grounds:  one  near  Garden  of 
the  Gods  in  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  25  Feb 
(BM,  m.ob.)  fit  that  pattern.  A Savannah  Spar- 
row at  Chico  Basin  Ranch,  Pueblo  15  Jan  (BM, 
JD)  was  tardy.  Slate-colored  Fox  Sparrow,  the 
breeding  subspecies  in  Colorado,  is  rarely  de- 
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Common  Redpolls  are  scarce  even  on  the  eastern  plains  of  Colorado,  so  finding 
one  along  the  Front  Range  metroplex  is  especially  gratifying.  This  individual  vis- 
ited a feeder  Near  Boulder,  Boulder  County  12  and  13  (here)  January  2009,  with 
a flock  of  Pine  Siskins  as  companions.  Photograph  by  David  Waltman. 


tected  in  winter  (it  typically 
winters  in  Mexico  and  the  U.S. 

Southwest),  so  the  one  seen  on 
the  Montrose  C.B.C.  20  Dec  is 
noteworthy.  A White-throated 
Sparrow  toughed  out  wintry 
Jackson,  Teton,  WY  late 
Jan-mid-Feb  (AT).  The  Gold- 
en-crowned Sparrow  returned 
to  its  now  annual  wintering  lo- 
cation for  its  3rd  year  at  Tunnel 
Drive  in  Canon  City,  where 
present  throughout  the  season 
(RM,  m.ob.).  Snow  Buntings 
were  noted  in  higher  numbers 
this  season  than  in  many  recent 
winters,  although  numbers  still 
are  lower  than  from  decades  ago.  Although 
Snow  Buntings  are  seen  annually  in  n. 
Wyoming,  reports  of  the  species  in  the  sw.  por- 
tion of  the  state  are  few,  so  one  at  Evanston  6 
Jan  on  the  C.B.C.  was  locally  rare.  Colorado  re- 
ceived three  reports  from  the  e.  plains  in  Weld 
(fide  Gary  Lefko,  Rachel  Hopper  et  al),  Logan 
(CW),  and  Morgan  (CW). 

Seven  Rusty  Blackbirds  were  reported  from 
Colorado,  a fairly  decent  showing  that  in- 
cluded one  on  the  Sterling  C.B.C.,  Logan  17 
Dec,  one  on  the  Penrose  C.B.C.  21  Dec  (fide 
MP),  one  on  the  Pueblo  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (DK), 
and  up  to  3 at  Lathrop  S.E,  Huerfano  24  Jan-5 
Feb  (TL,  BSt,  MPe,  RMi).  Just  a few  years  ago, 
Wyoming  began  seeing  the  arrival  of  Great- 
tailed Crackles;  a group  of  2 males  and  a fe- 
male at  Evanston  14-31  Dec  (TG)  suggested 
that  the  species  may  be  hardy  enough  to  over- 
winter here.  Rare  for  the  e.  plains  of  Col- 
orado, 18  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  and  2 
Black  Rosy-Finches  were  seen  in  rural  Weld  4 
Dec  (AS).  A Purple  Finch  was  at  Sundance, 
Crook,  WY  on  the  C.B.C.  21  Dec.  Small 
groups  of  White-winged  Crossbills  were  in 
the  Colorado  mts.,  reported  from  the  Grand 
Mesa,  Mesa  QBn,  m.ob.)  and  Steamboat 
Springs,  Routt  (Yampa  Valley  Bird  Club).  It 
was  a better-than-average  year  for  redpolls, 
with  a report  from  sw.  Wyoming,  where  rare, 
and  from  five  locations  in  Colorado,  all  from 
the  ne.  sector  except  for  one  in  Fruita,  Mesa 
2-10  Jan  (CP);  the  species  is  quite  rare  on  the 
Western  Slope  of  Colorado.  If  accepted,  the 
report  of  a Hoary  Redpoll  in  Sundance  20-26 
Feb  QA)  would  provide  one  of  few  records  for 
Wyoming.  An  Evening  Grosbeak  at  Sundance 
21  Dec  on  the  C.B.C.  is  intriguing,  as  the 
species  does  not  breed  close  to  ne.  Wyoming. 
One  wonders  if  it  was  a disperser  from  the 
Rockies  or  from  the  taiga  population.  The 
only  other  report  of  one  away  from  the  Col- 
orado mts.  was  of  a male  seen  at  Las  Animas, 
Bent  14  Feb  (LE,  BSt). 


Undocumented  rarities:  The  following  re- 
view species  were  reported  in  the  period  from 
Colorado  with  no  documentation:  Brant  in 
Denver;  Mew  Gull  in  Arapahoe  (two  reports), 
Boulder  (one  or  two  reports),  Denver,  and  El 
Paso;  Iceland  Gull  in  Larimer  (one  or  two  re- 
ports); Glaucous-winged  Gull  in  El  Paso  and 
Pueblo  (same  individual);  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  in  Arapahoe  (two  reports),  Boulder, 
Broomfield,  Logan  and/or  Sedgwick;  Common 
Ground-Dove  in  Bent;  Sedge  Wren  in  Pivwers; 
Pine  Warbler  in  Larimer;  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow 
in  Bent;  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  in  Mon- 
trose; Bullock’s  Oriole  in  Grand  Junction  14- 
30  Dec;  Purple  Finch  in  Mesa  and  Prowers. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Jean  Adams,  Susan  Allerton,  Jason  Rea- 
son QBn),  Jim  Beatty  (sw.  Colorado;  JBy),  Jeff 
Birek  O^i),  B.  Byron,  Dave  Cameron  (DCa), 
Jacob  Cooper,  Susan  Craig,  Doris  Cruze 
(DCr),  Coen  Dexter  (w.-cen.  Colorado),  John 
Drummond,  Lisa  Edwards,  Doug  Faulkner 
(Wyoming),  Ted  Floyd,  Tom  Gorman,  Bob 
Hargis,  Joey  Kellner,  David  A.  Leatherman, 
Tony  Leukering,  Forrest  Luke  (nw.  Col- 
orado), Chris  Michelson  (Casper,  Wyoming), 
Rich  Miller,  Steve  Mlodinow,  Duane  Nelson, 
Susan  Patla  Qackson,  WY),  Brandon  K.  Per- 
cival  (se.  Colorado),  Mark  Peterson,  Bill 
Schmoker  (Colorado  Front  Range),  Jim  & 
Karen  Schmoker,  Larry  Semo  (ne.  Colorado), 
David  Silverman,  Glenn  Walbek  (n.-cen.  Col- 
orado), Cole  Wild,  Brenda  Wright.  Many  oth- 
er individuals  contributed  information  to  this 
report  but  could  not  be  acknowledged  here; 
all  have  our  thanks  and  appreciation.  O 


Lawrence  S.  Semo,  9054  Dover  Street 
Westminster,  Colorado  80021,  (lsemo@swca.com) 
Tony  Leukering,  102A  Delaware  Avenue 
Villas,  New  Jersey  08251,  (greatgrayowl@aol.com) 
Bill  Schmoker,  3381  Larkspur  Drive 
Longmont,  Colorado  80503,  (bill@schmoker.org) 
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Idaho  & Western  Montana 


David  Trochlell 


The  winter  2008-2009  season  was  uni- 
versally cold  and  snowy  across  the  Re- 
gion in  December  but  was  much  more 
variable  in  January  and  February.  Bohemian 
Waxwings  showed  up  in  impressive  numbers, 
but  the  season  will  likely  be  best  remembered 
for  an  excellent  and  widespread  irruption  of 
Pine  Grosbeaks  and  White-winged  Crossbills. 
For  the  most  part,  montane  species  such  as 
Mountain  Chickadee  and  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  made  only  a token  appearance  in 
the  valleys. 

Abbreviation:  Latilong  (area  encompassed  by 
one  degree  latitude  and  one  degree  longitude 
used  in  mapping  bird  distribution  in  both 
Idaho  and  Montana). 

GEESE  THROUGH  GULLS 

The  only  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  re- 
ported was  near  Bruneau,  ID  3 Jan  (fide  LR). 
Idaho  hosted  good  numbers  of  lingering 
white  geese,  with  reports  of  15  Snow  and  3 
Ross’s  Geese  in  Dec.  Cackling  Geese  were 
somewhat  scarce  in  Idaho,  with  singles  not- 
ed in  Nez  Perce  6 Dec  (TG),  Fremont  18  Dec 
(+CW),  and  up  to  2 in  Ada  27  Dec-4  Feb 
(HK).  Idaho’s  Whooper  Swan,  present  in 
Hagerman  since  26  Nov  (m.ob.),  remained 
throughout  the  season.  Six  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  noted  in  Idaho,  a fairly  aver- 
age winter  tally.  Although  not  unprecedent- 
ed in  Idaho,  a Blue-winged  Teal  near 
Rexburg  16  Dec  and  a Cinnamon  Teal  in 
Canyon  22  Feb  (ph.,  tCW)  added  to  very  few 
well-documented  winter  records.  Reports  of 
other  unusual  lingering  waterfowl  included 
Surf  Scoters  near  Helena,  MT  in  early  Dec 
(BM),  a White-winged  Scoter  in  Minidoka, 
ID  6 Dec  (HK),  and  single  Long-tailed  Ducks 
near  Helena,  MT  in  early  Dec  (BM)  and  in 
Twin  Falls,  ID  13  Dec  (LU).  Pacific  Loons  are 
not  annual  in  winter,  so  one  at  Sandpoint,  ID 


12-14  Dec  (TL)  and  3 at  L.  Pend  Oreille,  ID 
15  Feb  (TG)  were  newsworthy.  Any  winter- 
season  loon  in  Montana  is  rare,  so  a lingering 
Common  Loon  in  Flathead  9 Jan  (BR)  was 
unexpected. 

The  Green  Heron  in  Marsing,  ID  since  4 
Oct  remained  throughout  the  season.  Un- 
precedented in  winter  was  a Swainson’s 
Hawk  well  documented  in  Fremont,  ID  3 Dec 
(ph.  BS,  tCW).  A Ferruginous  Hawk  near 
Deer  Lodge,  MT  16  Jan  (BJ)  provided  perhaps 
the  first  well-documented  winter  report  e.  of 
the  Continental  Divide  in  the  Region  and  a 
first  for  Latilong  40.  Six  Gyrfalcons  represent- 
ed a fairly  typical  winter  total.  Although  not 
unprecedented  in  Montana  in  winter,  a lin- 
gering Sandhill  Crane  near  Helena,  MT  1 Dec 
(NK)  was  very  unusual.  A lingering  pair  of 
Greater  Yellowlegs,  irregular  in  Idaho,  made  a 
surprising  find  in  Canyon  24Jan  QC).  Dunlin, 
less  than  annual  in  winter,  made  a good 
showing:  9 were  in  Nez  Perce,  ID  6 Dec  (TG), 
one  was  near  Eureka,  MT  20  Dec-5  Jan  (LY), 
one  was  near  Emmett,  ID  24  Dec  (RM),  and  8 
were  at  Sandpoint,  ID  (RD). 

The  rare  winter  gull  tally  was  above  aver- 
age, with  reports  of  5 Mew,  14  Thayer’s,  3 
Glaucous-winged,  and  7 Glaucous  Gulls.  The 
larid  of  the  season  was  a first-cycle  Iceland 
Gull  that  wintered  in  Flathead  1 Dec-28  Feb 
and  later  (ph.  DC,  PS),  furnishing  Montana’s 
3rd  record.  The  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
near  Hagerman,  ID  since  28  Nov  was  present 
throughout  the  season. 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A total  of  990  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  tal- 
lied on  29  Christmas  Bird  Counts  represent- 
ed an  amazing  63%  increase  over  last  win- 
ter’s record  count.  The  only  reported  Anna’s 
Hummingbird  was  in  Boise  6-27  Dec  QF)-  A 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  in  'Viola,  Latah  25 
Dec-3  Jan  (NM)  represented  only  the  2nd 
winter  report  in  n.  Idaho.  Sightings  of  win- 
ter-season Red-naped  Sapsuckers  are  not  an- 
nual, so  singles  in  Idaho’s  Spalding  20  Dec 
(KCs)  and  Pocatello  20  Dec  (CT)  were  note- 
worthy. Also  interesting  was  a Red-naped 
Sapsucker  x Red-breasted  Sapsucker  hybrid 
in  Boise  26  Jan-30  Feb  and  later  QC);  this 
cross  has  been  documented  only  once  before 
in  the  Gem  State.  Only  nine  reports  of  Blue 
Jay  in  Idaho  indicated  a non-flight  year.  A 
Pinyon  Jay  that  wintered  near  Stevensville, 
MT  was  unusual  but  not  unprecedented 
there  QFI).  Single  Bewick’s  Wrens  were  ex- 
tralimital  in  Idaho’s  Ada  1 Dec  (KG),  Canyon 
24  Jan  QC),  and  Boise  27  Feb  (SW). 

Incredible  and  unprecedented  in  winter 
was  an  account  of  “hundreds”  of  Mountain 
Bluebirds  sw.  of  Three  Forks,  MT  11  Feb 


(RH).  A "Varied  Thrush  in  Dillon  24  Dec  QK) 
provided  one  of  very  few  winter  records  for 
Montana.  Representing  about  the  8th  winter 
report  in  Montana  was  a Gray  Catbird  in  He- 
lena 12  Jan  (CA).  Rare  in  any  season,  a 
Northern  Mockingbird  seen  in  Pocatello,  ID 
through  the  winter  (CT)  brought  in  a first 
record  for  Latilong  27.  A lingering  Nashville 
Warbler  discovered  in  Boise  10  Dec  (GW) 
furnished  the  2nd  winter  record  for  Idaho. 
Unprecedented  in  winter  was  a male  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  that  graced  Boise,  ID 
15-18  Feb  GO-  Providing  a first  winter 
record  in  Montana  was  a hardy  Pine  Warbler 
in  Eureka  13-20  Dec  (LY).  As  there  are  few 
verified  winter  reports  of  Chipping  Spar- 
rows, one  photographed  near  Stevensville,  | 
MT  26  Dec  (WT)  and  another  in  Owyhee,  ID  I 
13  Feb  (CW)  were  remarkable.  A Vesper 
Sparrow  in  Gardiner  21  Dec  (TM)  was  only  j 
Montana’s  2nd  winter  record.  Rare 
Zonotrichia  sparrows  made  an  average  show-  j 
ing,  with  8 White-throated,  10  Harris’s,  and  [ 
one  Golden-crowned  reported.  If  accepted,  2 I 
McCown’s  Longspurs  in  Ada  14-15  Dec  | 
(HK)  will  provide  Idaho’s  2nd  record.  Mon-  i 
tana  reported  record-large  “snowbird” 
flocks;  at  least  120  Lapland  Longspurs  were 
near  Deer  Lodge  4 Dec  (NK),  and  a flock  of 
1200  Snow  Buntings  was  in  Sanders  16  Dec 
QG).  Regionally  rare  Rusty  Blackbirds  made 
a fair  showing  in  Montana,  with  one  in  Lake 
27  Dec  (DC)  and  6 in  Helena  3-27  Jan  (BM). 
Unexpected  in  winter  was  a Common  j 
Grackle  in  Somers,  MTl-14  Dec  (DC).  The  |! 
only  Great-tailed  Grackles  reported  were  3 in  j 
Owyhee,  ID  3 Jan  GO-  A very  good  find  was 
a male  Purple  Finch  in  Thompson  Falls,  MT 
20-24  Dec  (ph.  JG);  they  are  only  casual  in 
nw.  Montana  in  winter. 

Contributors:  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Chad  Adams,  Kathleen  Cameron,  Jay 
Carlisle,  Keith  Carlson  (KCs),  Dan  Casey,  j 
Rich  Del  Carlo,  John  Foote,  Kevin  Glueck-  ^ 
ert,  Terry  Gray,  Jim  Greaves,  Rocky  Hawkin, 
Judy  Hoy,  Barb  Jacquith,  Jack  Kirkley,  Nate 
Kohler,  Harry  Krueger,  Terry  Little,  Russ 
Manwaring,  Bob  Martinka,  Terry  McE- 
neaney,  Nancy  Miller,  John  Parker,  Larry  Ri- 
denhour.  Bob  Rost,  Bill  Schiess,  Pete  Smith, 
Shirley  Sturts,  Wayne  Tree,  Chuck  Trost, 
Lewis  Ulrey,  Spencer  Walters,  Cliff  Weisse,  | 
Gary  Worthington,  Poo  Wright-Pulliam,  i 
Lewis  Young.  O 


David  Trochlell,  2409  East  N Avenue 
La  Grande,  Oregon  97850,  (dtrochlell@verizon.net) 
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Winter  2008-2009  presented  birds 
and  birders  with  another  relative- 
ly warm  and  dry  season,  and 
many  species  seemed  to  respond  by  lingering 
late,  overwintering  north  of  usual,  or  return- 
ing early.  In  my  introduction  to  the  season 
some  ten  years  ago  (winter  1997-1998),  1 
commented  on  this  phenomenon;  of  interest, 
that  season  we  tallied  four  individual  Empi- 
donax  flycatchers,  whereas  this  year  we  had  at 
least  20  individuals,  a 400%  increase  in  only  a 
decade  for  a group  that  historically  was  un- 
known in  winter.  The  current  season  pro- 
duced several  remarkable  species,  including 
j continuing  presence  of  such  newly  arrived 
Mexican  species  as  Black-capped  Gnatcatcher 
, and  the  overdue  arrival  of  the  states  first  Ru- 
fous-capped  Warbler. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  C.C.N.P.  (Carlsbad  Caverns  N.P.); 
E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.);  G.B.A.  (Gila  Bird 
Area,  Grant);  Maxwell  (Maxwell  N.W.R.  and 
I vicinity);  R.G.V.  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S. 

I (Rattlesnake  Springs  and  vicinity,  Eddy). 

I WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A family  of  5 Trumpeter  Swans  made  a brief 
: stop  at  Las  Cruces  28  Dec  (ph.  NS,  ph.  DG, 

I ph.  CL).  Reports  of  Tundra  Swan  included  one 

1 at  Stubblefield  L.  6 Dec  (ph.  BP)  and  2 at  Las 

j Vegas  N.W.R.  3 Jan  (LK)  and  15  Feb  (CB,  ph. 

I NH);  an  unidentified  swan  was  below  Con- 

j chas  Dam  7 Jan  (MW).  Wood  Ducks  were 

widely  reported,  including  on  12  C.B.C.s  from 
3 the  R.G.V.  eastward;  surprising  were  13  w.  to 
' Zunis  Eustace  L.  15  Dec  QT).  A male  Eurasian 
I Wigeon  was  at  Caballo  L.  22  Feb  (ph.  MB,  ph. 
NP),  and  a male  Mexican  Duck  was  n.  to  Zuni 
13  Dec  QT).  Unusual  for  the  season  was  a 


male  Blue-winged  Teal  at  Corrales  13  Jan 
(RG),  while  late  for  the  n.  were  4 male  Cinna- 
mon Teal  at  Zuni’s  Blackrock  L.  12  Dec  QT). 
An  apparent  Gadwall  x Northern  Shoveler  hy- 
brid at  Bosque  27  Dec  (ph.  JB)  may  explain 
unconfirmed  “Black  Scoter”  reports  from 
there.  The  only  certain  scoter  was  a White- 
winged at  Maxwell  6-16  Dec  (ph.  BP,  ph.  CW, 
m.ob.).  A Long-tailed  Duck  was  at  Bosque  7 
Feb-Mar  (ph.  C.  K.  Lee),  and  another  was  at 
Holloman  L.  30  Dec  (BB)  and  9 Jan  (DG).  A 
female  Barrows  Goldeneye  at  Stubblefield  L.  6 
Dec-11  Jan  (ph.  BP,  ph.  CW,  m.ob.)  was 
joined  by  a male  16-17  Dec  (ph.  MB,  JB).  A 
good  Hooded  Merganser  season  produced  re- 
ports on  11  C.B.C.s,  including  a high  64  at  Las 
Vegas  3 Jan  (LK).  Unusual  was  a Montezuma 
Quail  at  G.B.A.  16  Dec  (RS),  and  16  were 
along  Las  Animas  Cr.,  Ladder  Ranch  18  Dec 
(ph.  DC);  smaller  numbers 
were  in  the  Magdalena,  Black, 
and  Peloncillo  ranges. 

An  imm.  Red-throated  Loon 
was  at  Conchas  L.  16  Jan  QEE 
WWi),  where  there  were  also  8 
Commons  16  Jan  (JER  WWi) 
and  15  Feb  (CB);  noteworthy 
for  Grant  was  a Common  on 
Bill  Evans  L.  8 Dec  (RS).  A 
Horned  Grebe  was  w.  to  Dom- 
ing 3 & 29  Dec  (LM).  The  mid- 
winter maximum  for  Aech- 
mophonis  grebes  at  E.B.L.  was 
3582  on  2 Jan  (RD).  The  high 
count  for  Neotropic  Cormorant 
was  only  15  at  Mims  L.,  Sierra  2 
Dec  (DC);  large  numbers  of 
Double-cresteds  wintered  in  the 
lower  Pecos  Valley  (SW),  in- 
cluding 500  at  Brantley  L.  8 Jan 
(MW).  An  American  Bittern 
was  at  Las  Cruces  20  Dec  (ph. 

KS);  singles  were  at  B.L.N.W.R. 

20-31  Dec  OS,  SW)  and  18-25 
Feb  (SW,  WWi).  Great  Egrets 
continued  to  winter  in  num- 
bers, including  17  at  Loving  20 
Dec  (CC).  Several  Snowy 
Egrets  spent  the  winter  at 
B.L.N.W.R.,  including  9 on  20 
Dec  OS),  3 on  18Jan  (DH),and 
5 on  11  Feb  OS).  Noteworthy 
for  winter  were  3 Cattle  Egrets 
at  Belen  28-29  Dec  (DH,  WH), 

3 at  La  Joya  1 Jan  (DH),  and  2 
s.  of  San  Antonio  3 Jan  (CB)  and  17  Jan  (RG); 
9 were  at  Las  Cruces  6 Jan  (WWi).  Lingering 
White-faced  Ibis  included  singles  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  31  Dec  (SW)  and  Belen  24  Jan 
OEP,  WWi).  The  winter  Turkey  Vulture  roost 
was  again  active  at  Roswell,  with  21  on  20 


Dec  OS)  and  14  on  30  Jan  (SW);  others  of 
note  were  singles  s.  of  Deming  27  Dec  (MB, 
NP)  and  over  Walnut  Canyon,  C.C.N.P.  21 
Dec  (D.  B.  Codding),  while  apparently  early 
were  4 at  Fort  Bayard  1 Feb  (M.  A.  Murphy) 
and  one  at  Deming  2 Feb  (LM).  Late  for  the 
n.  was  an  Osprey  at  Embudo  15-19  Dec  (ph. 
RT).  Maintaining  a sw.  New  Mexico  presence, 
a White-tailed  Kite  was  s.  of  Hachita  30  Jan 
OEP,  WWi,  ph.  MB).  Northern  Harrier  con- 
tinued as  one  of  the  most  widespread  and 
common  wintering  raptors;  this  season  pro- 
duced reports  from  31  C.B.C.s,  including  a 
high  48  at  Loving  20  Dec  (CC).  An  ad.  North- 
ern Goshawk  was  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  29 
Dec  (MB,  NP,  CW),  where  rarely  reported.  A 
Crested  Caracara  was  a surprise  at  San  An- 
dres N.W.R.  18  Dec  (K.  Cobble).  An  unband- 
ed ad.  Aplomado  Falcon  in  s.  Luna  4 Jan-28 


Feb  OB,  m.ob.,  ph.  JP,  ph.  DC,  ph.  CB,  ph. 
NH)  may  have  been  a naturally  occurring 
bird,  but  the  picture  is  decidedly  murky,  ow- 
ing to  release  of  some  120  captives  (primarily 
in  adjacent  Sierra)  since  2006  and  the  disper- 
sal of  unbanded  progeny  of  the  released  birds. 


A family  of  five  Trumpeter  Swans  (two  here)  made  a brief  stop  at  Las  Cruces, 
Dona  Ana  County,  New  Mexico  28  December  2008.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Griffin. 


Unprecedented  in  midwinter  in  New  Mexico,  this  Sanderling  was  at  Caballo 
Lake,  Sierra  County  1 (here  5)  January  through  23  February  2009.  Photograph 
by  David  J.  Cleary. 


NEW  MEXICO 


One  of  a record  three  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  to  reach  New  Mexico  this  season,  this 
adult  was  at  Elephant  Butte  Lake,  Sierra  County  15-29  (here  17)  December  2008. 
Photograph  by  Jonathan  P.  Batkin. 


Peregrine  Falcons  are  now  expected  in  s.  New 
Mexico  in  winter;  n.  were  singles  at  Zuni’s 
Tekapo  L.  13  Dec  QT)  and  Sandia  Crest  1 Jan 
(CH)  and  2 at  Alameda  17  Jan  QJ)- 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Late  or  wintering  Black-necked  Stilts  were  4 
at  Las  Cruces  20-28  Dec  (ph.  NS,  CL),  4 at 
Anapra  1 Jan  (MS,  JZ),  and  2 at  Sunland  Park 
6 Jan  (WWi);  2 American  Avocets  persisted  at 
Caballo  L.  27  Dec-16  Feb  (ph.  DC).  Unusual 
for  the  season,  single  Greater  Yellowlegs  were 
n.  to  Espaftola  28  Dec  (BF),  Corrales  14  Dec 
(DK),  and  near  Luna,  Catron  in  mid-Jan  (B. 
Heap,  Jidc  DB).  An  impressive  60  Long-billed 
Curlews  were  in  Eddy  s.  of  Lake  Arthur  31 
Dec  (SW).  Unprecedented  in  winter,  a 
Sanderling  was  at  Caballo  L.  1 Jan-23  Feb 
(ph.  DC,  JEP,  WWi);  equally  startling  were  2 
Western  Sandpipers  at  the  same  site  1 Jan 
(ph.  DC)  and  16  Feb  (DC).  An  amazing  con- 
centration of  over  1000  Least  Sandpipers  was 
at  Caballo  L.  Dec-Feb  (ph.  DC,  CW,  LM),  in- 
cluding 1225  counted  2 Feb  (DC).  Up  to  7 
Dunlins  wintered  at  Caballo  L.  Dec-Feb 
(m.ob.,  ph.  DC);  elsewhere,  one  was  at  Lords- 
burg  Playa  16  Feb  (AC,  NM-C).  An  exciting 
gull  season  produced  a hrst-cycle  Mew  Gull  at 
Cochiti  L.  22  Feb  (ph.  JB)  and  another  first- 
cycle  at  E.B.L.  28  Dec-23  Jan  (ph.  DC,  JEP, 
ph.  JPS),  plus  an  ad.  Mew  also  there  23  Jan 
(ph.  JPS).  California  Gulls  included  singles  at 
Zuni  12  Dec  QT),  Deming  16  Dec  (LM),  and 
Brantley  L.  23  Dec  (SW),  one  to  5 at  Sunland 
Park  1-25  Dec  ONP).  and  up  to  6 at  E.B.L,  5 
Dec-22  Feb  (m.ob,,  ph.  DC).  Thayer’s  Gull 
made  a strong  showing  Jan-Feb,  with  an  ad. 
at  E.B.L.  17  Jan-22  Feb  QEP  m.ob.,  ph.  JPS, 
ph.  RD)  and  a first-cycle  there  31  Jan-7  Feb 
QEP,  MB,  ph.  RD,  WWi),  plus  single  first-cy- 
cles at  Cochiti  L.  22-28  Feb  (ph.  JB),  Alame- 
da 2 Jan-13  Feb  (ph.  WH,  ph.  MB,  ph.  NH, 
m.ob.)  and  Brantley  L.  16  Feb  (MH,  SW), 
Continuing  an  increasing  trend,  3 Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  documented,  an  ad. 


at  E.B.L.  15-29  Dec  (ph. 
DC,  ph.  JB,  JEP,  CL),  a 
third-cycle  at  E.B.L.  23 
Jan  (ph.  JPS),  and  a sec- 
ond-cycle at  Sunland 
Park  and  adjacent  Texas  7 
Dec-11  Jan  (ph.  JNP). 
Unreported  since  2006,  a 
first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull 
was  a Brantley  L.  16  Feb 
(ph.  MH,  SW), 

Increased  reports 
throughout  the  season  in- 
dicated the  winter  status 
of  Band-tailed  Pigeon  is 
undergoing  rapid  change; 
notable  were  50  in  the  Sandia  Mts.  7 Dec 
(CW)  and  2 there  7 Feb  (DK),  one  singing  at 
2590  m in  Water  Canyon,  Magdalena  Mts.  1 
Jan  (ph.  CW),  and  4 there  7 Jan  (BZ),  plus  16 
elsewhere  in  the  Magdalena  Mts.  24  Jan  (JEP) 
and  15  in  the  Mogollon  Mts,  near  Pleasanton 
14  Eeb  (A.  Seegert,  fide  DB);  in  the  Black 
Range,  one  was  s.  of  Emory  Pass  1 Feb  QL),  2 
were  vocal  n.  of  Emory  Pass  23  Feb  (JL),  and 
33  were  n.  of  Kingston  28  Feb  (DC).  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  continued  much  in  evidence 
statewide,  including  on  28  C.B.C.s;  a pair  was 
nest-building  at  Truth  or  Consequences  6 Feb 
QL).  White-winged  Doves  were  found  n.  to 
Farmington,  Santa  Fe,  Pecos,  and  Clayton  in 
late  Dec  (m.ob.).  An  Inca  Dove  was  n.  to 
Farmington  20  Dec  (AN).  Providing  a Lea 
first  was  a Common  Ground-Dove  at  Eunice 
1 Dec-21  Feb  (ph.  PM,  ph.  JO);  a ground- 
dove  n.  to  the  Dry  Cimarron  R.,  Union  16  Dec 
(DK,  JR)  was  not  identified  to  species.  North 
for  the  season  were  single  Barn  Owls  at  Zuni 
14  Dec  (JT)  and  Las  Vegas  3 Jan  (LK).  Long- 
eared Owls  roosted  at  Pancho  Villa  S.P.  10 
Dec-28  Feb  (m.ob.),  with  13  there  30  Jan 
OEP,  MB,  WWi)  and  16  Feb  (DH);  an  ad.  was 
on  a nest  near  Dog  Canyon,  Otero  19  Feb  (ph. 


One  of  an  unprecedented  wintering  presence  of  Band- 
tailed Pigeons  in  New  Mexico  this  season,  this  one  was 
singing  at  2590  meters  elevation  in  Water  Canyon,  Mag- 
dalena Mountains,  Socorro  County  1 January  2009. 
Photograph  by  Cole  J.  Wolf. 


BB).  Short-eared  Owl  reports  included  a road- 
killed  bird  near  Nutt,  Luna  15  Dec  (B.  J. 
Long) , singles  in  the  middle  Animas  Valley  28 
Dec  (MB,  NP,  CW)  and  at  Columbus  16  Feb 
(LM),  and  3 in  the  s.  Animas  Valley  27  Feb  (S. 
Smith, ^de  AC). 

HUMMINGBIRDS 
THROUGH  KINGLETS 

Broad-billed  Hummingbirds  in  the  news  were 
single  males  continuing  at  Silver  City  until  26 
Dec  (ph.  KB)  and  near  Radium  Springs 
Dec-Feb  (MS,  ph.  JZ,  m.ob.),  plus  another  at 
Las  Cruces  24  Jan  (ph.  TL).  Noteworthy  for 
the  season  were  a female  Magnificent  Hum- 


Glaucous  Gull  is  an  occasional  vagrant  to  New  Mexico, 
where  last  reported  in  2006.  This  first-cycle  individual  was 
at  Brantley  Lake,  Eddy  County  16  February  2009. 

Photograph  by  Michael  0.  Hikhey. 

mingbird  at  Silver  City  Jan-Feb  and  an  imm. 
male  there  12  Feb  (KB);  one  was  in  Clanton 
Canyon  15  Feb  (DB,  KB).  An  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird was  e.  to  Carlsbad  8-31  Dec  (SW); 
in  the  lower  R.G.V,  2-3  wintered  at  Elephant 
Butte  1 Dec-16  Jan  (ph.  DC),  and  a male  was 
singing  at  Las  Cruces  23  Jan  (MS,  JZ).  An 
imm.  male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  was  at 
Silver  City  through  27  Dec  (ph.  KB),  and  an 
ad.  male  wintered  at  Las  Cruces  15  Dec-24 
Jan  (TL).  Lingering  Selasphorus  humming- 
birds believed  to  be  Rufous  were  singles  at  Sil- 
ver City  9 Dec  Q-  Bird)  and  Carlsbad 
Dec-mid-Jan  (SW)  and  4 at  Las  Cruces  20 
Dec  (fide  DG).  Rare  in  Doha  Ana,  a Red-head- 
ed Woodpecker  was  at  Las  Cruces  30  Jan-3 
Feb  (ph.  KS,  MS,  JZ).  A Gila  Woodpecker  was 
at  San  Simon  Cienega  18  Jan  (WH). 
Williamson’s  Sapsuckers  near  the  n.  edge  of 
the  winter  range  were  a male  at  Santa  Fe  20 
Dec  (ph.  M.  J.  Ellis)  and  another  at  Las  Vegas 
3 Jan  (LK).  An  imm.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
er  was  at  Percha  6-27  Dec  (MB,  NP,  JEP,  CL); 
undetailed  was  one  at  C.C.N.P.  21  Dec  (SW). 
A Downy  Woodpecker  was  s.  to  the  Ladder 
Ranch,  Siena  19  Dec  (WWe).  Single  male  Yel- 
low-shafted Flickers  were  w.  to  Santa  Fe,  one 
downtown  24  Dec  (L.  C.  Herrmann)  and  one 
near  the  race  track  18  Jan  (ph.  D.  J.  Williams); 
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One  of  three  found  in  New  Mexico  this  winter,  this  Broad- 
biiled  Hummingbird  was  near  Radium  Springs,  Doha  Ana 
County  all  season  (here  5 February  2009).  Photograph  by 
James  E.  labriskie. 

undetaileci  were  singles  at  Clayton  17  Dec 
(CR),  Loving  20  Dec  (CC),  and  C.C.N.P.  21 
Dec  (SW). 

A striking  example  of  the  effect  of  climate 
change  is  the  dramatically  increasing  pres- 
ence of  Empidonax  flycatchers  in  winter  in  s. 
New  Mexico;  this  season  produced  reports  of 
7 Hammond’s  at  five  locales,  9 Duskies  at  sev- 
en sites,  at  least  one  Gray,  and  3 unidentified 
empids.  Nicely  documented  was  a late  Ham- 
mond’s at  Albuquerque  12-14  Dec  (CB,  ph. 
MH,  MB,  NP);  other  Hammond’s,  all  in  the 
R.G.V,  were  singles  at  E.B.L.  Dam  30  Dec 
(ph.  DC)  and  Las  Palomas  20  Dec-16  Jan 
(DC),  an  undetailed  2 at  Ladder  Ranch  19 
Dec  (fide  WWe),  and  one  to  2 at  Percha  on 
multiple  dates  6 Dec-22  Feb  QEP,  NP,  ph.  DC, 

! CL,  BZ,  JL).  Dusky  Flycatchers  in  the  R.G.V 
I were:  a continuing  one  at  Bosque  5 Dec  QEP) 
and  31  Jan  (DH)  and  singles  at  Las  Palomas 
' 13  Feb  (DC),  Caballo  L.  1 1 Dec  (ph.  DC),  and 

I Percha  6 Dec-9  Jan  (JER  MB,  WWi,  ph.  DC); 
other  Duskies  were  one  near  Bill  Evans  L.  27 
Dec  (B.  Norris,  fide  RS),  2 in  Guadalupe 
Canyon  29  Dec  (NP)  and  one  there  2-4  Jan 
QEP,  NP),  and  2 at  R.S.  26  Dec  (CR,  SW).  A 
Gray  Flycatcher  was  at  R.S.  20  Feb  (SW),  and 
single  unidentified  empids  were  at  Bosque  31 
I Jan  (DH),  G.B.A.  2 Dec  (RS),  and  Tyrone  28 

i Dec  (EL).  A Black  Phoebe  was  late  at  Zuni  14 

j Dec  QT).  North  for  the  season  was  an  Eastern 
I Phoebe  at  Santa  Fe  1 Jan-1  Feb  (ph.  JB,  BF). 

Remarkably  late  was  a Cassin’s  Kingbird  at  Al- 
; buquerque  7 Dec  (CB). 

^ Northern  Shrike  enjoyed  another  strong 
season,  with  one  to  3 at  13  sites  in  Taos,  Col- 
; /ox.  Union.  Santa  Fe,  Mom,  San  Miguel,  Hard- 
ing, and  Quay.  Plumbeous  Vireo  is  another  in- 
creasing winterer;  this  season’s  singles  were  at 


Percha  6-22  Feb  OL,  JER  MB,  NP),  Mesilla 
Park  5 Jan  (ph.  KZ,  BZ),  and  Deming  22  Dec 
and  22  Feb  (LM).  Hutton’s  Vireo  was  con- 
spicuous in  the  Black  Range  throughout  the 
winter,  including  in  Chloride  Canyon  (DC), 
n.  of  Kingston  (ph.  DC),  and  s.  of  Hillsboro 
(ph.  DC).  Seven  American  Crows  were  in  the 
Cliff-Gila  Valley  27  Dec  (fide  RS),  where  now 
scarce;  high  count  was  3440  at  Las  Cruces  20 
Dec  (DG).  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
arrived  early,  with  2 at  Percha  8 Feb  QL),  4 at 
Mesilla  12  Feb  QD),  and  one  at  Tyrone  15  Feb 
(EL);  another  was  n.  to  Alameda  15  Feb  (ph. 
DK).  Five  Tree  Swallows  were  at 
Percha  1 Jan  QEP);  the  first  of 
spring  were  5 at  Radium  Springs 
13  Feb  (MS).  Late  was  a Barn 
Swallow  at  Caballo  L.  1-8  Dec 
(ph.  DC,  JEP);  the  earliest  was 
one  at  Leasburg  S.P.  7 Feb 
(WWi).  Single  heard-only  Thiy- 
omanes  wrens  giving  typical  Car- 
olina vocalizations  were  at  Percha 
6 Dec  (MB,  JEP)  and  s.  of  Radium 
Springs  Oct-10  Dec  (MS,  JZ),  but 
only  Bewick’s  were  seen  at  each 
location.  Detailed  Winter  Wrens, 
all  identified  as  “easterns,”  were 
singles  in  Zuni’s  upper  Mullen 
Canyon  12  Dec  (JT),  at  Galisteo  1 
Dec  QB),  Alameda  3-25  Jan  (ph. 

JJ),  Quarai  16  Feb  (DK),  and  Per- 
cha 6-7  Dec  (MB,  NP,  CW,  JEP);  undetailed 
were  singles  at  C.C.N.P.  21  Dec  (SW)  and 
Loving  20  Dec  (CC).  Late  for  the  far  n.  were 
one  to  2 Marsh  Wrens  at  Stubblefield  L.  21 
Dec  (WH,  DH).  A Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
was  singing  near  Emory  Pass  23  Feb  (JL). 

GNATCATCHERS 
THROUGH  TANAGERS 

First  found  in  New  Mexico’s  Guadalupe 
Canyon  in  2006,  Black-capped  Gnatcatcher 
appeared  there  in  force  this  season,  with  at 


Winter  records  of  Olive  Warbler  have  increased  in  New  Mex- 
ico in  recent  years.  This  season  brought  reports  of  several  in 
the  Black  Range  in  mid-January  2009  and  later,  including 
this  male  north  of  Kingston,  Sierra  County  31  January.  Pho- 
tograph by DavidJ.  Cleary. 


least  two  pairs  in  the  New  Mexico  portion  of 
the  canyon  and  another  pair  in  the  Arizona 
portion  29  Dec-6  Feb  (ph.  CW,  MB,  NP,  JEP, 
LM,  WH,  ph.  DK,  ph.  DC).  Resident  Black- 
tailed Gnatcatchers  were  found  across  the  s.  in 
Hidalgo,  Luna,  Doha  Ana,  and  Eddy,  and  n.  in 
the  R.G.V.  to  Socorro.  Evidence  continued  to 
accumulate  for  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  winter- 
ing in  New  Mexico,  but  the  lack  of  details  for 
many  reports  continued  to  cloud  the  issue,  in- 
cluding an  undetailed  one  n.  to  Farmington  in 
Dec  (fide  AN);  2 were  at  E.B.L.  7 Feb  QEP), 
and  singles  were  at  Caballo  Dam  6 Dec  (JER 


MB,  CW)  and  3 Jan  (JEP),  in  the  Peloncillo 
Mts.  28  Dec  (fide  TG),  and  in  Rattlesnake 
Canyon,  C.C.N.P  25  Jan  (SW);  at  least  8 were 
at  Las  Cruces  20  Dec  (DG).  Eastern  Bluebirds 
were  well  represented,  including  on  10 
C.B.C.s;  noteworthy  was  one  n.  to  Clayton  17 
Dec  (CR),  and  among  the  high  counts  were  40 
at  Corrales  Dec-Feb  (DK)  and  20  at  Aguirre 
Springs  5 Jan  (BZ);  in  the  west  were  2 at  Zuni 
14  Dec  (JT),  7 at  G.B.A.  12  Dec  and  4 there  30 
Jan  (RS),  8 at  Virden  31  Jan  (JEP,  MB),  and  13 
in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  28  Dec  (TG).  Western 
Bluebirds  were  notably  widespread  and  com- 
mon and  were  found  on  24  C.B.C.s;  the  high 
count  was  563  at  Silver  City  (R.  Metz).  Hermit 
Thrushes  at  the  n.  edge  of  the  winter  range 
were  singles  at  Farmington  20  Dec  (AN), 
Questa  28  Dec  (RW),  and  Paradise  Canyon 
near  Clayton  17  Dec  (DK).  A male  Varied 
Thrush  at  Zuni's  Blackrock  Arroyo  13  Dec 
(JT)  provided  a local  first.  Unexpected  in  win- 
ter, a Gray  Catbird  was  n.  to  Las  Vegas  3 Jan 
(LK).  A Brown  Thrasher  was  in  Paradise 
Canyon  near  Clayton  17  Dec  (DK);  remark- 
able were  7 at  C.C.N.P  21  Dec  (SW).  Curve- 
billed  Thrashers  on  their  n.  frontier  included 
singles  at  Zuni’s  Blackrock  Dam  12  Dec  (JT), 
Orilla  Verde  20  Dec  (RW),  and  Dixon  15  Dec 
(RT).  Single  Sprague’s  Pipits  were  detected  in 


First  found  in  New  Mexico  only  in  2006,  the  winter  of  2008-2009  produced 
at  least  two  pairs  of  Black-capped  Gnatcatchers  in  Guadalupe  Canyon, 
Hidalgo  County  from  29  December  2008  (here,  a male)  through  the  season. 
Photograph  by  Cole  J.  Wolf. 
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Perhaps  the  first  of  its  subspecies  to  be  verified  in  New 


Mexico,  this  Yellow  Palm  Warbler  (subspecies  hypochrysea] 
lingered  at  Percha  Dam  State  Park  from  6 January  2009 
(here)  through  the  season.  Photograph  by  Kevin  J.  Zimmer. 

grasslands  at  Sevilleta  N.W.R.  19  Dec  (WH), 
Ladder  Ranch  19  Dec  (WWe),  and  near  Her- 
manas  30  Jan  (MB,  JER  WWi).  Moderate 
numbers  of  Cedar  Waxwings  lingered  through 
Dec,  including  234  at  Albuquerque  14  Dec 
(HS);  among  the  fewjan  reports  were  8 at  Per- 
cha 6 Jan  (BZ)  and  one  at  Hanover,  Grant  10 
Jan  (ph.  J.  Rogers). 

Olive  Warblers  were  found  wintering  at 
three  Black  Range  sites:  a male  in  Chloride 
Canyon  18  Feb  (ph.  DC),  up  to  5 n.  of 
Kingston  14  Jan-28  Feb  (ph.  DC),  and  2 at 
Emory  Pass  23  Feb  (JL).  Orange-crowned 
Warbler  has  become  regular  in  winter  in  the 
south;  this  season  produced  singles  at  Percha 
17  Jan  (JEP)  and  22  Feb  (MB,  NP),  Radium 
Springs  22  Dec  and  later  (MS,  JZ),  Carlsbad  2 
Jan  (SW),  Loving  20  Dec  (CR),  and  Eunice  21 
Feb  (CW),  plus  7 at  Las  Cruces  20  Dec  (DG); 
n.  was  one  at  Madrid  1 Dec  (L.  Sager).  On  the 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler  front,  Myrtles  out- 
numbered Audubon’s  13  to  7 in  the  Aval- 
on-Brantley  area  23  Dec  (T.  J.  Hines),  16  to  7 
at  Loving  20  Dec  (CC),  and  8 to  3 at  Zuni  14 
Dec  QT).  Very  late  or  wintering  was  a male 
Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  in  Guadalupe 
Canyon  2 Jan  0EP)i  3 males  were  in  the  Ari- 
zona portion  of  the  canyon  17  Jan  (DK).  A 
singing  male  Pine  Warbler  brightened  the 
Eunice  cemetery  16-23  Feb  (ph.  MH,  PM,  ph. 
CW,  WWi).  A well-documented  Yellow  Palm 
Warbler  at  Percha  6-17  Jan  (ph.  KZ,  BZ,  JEP, 
WWi)  may  be  the  first  Palm  Warbler  of  the 
hypochrysea  subspecies  confirmed  in  New 
Mexico.  Unexpected  in  winter,  an  Ovenbird 
was  at  Albuquerque  26  Dec-4  Jan  (CB,  ph. 
MH,  JEP,  HS).  A Common  Yellowthroat  was 
n.  to  Alameda  1-25  Jan  (CR,  WH,  D.  Paez). 
Providing  another  hrst  for  New  Mexico  was 


an  overdue  Rufous-capped  Warbler  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  2 Jan-12  Feb  QER  m.ob., 
ph.  JB,  ph.  CW,  ph.  DK,  ph.  JO,  ph.  A.  Gor- 
bet).  Late  was  a Western  Tanager  at  Caballo 
Dam  6 Dec  (MB,  NP,  CW,  JEP). 

TOWHEES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A high  count  of  254  Green-tailed  Towhees 
came  from  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  28  Dec  (TG). 
Notable  counts  of  Abert’s  Towhees  were  10  in 
Nichols  Canyon,  Grant  24  Feb  (RS),  9 at  Re- 
drock  28  Jan  (RS),  6 at  Virden  31  Jan  (JEP, 
MB),  and  5 at  San  Simon  Cienega  18  Jan 
(WH).  An  American  Tree  Sparrow  was  s.  to 
Alameda  15  Feb  (DK).  Chipping 
Sparrows  are  unusual  in  the  n.  half 
of  New  Mexico  in  winter,  so  note- 
worthy were  well-seen  individuals  at 
Albuquerque  14  Dec  (DM)  and  San- 
dia  Park  26  Dec  (B.  A.  Poulsen);  un- 
detailed reports  from  farther  n.,  such 
as  on  C.B.C.s,  require  verification.  A 
banner  Field  Sparrow  season  found 
one  w.  to  Alameda  1-25  Jan  (CR,  ph. 

WH,  ph.  CW,  m.ob.);  in  the  ne.  were 
2 each  at  Clayton  L.  17  Dec  (DK,  JR) 
and  Seneca  Cr,  Union  3 Jan  (MB,  A. 

B.  Johnson),  and  in  the  se.  were  up 
to  4 at  Eunice  27  Dec-21  Feb  (PM, 

CW)  and  6 at  C.C.N.P.  21  Dec  (SW). 

Credible  Lark  Sparrows  were  one  at  San  Si- 
mon Cienega  18  Jan  (WH),  2 in  the  middle 
Animas  Valley  28  Dec  (AC,  NM-C),  and  one  at 
Clanton  Cienega  16  Feb  (AC,  NM-C).  Unusu- 
al was  a Savannah  Sparrow  n.  to  Clayton  17 
Dec  (CR).  Baird’s  Sparrows  reports  included  2 
at  Ladder  Ranch  19  Dec  (WWe),  one  at  Las 
Cruces  20  Dec  (DG),  and  4 near  Hermanas  17 
Feb  OP)-  A solid  Fox  Sparrow  season  pro- 
duced single  red  ones  at  Zuni  14  Dec  0T)> 
Alameda  15  Feb  (DK),  Luis  Lopez  21-30  Jan 
(ph.  JO),  and  Las  Palomas  17-20  Dec  (ph.  JB, 


Far  west  of  expected,  this  Field  Sparrow  was  at  Albu- 
querque's Alameda  bridge,  Bernaiillo  County,  New  Mexico 
1-25  (here  9)  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Cole  J.  Wolf. 


ph.  DC)  and  single  gray  ones  in  the  Sandia 
Mts.  26  Dec  (R.  K.  Hoppe),  Miner’s  Canyon, 
Peloncillo  Mts.  28  Dec  (MB,  NP,  CW), 
Guadalupe  Canyon  17  Jan  (DK,  ’WH),  and  Eu- 
nice 21-24  Feb  (ph.  CW,  WWi).  Single  Lin- 
coln’s Sparrows  lingered  n.  at  Clayton  17  Dec 
(CR),  Espanola  28  Dec  (BF),  and  Corrales  27 
Dec  (DK).  Noteworthy  Swamp  Sparrows  were 
singles  n.  to  the  Dry  Cimarron  R.  16  Dec  (DK, 
JR),  Ute  L.  16  Jan  OEP),  Alameda  1 Jan  (WH, 
CR),  Quarai  16  Feb  (DK),  and  Clanton  Ciene- 
ga 27  Feb  (NM-C).  Noteworthy  for  Lea,  an  ad. 
Harris’s  Sparrow  was  at  Eunice  13  Dec-21  Feb 
(ph.  PM,  JO),  and  an  imm.  was  there  16-24 


Feb  (ph.  MH,  ph.  CW,  SW,  WWi);  another  was 
in  the  Caballo  area  27  Dec  QD)-  Dark-lored 
White-crowned  Sparrows,  unexpected  in  win- 
ter, were  one  at  Buckman,  Santa  Fe  7 Dec  (ph. 
JB)  and  2 at  Percha  20  Dec  (JB).  An  ad.  Gold- 
en-crowned Sparrow  was  at  Alameda  4 
Dec-13  Feb  (CH,  DM,  m.ob.,  ph.  CW),  and 
an  imm.  was  at  Bear  Canyon  L.  23  Feb  (ph.  J. 
Rogers).  The  high  count  for  Slate-colored  Jun- 
cos  was  50  at  Clayton  17  Dec  (CR,  DK,  JR), 
and  23  were  along  the  Dry  Cimarron  R.  16 
Dec  (DK,  JR).  A remarkable  concentration  of 
some  600  McCown’s  Longspurs  was  near  Clo- 
vis 14  Dec  (CR).  Lapland  Longspur  continued 
its  impressive  increasing  trend,  including  263 
at  Clayton  17  Dec  (CR,  DK,  JR);  in  Colfax, 
there  were  8 at  Springer  L.  29  Dec  (ph  NH, 
CB),  80  near  Dorsey  L.  11  Jan  OEP),  and  40 
se.  of  Springer  L.  11  Jan  OEP);  a male  was  far 
s.  to  Las  Cruces  13-15  Dec  (R.  Ketchum). 
Noteworthy  for  Santa  Fe  were  50  Chestnut- 
collared  Longspurs  near  Stanley  8 Feb  (CR); 
the  high  count  was  740  foraging  under  open 
saltcedar  at  E.B.L.  11  Jan  (DH).  A Snow 
Bunting  at  Stubblefield  L.  15-21  Dec  (ph.  DK, 
JR,  JEP,  ph.  MH,  ph.  CW,  NP,  ph.  MB,  ph.  JB, 
ph.  JO,  ph.  WH)  provided  the  state’s  first  since 
1991  and  only  the  2nd  to  be  confirmed,  the 
first  being  an  1886  specimen.  A Northern  Car- 
dinal wandered  to  San  Simon  Cienega  18  Jan 
(WH).  A male  Black-headed  Grosbeak  was 


Rare  in  New  Mexico,  this  singing  male  Pine  Warbler  was  seemingly  at 
home  in  the  Eunice  cemetery,  Lea  County  1 6-23  (here  21 ) February  2009. 
Photograph  by  Cole  J.  Wolf 
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late  at  a Silver  City  feeder  5 Dec  (E.  Halbedel). 

Noteworthy  for  winter  was  a Common 
Crackle  in  Albuquerque’s  South  Valley  10-25 
Jan  (ph.  JJ,JEP);  reports  of  large  numbers  far- 
ther n.  were  undetailed  and  require  confirma- 
tion. Remarkable  if  accurate,  an  undetailed 
Scott’s  Oriole  was  at  Las  Cruces  in  Dec  (fide 
DC).  Through  Feb,  269  rosy-finches  had  been 
banded  at  Sandia  Crest  this  season,  62% 
Brown-cappeds,  23%  Blacks,  and  15%  Gray- 
crowneds;  recaptures  included  birds  banded 
up  to  three  years  ago  (N.  63:  S.  Cox  et  al). 
Cassin's  Finch  was  notably  scarce  and  largely 
restricted  to  n.  mountains;  s.  were  2 in  Water 
Canyon  1 Jan  (CW),  4 near  Kingston  13  Jan 
(ph.  DC),  6 at  Silver  City  18  Feb  (EL),  and  3 
at  Tyrone  22  Feb  (EL).  Red  Crossbill  was  sim- 


ilarly scarce  and  restricted,  with  34  in  the  San- 
dia Mts.  26  Dec  (N.  Vaughn)  the  high  count. 
Evening  Grosbeak  was  practically  non-exis- 
tent, with  small  numbers  at  four  Sangre  de 
Cristo  Mts.  sites  providing  the  only  reports. 

Initialed  observers:  Bob  Barber,  Jonathan 
Batkin,  Matt  Baumann,  David  Beatty,  Karen 
Beckenbach,  Celestyn  Brozek,  David  Cleary, 
Alan  Craig,  Craig  Cranston,  Robert  Doster, 
John  Douglas,  Bernard  Foy,  Tony  Godfrey,  Re- 
becca Gracey,  David  Griffin,  David 
Hawksworth,  Chuck  Hayes,  Nancy  Hetrick, 
Michael  Hilchey,  William  Howe,  James 
Joseph,  Lea  Knutson,  David  Krueper,  Joe 
LaFleur,  Tim  Lawton,  Eugene  Lewis,  Carl 
Lundblad,  Larry  Malone,  Pat  McCasland, 


David  Mehlman,  Narca  Moore-Craig,  Alan 
Nelson,  Jerry  Oldenettel,  John  E.  Parmeter, 
James  N.  Paton,  Nicholas  Pederson,  Brandon 
Percival,  John  Puschock,  Christopher  Rustay, 
Janet  Ruth,  Jeff  Sanchez,  Hart  Schwarz,  Mat- 
ey Scott,  Roland  Shook,  James  P.  Smith,  Ken 
Stinnett,  Nancy  Stotz,  Robert  Templeton, 
John  Trochet,  Mark  Watson,  Robert  Weber, 
Steve  West,  William  West,  William  Wittman, 
Cole  Wolf,  James  Zabriskie,  Barry  Zimmer, 
Kevin  Zimmer.  ^ 
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Increased  numbers  of  several  generally 
sparse  wintering  species,  particularly  tan- 
agers  and  orioles,  were  notable.  Rarity 
highlights  included  the  continuing  Sinaloa 
Wren,  Arizona’s  third  Blue  Mockingbird,  and 
j a pair  Rufous-capped  Warblers,  plus  first  win- 
i ter  records  of  Blackburnian  Warbler  and  Ken- 
j tucky  Warbler. 

' Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Commit- 
tee), B.T.A.  (Boyce  Thompson  Arboretum), 
B.W.D.  (Bill  Williams  Delta,  L.  Havasu),  G.W.R. 
(Gilbert  Water  Ranch),  H.R.P.  (Hassayampa 
River  Preserve),  L.C.R.V.  (lower  Colorado  R. 
valley),  Sweetwater  (Sweetwater  Wetlands, 
Tucson),  Whitewater  (Whitewater  Draw  W.A.) 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Among  the  larger  winter  concentrations  in 
recent  years,  up  to  9 Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  at  Page  S.T.P.  4-7  Jan  (P.  Talbott, 
JS).  Six  more  in  total  were  reported  from  scat- 
tered locations.  An  apparent  dark-morph  Juv. 
Ross’s  Goose  was  along  the  Colorado  R.  near 
Blythe  25  Jan  (vt.  R.  Higson).  Tundra  Swans 
were  widely  reported,  with  one  at  Benson  28 
Dec-4  Jan  (ph.  MMS,  MP),  3 at  Havasu 
N.W.R.  29  Dec  (DD),  one  at  Page  S.T.P.  5-17 
Jan  QS,  CL),  4 at  Apache  Station  W.A.  13 
Jan-1  Mar  (V.  MacKinnon,  ph.  CVC),  one  at 
Willow  L.  14  Jan-21  Feb  (S.  Burk  et  al),  7 at 
Camp  Verde  19  Feb  (ph.  J.  O’Callahan),  one 
a Nutrioso  20  Feb  (EH),  and  a swan  uniden- 
tified to  species  at  Lee’s  Ferry  22  Jan  (B.  Burg- 
er,/ide  TC).  Eurasian  Wigeon  is  a rare  winter 
visitor,  with  most  reports  from  greater 
Phoenix;  up  to  2 were  in  Scottsdale  20 
Dec-13  Feb  (ph.  PD),  one  was  at  Page  S.T.P. 
5-7  Jan  (JS,  CL),  one  was  at  Bullhead  City  16 
Jan  (ph.  MMS,  MP),  and  one  was  at  Flagstaff 
26  Jan-6  Feb  Q-  Logan,  ph.  B.  Hart);  all  were 
males.  Blue-winged  Teal  wintered  in  numbers 
in  Tucson  again,  with  up  to  30  at  Sweetwater 
(DVP,  m.ob.)  For  only  the  2nd  time  in  Ari- 
zona, a Eurasian  Teal  was  photographed,  at 
Tempe  Town  L.  9 Jan-1  Mar  (M.  Scott;  ph., 
TPD);  it  may  have  been  the  same  male  that 
was  present  at  Gilbert  in  Mar  2008.  In  the 
L.C.R.V,  Greater  Scaup  numbers  were  higher 
than  in  the  past,  with  up  to  35  at  B.W.D.  2-7 
Dec  (DVP,  LHa  et  al.)  and  others  scattered 
through  the  area.  In  Glen  Canyon,  where 
they  are  more  common,  78  were  found  5 Jan 
QC).  Away  from  the  Colorado  R.,  reports  in- 
cluded up  to  3 at  Green  Valley  4-30  Dec 


(MMS,  ph.  LH),  one  on  Papago  Tank  near 
Ruby  15  Dec  0-  Gilligan,  ph.  AC),  one  at 
Tempe  27  Dec  (ph.  PD),  2 at  Amado  1 Jan 
(MM),  one  at  Gila  Bend  2 Jan  (CB,  SS),  one 
at  Kearny  L.  3-10  Jan  (RH,  ph.  MMS),  and 
one  at  Sunsites  13  Feb  (P  Salomon).  All  three 
scoters  were  reported  in  above-average  num- 
bers, mostly  from  the  L.C.R.V:  up  to  5 Surf 
Scoters  were  at  B.W.D.  2-7  Dec  (LHa,  DVP), 
up  to  4 more  were  at  Lake  Havasu  City  3-7 
Dec  (LHa,  DVP,  PEL,  BC),  one  was  on  Patag- 
onia L.  18  Dec  (MB),  and  one  was  at  B.W.D. 
14  Jan  (J.  Richmond).  Single  White-winged 
Scoters  were  at  Parker  Dam  30  Dec-7  Jan 
(PN),  Kearny  L.  2-9  Jan  (PN,  ph.  BGr),  and 
Pinetop  11  Jan  (D.  Cagle,  S.  Sitko).  Remain- 
ing from  fall,  the  single  Black  Scoters  contin- 
ued at  Lake  Havasu  City  through  7 Dec 
(TLHa,  DVP)  and  at  Parker  Dam  through  3 
Dec  (ph.,  tDVP;  ph.  LHa).  Additionally,  one 
was  at  B.W.D.  3-7  Dec  (tLHa,  DVP),  with  a 
report  of  2 there  6 Dec  (tCB).  Long-tailed 
Duck,  rare  but  regular  in  winter,  mostly  on 
the  Colorado  R.,  was  reported  from  Lake 
Havasu  City  3 Dec  (LHa,  DVP),  Glen  Canyon 
5 Jan  (JC),  and  Holbrook  15  Feb-27  Mar  (ph. 
EH).  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  returned  to  Parker 
Dam  by  23  Nov  (M.  Baker)  and  peaked  at  10 
there  3 Dec  (LHa,  DVP),  while  several  were 
reported  on  the  nearby  B.W.D.  all  winter.  In 
Glen  Canyon,  35  were  present  5 Jan  (JC), 
and  at  Davis  Dam,  4 were  present  16  Jan 
(MMS,  MP,  DD).  Red-breasted  Merganser  is 
rare  away  from  the  L.C.R.V;  the  only  one  re- 
ported was  at  Whitewater  15  Dec  (EW). 

The  2 out-of-place  Wild  Turkeys  at  B.T.A. 
continued  into  spring  (m.ob.),  another  was 
near  Ashdale  1 Jan  (TC),  and  one  trumped 
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them  all  by  appearing  in  a superstore  park- 
ing lot  in  Douglas  19  Jan  (H.  Snyder).  Recent 
breeding  success  of  Montezuma  Quail  was 
reflected  in  the  high  count  of  268  on  the 
Atascosa  Highlands  C.B.C.  15  Dec  (fide  RH). 
The  recent  increase  in  winter  reports  of  Red- 
throated  Loons  continued,  with  individuals 
at  Willcox  8 Dec  (ph.  SH)  and  Roosevelt  L. 
19  Jan  (ph.  TC).  Pacific  Loons  were  also 
more  numerous  than  usual,  with  singles  at 
Tucson  18-30  Dec  (D.  West,  MMS,  ph.  AC), 


Scottsdale  25  Dec-10  Jan  (C.  Kirscher,  ph. 
PD),  and  likely  the  same  bird  at  nearby 
Tempe  Town  L.  11  Jan-1  Feb  (P.  Moulton, 
ph.  MMo).  On  the  L.C.R.V,  where  they  are 
more  regular,  a high  count  of  7 was  noted  at 
B.W.D.  28  Feb  (CB,  SSt).  Common  Loons  are 
rare  away  from  the  L.C.R.V;  singles  were  at 
Tempe  Town  L.  24-26  Jan  (ph.  J.  McKay)  and 
Watson  L.  through  5 Dec  (m.ob.).  A Yellow- 
billed Loon  reported  above  Parker  Dam  30 
Dec  (tPN)  will  be  reviewed  by  the  A.B.C.  A 
distant  Red-necked  Grebe  on  L.  Mohave  12 
Dec  (ph.,  tC.  Lundblad)  was  reported  in 
both  Arizona  and  Nevada.  The  Brown  Peli- 
can event  that  began  in  late  fall  continued, 
with  widespread  sightings  totaling  as  many 
as  30  individuals  1 Dec-21  Feb.  Highlights 
were  11  on  the  Martinez  Lake  C.B.C.  20  Dec 
(fide  HD),  2 n.  to  Goldwater  L.  14  Dec  (ph. 
M.  Reigner),  and  one  e.  to  Whitewater  21 
Feb  (S.  Williamson).  An  ad.  Neotropic  Cor- 
morant at  B.W.D.  3 Dec  (LHa,  ph.  DVP)  was 


casual  in  the  L.C.R.V.  Two  observed  carrying 
nesting  material  in  Chandler  17  Jan  (TC) 
was  among  the  few  recorded  nesting  at- 
tempts by  this  species  in  the  state.  American 
Bittern  is  rare  away  from  the  L.C.R.V,  so  2 
along  the  Gila  R.  near  Buckeye  30  Dec  (TC) 
were  of  interest.  A juv.  Reddish  Egret  was  ca- 
sual in  Chandler  27  Dec-19  Jan  (ph.  D. 
Clark)  and  may  have  been  the  same  one  that 
appeared  at  Gillespie  Dam  30-31  Jan  (TC). 
White-faced  Ibis  wintered  in  numbers  again 


in  the  Arlington  Valley,  with  100  tallied  20 
Dec  (MH)  increasing  to  250  on  13  Feb  (J. 
Lawrence).  Black  Vultures  again  wintered  in 
the  Phoenix  valley,  with  a top  count  of  113 
on  21  Dec  (T.  Hildebrant, /idc  JW).  On  the 
Santa  Cruz  Flats  survey,  82  were  found  17 
Jan  (fide  DJ),  and  7 were  e.  to  Douglas  again 
6 Feb  (MP  et  al).  Turkey  Vultures  found 
away  from  their  usual  winter  range  included 
singles  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats  17  Jan  (DJ),  at 
Sierra  Vista  20  Jan  (SH),  and  in  the  Avra  Val- 
ley 24  Jan  (PK).  Early  migrant  Turkey  Vul- 
tures were  at  B.T.A.  16-17  Feb  (R  Wolter- 
beck)  and  Sweetwater  17  Feb  QBo)- 

KITES  THROUGH  SAPSUCKERS 

White-tailed  Kites  were  widely  reported 
again,  including  a count  of  8 in  the  Santa 
Cruz  Flats  17  Jan  (fide  DJ).  One  found  out- 
side Bylas,  Graham  22  Feb  (TC  et  al.)  was  un- 
usual. Harris’s  Hawks  are  seldom  found  wan- 
dering out  of  habitat,  so  one  at  Ft.  Huachuca 


21  Feb  (R65:  RT)  was  notable.  The  status  of 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  in  the  state  remains  in 
flux,  with  only  one  or  2 resident  birds  (at 
H.R.P.)  and  casual  occurrences  elsewhere. 
One  was  reported  in  the  Prescott  area  through 
3 Jan  (CST),  and  one  was  s.  of  Parker  7 Dec 
(PEL).  After  recent  winters  with  multiple 
Gray  Hawks,  the  only  report  this  season  was 
of  one  at  Amado  4 Jan  and  26  Feb  (MM).  The 
Tucson  Short-tailed  Hawk  continued  all  sea- 
son (m.  ob.).  Wintering  Zone-tailed  Hawk 
numbers  also  dropped  to  one,  in  the  Scotts- 
dale/Phoenix area  26  Dec-16  Jan  (ph.  T. 
Loomis,  H.  Hicks,  Jide  TC).  Reports  of  wan- 
dering Crested  Caracaras  continued  to  accu- 
mulate. The  Santa  Cruz  Flats  survey  reported 
13  on  17  Jan  (fide  DJ).  Elsewhere,  singles 
were  at  Warsaw  Canyon  15  Dec  (R.  Wright, 
M.  Weinholt),  Rio  Rico  18  Dec  Q.  Ham- 
mond), nearby  Nogales  S.T.R  20  Dec  (S.  Car- 
nahan), Benson  4 Jan  (L.  Epstein,  R.  Palmer), 
Arivaca  6 Jan  (D.  Benz,  ph.  C.  O’Byrne),  the 
Sulphur  Springs  Valley  16  Jan  (T.  Leskiew) 
and  19  Feb  (MA),  and  s.  of  Tucson  24-28  Jan 
(J.  D.  Mohlmann).  Sandhill  Cranes  are  sel- 
dom encountered  away  from  the  Sulphur 
Springs  Valley,  L.C.R.V,  and,  more  recently, 
the  Arlington  Valley.  A flock  of  40  flew  past 
multiple  surprised  parties  in  Dudleyville  3 Jan 
(M.  Jackson,  RH),  and  365  were  near  Duncan 
21  Feb  (fide  TC).  The  Sulphur  Springs  Valley 
survey  in  Jan  reported  28,814  (Arizona  De- 
partment of  Game  and  Fish),  down  about 
8000  from  last  year,  while  the  maximum 
count  in  the  Arlington  Valley  was  450  on  1 1 
Jan  (MH). 

The  only  reports  of  Mountain  Plover  came 
from  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats,  where  the  high 
count  was  125  on  19  Jan  (D.  Pearson).  Amer- 
ican Avocet  is  rare  in  winter  in  the  L.C.R.V;  2 
were  at  Lake  Havasu  City  6 Dec  (BC,  SSt), 
and  several  were  near  Yuma  17  Dec  (PEL). 
The  first  migrant  avocets  arrived  early  at 
Whitewater  18  Feb  (B.  Postmus).  The  North- 
ern Jagana  at  Casa  Grande  was  not  reported 
after  18  Dec  (m.ob.).  Greater  Yellowlegs  win- 
ter in  s.  Arizona,  typically  in  small  numbers. 
Notable  concentrations  this  winter  were  67  in 
a field  near  Poston  6 Dec  (PEL,  BC)  and  more 
than  150  together  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats  19 
Jan  (R.  Eastman).  Lesser  Yellowlegs  is  sparse 
in  winter;  one  was  at  G.W.R.  5 Jan  (MMo),  2 
were  at  Goodyear  31  Jan  (TC),  and  one  was  in 
Dome  Valley  8 Feb  (PEL,  D.  Lovich).  Western 
Sandpiper  is  equally  sparse  after  Dec,  so  4 in 
Dome  Valley  8 Feb  (PEL,  D.  Lovitch)  were 
notable.  Dunlin  is  a rare  winter  visitor,  with  4 
reported.  For  the  2nd  winter  in  a row,  a Ruff 
was  found,  this  time  in  Glendale  13  Feb  (ph. 
R.  Witzeman).  The  only  Red  Phalarope  was  at 
Amado  18-20  Dec  (S.  Carnahan,  ph.  LH),  and 


This  Eurasian  Teal  (on  right;  the  Old  World  subspecies  of  Green-winged  Teal)  was  found  by  Myron  Scott  on  9 (here  10)  January 
2008  at  Tempe  Town  Lake.  This  represents  only  a second  record  of  this  subspecies  from  Arizona.  Photograph  by  Pierre  Deviche. 
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the  only  Heermanns  Gull  was  an  ad.  at  Park- 
er Canyon  L.  22  Feb  (R.  Baxter).  A Herring 
Gull  was  a good  find  at  San  Carlos  L.  1 Feb 
(K.  Kamper,  DJ);  the  species  is  rare  away  from 
the  L.C.R.V 

Ruddy  Ground-Doves  numbers  remained 
diminished,  with  one  at  Whitewater  7 Dec 
(ph.  R.  Darby),  up  to  9 in  an  Avondale  corral 
4 Jan-23  Feb  Q-  Arnett,  C.  Eberly,  TC),  and 
2 at  Slaughter  Ranch  5 Feb-r  (ph.  MMo). 
With  numbers  declining  and  most  of  the  re- 
maining birds  in  restricted-access  areas,  re- 
ports of  single  Ferruginous  Pygmy-Owls 
from  Organ  Pipe  Cactus  N.M.  19  Feb  (WG) 
and  the  Barry  Goldwater  Air  Force  Range  23 
Feb  (fide  WG)  were  welcome.  A Long-eared 
Owl  was  an  unusual  find  in  Glen  Canyon  5 
Jan  OC);  just  3 were  reported  in  s.  Arizona. 
Short-eared  Owls  were  also  sparsely  report- 
ed, with  only  3 in  s.  Arizona.  Up  to  6 Lesser 
Nighthawks  lingered  in  greater  Phoenix  into 
late  Dec,  when  casual  (m.ob.).  The  Broad- 
billed Hummingbird  that  strayed  n.  to  King- 
man  in  the  fall  remained  until  14  Dec  (J. 
Porter).  A Broad-billed  on  a nest  in  Tucson 
23  Feb  (ph.  JY)  was  weeks  earlier  than  pre- 
vious reports.  Non-overlapping  reports  of  a 
Violet-crowned  Hummingbird  at  five  scat- 
tered Tucson  locations  2 Dec-19  Jan  suggest- 
ed more  than  one  bird  (m.ob.).  A Magnih- 
cent  Hummingbird  at  feeders  near  Roosevelt 
L.  13  Dec-13  Jan  (L.  Battraw,  J.  Estis)  was 
unusual  in  the  desert.  Casual  in  winter,  a 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  was  in  Miller 
I Canyon  until  at  least  9 Jan  (T.  Beatty).  The 
- first  migrant  Broad-tailed  appeared  in  Para- 
dise on  the  early  side  22  Feb  0-  Lewis),  with 
several  more  in  se.  Arizona  in  following 
' days.  Similarly,  a Rufous  Hummingbird  was 
in  Portal  11  Dec  (T.  Godfrey),  and  the  first 
migrant  was  reported  9 Feb  in  Yuma  (HD), 
I which  was  notably  early  there.  Continuing 
recent  trends,  there  were  many  reports  of  El- 
egant Trogons  in  se.  Arizona  this  winter, 
vHth  9 reported  in  Dec,  an  additional  5 in 
Jan,  and  4 more  in  Feb.  Notable  among  them 
were  2 at  high  elevation  in  Sawmill  Canyon 
20  Jan  (SH).  Green  Kingfisher  remains 
sparse,  with  reports  of  one  below  Patagonia 
L.  18  Dec  (B.  Adler)  and  above  the  lake  26 
Jan-20  Feb  (B.  Adler,  ph.  B.  Starks).  Rare 
winter  visitors,  single  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
suckers  were  reported  from  Patagonia  3-14 
Dec  (B.  Stocku,  WR),  upper  Camp  Cr.  2 Jan 
(TC),  and  Betty’s  Kitchen  16  Feb-14  Mar  (C. 
Lundblad).  The  Red-breasted  Sapsucker 
from  fall  at  Goldwater  L.  was  present 
! through  10  Mar.  Sapsuckers  thought  to  be 
Red-breasted  but  displaying  odd  plumage 
were  at  Sycamore  Canyon,  Santa  Cruz  15 
Dec  (DS)  and  Camp  Cr.  2 Jan  (ph.  TC). 
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FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A scattering  of  Northern  Beardless-Tyran- 
nulets  was  reported  from  several  se.  Arizona 
locations;  this  species  is  a rare  winter  resident 
but  is  perhaps  increasing  and  should  be  mon- 
itored. Two  Greater  Pewees,  a rare  but  regular 
early  winter  visitor,  were  found,  one  in 
Madera  Canyon  4 Dec  (LH)  and  one  in  ne. 
Tucson  20  Dec  (B.  Nicholas).  The  Least  Fly- 
catcher found  at  Wellton  during  the  fall  was 
last  reported  5 Feb  (K.  Hochgraf;  m.ob.). 
Hammond’s  Flycatcher  is  a not-uncommon 
winter  resident  along  riparian  corridors  in  the 
se.  portion  of  the  state,  but  one  at  Granite 
Basin  3 Dec  (CST)  and  one  along  the  Verde  R. 
near  Ft.  McDowell  15  Dec  (TC)  were  both 
well  n.  of  areas  of  normal  occurrence  in  the 
state  at  this  season.  A silent  Pacific- 
slope/Cordilleran  Flycatcher  was  reported 
along  Sonoita  Cr.  near  Patagonia  14  Dec  (DS); 
winter  reports  are  assumed  to  be  Pacific- 
slopes,  as  opposed  to  Cordillerans,  based  in 
part  on  historic  specimen  data,  but  non-call- 
ing individuals  are  not  identifiable  to  species. 
Nine  Eastern  Phoebes,  a greater  number  than 
usual  for  a single  winter  season,  were  report- 
ed in  s.  Arizona;  this  species  continues  to  be  a 
rare  but  regular  winter  visitor.  An  Ash-throat- 
ed Flycatcher  along  the  Agua  Fria  R.  s.  of 
Bloody  Basin  RcL,  Yavapai  28  Dec  (M. 
Nicosia)  was  n.  of  usual  winter  distribution  in 
the  state.  Cassin's  Kingbirds  are  known  to 
linger  in  s.  Arizona  through  Dec  and  into  ear- 
ly winter,  but  a single  flock  of  16  at  Papago 
Tank  in  the  Atascosa  Mts.  15  Dec  (AC,  J. 
Gilligan)  was  astonishing.  The  long-returning 
Thick-billed  Kingbird  at  Yuma  Main  Drain 
that  was  located  again  last  fall  successfully 
wintered,  again. 

Single  Northern  Shrikes  were  found  at  Wik- 
iup  Draw,  Yavapai  1-11  Jan  (T.  Linda,  B.  Hart, 
T.  Blows;  ph.  C.  Sanderson)  and  at  Mormon  L. 
3 Feb  (ph.  EH);  this  species  is  a rare  but  irreg- 
ular winter  visitor  in  the  n.  portion  of  the 
state.  Providing  one  of  the  few  winter  season 
reports  for  the  state,  a White-eyed  Vireo  was  at 
Patagonia  L.  3 Dec  (ph.  B.  & 1.  Prather;  ph.  D. 
Hill;  M.  Hill).  A Bell’s  Vireo  returned  for  the 
3rd  winter  in  a row  at  G.W.R.  11  Nov-2  Mar 
(PM  et  al);  another  was  discovered  at  Cibola 
N.W.R.  during  the  fall  and  remained  present 
there  until  at  least  2 Mar  (C.  Dodge);  and  an- 
other was  at  Pintail  Slough,  L.C.R.V.  8 Dec 
(PEL,  BC);  Bell’s  Vireo  is  considered  casual 
anywhere  in  the  state  during  the  winter  sea- 
son. Single  Cassin’s  Vireos  were  at  Clarkdale, 
Yavapai  15  Dec  (RR)  and  at  Yuma  3 Jan  (HD); 
this  species  is  considered  casual  at  both  these 
locations.  A Warbling  Vireo  at  Yuma  20  Feb 
(A.  & H.  Borgardt,  Jide  HD)  provided  the  ear- 
liest spring  migrant  in  the  L.C.R.V. 


Late  single  Tree  Swallows  lingered  at  Ama- 
do  16  Dec  (DT)  and  along  the  Gila  R.  on  the 
Tres  Rios  C.B.C.  21  Dec  (DP);  this  species  is 
extremely  rare  and  irregular  during  the  winter 
season  away  from  the  L.C.R.V  Small  numbers 
of  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows,  casual 
in  the  state  during  winter,  were  reported  at 
several  s.  Arizona  locations  during  Dec  and 
Jan,  About  a week  earlier  than  usual,  3 Cliff 
Swallows  were  at  Gillespie  Dam  3 Feb  (PEL). 
Small  numbers  of  Barn  Swallows,  also  casual 
in  the  state  during  winter,  were  also  reported 
during  much  of  Dec  and  into  Jan  (m.ob.). 

The  astounding  first  North  American 
record  of  Sinaloa  Wren  that  was  located 
along  Sonoita  Cr.  at  Patagonia  during  the 
fall  season  last  year  (25  Aug)  was  present 
there  throughout  the  winter.  Winter  Wren 
has  proven  to  be  a rare  but  regular  winter 
visitor  throughout  cen.  and  s.  Arizona,  but 
little  attention  was  previously  paid  to  the 
different  types  of  Winter  Wrens  that  oc- 
curred (eastern  versus  western  subspecies 
groups).  Given  the  recent  publication  sug- 
gesting that  multiple  species  likely  exist  in 
North  America,  discernable  by  both  calls 
and  plumage,  there  is  a renewed  interest  in 
determining  the  status  of  the  different  types 
that  occur  in  Arizona.  At  least  16  different 
Winter  Wrens  were  detected  this  winter, 
with  most  either  unidentified  to  subspecies, 
or  thought  to  be  of  the  “western”  type,  but 
there  was  one  well-documented  bird  identi- 
fied as  being  of  the  “eastern”  group,  a bird 
found  in  Mesa  24  Nov-15  Feb  (ph.  J.  Miller; 
ph.,  tMMo;  ph.,v.r.  PD;  ph.  J.  Burns).  We 
stress  the  importance  of  documenting  fully 
(along  with  photographs  and  tape  record- 
ings of  calls)  any  reports  of  “eastern”  Winter 
Wrens.  Small  numbers  of  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  were  found  at  non-breeding  loca- 
tions around  the  state,  but  a more  wide- 
spread “invasion”  was  not  detected.  A Blue- 
gray  Gnatcatcher  was  at  Holbrook  10  Dec 
(EH),  well  n.  of  normal  winter  distribution 
in  the  state.  Black-capped  Gnatcatchers  con- 
tinued at  several  se.  Arizona  locations,  in- 
cluding below  Madera  Canyon,  Sonoita  Cr. 
above  Patagonia  L.,  Sonoita  Cr.  near  Patago- 
nia, California  Gulch,  Montosa  Canyon, 
Florida  Canyon,  and  at  Guadalupe  Canyon. 
At  least  two  “new”  locations  were  reported 
for  this  species  (near  Peiia  Blanca  L.  and 
near  Arivaca  L.),  but  those  reports  were  not 
documented.  Black-capped  Gnatcatcher  re- 
mains an  A.B.C.  review  species. 

Mountain  Bluebirds  moved  into  areas  in  s. 
Arizona  in  small  to  moderate  numbers  begin- 
ning in  late  Dec.  A Townsend’s  Solitaire  at  Bet- 
ty’s Kitchen  near  Yuma  6-18  Dec  (PEL,  BC) 
was  at  an  unusually  low  elevation  and  away 
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from  known  wintering  areas  in  the  state.  Sin- 
gle Rufous-backed  Robins  were  reported  at 
Arivaca  L.  4-10  Dec  (P.  Collins),  and  at  Sonoi- 
ta  Creek  State  Natural  Area  12-24  Jan  (B. 
Adler,  m.ob.);  this  species  continues  to  be  a 
casual  to  rare  visitor  to  se.  Arizona,  with  most 
reports  coming  during  the  winter  season. 
Rare  but  regular  in  the  state.  Varied  Thrushes 
were  reported  at  Granite  Basin  13  Jan-13  Feb 
(DM)  and  at  Saguaro  N.R  25  Jan  (J.  Keller- 
man,  A.  Stercho).  Also  rare  but  regular  during 
winter.  Brown  Thrashers  were  at  Prescott  24 
Nov-26  Mar  (ph.  D.  & A.  Manberg),  at  B.T.A. 
7 Dec+  (G.  Nunn  et  ah),  and  at  Peck’s  L.  14 
Dec  0-  Logan,  T.  Linda,  B.  Hart).  Certainly 
one  of  the  more  exciting  events  of  the  season 
was  the  discovery  of  a Blue  Mockingbird  at 
the  Slaughter  Ranch  e.  of  Douglas  4 Feb+  (ph. 
REW;  ph.,  tMM;  CVC,  ON,  KKe,  D.  Dan- 
forth);  this  represents  a 3rd  documented 
record  from  Arizona.  A Sprague’s  Pipit  was  re- 
ported from  sw.  Phoenix  28-30  Dec  (DP); 
small  numbers  of  this  species  were  reported 
from  this  general  area  during  the  1970s  but 
had  not  been  found  there  since. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

olive  Warbler  is  a rare  but  regular  winter  res- 
ident in  the  mts.  of  se.  Arizona,  but  unusual 
locations  for  this  species  included  one  at 
Granite  Basin  1 Dec-20  Jan  (DM),  one  in 
Pine  Canyon,  Atascosa  Mts.  15  Dec  (RH),  3 
along  Swift  Trail  in  the  Pinaleiio  Mts.  21  Feb 
QY),  and  one  in  the  Big  Lue  Mts.,  Greenlee 
22  Feb  (EH).  A Tennessee  Warbler  was  at 
Surprise  in  nw.  Phoenix  2-17  Dec  (ph.  D. 
Sherony),  and  another  was  at  G.W.R.  22 
Feb+  (ph.  MM);  this  species  is  a casual  visi- 
tor to  Arizona  at  this  season.  Individual 
Nashville  Warblers,  casual  in  the  state  dur- 
ing winter,  were  at  Parker  7 Dec  (PEL,  BC), 
Yuma  18  Dec  (PEL),  Tucson  24  Dec  (PK),  sw. 
Phoenix  28-30  Dec  (DP),  Palo  Verde  30  Dec 
(DP),  and  Scottsdale  10  Jan  (TC).  Six  North- 
ern Parulas,  about  average  for  a winter,  were 
reported  statewide.  Similarly,  about  7 Yellow 
Warblers  were  reported  during  Dec  and  Jan, 
all  from  the  Phoenix  area.  Five  Chestnut- 
sided Warblers  were  found  in  Dec  and  Jan; 
this  species  has  proven  to  be  a rare  but  regu- 
lar visitor  at  this  season.  The  Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  that  was  located  at  Sweetwa- 
ter in  Nov  was  seen  again  10  Dec  (WR),  with 
others  in  Cave  Cr.  Canyon  27-31  Dec  and 
again  22  Feb  (ph.  REW,  RAR;  ph.  R.  Heil) 
and  at  Garden  Canyon  24  Jan  (vt.  R&RT); 
this  species  is  casual  in  the  state  during  the 
winter,  Townsend’s  Warblers  were  much 
more  prevalent  than  usual  during  Dec  and 
Jan,  with  no  fewer  than  120  individuals  re- 
ported from  se.  Arizona.  Given  the  numbers 


of  Townsend’s,  it  was  not  surprising  that  a 
few  Hermit  Warblers  were  also  reported, 
with  3 in  Madera  Canyon  10-22  Dec  (LH).  A 
first  for  winter  in  Arizona,  a Blackburnian 
Warbler  was  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R.  in  Tuc- 
son 21  Dec-23  Jan  (ph.,  TC.  McCreedy;  ph. 
DS,  LH).  Casual  in  the  state,  a Pine  Warbler 
was  at  Evergreen  Cemetery  in  Tucson  20-24 
Jan  (tPK;  ph.  LH,  R.  Fray).  Also  casual  in  the 
state  during  winter,  Worm-eating  Warblers 
were  at  Cibola  N.W.R.  (banded)  2 DecT4  Feb 
(ph.  J.  Kahl),  in  Ramsey  Canyon  (also  band- 
ed) 11  Jant7  Feb  (W.  Leitner;  ph.  LH),  and 
at  Rio  Salado,  Phoenix  31  Jan-7  Mar  Q. 
Jones,  PD;  ph.  BGr).  Exciting  was  a Ken- 
tucky Warbler  at  Florida  Canyon  27  Dec-2 
Jan  (ph  MM),  providing  a hrst  winter  report 
for  the  state.  Wilson’s  Warblers  were  present 
in  greater-than-usual  numbers  this  winter, 
with  no  fewer  than  13  individuals  reported 
during  the  season.  A Red-faced  Warbler  in 
Sawmill  Canyon  20  Jan-17  Feb  (SH)  provid- 
ed one  of  the  few  winter  reports  ever  from 
Arizona.  As  many  as  3 Rufous-capped  War- 
blers were  discovered  in  Florida  Canyon, 
Pima  19  Dec+  (ph.,  TTC,  R.  Koury;  ph.  LH); 
this  species  is  a casual  visitor  to  canyons  in 
se.  Arizona. 

Greater-than-usual  numbers  of  Hepatic 
Tanagers  were  reported  this  winter  in  se. 
Arizona,  with  no  fewer  than  50  reported,  in- 
cluding an  astounding  27  found  on  the  Atas- 
cosa Highlands  C.B.C.  w.  of  Nogales  15  Dec 
(fide  RH).  Similarly,  at  least  9 Summer  Tan- 
agers were  reported  during  the  winter,  more 
than  average  for  a single  season.  Western 
Tanager  is  much  rarer  during  the  winter,  so 
one  at  Patagonia  12  Dec  (RB)  and  another  in 
Sycamore  Canyon,  Santa  Crnzl5  Dec  (MM, 
M.  Coker;  ph.  DS)  were  of  note.  Abert’s 
Towhees  were  at  odd  locations  at  Arivaca  L. 
15  Dec  (GB  et  al.)  and  at  Pena  Blanca  L.  15 
Dec  (KKe).  A Rufous-winged  Sparrow  at  San 
Bernardino  N.W.R.  12  Dec  (REW)  was  the 
observer’s  second  one  at  this  location,  and 
along  with  recent  reports  from  Guadalupe 
Canyon,  this  further  suggests  a small  popu- 
lation exists  in  the  extreme  se.  corner  of  the 
state.  A Five-striped  Sparrow  was  discovered 
in  California  Gulch  15  Dec  (R.  Palmer,  R. 
Freeman);  although  seldom  seen  during 
winter,  this  species  has  proven  in  the  past  to 
be  a rare  but  regular  winter  resident  (but 
very  difficult  to  detect)  at  locations  where 
they  are  found  during  the  summer.  Rare  in 
the  state  during  winter.  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows were  found  in  the  Sulphur  Springs  Val- 
ley 15  Dec  (H.  Hanson,  V.  McKinnon)  and  in 
Sabino  Canyon  5 Jan  (WR).  A Red  Fox  Spar- 
row was  in  Florida  Canyon  28  Dec  (ph.  LH); 
this  subspecies  group  is  a casual  to  rare  win- 


ter visitor  in  se.  Arizona.  A Harris’s  Sparrow 
was  at  Flagstaff  26-28  Jan  (ph.  T.  Blodgett); 
this  species  is  casual  in  the  state  during  win- 
ter. Individual  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
were  at  Granite  Basin  1-8  Dec  (DM;  ph.  S. 
Burk),  in  Tucson  21  Dec  (ph.  R.  Fray),  and 
at  Patagonia  L.  27  Dec  (ph.  K.  Swagel).  Per- 
haps even  more  scarce  during  the  winter. 
Black-headed  Grosbeaks  were  reported  at  a 
few  localities,  with  2 at  Bartolo  Canyon  15 
Jan  (RH),  one  at  Paradise  13  Feb  0-  Lewis), 
and  one  at  a feeder  in  lower  Ramsey  Canyon 
14  Feb  0-  M-  Hirth).  Also  scarce  during 
winter.  Indigo  Buntings  were  at  Florida 
Canyon  27  Dec-10  Jan  (MMo)  and  at 
Whitewater  10  Jan  (EW). 

A Dickcissel  coming  to  a feeder  in  Peoria 
9 Feb  (ph.  J.  Detart)  provided  one  of  the  few 
documented  winter  records  for  the  state  and 
a hrst  winter  report  for  Maricopa.  An  ad. 
male  Orchard  Oriole  returned  to  Surprise  for 
the  3rd  winter  in  a row  1 Dec  (ph.  D. 
Sherony),  while  a female-type  wintered  at 
Sweetwater  10  Dec+  (WR;  TB.  Starks;  ph.  A. 
Core);  this  species  is  a casual  visitor  to  s.  Ari- 
zona. Hooded  Oriole  is  a casual  visitor  dur- 
ing the  winter,  so  a female  coming  to  a Yuma 
feeder  27-28  Dec,  with  an  imm.  male  there  8 
Jan  (HD),  made  news.  Scott’s  Oriole  was  also 
more  prevalent  this  winter  in  the  se.,  with  an 
unprecedented  29  found  on  the  Atascosa 
Mountains  C.B.C.  15  Dec  (fide  RH).  The 
only  report  of  Lawrence’s  Goldhnch  was  of  2 
along  Harshaw  Canyon  7 Dec  (C.  Cathers). 
A single  flock  of  30  American  Goldhnches  at 
Parker  7 Dec  (PEL)  was  a very  high  total  for 
the  L.C.R.V 

Contributors:  Moez  Ali,  Charles  Babbitt,  Jer- 
ry Bock,  Matt  Brown,  Barbara  Carlson, 
Christie  van  Cleve,  John  Coons,  Andrew 
Core,  Troy  Corman,  Dee  Dee  DeLorenzo, 
Henry  Detwiler,  Pierre  Deviche,  Brendon 
Grice,  William  Grossi,  Laurens  Halsey,  Lauren 
Harter  (LHa),  Stuart  Healy,  Melanie  Herring, 
Eric  Hough,  Rich  Hoyer,  Dougjenness,  Philip 
Kline,  Chuck  LaRue,  Paul  E.  Lehman, 
Michael  Marsden,  David  Moll,  Michael  Moore 
(MMo),  Phil  Norton,  David  vander  Pluym, 
Molly  Pollock,  John  Spence,  Sig  Stangeland, 
Dave  Stejskal,  Mark  M.  Stevenson,  Rick  63: 
Ricki  Thompson,  Carl  S.  Tomoff  (Prescott), 
Erika  Wilson,  Janet  Witzeman  (Maricopa), 
John  Yerger  (Tucson).  O 


Mark  M=  Stevenson  (Non-Passerines) 

4201  East  Monte  Vista  Drive,  #1207 
Tucson,  Arizona  85712-5554,  (drbrdr@att.net) 
Gary  H.  Rosenberg  (Passerines) 

P.  0.  Box  91856,  Tucson,  Arizona  85752-1856 
(ghrosenberg@comcast.net) 


306 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Great  Basin 


Rick  Fridell 


Highlights  in  the  Great  Basin  Region 
this  winter  were  led  by  several  win- 
tering Rusty  Blackbirds  and  the  inva- 
sion of  hordes  of  White-winged  Crossbills.  Pri- 
or to  this  winter,  there  were  only  a handful  of 
documented  Rusty  Blackbird  sightings  in  Ne- 
vada and  Utah;  six  were  found  in  the  Region 
this  season.  February  brought  large  flocks  of 
White-winged  Crossbills  to  northern  Utah, 
with  even  a few  slipping  into  northeastern  Ne- 
vada. Cassins  Finches  and  Pine  Siskins  also 
turned  up  in  large  numbers;  however,  several 
northern  species  were  conspicuously  absent, 
including  Bohemian  Waxwings  and  redpolls, 
while  other  typical  winter  visitors,  such  as 
Rough-legged  Flawks  and  Northern  Shrikes, 
were  very  scarce  in  the  Great  Basin.  Additional 
winter  highlights  included  two  Yellow-billed 
Loons,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  and  North- 
I ern  Parulas  in  Nevada;  and  two  Ruffs  and  some 
outstanding  winter  gulls  in  Utah, 
i 

! Abbreviations:  Antelope  1.  (Antelope  Island 
' S.P  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Ash  Meadows 
(Ash  Meadows  N.W.R.,  Nye,  NV);  Bear  River 
(Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder, 
UT);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV);  Farmington  Bay  (Farm- 
ington Bay  W.M.A.,  Davis,  UT);  H.B.VP.  (Flen- 
t derson  Bird  Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV); 

’ Lake  Mead  (Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV); 

; Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Preserve,  Washington,  UT); 

I Miller’s  R.A.  (Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda, 

' NV);  Ouray  (Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uintah.  UT);  Red 

■ Flills  (Red  Hills  Golf  Course,  St.  George,  Wash- 

ington, UT);  Zion  (Zion  N.P,  Washington,  UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Male  Eurasian  Wigeons  wintered  at  Reno, 
Washoe,  NV  12  Dec-13  Feb  (GS  et  al.)  and 
Hurricane,  Washington,  UT  2 Feb-1  Mar  (KM, 
ph.  RF);  both  were  found  on  golf  courses  in 
flocks  of  American  Wigeon.  Another  drake, 
or  perhaps  the  wigeon  from  the  Reno  golf 
course,  was  at  Lemmon  Valley,  Washoe,  NV  20 
Feb  (FP).  Wbite-winged  Scoter  sightings  in- 


cluded an  imm.  at  Willard  Bay  S.P.,  Box  Elder, 
UT  3 Dec  (fide  KP),  an  imm.  male  at  L.  Mo- 
jave, Clark,  NV  12  Dec  (ph.  CL),  and  an  ad. 
male  at  Big  Sand  Wash  Res.,  Duchesne,  UT 
(BM).  Up  to  3 Long-tailed  Ducks  wintered  at 
Antelope  1.  27  Dec-i-  QBi,  TA  et  al.).  More  un- 
usual were  Long-tailed  Ducks  at  Walker  L., 
Mineral,  NV  5 Jan  (TL),  Sunset  Park,  Las  Ve- 
gas, Clark,  NV  14  jan-2  Feb  (MK,  pb.  AW,  CR 
et  al.),  H.B.VP.  26  Jan+  (]Br  et  al),  and  Sand 
Hollow  S.R,  Washi?igtO)i,  UT  9 Feb  (RF).  A fe- 
male Barrow’s  Goldeneye  made  a surprise  ap- 
pearance at  Ash  Meadows  18  Dec  (CL). 

Two  juv.  Yellow-billed 
Loons  visited  Nevada  this  win- 
ter; the  first  was  found  18  Dec 
at  Ash  Meadows  and  lingered 
through  4 Jan  (ph.  CL,  SC  et 
al.)  and  the  next  graced  Sparks 
Marina,  Washoe  27  Dec-6  Mar 
(ph.  TL,  ph.  MM  et  al.).  A Red- 
necked Grebe  was  a nice  find 
12  Dec  at  L.  Mojave,  Clark,  NV 
(ph.,tCL).  A calling  Least  Bit- 
tern was  found  8 Dec  at  Peter- 
son Res.,  Ash  Meadows  (CL  et 
al).  A Turkey  Vulture  made  a 
rare  winter  appearance  in  the 
Region  at  Spring  L.,  Utah,  UT 
29  Jan  (BS). 

HAWKS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

white-tailed  Kites,  first  located  during  sum- 
mer 2008,  continued  at  Ash  Meadows  (CL  et 
al.)  and  Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln,  NV 
O&HH  et  al),  throughout  the  season.  A Red- 
shouldered Hawk  lingered  16 
Dec+  at  Tonaquint  Park,  Wash- 
ington, UT  (PHi,  ph.  RF).  An 
ad.  female  Snowy  Plover,  origi- 
nally color-banded  at  the  Great 
Salt  L.,  Salt  Lake,  UT,  was 
sighted  wintering  in  San  Diego, 

CA  1 Oct-31  Dec  (fide  JC), 
providing  more  evidence  of  in- 
terchange between  the  Interior 
and  Pacific  populations.  The 
Antelope  Island  Causeway  pro- 
vided a few  noteworthy  shore- 
bird  sightings,  including  a rare 
winter  Baird’s  Sandpiper  29 
Dec-3  Jan  (ph.  CG  et  al.)  and  2 
Ruffs  27  Dec-3  Jan  (ph.,tJBi; 
ph.  PH,  TA  et  al),  just  Utah’s 
4th  documented  sighting. 

The  winter  was  outstanding  for  rare  and 
unusual  gulls  in  the  Great  Basin  with  excep- 
tional sightings  throughout  the  Region. 
Northern  areas  of  the  Region,  particularly 
around  the  Great  Salt  L.  in  Utah  and  Pyramid 


L.  in  Nevada,  typically  provide  the  vast  major- 
ity of  rare  gull  sightings  in  the  Great  Basin,  but 
this  winter,  there  were  several  noteworthy 
sightings  from  s.  locations  as  well.  Nevada 
Mew  Gulls  included  a first-cycle  reported  at 

H. B.VP  19  Dec  and  an  ad.  at  Virginia  L.,  Reno, 
Washoe  23  Jan-22  Feb  (ph.  FP  et  al).  Utah 
Mew  Gulls  included  2 ads.  at  Lee  Kay  Ponds, 
Salt  Lake  27  Dec  (TA),  a first-cycle  at  Antelope 

I.  1 Jan  OBe),  a second-cycle  at  Logan,  Cache 
1 1 Jan  (RO,  CF),  and  2 at  Farmington  Bay  31 
Jan-18  Feb  Q&KB,  S&CS).  An  ad.  Western 
Gull  was  observed  at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt 


Lake,  UT  27  Dec  (TA)  and  al  Farmington  Bay 
7-25  Feb  (S&CS,  ph.  DR,  RF,  TF).  A first-cy- 
cle Iceland  Gull,  potentially  Utah’s  2nd,  was 
photographed  7-26  Feb  at  Farmington  Bay 
(S&CS,  ph.  PH,  ph.  RF).  Thayer’s  Gull  sight- 
ings in  Nevada  included  a first-cycle  bird  pho- 


tographed at  Sparks  Marina,  Washoe  4 Dec 
(MM)  and  an  ad.  at  Walker  L.,  Mineral  5 Jan 
(ph.  TL).  Utah  Thayer’s  Gull  reports  included 
up  to  4 at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake  21  Dec-17 
Feb  (TA,  Cl  et  al),  6 at  Farmington  Bay  7-25 
Feb  (S&CS  et  al),  and  a first-cycle  at  Stratton 


Two  Yellow-billed  Loons  spent  much  of  the  winter  in  Nevada.  This  juvenile,  dis- 
covered 27  December  2008  at  the  Sparks  Marina,  Washoe  County,  remained 
through  early  March  2009  (here  9 January).  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 


This  juvenile  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  a major  surprise  at  Crystal  Reservoir,  Ash 
Meadows  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Nye  County,  Nevada  lingering  from  18  De- 
cember 2008  through  4 (here  2)  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Carl  Lundblad. 
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Nevada's  second  documented  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  re- 
mained from  18  December  2008  (here)  through  2 February 
2009  at  Virginia  Lake,  Washoe  County.  The  first  was  discov- 
ered at  the  same  location  last  winter.  Photograph  by 
Martin  Meyers. 


Pond,  Wflsliingtoii  3 Jan-1  Mar  (ph.  RF  el  al.). 
An  incredible  11  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  observed  this  winter,  including  the  first 
documented  in  s.  Utah  and  s.  Nevada.  Utah 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  included  one  found 
at  Logan,  Cache  5 Nov-2  Dec  (ph.  CF,  t RO, 
jP),  2 at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake  27  Dec 
(TA),  one  at  Antelope  1.  1 Jan  (ph.  TF),  one  at 
Sand  Hollow  S.R,  Washington  3 Jan  (+RF),  2 at 
Farmington  Bay  15-26  Feb  (ph.  TA,  ph.  RF, 
BO),  and  one  at  River  Lane,  Utah  25-26  Feb 
(MMi,  EH).  Nevada’s  2nd  Lesser-blacked  Gull 
was  at  Virginia  L.,  Reno,  Washoe  18  Dec-2  Feb 
(tGS,  ph.  MM,  ph.  ST  et  al),  and  its  3rd  was 
documented  28  Feb-3  Mar  at  Boulder  Beach, 
L.  Mead  (ph.  CT,  TK,  RS  et  al).  Four  Glau- 
cous-winged Gulls  were  observed  in  Washoe, 
NV  between  4 Dec  and  19  Feb  (MM,  TL  et 
al),  and  a first-cycle  was  photographed  at 
Walker  L.,  Mineral  5 Jan  (TL).  Utah  Glaucous- 
winged Gulls  included  a first-cycle  at  Sand 
Hollow  S.R,  Washington  6 Dec-15  Jan  (ph.  RF 
et  al.)  and  at  least  3 at  Farmington  Bay  7-25 


Feb  (S&CS,  TA  et  al).  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
reported  at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake,  UT  27 
Dec- 17  Feb  (TA),  at  Sparks  Marina,  Washoe, 
NV  30-31  Dec  (AQ,  GS),  and  at  least  4 were  at 
Farmington  Bay  7-25  Feb  (S&CS,  ph.  J&KB  et 
al).  The  most  unusual  Glaucous  Gull  sighting 
was  a first-cycle  photographed  in  the  Amar- 
gosa  Valley,  Nye,  NV  21-22  Feb  (ph.,  tCL). 
Unidentified  first-cycle  gulls,  be- 
lieved to  be  either  Glaucous-winged 
X Herring  Gull  hybrids  or  Slaty- 
backed  Gulls,  were  photographed  at 
Sparks  Marina,  Washoe,  NV  2-6  Dec 
(ph.  GS,  AQ,  ph.  MM  et  al.)  and 
moving  between  Sand  Hollow  and 
Quail  Creek  S.R,  Washington,  UT  6 
Dec-21  Feb  (ph.  RF  et  al). 

A pair  of  wayward 
White-winged  Doves 
was  discovered  at 
Cemetery  Hill,  Bluff, 

San  Juan,  UT  29  Dec 
(ph.  LG,  DSh).  An  Inca 
Dove,  usually  found 
only  in  the  Mojave 
habitat  area  of  sw.  Utah, 
was  a surprise  in  the  Cedar  City 
snow.  Iron,  UT  10  Dec-5  Feb 
(SH).  An  Acorn  Woodpecker, 
found  in  a nw.  Las  Vegas,  Clark 
neighborhood  19  Dec,  remained 
through  early  Mar  providing 
dozens  of  birders  a rare  opportu- 
nity to  view  this  species  in  s.  Ne- 
vada. OJ,  CT,  ph.  SP,  et  al). 

PASSERINES 

A wintering  Gray  Flycatcher  was 
a surprise  al  Ash  Meadows  7 Dec+  (CL  et  al), 
and  an  out-of-season  Western  Kingbird  was 
reported  at  Spanish  Fork,  Utah,  UT  21  Dec 
(LG).  A Varied  Thrush  spent  the  winter  at 
Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  30  Dec+  (BB,  ph.  RP, 
ph.  RH).  Amazingly,  2 Northern  Parulas  were 
found  this  winter  in  Nevada,  the  first  17  Dec 
at  Overton  W.M.A.,  Clark  (ph,  GS),  the  other 
21  Dec  along  the  Carson  R.,  Carson  City  (DM, 
ph.  GS).  A male  American  Redstart  was  ob- 
served in  Las  Vegas  Wash,  Henderson,  Clark, 
NV  18  Jan  (DC).  Winter  sightings  of  Green- 
tailed Towhees  are  very  rare  in  the  Region,  so 
three  reports  from  Washington,  UT  were  note- 
worthy; 17  Dec  at  Red  Hills  (ph.  RF),  27  Dec 
at  Santa  Clara  (LT,  KW),  and  30  Jan  at  Lytle 
Ranch  (RF  et  al). 

A Fox  Sparrow  was  observed  at  a Provo, 
Utah,  UT  residence  1 Jan  (NH),  and  a Swamp 
Sparrow  was  found  near  Salt  Lake  City,  Salt 
Lake,  UT  21  Dec  (CN,  JBl).  White-throated 
Sparrows  were  reported  from  three  Utah  loca- 
tions: Wasatch  S.R,  Wasatch  28  Dec  (EL), 


Bluff,  San  Juan  29-30  Dec  (LG,  JH),  and  Fran- 
cis, Summit  8 Feb  OBI).  Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  seen  at  the  Logan  Fish  Hatchery,  Cache, 
UT  10  Jan  (RO,  CF)  and  at  Rye  Patch  Res, 
Churchill,  NV  24  Feb  (MM).  A Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow  was  found  at  Lytle  Ranch 
15  Dec  (PHi).  Lapland  Longspurs  were  found 
sparingly  in  the  Region,  with  sightings  of  be- 


tween one  and  5 al  Amargosa  Valley,  Nye,  NV 
7 Dec  (CL),  Corrine,  Box  Elder,  UT  21  Dec 
(S&CS),  Antelope  I.  28  Dec-6  Jan  (TA,  Cl), 
and  Carson  L.,  Churchill,  NV  12  Dec-31  Jan 
(MM).  The  only  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs 
were  observed  in  Nevada  at  the  Amargosa  Val- 
ley, Nye  1 Dec  (CL)  and  Carson  L.,  Churchill 
12  Dec-5  Jan;  (MM,  TL).  A Snow  Bunting  re- 
mained from  the  fall  season  through  7 Dec  at 
Lincoln  Point,  Utah  L.,  Utah,  UT  (TA  et  al), 
and  a flock  of  7 was  at  Antelope  1.  27  Dec-6 
Jan  (JBi,  Cl  et  al). 


There  was  a mass  movement  of  White-winged  Crossbills 
into  northern  Utah  in  winter  2008-2009.  Numbers  peaked 
in  late  February,  with  flocks  of  over  a hundred  individuals 
observed.  This  male  was  one  of  many  observed  in  Logan, 
Cache  County,  Utah  this  winter  (here  28  February). 
Photograph  by  Ryan  O'Donnell. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  was  a 
rash  of  Rusty  Blackbird  sightings.  The  first  re- 
port was  of  2 females  at  Overton  W.M.A., 
Clark,  NV  14  Dec;  these  birds  remained 
through  18  Jan  (ph.,  tCL;  GS).  Additional 
Rusty  Blackbirds  turned  up  at  Fish  Springs 


Two  very  similar  first-cycle  gulls  that  showed  up  in  the  Great  Basin  region  in 
winter  2008-2009  proved  enigmatic.  Both  remain  unidentified.  These  birds 
showed  features  consistent  with  identification  as  Slaty-backed  Gull  (a  species 
yet  to  be  documented  in  either  state),  but  many  of  those  features  were  also 
consistent  with  hybrid  derivation,  particularly  Herring  Gull  x Glaucous- 
winged Gull  hybrids.  This  individual  spent  the  winter  moving  between  Wash- 
ington County,  Utah  locations,  including  Sand  Hollow  State  Park  and  Quail 
Creek  State  Park  (here  21  February).  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


Farmington  Bay  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Davis  County,  Utah  has  be- 
come a hotspot  for  wintering  gulls  over  the  past  few  years,  and  by  late 
(here  25)  February  2009,  it  was  possible  to  observe  as  many  as  ten  species 
during  a visit,  including  many  Utah  rarities:  Mew,  Western,  Iceland,  Thay- 
er's, Lesser  Black-backed,  Glaucous-winged,  and  (here)  Glaucous  Gulls. 
Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 
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N.W.R.,  Juab,  UT  4-17  Jan  (tT&PS,  JB,  ph. 
RSi  et  al.),  Winnemuca,  Humboldt,  NV  16 
Jan+  (RW,  ph.  MM,  ph.  GS  et  ah),  Sunset 
Park,  Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV  19-22Jan  (RS,  JCl, 
ph.  CR),  and  Francis,  Summit,  UT  26  Jan-2 
Feb  (ph.  SS,  GN,  ph.  GC).  Common  Grackles 
were  found  in  mixed  blackbird  flocks  at  Floyd 
Lamb  Park,  Clark,  NV  10-20  Jan  (ph.  GS  et 
al.)  and  Beatty,  Nye,  NV  13  Jan  (GS).  The 
event  of  the  season,  however,  was  the  re- 
markable movement  of  large  flocks  of  White- 
winged Crossbills  into  n.  Utah.  The  first 
sighting  was  a flock  of  19  in  Little  Cotton- 
wood Canyon,  Salt  Lake,  UT  22  Dec  (CN  et 
al.).  These  birds  were  observed  occasionally 
through  early  Feb  (PF,  RW),  when  the  irrup- 
tion truly  began.  Additional  flocks  of  10  to  80 
were  found  through  Feb  in  Park  City,  Summit 
(DH),  Logan,  Cache  (RO,  SCo,  BR),  and  Pro- 
vo and  American  Fork  Canyon,  Utah  (MMi, 


EH,  BS),  and  a huge  flock  of  120  foraged  at 
the  Huntsville  City  Park,  Weber,  UT  from  20 
Feb  through  4 Apr  (ph.  PH  et  al.).  A few 
White-winged  Crossbills  turned  up  in  Nevada 
as  well,  with  3 discovered  21  Feb+  at  the  Elko 
Cemetery,  Elko  (ph.  GS  et  al.). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Tim  Avery, 
Jay  Banta,  Jack  Binch  0^0,  John  Bellmon 
OBe),  Joel  and  Kathy  Beyer,  Jeff  Bilsky  0B1)> 
Bob  Bond,  Je  Anne  Branca  OBr),  Bill  Browning 
(BBr),  John  Cavitt,  Joan  Clarke  (JCl),  Scott 
Clemson,  Stephanie  Cobbald  (SCo),  Glenda 
Cotter,  Dorothy  Crowe,  Tom  Fletcher,  Craig 
Fosdick,  Rick  Fridell,  Pomera  Fronce,  Dennis 
Ghiglieri,  Lu  Giddings,  Carol  Gwynn,  Dave 
Hanscom,  Steve  Hedges,  John  and  Hermi  Hi- 
att, Paul  Hicks  (PHi),  Paul  Higgins,  Ned  Hill, 
Jim  Hooks,  Erick  Huish,  Carl  Ingwell,  Jeff 
Johnson,  Maureen  Kammerer,  Tracy  Kipke, 
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Winter  2008-2009  was  marked  by 
strongly  fluctuating  weather  con- 
ditions. The  early  season  was  rel- 
atively mild,  with  an  average  freeze-up  period 
that  continued  well  into  the  first  half  of  De- 
cember. As  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  season 
started,  snow  accumulations  mounted  across 
the  Region.  This  stormy  period  was  followed 
by  a nearly  two-week  spell  of  an  extremely 
cold  block  of  high  pressure — with  plenty  of 
sub-zero  (Eahrenheit)  readings  on  the  main- 
land right  down  to  the  North  Gulf  Coast. 

What  had  been  shaping  up  as  a good  sea- 
son for  semi-hardy  species  lingering  beyond 
normal  dates  was  quickly  dashed  by  this 
weather.  As  this  high-pressure  system  faded 
in  late  December,  southerly  winds  aloft 


brought  a quick  melt  over  most  of 
the  state,  which  included  locally 
heavy  rain.  Some  areas  of  the 
mainland  saw  temperature  shifts 
of  nearly  80  degrees  in  a few  days. 
The  second  half  of  the  season 
held  steady,  with  widespread 
average  to  below-average 
temperatures  and  above- 
average  to  locally  very 
heavy  snow  accumula- 
tions. Generally,  the  sea- 
son started  shaping  up 
as  an  exciting  one  until 
late  December,  although  there  were  scattered 
notable  highlights,  mostly  from  hotspots  on 
the  immediate  North  Gulf  Coast. 

Abbreviations:  North  Gulf  (North  Gulf  of 
Alaska);  Southeast  (Southeast  Alaska);  Refer- 
enced details  (T),  photographs  (ph.),  and 
videotape  (vt.)  are  on  file  at  the  University  of 
Alaska  Museum  or  with  the  author. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

The  past  30  years  of  C.B.C.  data  indicate  a 
change  in  the  e.  edge  of  Emperor  Gooses  win- 
ter range;  upwards  of  600  concentrated  in  e. 
Kodiak  l.’s  Womens  Bay  2 Dec  (RAM),  a new 
local  peak  count  at  what  is  considered  the  e. 
of  normal  winter  range.  Farther  e.  and  casual 
for  Southeast,  another  Emperor  was  pho- 
tographed at  Yakutat  22  Jan  (FL,  ph.  RJ).  A 
waif  minima  Cackling  Goose  was  a late  lin- 
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Rick  Fridell,  3505  West  290  North 
Hurricane,  Utah  84737,  (rfridell@burgoyne.com) 
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gerer  at  Womens  Bay  2 Dec  (ph.  RAM);  most 
Cackling  Geese  are  gone  from  Alaska  by  early 
Nov.  It  was  a disappointing  waterfowl  season. 
Shipboard  observers  made  a brief  check  of 
Dutch  Harbor  habitats  in  the  e.  Aleutians  late 
in  the  season  and  uncovered  a suite  of  casual 
diving  clucks,  including  a male  Canvasback,  2 
Tufted  Ducks,  and  a female  Lesser  Scaup  in 
Margaret  Bay  24  Feb  (RK,  ph.  AL);  all  of  these 
Aythya  are  casual  in  this  part  of  the  Region  in 
winter,  though  Tufted  Ducks  and  Canvas- 
backs  are  found  slightly  more  often  in  the 
cen.  Aleutians  at  this  time  of  year.  Waterfowl 
notables  elsewhere  included  up  to  5 Ring- 
necked Ducks  at  the  outlet  of  Kenai  L.  early 
Jan+  (AL),  where  mostly  singles  have  been 
occasional;  a fine  count  for  South-coastal 
Alaska  of  126  Steller’s  Eiders  off  the  w.  side  of 
Homer  Spit  7 Eeb  (AL);  and  a one-day  find  of 
3 Hooded  Mergansers  in  Ugak  Bay,  Kodiak  14 
Feb  (ph.  LM).  The  peak  Southeast  Long- 
tailed  Duck  concentration  reached  600  birds 
14  & 30  Jan  at  the  Ketchikan  waterfront 
(AWP,  SCH).  Many  of  the  winter’s  regular 
duck  sites  with  ephemeral  habitats  were  oth- 
erwise frozen  by  the  late  Dec  cold  snap. 

Seven  Yellow-billed  Loons  in  Resurrection 
Bay  off  Seward  24  Feb  (TE)  was  an  exception- 
al inshore  count  for  South-coastal  Alaska;  this 
species  was  said  to  be  present  in  smaller-than- 
normal  numbers  in  Southeast  this  season: 
there  were  2 at  Juneau  all  season  (PMS),  one  at 
Sitka  all  season  (ph.  MRG),  and  one  off 
Ketchikan  22  Feb  (SCH,  AWP),  the  only 
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reports.  While  riding  the  state  ferry  between 
Juneau  and  Hoonah  17  Feb,  an  observer  had  7 
Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrels  near  the  junction  of 
Icy  Strait  and  Chatham  Strait  (PMS).  Another 
noted  on  the  Ketchikan  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide 
AWP)  was  equally  noteworthy.  There  are  few 
mid-winter  records  of  the  species  from  South- 
east's Inside  Passage,  although  recent  evidence 
shows  Fork-taileds  to  be  rare  in  the  North  Gulf 
in  Dec  and  Mar.  Only  a single  Brandts  Cor- 
morant, an  ad.,  was  found  in  the  Ketchikan 
area  6,  10,  & 16  Feb  (SCH,  AWP).  This  casual 
species  is  known  to  winter  in  very  small  num- 
bers only  locally  around  the  s.  shores  of 
Ketchikan.  Macintosh  managed  to  photograph 
an  ad.  White-tailed  Eagle  near  the  Kodiak 
road  system  at  Anton  Larson  Bay  28  Jan  (ph. 
RAM).  Following  the  Attn  1.  reports  mostly 
from  1979  into  the  early  1990s  and  occasional 
subsequent  w.  Aleutian  sightings  from  all  sea- 
sons, the  only  other  report  for  Alaska  was  a 
spring  bird  at  Cambell,  and  there  are  no 
records  e.  of  Kiska  Island.  Otherwise,  raptor 
reports  were  mostly  conhned  to  early  Dec  ex- 
cept for  offshore  highlights  from  Kodiak, 
where  a Northern  Harrier  5 Jan  (jW)  and  a 
Rough-legged  Hawk  7 Jan  (JW)  were  notable. 
It  was  a good  season  for  Sharp-shinned  Hawks 
in  Southeast,  with  more  than  a half-dozen 
birds  present  around  Ketchikan  all  season 
(m.ob.),  at  least  one  in  Sitka  (KL),  and  2 in  the 
Juneau  area  (PAR,  MWS,  GBV).  Far  more  un- 
usual, a single  Sharp-shinned  in  Dutch  Harbor 
24  Feb  (RK,  AL)  furnished  the  2nd  substanti- 
ated Aleutian  report  in  the  same  locale  as  the 
previous,  which  also  came  in  winter.  Red- 
tailed Hawks  made  perhaps  a record  winter 
showing,  with  a light  morph  in  Juneau  22  Feb 
(GBV)  representing  one  of  few  ever  for  n. 
Southeast,  at  least  one  around  Sitka  7-mid-Jan 
(CH,  W),  and  at  least  3 in  the  Ketchikan  area 
24  Dec  and  13  & 28  Feb  (ph.  AWP,  JHL,  TLG). 
Single  winter  Red-taileds  are  typically  the 
norm  in  the  hrst  part  of  the  winter,  usually 
from  s.  Southeast.  A juv.  Golden  Eagle  soaring 
over  the  Dutch  Harbor  area  24  Feb  (RK,  ph. 
AL)  was  at  the  extreme  w.  end  of  the  species’ 
range  in  the  only  section  of  the  Aleutians 
where  the  species  has  been  described  as  a rare 
resident  and  probable  breeder, 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Normal  winter  counts  for  American  Coots 
came  in  from  Southeast,  where  they  are  rare 
but  annual,  including  2 in  Juneau  1 Dec 
(GBV),  2 all  season  in  Ketchikan  (m.ob,),  and 
7 together  at  Sitka’s  always  productive  Swan  L. 
through  mid-Dec  (MRG),  the  latter  a new  local 
record  high  count.  Another  lone  coot  wintered 
at  a salmon  hatchery  outside  Sitka,  where  it 
subsisted  on  hsh  food.  Signihcant  Dunlin  hnds 


included  a flock  of  300  at  the  Wrangell  Nar- 
rows in  Southeast  through  late  Feb  (BHP),  a 
single  with  the  regular  Homer  Spit  Rock  Sand- 
pipers for  most  of  Feb  (AL),  and  two  decent 
hocks  in  the  Kodiak  rocky  intertidal  zone:  65 
on  2 Dec  and  36  at  a different  site  on  31  Dec 
(RAM).  Good  numbers  of  Wilson’s  Snipe  in 
Dec  was  clearly  a sign  of  the  mild  early  season, 
with  6 on  the  Ketchikan  C.B.C.  and  5 on  the 
Juneau  C.B.C.,  both  20  Dec  (fide  AWP  and 
GVB).  More  notable  were  later  singles  found  at 
Juneau  1 Jan  (PAR)  and  offshore  from  Sitka  in 
early  Jan  (MRG)  and  26  Feb  (PHN).  Snipe  are 
extremely  rare  by  midwinter,  with  perhaps  one 
or  2 located  each  year. 

Virtually  all  coastal  sites  had  little  to  report 
for  gull  highlights.  An  imm.  Bonaparte's  Gull 
lingered  on  the  Ketchikan  waterfront  through 
20  Feb  (AWP,  SCH).  This  gull  is  a very  rare 
winter  visitant  in  Ketchikan  but  is  casual  else- 
where in  Southeast  at  that  season.  This  win- 
ter’s peak  Marbled  Murrelet  feeding  aggrega- 
tions included  1150  birds  near  Juneau  16  Feb 
(GBV)  and  650  at  the  n.  end  of  Wrangell  Nar- 
rows 20  Dec  (BHP).  Another  ad.  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  visited  a Ketchikan  feeder  be- 
ginning 14  Feb  for  nearly  two  weeks  OFK. 
SCH,  AWP,  ph.  LB).  This  individual  sang  and 
displayed  occasionally  and  represents  a 3rd 
Ketchikan  record  and  Alaska’s  hrst  in  winter. 
Collared-doves  were  hrst  found  in  Southeast 
in  2006,  followed  by  sightings  from  seven 
Southeast  locations  the  next  year;  only  one 
was  reported  in  2008.  An  increase  in  North- 
ern Hawk  Owl  sightings,  mostly  from  the 
Cook  Inlet  Basin  in  Feb,  included  several 
around  the  Anchorage  International  Airport 
(m.ob.),  2-4  on  the  Seward  Hwy.  between 
Portage  and  Seward,  and  up  to  3 in  the  Homer 
area  2-19  Feb  (AL);  this  increase  was  likely  a 
result  of  the  late  Dec  freeze  and  a heavy  mid- 
season snow  pack.  Only  a single  Short-eared 
Owl  report  came  in,  a lone  bird  at  Kodiak  12 
Feb  (SL),  where  they  are  rare  after  Dec.  There 
were  two  Boreal  Owl  reports  from  Southeast, 
where  the  species’  status  remains  poorly  un- 
derstood: a moribund  bird  was  turned  in  to 
the  Sitka  Raptor  Center  in  early  Dec  (W), 
and  another  was  photographed  in  Glacier  Bay 
N.R  in  Feb  (ph.  KN),  where  there  are  a few 
previous  Feb  sightings. 

Red-breasted  Sapsuckers  were  more  con- 
spicuous than  during  most  winters.  One  in 
Juneau  31  Dec  (GVB)  was  nearly  record  late 
for  the  n.  end  of  Southeast,  while  heavy 
snows  drove  numbers  into  the  lower  areas  of 
Ketchikan’s  road  system  beginning  in  mid- 
Dec,  with  high  counts  of  5 at  Ward  L.  18  Dec 
(TLG),  a new  Ketchikan  C.B.C.  count  of  15 
on  20  Dec,  and  another  6 along  3 km  of  the  n. 
Tongass  Hwy.  there  25  Dec  (AWP).  Winter 


cold  spells  and  heavy  snows  are  known  to 
cause  similar  influxes  and  concentrations  in  s. 
Southeast;  this  suggests  that  the  species  is 
present  year-round  and  in  larger  winter  num- 
bers than  previously  realized.  A single  Red- 
breasted Sapsucker  at  Kodiak  10  Feb  (IH, 
OH)  was  n.  and  w.  of  the  species’  normal 
breeding  range;  the  species  is  occasional  in 
fall  there.  Downy  Woodpeckers  staged  a Dec 
mini-influx  into  the  Ketchikan  area,  which 
led  to  a new  local  C.B.C.  high  of  4— all  in  the 
same  tree — on  20  Dec  (AWP).  Single  Downies 
were  also  seen  at  various  Ketchikan  sites  on  7, 
18,  & 21  Dec  (AWP,  SCH);  there  were  only  10 
prior  Dec-Feb  records  for  Ketchikan,  where  it 
is  mainly  a rare  spring  and  fall  migrant. 

LARKS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A group  of  7 Horned  Larks  associating  with 
Snow  Buntings  at  tidewater  grasslands  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Kenai  R.  27  Dec-2  Jan  (TB) 
seemed  too  late  to  be  simply  late  migrants,  but 
our  understanding  of  the  species’  fall  migra- 
tion in  the  Region  is  incomplete.  Early  Dec 
numbers  of  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  in  the 
greater  Anchorage  area  were  noticeably  high 
but  quickly  dropped  off  during  the  mid- 
month cold  snap  and  following  snows.  Later, 
coastal  numbers  were  about  average,  exempli- 
fied by  Kodiak’s  seven  sightings  of  mostly  sin- 
gles away  from  feeders  through  the  period 
(RAM)  and  singles  around  Ketchikan  7,  19,  & 
20  Dec  (AWP,  SCH,  JHL).  As  usual,  the  sea- 
son’s Townsend’s  Solitaire  reports  came  from 
South-coastal  sites,  where  mostly  single  birds 
have  become  essentially  annual  in  winter:  one 
on  the  Homer  C.B.C.  on  20  Dec,  2 on  the  Se- 
ward C.B.C.  19  Dec  (fide  RLS),  and  one  farther 
n.  in  Palmer  near  Bodenberg  Butte  14  Dec+ 
(LV,  RW).  The  latter  was  this  season’s  most  un- 
usual so  far  n.  and  away  from  the  large  con- 
centration of  landscape  berry  trees  found  in 
Anchorage.  Considering  the  extreme  mid-Dec 
weather  conditions,  Hermit  Thrushes  fared 
well  for  so  late  in  the  season,  especially  one  in 
Juneau  17  Dec  (GBV)  and  another  at  Sitka  6 
Jan  (CA).  Late  Nov  Hermits  have  been  more 
regular  in  the  past  decade,  mostly  in  South- 
east, but  there  are  still  few  accounts  past  the 
first  few  days  of  Dec.  It  was  odd  that  only  Ko- 
diak held  high  numbers  of  Varied  Thrushes 
into  the  season,  but  counts  there  were  un- 
precedented, highlighted  by  315  from  the 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  (RAM),  the  3rd  highest  tally  in 
35  years.  They  remained  abundant  at  feeders: 
an  amazing  89  attended  one  feeder  in  town  1 1 
Feb  (RAM).  As  have  wintering  American 
Robins,  Varieds  have  adapted  to  consuming 
hulled  sunflower  seeds  at  feeders.  High  num- 
bers of  American  Pipits  were  reported  from 
Kodiak,  with  one  at  remote  Narrow  Cape  3 
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Jan  (RAM,  MM)  and  5 nearby  on  5 Jan  QW) 
that  built  to  an  amazing  flock  of  23  on  upland 
grasslands  near  Narrow  Cape  20  Jan  (RAM). 
Singles  or  very  small  numbers  of  American 
Pipits  are  usually  the  winter  norm  at  coastal 
sites.  Even  accounting  for  observer  overlap 
and  counting  conflicts  with  swirling  flocks, 
the  Anchorage  area  C.B.C.  total  of  23,566  Bo- 
hemian Waxwings  20  Dec  is  unprecedented 
and  a local  record.  Half  that  tally  is  considered 
a great  count  for  that  C.B.C. , where  the 
species  stages  and  gorges  on  ornamental  berry 
bush  concentrations  in  Dec.  Winter  warbler 
accounts  were  exceptional  given  the  harsh 
and  changing  conditions.  Orange-crowned 
Warblers  were  most  common,  with  three  Dec 
reports  of  singles  at  Sitka  1 Dec  (MRG), 
Juneau  2 Dec  (SCH),  and  Ketchikan  7 Dec 
(AWP,  SCH,  JHL),  plus  up  to  3 birds  at  Kodi- 
ak, variously  located  at  feeders  from  mid-Nov 
through  8 Feb  and  then  again  22  Feb-i-  (ph. 
RAM).  At  least  one  of  these  Kodiak  birds  was 
a bright  Southeast  lutescens  form,  which  is 
rare  in  this  half  of  the  North  Gulf.  Likely  the 
same  two  Townsends  Warblers  first  located 
around  Kodiak  City  in  late  Nov  hung  on  there 
through  20  Dec  (RAM,  JP),  where  there  have 
been  a few  winter  records.  The  latest  Wilson’s 
Warblers  were  singles  at  Juneau  7 Dec  (GBV) 
and  in  Kodiak  through  19  Dec  (RAM). 

TOWHEES  THROUGH 
HOUSE  SPARROW 

Juneau’s  Spotted  Towhee  (Alaska’s  9th  over- 
all), first  reported  11  Nov,  remained  until  9 
Dec  (BW).  Juneau  has  produced  all  but  two  of 
the  Region’s  records.  American  Tree  Sparrow 
reports  fluctuate  from  winter  to  winter  and 
locally  from  mostly  coastal  sites,  so  this  year’s 
numbers  seemed  on  the  high  side,  with  mul- 
tiple Dec  reports  in  Homer  (m.ob.),  a new 
Narrow  Cape,  Kodiak  C.B.C.  high  count  of  22 
from  31  Dec  (RAM),  and  another  group  of  6 
at  another  remote  site  feeder  through  28  Feb 
(RB).  Elsewhere,  there  were  two  separate 
Juneau  birds,  the  first  1 Jan  (PAR),  the  other 
noted  all  season  at  a feeder  (GVB),  plus  4 in 
Ketchikan  all  season  (AWP,  SCH,  JHL).  A lone 
Savannah  Sparrow  wintered  in  a grassy  plot 
on  Kodiak’s  Narrow  Cape  31  Dec-20  Jan  (ph. 
RAM),  one  of  few  mid-winter  reports  from 
the  Region.  For  some  reason,  it  was  a record 
winter  for  Fox  Sparrows,  at  least  from  coastal 
sites  between  Southeast  and  Kodiak.  High- 
lights included  a Kodiak  record  C.B.C.  tally  of 
80  on  20  Dec  (RAM),  which  dwarfed  the  pre- 
vious count  high  of  24.  Similar  record  num- 
bers came  from  s.  Southeast  at  Ketchikan, 
where  97  were  counted  on  that  C.B.C.  20  Dec 
(AWP) — four  times  the  previous  high.  Macin- 
tosh had  at  least  30  birds  just  at  his  Kodiak 


feeder  through  the  season.  The  Ketchikan 
batch  of  Fox  Sparrows  included  3 zaboria, 
and  another  was  documented  from  Sitka 
through  the  season  (ph.  MRG).  Zaboria  is  ca- 
sual in  Southeast  as  a fall  migrant  and  winter- 
ing bird.  There  were  also  2 Red  Fox  Sparrows 
at  Kodiak  27  Dec  and  11  Jan-Mar  (ph.  RAM). 
A hardy  Song  Sparrow  roosted  in  a Palmer 
area  shed  14  Dec-Mar  (ph.  RW).  Palmer  of- 
fers the  most  northerly  Song  Sparrow  nesting 
areas  in  the  state,  but  this  represents  a first  lo- 
cal and  Upper  Cook  Inlet  winter  record. 
Greater-than-usual  numbers  of  late  Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  spilled  over  into  at  least  the  first  half 
of  the  season,  highlighted  by  8 on  the 
Ketchikan  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (AWP),  where  2 was 
the  previous  high,  and  easily  a dozen  were 
scattered  around  Kodiak  1.  sites,  mostly  in 
Jan,  but  at  least  one  was  not  even  found  until 
2 Feb  (RAM,  LM).  Other  post-C.B.C.  finds 
(true  wintering  birds)  included  a single  at  an 
Auke  Bay  feeder  all  season  (GVB),  at  least  3 in 
downtown  Ketchikan  23  Jan  (AWP,  SCH), 
and  a Jan  feeder  bird  in  Sitka  all  month  (MLW, 
MET).  Ketchikan’s  continuing  Swamp  Spar- 
row was  evident  there  through  Feb  OHL), 
while  another  was  photographed  in  a brushy 
patch  in  downtown  Ketchikan  7 Dec  (ph. 
AWP,  SCH).  Although  casual  elsewhere  in  the 
Region,  Swamp  Sparrow  is  nearly  annual, 
mostly  in  late  fall  through  early  winter  in 
Ketchikan.  Two  White-throated  Sparrows 
were  located  in  early  Dec  in  Juneau,  and  one 
spent  the  entire  winter  at  a Douglas  feeder 
(PMS),  and  2 also  wintered  at  Ketchikan  feed- 
ers (KMR,  SCH),  an  average  season  tally  for 
Southeast.  This  winter  produced  2 Harris’s 
Sparrows,  one  each  from  Ketchikan  5-28  Feb 
and  later  (ph.  JHL)  and  to  the  n.  at  Anchorage 
20  Dec-i-  (fide  DFD,  RLS),  where  there  was 
one  previous  winter  record.  Harris’s  Sparrow 
is  casual  in  late  fall  through  midwinter,  most- 
ly in  Southeast.  Four  White-crowned  Spar- 
rows were  reported  from  the  Eagle  C.B.C.  17 
Dec  (no  details  as  yet),  which  if  correct  would 
be  unprecedented  from  so  far  n.  on  the  Yukon 
R.  Another  group  of  four  at  Kodiak’s  coast 
guard  base  from  27  Feb  (RAM)  was  that  area’s 
largest  ever  winter  flock.  Dark-eyed  Juncos 
made  a strong  C.B.C.  season  showing  from 
most  coastal  sites  between  Anchorage  and 
Ketchikan,  but  2 Oregon  Juncos  in  planted 
spruce  at  Dutch  Harbor’s  Strawberry  Hill  24 
Feb  (ph.  AL,  RK)  was  big  news  for  the  Aleu- 
tians, where  this  subspecies  is  casual  in  win- 
ter. Roughly  ten  percent  of  wintering  juncos 
at  Kodiak  in  the  w.  North  Gulf  are  reported  as 
Oregons  Juncos,  and  these  are  the  closest 
known  wintering  birds  to  the  e.  Aleutians. 

Macintosh  documented  a Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch  of  the  nominate  subspecies  with  a 


flock  of  local  littoralis  on  higher  ground  at  Ko- 
diak’s Narrow  Cape  20  Jan  (ph.  RAM);  one 
other  of  this  subspecies  has  been  previously 
substantiated.  A very  high  winter  showing  was 
5+  Purple  Finches  around  Ketchikan  through 
the  season,  including  3 at  one  feeder  11  Jan 
(KEM)  and  singles  elsewhere  (fide  SCH,  AWP; 
ph.).  A female-plumaged  Cassin’s  Finch  seem- 
ingly appeared  out  of  nowhere  at  a Seward 
feeder  20  Feb,  where  it  remained  through  the 
season  (ph.  CG,  ph.  AL,  m.ob.).  There  are 
three  previous  substantiated  Alaska  records 
and  another  three  sight  reports,  mostly  from 
South-coastal  sites  in  the  winter  period. 
White-winged  Crossbills  made  a strong  show- 
ing in  Southeast,  where  they  are  always  irregu- 
lar and  outnumbered  by  Reds,  with  a local 
high  count  of  64  at  Ketchikan  20  Dec  (AWP, 
SCH,  JHL)  and  good  numbers  noted  also  from 
Sitka  (MRG)  and  Juneau  (GVB).  A Hoary  Red- 
poll was  picked  out  of  a Common  flock  at  a 
Juneau  feeder  21  Jan  (ph.  PAR).  Considered 
casual  to  very  rare  in  Southeast,  Hoaries  are 
occasionally  reported,  especially  during  good 
incursion  years  for  Commons,  but  there  are 
few  documented  records  s.  and  e.  of  Cordova. 
Hoary  Redpoll  is  otherwise  mostly  confined  to 
the  Interior  in  winter,  mostly  n.  of  the  Alaska 
Range.  Pine  Siskins  tracked  southward  with 
the  Dec  cold  and  snow  storms  and  had  com- 
pletely departed  the  n.  fringes  of  its  winter 
range  in  South-coastal  Alaska  and  moved  to 
the  immediate  coastal  fringes.  The  siskin  story 
from  Kodiak  followed  this  nicely:  a few  were 
detected  in  early  Dec,  but  numbers  increased 
dramatically  by  the  20  Dec  C.B.C.,  when  the 
tally  of  1563  became  that  site’s  2nd  highest 
ever  count.  The  Shismaref  House  Sparrow  sto- 
ry continues;  a lone  male  was  found  under 
buildings  there  13  Dec-1  Feb  (KS).  None  of 
the  original  group  had  been  seen  since  Jun 
2008.  In  Ketchikan,  where  there  were  fall 
sightings,  a pair  was  located  at  a feeder  16  Jan 
(SCH),  and  two  pairs  appeared  there  10  Feb 
(AWP,  ph.  SCH).  These  represented  the  2nd 
Ketchikan  and  Southeast  winter  records.  Inter- 
estingly, House  Sparrow  is  recorded  from  all 
seasons  and  C.B.C.s  on  the  adjacent  British 
Columbia  coast  at  Prince  Rupert  and  Stewart. 
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Like  most  winter  seasons,  this  one  was 
punctuated  by  distinct  weather  events. 
Temperatures  plummeted  and  record 
snow  began  blanketing  the  Region  on  13  De- 
cember, bringing  birding  activities  to  a near 
halt.  Many  Christmas  Bird  Counts  were  either 
postponed  or  cancelled,  likely  preventing  se- 
rious injury  or  worse  to  members  of  our  re- 
porting base.  Driving  to  work  or  making  a run 
to  the  local  grocery  provided  more  than  suffi- 
cient adventure  for  most  of  us.  During  the  lat- 
ter half  of  December,  up  to  two  feet  of  snow 
buried  lowland  sections  of  western  Oregon 
and  Washington,  and  even  the  outer  coast 
had  rare  accumulations. 

Semi-hardy  and  non-hardy  species  surely 
took  a beating.  Other  than  the  nearly  annual 
(since  2002)  mid-January  flurry  of  Barn  Swal- 
lows, sightings  of  such  birds  ended  abruptly  in 
mid-December.  Eeeding  stations  attracted 
many  waifs,  including  one  misplaced  warbler 
that  was  just  the  second  of  its  kind  for  the  Re- 
gion. It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  weeks 
of  snow  cover  and  sub-freezing  temperatures 
reversed  some  of  the  recent  gains  by  species 
expanding  northward.  A powerful  subtropical 


storm  accelerated  the  early-January  thaw,  con- 
verting snowpack  into  floodwaters.  Roads  cov- 
ered by  a treacherous  sheet  of  ice  a day  or  two 
earlier  were  suddenly  submerged  by  runoff 
that  could,  at  times,  be  measured  in  feet. 

We  continue  to  turn  up  more  than  our 
share  of  hybrid  waterfowl.  No  fewer  than  ten 
goose  and  duck  crosses  pepper  this  report. 
Enhanced  observer  awareness,  coupled  with 
the  comparative  ease  of  digital  photography, 
surely  have  allowed  us  to  determine  the 
parentage  of  birds  that  formerly  would  have 
been  relegated  to  the  “mystery”  pile.  Eor  the 
second  time  in  three  years,  it  was  a “finch 
year,”  with  at  least  four  boreal/montane 
species  irrupting  into  the  Co- 
lumbia Basin. 

Abbreviations:  Einley  (Einley 

N. W.R.,  Benton);  N.S.C.B. 

(North  Spit  Coos  Bay,  Coos); 

O. S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays 
Harbor);  RN.R  (Roint  No 
Roint,  Kitsap);  RS.B.  (Rort  Su- 
san Bay,  Snohomish);  R.T. 

(Ruget  Trough);  Ridgefield 
(Ridgefield  N.W.R.,  Clark); 

WV  (Willamette  Valley). 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  CRANES 

Supra-normal  numbers  of 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
wintered  in  w.  Washington, 
highlighted  by  49  at  O.S.  29 
Dec  (fide  D.  Moore)  and  40 
near  Snohomish  16  Eeb  (SM). 

A Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  X taverneri  Cackling 
Goose,  previously  undocu- 
mented in  the  Region,  inhabit- 
ed Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  12  Dec  (ph.  SM, 
Dl).  Eour  Emperor  Geese  included  2 re- 
turnees at  South  Bend,  Pacific  18  Jan-24  Jan, 
with  one  present  through  23  Eeb  (R.  Robin- 
son). Another  wintered  at  Bandon  (m.ob.). 


and  Linns  first  was  e.  of  Harrisburg  26  Dec+ 
(Dl,  J.  Hansen).  The  4000+  Snow  Geese  on 
Sauvie  1.  5 Dec  OGa)  is  ten-fold  the  number 
one  might  have  expected  there  two  decades 
earlier.  An  astounding  2000  Snows  were  at 
Whitcomb  L,  Benton  7 Eeb  (Wilson  Cady); 
this  species  is  generally  scarce  during  winter 
in  e.  Washington,  and  so  these  were  pre- 
sumed to  be  early  northbound  migrants.  A 
Snow  Goose  x Ross’s  Goose  hybrid,  detected 
nearly  annually  in  the  Region,  was  among 
Snows  at  RS.B.  3 Jan  (SM,  SR).  The  Eir  L,  Sk- 
agit Snow  Goose  flocks  contained  just  one 
Blue  Goose  1 Jan-7  Eeb  (RM);  9 had  congre- 
gated there  the  previous  winter.  Six  westside 


Ross’s  Geese  5 Dec+  was  sub-par  but  included 
a rare  coastal  bird  at  Elorence  19  Dec  (V.  DiR- 
ietro);  most  are  found  flocking  with  minima 
Cackling  Geese  in  the  WV  Two  tardy  Ross’s  at 
Chief  Timothy  S.R.,  Asotin  2 Dec  (G. 


One  of  10  different  waterfowl  hybrids  identified  in  Oregon  and  Washington  in 
winter  2008-2009,  this  Mallard  x American  Wigeon,  photographed  in  the  com- 
pany of  American  Wigeon  at  Maryhill,  Klickitat  County  14  December  2008,  was 
the  Oregon  & Washington  region's  first  of  this  cross  and  one  of  two  such  birds 
found  in  Washington  during  the  season.  Though  mostly  Mallard-like  in  appear- 
ance, this  bird  showed  extensive  brown  on  the  upper  flanks,  generally  darker 
and  more  brownish  flanks  and  back,  no  clear  division  between  the  brown  on  the 
breast  and  gray  flanks,  and  long  central  tail  feathers.  The  bill  was  a cold  bluish 
gray.  Photograph  by  David  Irons. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 
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Slaty-backed  Gulls  are  now  detected  annually  in  winter  in  the  Oregon  & Wash- 
ington region.  This  third-cycle  bird,  photographed  20  February  2009,  inhabited 
the  Portland  waterfront  24  January  and  later.  It  shows  the  diagnostic  string  of 
subterminal  white  spots  on  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  primaries,  as  well  as  a 
light  eye  and  extensive  brown  streaking  and  spotting  on  the  head  and  under- 
parts. Photograph  by  David  Irons. 


McWethy)  and  an  early  northbound  bird  at 
Royal  L.,  Grant  27-28  Feb  (RH)  represent  e. 
Washingtons  first  winter  season  reports  since 
2004.  Single  Aleutian  Cackling  Geese  were  at 
Nisqually  11  Dec  (SM)  and  near  Sylvana,  Sno- 
homish  3 Jan  (SM,  SP);  this  subspecies  (leuco- 
pareia)  is  extremely  rare  in  Washington  dur- 
ing winter,  with  virtually  all  records  coining 
from  the  outer  coast.  Other  Cackling  sub- 
species continued  to  stretch  their  wintering 
range  northward  into  the  PT.  Groups  of  92 
tavemeh  and  5 minima  near  Sylvana  3 Jan 
(SM)  and  25  taverneri  at  Allen,  Skagit  26  Dec 
(RM)  were  50  km+  farther  n.  than  flocks  that 
reached  the  Snohomish  R.  in  2007-2008.  Sev- 
enty-two southbound  taverneri  on  Wickiup 
Res.  7 Dec  was  a record  for  Deschutes  (CM, 
MM),  while  minima  Cackling  Geese  in  e. 
Washington  lingered  until  13  Dec,  with  14  at 
McNary  N.W.R.  (DI,  SM),  and  returned  by  28 
Feb,  with  19  at  Moses  Lake  (DS).  A maxima 
Canada  Goose  at  Blyn,  Clallam  8 Feb  provid- 
ed w.  Washington’s  first  record  since  a failed 
introduction  in  the  early  1970s  (TSM,  BW). 
This  taxon  may  be  a rare  and,  perhaps,  regu- 
lar migrant  in  e.  Washington.  A Dusky  Cana- 
da Goose  (B.  c.  occidentalis)  at  Cape  Flattery, 
Clallam  17  Jan  (BW,  DWg)  and  4 near  Blyn  8 
Feb  (BW,  SM)  were  well  n.  of  this  subspecies’ 
winter  range  in  sw.  Washington.  Three  Brant 
strayed  from  salt  water,  including  singles  at 
Marymoor,  King  5 Dec  Q-  Cohen),  at  Hills- 
boro, Washington  5-10  Dec  (L.  Humphreys), 
and  Eugene  11  Feb  (TM).  Two  Trumpeter 
Swans  on  Suttle  L.,  Jefferson  in  Oregon’s  cen. 
Cascades  3 Jan  were  far  from  expected  haunts 
(S.  Shunk).  Six  wintering  near  Mosier,  Wasco 


(SJ)  were  similarly  unexpect- 
ed. The  bulk  of  the  Region’s 
wintering  Trumpeter  Swans 
inhabit  the  PT.,  as  evidenced 
by  the  1700  birds  in  nw.  Sno- 
homish and  sw.  Skagit  25  Jan 
(SM).  A Bewick’s  Swan  near 
Brady,  Grays  Harbor  18  Jan-27 
Feb  was  Washington’s  11th 
(vt.  BW,  ph.  DWg). 

A slightly  below-average  9 
eastside  Eurasian  Wigeons 
were  found  away  from  favored 
Klamath.  Hybrid  wigeon  were 
widely  reported  and  are  now 
so  expected  that  they  barely 
warrant  mention.  Two  Blue- 
winged Teal  graced  the  Elwha 
R.  mouth,  Clallam  11  Jan 
(BW);  this  species  is  less  than 
annual  in  the  Region  during 
winter.  Numbers  of  Cinnamon 
Teal  wintering  in  w.  Oregon 
have  been  on  the  rise  for  at 
least  a decade.  In  addition  to  the  traditional 
flock  (40-55  birds)  at  Svensen  1.,  Clatsop 
(MP),  smaller  groups — totaling  more  than  30 
birds — were  reported  from  several  locales. 
Similarly,  11  Cinnamon  Teal  were  at  Ridge- 
field 12  Dec  (Dl,  SM),  with  4 remaining  until 
6 Jan  (BF).  A Northern  Shoveler  x Cinnamon 
Teal  hybrid  lingered  at  Ridgefield  until  4 Dec 
(S.  Carpenter).  Reports  of  other  hybrid  dab- 
bling ducks  were  plentiful,  including  the  Re- 
gion's 2nd  Northern  Pintail  x American 
Wigeon  at  Edison,  Skagit  28 
Jan  (RM,  JB-P),  the  Region’s 
first  two  Mallard  x American 
Wigeons,  near  Maryhill,  Klick- 
itat 11  Dec  (DI,  ph.  SM)  and 
near  Rexville,  Skagit  22  Eeb 
(ph.  SM),  and  a Mallard  x 
Northern  Pintail  at  Samish 
Flats  28  Jan  (RM).  Washing- 
ton’s 3rd  Baikal  Teal  graced 
Ridgefield  31  Jan  (tC.  Craw- 
ford, B.  Crawford,  ph.  S. 

Kohl);  all  three  records  have 
occurred  since  2004,  coincid- 
ing with  dramatic  increases  in 
this  species’  world  population 
(Delaney  and  Scott  2006,  Wa- 
terbird  Population  Estimates).  A 
congregation  of  17,000  Green- 
winged Teal  at  RS.B.  3 Jan  (SM,  SP)  eclipsed 
the  prior  Washington  record.  Eurasian  Teal 
showed  well,  with  9 in  Washington  and  5 in 
Oregon;  4 were  together  at  Edison  27  Feb 
(TA),  equaling  Washington’s  record  count. 
Western  Washington  hosted  all  4 Eurasian 
Teal  X Green-winged  Teal  intergrades. 


The  2500  Canvasbacks  at  Wallula,  Walla 
Walla  19  Jan  (M&MLD)  was  Washington’s 
highest  count  in  more  than  four  decades  and 
the  2nd  highest  count  ever;  2800  Canvas- 
backs  inhabited  Turnbull  N.W.R. , Spokane 
during  the  winter  of  1966-1967  (Birds  of 
Washington  2005,  Wahl  et  ah,  eds.).  Flocks  of 
79  Canvasbacks  near  Hillsboro  3 Jan  (SS)  and 
63  at  Vanport  Wetlands  21  Jan  (AF)  were 
good  counts  for  the  WV.  The  1300  Ring- 
necked Ducks  congregated  at  Capitol  L., 
Thurston  7 Dec  (SM,  BT)  made  a w.  Washing- 
ton record.  Three  Tufted  Ducks  was  slightly 
above  average;  singles  enlivened  L.  Erie,  Sk- 
agit 11  Jan-22  Feb  (GB),  Clatskanie,  Colum- 
bia 13  Jan-7  Feb  (D.  Coggswell),  and  Port- 
land 21  Feb-i-  (A.  Clausing,  m.ob.).  A Tufted 
Duck  X Greater  Scaup  along  the  Columbia  R. 
between  Rufus,  Sherman  and  the  John  Day 
Dam  3 Jam-  (ph.  CM,  D,  Faxon)  also  wintered 
here  in  2007-2008;  this  cross  first  appeared 
locally  in  2003,  suggesting  that  one  individ- 
ual may  be  returning  annually.  A Surf  Scoter 
at  Haystack  Res.,  Jefferson  1 Feb  (CM)  was 
noteworthy,  as  scoters  of  any  species  are  not 
annual  e.  of  the  Cascades  during  winter. 
Three  eastside  White-winged  Scoters  was  ex- 
ceptional; singles  visited  Sand  Station, 
Umatilla  late  Nov-13  Dec  (M&MLD,  DI), 
Klamath  Falls  12-13  Dec  (DM),  and  L. 
Chelan,  Chelan  2 Feb  (DG).  Two  additional 
inland  White-wingeds  were  at  Hyatt  L..  Jack- 
son  10  Dec  (R.  Ketchum).  As  is  the  norm,  all 
9 eastside  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  in  Wash- 
ington, including  6 together  at  Wannapum 


Dam,  Giant  28  Feb  (DG,  R,  Meyers).  A Com- 
mon Goldeneye  x Barrow’s  Goldeneye  hybrid 
visited  Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  22  Dec  (ph.  BW); 
this  cross  has  proven  annual  in  the  PT.  His- 
torically not  annual  on  the  Oregon  coast, 
male  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  wintered  again 
(8th  year)  at  Astoria  (L.  Cain)  and  at  Siletz 


Oregon's  second  Pine  Warbler  endured  the  coldest  weather  of  the  winter  (temper- 
atures hovering  in  the  middle  to  low  teens)  by  making  many  daily  visits  to  a suet 
feeder  in  La  Grande,  Union  County.  This  male,  photographed  on  5 January  2009, 
initially  appeared  on  20  December  2008  and  remained  through  15  January  2009, 
when  it  disappeared  coincident  with  a warming  trend.  Photograph  by  Kent  Coe. 
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This  first-year  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  photographed  21  February  2009  at  Sun- 
crest,  Stevens  County,  Washington,  braved  much  of  the  winter,  remaining  through  13 
March.  Photograph  by  Michael  Woodruff. 


Bay,  Lincoln  (C.  Karlen,  R Sullivan).  Barrows 
are  similarly  unexpected  in  the  interior  low- 
lands of  w.  Oregon,  thus  one  near  Roseburg, 
Douglas  20  Dec  (fide  R.  Maertz)  and  3 at  Eu- 
gene 29  Dec  (P.  Patricelli)  were  noteworthy. 

Heavy  southbound  movements  of  Red- 
throated  Loons  persisted  into  early  Dec;  5000 
flew  past  Boiler  Bay  9 Dec  (PP).  A goodly  13 
eastside  Pacific  Loons  were  all  in  Washing- 
ton. Surprisingly,  11  were  reported  during 
Jan  and  Feb;  this  species  is  rare  after  mid-Dec 
e.  of  the  Cascades.  Another  late  inland  Pacific 
was  at  Portland  12  Jan  (AF).  Eight  Yellow- 
billed Loons  were  noted  in  w.  Washington, 
including  a maximum  of  4 in  Dungeness  Bay, 
Clallam  15  Dec  (CW,  BL),  while  none  was  de- 
tected in  Oregon.  An  extremely  rare  eastside 
Yellow-billed  inhabited  L.  Chelan  21  Jan-2 
Feb  (fide  MS,  DG).  This  individual  disap- 
peared but  was  then  relocated  60  km  away  at 
Chief  Joseph  Dam,  Douglas  11  Feb  (MS).  A 
paltry  2 Clark’s  Grebes  (5  is  the  norm)  were 
detected  in  w.  Washington  this  winter.  A 
Clark’s  along  the  Columbia  R.  near  Wallula 
Junction,  Walla  Walla  1 Jan  (M&MLD) 
marks  the  3rd  consecutive  winter  that  this 
species  has  been  reported  in  e.  Washington, 
where  historically  rare  at  this  season. 

The  season’s  lone  pelagic  trip,  out  of  New- 
port 21  Feb,  encountered  one  Laysan  Alba- 
tross and  10  Black-footed  Albatrosses  (GGi). 
The  same  trip  tallied  104  Northern  Fulmars, 
which  went  otherwise  unreported.  A Pink- 
footed Shearwater  flew  past  Boiler  Bay  8 Dec 
(PP),  and  6 were  off  Newport  21  Feb  (GGi). 
All-dark  shearwaters  seen  from  Boiler  Bay  8- 
18  Dec  were  mostly  identified  as  Short-tailed 
Shearwaters,  including  8 there  on  8 Dec  (PP), 
while  the  21  Feb  pelagic  encountered  13 
Sooty  Shearwaters  (GGi).  For  the  first  time  in 
seven  winters,  no  tubenoses  were  reported  in 
the  RT.  An  American  White  Pelican  lingered 


on  Upper  Klamath  L. 
through  at  least  6 Dec  (D. 
Hewitt)  and  another  was  at 
Baskett  Slough  N.W.R.  25 
Jan  0-  Hayes).  White  Peli- 
cans have  wintered  in  the 
WV.  somewhat  regularly 
over  the  past  decade.  As- 
tounding numbers  of 
Brown  Pelicans  carpeted 
the  Oregon  coast  well  into 
Dec.  Morning  flights  pro- 
duced counts  of  2000-4000 
birds  at  Boiler  Bay  8-18  Dec 
(PP).  Many  of  these  north- 
bound birds  spent  their 
days  feeding  and  loafing  at 
the  mouth  of  Siletz  Bay, 
where  counts  reached  2000 
birds  in  mid-Dec.  Aside  from  a handful  of  re- 
ports of  4-8  birds  during  Jan,  these  pelicans 
were  gone  by  late  Dec.  Though  now  annual  in 
Oregon,  Brown  Pelicans  remain  rare  in  Wash- 
ington during  winter,  so  singles  at  Ediz  Hook, 
Clallam  11-14  Jan  (BW),  at  the  Hoh  R. 
mouth,  Jefferson  17  Jan  (BW,  DWg),  and  at 
Westport  19  Jan  (BT)  were  noteworthy.  A tal- 
ly of  52  at  O.S.  27  Dec  (fide  D.  Moore)  was  an 
extraordinary  mid-winter  tally.  Equally  re- 
markable were  two  reports  of  Brown  Pelicans 
in  the  P.T.,  which  has  only  a few  antecedent 
winter  records;  one  was  at  Pt.  Wilson,  Jeffer- 
son 5 Jan  (B.  Whitney)  and  another  appeared 
near  Olympia  14  Jan  (C.  Ceci).  A single 
Brown  Pelican  strayed  up  the  Columbia  R.  to 
Portland  31  Dec  (fide  HN).  Most  unexpected 
were  10  ad.  Brandt’s  Cormorants  actively 
tending  nest  sites  in  full  breeding  plumage 
near  Westport  19  Jan  (BT);  the  mean  date  for 
the  arrival  of  older  males  on  California’s  Far- 
allon  Is.  is  21  Apr  (Wallace  and  Wallacel998, 
<http;//bna. birds. Cornell. edu>). 

American  Bitterns,  once  considered  ex- 
tremely rare  Nov-Feb  in  e.  Washington  and 
ne.  Oregon,  have  appeared  in  the  Columbia 
Basin  in  three  consecutive  winters.  One  at 
Ladd  Marsh  2 Jan  (D.  Bronson)  was  a winter 
first  for  Union,  while  3 together  at  Columbia 
N.W.R.,  Grant  22  Feb  (RH)  was  highly  un- 
usual. Considering  the  severity  of  the  winter, 
one  wonders  if  this  trio  was  actually  winter- 
ing or  were  very  early  migrants.  Oregon’s  6th 
Little  Blue  Heron,  which  first  appeared  at 
Neskowin,  Tillamook  in  Nov  2008,  wintered 
at  nearby  Siletz  Bay  (R.  Lowe,  m.ob.);  this  is 
the  Region’s  2nd  winter  record.  Cattle  Egrets 
lingered  in  w.  Washington,  providing  the  first 
winter  season  reports  since  2005;  singles  were 
at  Fir  L,  Skagit  into  early  Dec  (M.  Axelson) 
and  near  Sequim  through  15  Dec  (DW).  Ore- 
gon’s lone  Cattle  Egret  graced  Monroe,  Benton 
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6 Dec  (D.  Horgan,  J.  Hubbard).  Two  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  roosts  at  Moses  Lake 
held  131  birds  13  Dec  (DS);  the  only  larger 
wintering  population  in  the  Region  is  in  Kla- 
math. It  should  be  noted  that  these  night- 
herons  were  preying  on  crayfish,  which  are 
abundant  in  Moses  Lake,  perhaps  explaining 
the  attraction  to  this  locale. 

Three  Turkey  Vultures  soaring  over  Seattle 
15  Dec  (fide  D.  MacRae)  and  another  at  Cle 
Elum,  Kittitas  (TO)  the  same  day  were  about 
six  weeks  tardy.  As  has  become  the  norm,  vul- 
tures wintered  at  several  sites  in  the  s.  WV. 
and  sw.  Oregon.  Northbound  birds  began 
drifting  into  w.  Oregon  during  late  Jan,  and 
the  earliest  eastside  birds  appeared  at 
Prineville,  Crook  15  Feb  (N.  MacDonald)  and 
at  Turnbull  N.W.R. , Spokane  28  Feb  (TO).  An 
Osprey,  now  nearly  annual  during  winter  in 
Washington,  visited  Cowlitz,  Lewis  22  Feb 
(D.  Hayden).  In  addition  to  expected  birds  at 
Coos  Bay  and  Eugene,  single  Ospreys  graced 
Seaside,  Clatsop  26  Jan  (D.  Bailey)  and  West- 
fir,  Lane  31  Jan  (C.  Ferland);  the  latter  site  is 
at  365  m elevation  in  the  foothills  of  the  Cas- 
cades. Just  2 Red-shouldered  Hawks  were 
noted  in  sw.  Washington,  but  one  in  nw. 
Washington,  where  still  rare,  wintered  for  the 
3rd  straight  year  at  Kent  (m.ob.).  A Swain- 
son’s  Hawk  spent  much  of  the  season  in 
Shillapoo  Bottoms  (ph.  L.  Topinka,  BT);  eight 
of  the  Region’s  10  winter  records  have  come 
in  the  past  six  years.  In  e.  Washington,  where 
Ferruginous  Hawks  are  not  annual  during 
winter,  3 were  detected  27  Dec-24  Jan.  A rare 
dark-morph  Ferruginous  at  Finley  13  Dec 
(WDR)  was  doubly  surprising;  this  species  is 
rare  in  the  WY  at  any  season.  The  Merlin  of 
subspecies  richardsoni  at  Alfalfa,  Deschutes  6 
Dec  (PL)  was  a rare  winter  find;  nearly  all  Re- 
gional records  of  this  taxon  have  occurred 
during  spring  and  fall  migrations.  Six  west- 
side  Gyrfalcons  9 Dec+  was  slightly  sub-par, 
while  an  impressive  7 were  noted  on  the  east- 
side  (all  in  Washington)  26  Dec+.  Prairie  Fal- 
cons showed  well  again  on  the  westside,  with 
10  in  Oregon  and  2 in  Washington.  A rare 
coastal  bird  was  at  Norway,  Coos  3-8  Jan  and 
later  (Dl,  TR). 

It  has  come  to  light  that  a flock  of  5-6 
Sandhill  Cranes  has  been  wintering  at 
Frenchman  Wildlife  Reserve,  Grant  for  at 
least  five  years  (fide  RH).  This  season,  10-12 
Sandhills  were  in  this  area  throughout  the 
season  (RH);  cranes  are  ty'pically  less  than  an- 
nual in  e.  Washington  during  winter.  A late 
flock  of  55  at  Royal  Camp,  Grant  4 Dec  (RH) 
apparently  departed  before  the  season’s  first 
major  cold  front  hit  the  Region  10  days  later. 
Northbound  flocks  were  widely  reported  over 
w.  Oregon  24-27  Feb. 
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SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Now  expected,  3 Lesser  Yellowlegs  spent  the 
season  in  w.  Oregon,  where  formerly  absent 
during  winter.  Another  Lesser,  near  Vancou- 
ver, Clark  12  Dec  (SM,  DI),  marked  the  9th 
consecutive  winter  that  this  species  has  oc- 
curred in  Washington,  quite  remarkable,  given 
that  there  was  one  such  report  during  the 
1990s.  Rare  away  from  the  outer  coast  during 
winter,  2 Marbled  Godwits  were  near  Port 
Townsend,  Jefferson  3 Dec-11  Jan  (RM,  TA, 
BW,  JB-P).  Coos  Bay  hosted  a Red  Knot 
throughout  the  season,  just  the  4th  in  the  Re- 
gion over  the  past  five  winters.  Small  flocks  of 
Least  Sandpipers  totaling  29  birds  inhabited 
W.W.R.D.,  the  Yakima  R.  delta,  Benton,  and 
Soap  L,  Grant  1-13  Dec;  these  birds  disap- 
peared with  the  onset  of  subfreezing  tempera- 
tures 14  Dec+.  Ninety-two  Leasts  at  Crockett 
L.,  Island  1 Feb  (SM,  D.  Froelich)  was  an  ex- 
ceptional mid-winter  tally  for  the  RT.  Though 
Dunlin  are  now  expected  in  e.  Washington 
during  winter,  counts  of  51  at  W.W.R.D.  13 
Dec  (M&MLD,  Dl,  SM)  and  68  at  Moses  Lake 
28  Feb  were  exceptional.  One  at  Bend  6 Dec 
(PL)  was  the  only  report  from  e.  Oregon.  A 
Ruff  at  Coos  Bay  30  Nov-13  Dec  (RHo,  TR) 
was  the  Region’s  6th  in  winter;  incredibly,  four 
of  the  antecedent  reports  occurred  during  the 
winter  of  2002-2003.  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
tarried  into  Dec  in  both  states,  where  less  than 
annual  in  winter.  One  at  Samish  Flats  9 Dec 
was  Washington’s  first  in  winter  since  2000 
(MB),  and  another  frequented  Coos  Bay  9-14 
Dec  (TR).  Six  Long-billed  Dowitchers  at  Bend 
9 Dec  (PL)  were  presumed  tardy  migrants;  this 
species  rarely  winters  on  the  eastside.  Perhaps 
expected  given  the  concentrations  of  pelicans 
described  above,  hundreds  of  Heermann’s 
Gulls  lingered  into  mid-Dec  along  the  Oregon 
coast;  300  at  Boiler  Bay  9 Dec  (PP)  was  the 
high  count.  The  latest  were  at  Newport  and 
Boiler  Bay  21  Dec  (WH,  PP).  One  at  Seaside, 
Clatsop  25  Feb  (DB)  likely  wintered,  as  north- 
bound Heermann’s  rarely  reach  the  Region  be- 
fore late  Apr.  Twelve  Mew  Gulls  scattered 
across  e.  Washington  13  Dec-22  Feb  was 
above  average.  A single  Mew  visited  Klamath 
Falls’  L.  Ewauna  21  Feb  (KS);  they  are  almost 
annual  at  this  site.  Single  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls,  annual  in  e.  Washington  since  1998,  en- 
livened Leslie  Grove  Park,  Benton  1 Jan  (tNL) 
and  the  W.W.R.D.,  Walla  Walla  15  Jan 
(tM&MLD);  a few  returning  birds  likely  ac- 
count for  most,  if  not  all,  of  these  records. 
Since  2002,  Slaty-backed  Gulls  have  appeared 
annually  in  the  Region  Nov-Apr;  Washington’s 
16th  was  at  Everett  26-28  Dec  (S.  Atkinson) 
and  Oregon’s  12th,  a third-cycle  bird,  resided 
at  Portland  24  Jan+  (ph,  G.  Canterbury,  ML, 


m.ob.).  An  ad.  Western  Gull  was  at  McNary 
Dam  13  Dec  (DI,  SM);  Westerns  are  detected 
annually  along  this  section  of  the  Columbia  R. 
but  are  quite  rare  elsewhere  on  the  eastside. 
We  recommend  caution  when  identifying  ap- 
parent Westerns  far  inland,  as  many  are  likely 
Western  Gull  x Glaucous-winged  Gull  hy- 
brids. Glaucous  Gulls  showed  spectacularly, 
■with  55  in  the  Region;  observer  effort  and  ex- 
pertise surely  explains  the  increasing  reports  of 
this  species.  All  24  Oregon  birds  were  on  the 
westside,  including  up  to  9 around  Newport 
Jan-Feb  (WH),  while  11  of  Washington’s  31 
Glaucous  were  e.  of  the  Cascades.  A Glaucous 
Gull  X Herring  Gull  hybrid  was  noted  at  Se- 
quim  8 Feb  (ph.  SM,  BW);  this  hybrid  is  not 
identihed  annually  in  Washington. 

Oregon’s  7th  Thick-billed  Murre  was  at 
Boiler  Bay  15  Dec  (tPP),  while  Washington’s 
18th  drifted  past  Pt.  No  Point  12  Jan  (tVN).  A 
Washington  record  1350  Marbled  Murrelets 
winged  past  Pt.  Wilson,  Jefferson  during  a one- 
hour  period  8 Feb  (BW,  SM).  Similarly,  600 
Ancient  Murrelets  seen  from  Boiler  Bay  16 
Dec  (PP)  was  an  Oregon  record.  Single 
Cassin’s  Auklets,  very  rare  for  the  P.T.,  were  off 
of  Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  6 Dec  (BW,  GG,  DW) 
and  near  Pt.  Defiance,  Pierce  20  Dec  (CW). 
Though  scarce  inshore  during  winter,  Cassin’s 
are  abundant  offshore,  as  evidenced  by  2000 
out  of  Newport  21  Feb  (GGi).  A flight  of  6000 
Rhinoceros  Auklets  at  Boiler  Bay  9 Dec  (PP) 
was  an  exceptional  winter  count. 

A recent  clearcut  near  Pilchuck,  Skagit 
hoarded  all  4 westside  Snowy  Owls  28  Feb  (S. 
Aslanian).  Ten  eastside  Snowies,  8 in  Wash- 
ington and  2 in  Oregon,  was  about  normal  for 
a non-invasion  year.  Northern  Hawk  Owls 
graced  the  Columbia  Basin  for  the  2nd  con- 
secutive winter.  One  hunted  a residential 
driveway  along  Buzzard  Lake  Rd.,  Okanogan 
15  Dec  (tGordon  Kent);  another,  discovered 
near  Bridgeport,  Douglas  13  Jan  (MS),  disap- 
peared briefly  and  then  reappeared  3 Feb  near 
Mansfield,  Douglas,  where  it  remained 
through  the  season  (SP,  MS).  Three  Northern 
Pygmy-Owls  were  noted  away  from  forested 
areas  in  the  Columbia  Basin,  where  not  de- 
tected annually;  singles  were  at  Coulee  Dam, 
Grant  2 Jan  (RF),  Grand  Coulee,  Grant  26  Jan 
(G.  Sheridan),  and  Vantage  15  Feb  (D.  Hay- 
den). Individual  Burrowing  Owls  returned 
and  wintered  again  s.  of  Corvallis  (M.  Cutler) 
and  e.  of  Peoria,  Linn  (RC);  the  latter  bird  was 
found  dead  in  mid-Jan.  The  WV  averages  2-3 
per  winter.  The  Great  Gray  Owl  that  frequent- 
ed the  outskirts  of  Colville,  Stevens  14-18  Jan 
(W.  Current,  TO)  was  far  from  normal  haunts. 
A group  of  12+  Short-eared  Owls  roosting  at 
Finley’s  Prairie  Overlook  restoration  area  28 
Dec  (L.  Millbank)  was  encouraging;  wintering 


numbers  of  this  species  have  been  declining  in 
the  W.V  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  again  attempt- 
ed to  winter  in  e.  Washington.  One  remained 
at  Canyon  Terrace,  Benton  through  24  Dec 
(fide  NL),  and  3 w.  of  Yakima  persisted  to  28 
Dec  (fide  DG).  All  four  disappeared  when  tem- 
peratures dropped,  while  another  Anna’s  sur- 
vived the  season  at  Balfour  Park,  Klickitat  (C. 
Flick).  For  the  first  time  since  2000-2001, 
there  were  no  mid-winter  reports  of  Selaspbo- 
nis  hummingbirds.  As  has  become  the  norm, 
the  earliest  northbound  Rufous  Humming- 
birds appeared  during  the  last  week  of  Jan; 
one  at  Roseburg  28  Jan  (R.  Maertz)  was  slight- 
ly early  for  sw.  Oregon,  while  another  male  at 
Everett  29  Jan  (SM)  was  about  four  weeks  ear- 
ly for  the  PT.;  arrivals  across  the  Region  ap- 
peared 21-26  Feb.  No  Williamson’s  Sapsuck- 
ers  were  reported  from  Washington,  where 
they  have  been  nearly  annual  during  winter 
since  1998.  However,  3 were  detected  in  Ore- 
gon 13  Dec-Jan.  A male  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  at  Grants  Pass,  Josephine  20  Dec  (M. 
Klein,  ph.  DV)  and  a female  at  Baskett  Slough 
N.W.R.  16  Feb  (tAS  et  al.)  were  in  w.  Oregon, 
where  nearly  annual  in  winter.  Rare  w.  of  the 
Cascades  at  any  season,  a Red-breasted  Sap- 
sucker  X Red-naped  Sapsucker  hybrid  en- 
livened Marymoor  Park,  King  29  Jan  (ph.  RM, 
MH);  in  recent  years,  westside  birds  initially 
reported  as  pure  Red-napeds  have  often 
proved  to  be  this  cross.  Red-breasted  Sapsuck- 
ers  are  quite  rare  in  ne.  Oregon,  so  2 there  dur- 
ing the  same  winter  bordered  on  astonishing. 
One  was  found  on  the  Wallowa  County  C.B.C. 
14  Dec  (J.  Hohmann).  Another,  seen  repeated- 
ly at  Ea  Grande,  Union  23  Dec-2  Feb  (tDT), 
had  plumage  consistent  with  the  s.  subspecies 
daggetti,  whose  breeding  range  extends  only 
as  far  n.  as  sw.  Oregon;  eastside  Red-breasted 
Sapsuckers  are  typically  assigned  to  the  more 
northerly  ruber 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Eight  Say’s  Phoebes  1 Dec-mid-Feb  represent- 
ed a typical  haul  for  w.  Oregon;  as  expected,  3 
wintered  at  Cape  Blanco,  where  annual 
(TJW).  Single  Tropical/Couch’s  Kingbirds 
lingered  at  Cape  Blanco  through  4 Dec 
(TJW),  Mt.  Vernon,  Skagit  through  18  Dec  (B. 
Hamblin),  and  Brookings  through  8 Dec 
(DM),  furnishing  just  the  9th-llth  winter 
records  for  the  Region,  all  but  two  since  2001; 
calls  heard  from  the  Washington  bird  con- 
firmed that  it  was  a Tropical.  The  N.S.C.B. 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher,  reported  in  our  fall 
column,  persisted  just  long  enough  to  yield 
the  Region’s  first  winter  season  record,  re- 
maining there  24  Nov-3  Dec  (TR). 

Steller’s  Jays  rarely  stray  into  the  lower  Co- 
lumbia Basin,  making  one  at  Moses  Lake, 
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Grant  27  Dec-9  Jan  (H,  Hutshell,  DS)  quite 
noteworthy.  It  was  a non-invasion  year  for 
Blue  Jay  with  just  hve  reports,  all  but  one 
from  Washington;  the  lone  westside  bird 
spent  the  season  at  LaConner,  Skagit  (m.ob.). 
Though  Western  Scrub-Jays  continue  to  ex- 
pand into  the  Yakima  Valley,  with  about  15  re- 
ports this  period,  none  were  reported  e.  of 
Yakima  for  the  hrst  time  in  several  winters; 
the  extremely  harsh  winter  may  have  tem- 
porarily halted  this  advance.  A Dec-Jan  mini- 
irruption of  Clarks  Nutcrackers  was  conhned 
to  e.  Washington,  with  birds  appearing  in  sev- 
eral canyons  along  the  s.  side  of  the  Columbia 
R.  from  the  Spokane  R.  mouth,  Lincoln  to 
Brewster,  Okanogctn.  Hawk  Creek,  Lincoln 
hosted  120  on  28  Dec  (MW),  while  nearby 
Mill  Creek  Canyon,  Lincoln  had  27  on  28  Jan 
(E  Haywood).  Another  stray  nutcracker  was 
along  the  Little  Spokane  R.,  Spokane  11  Jan 
(MW),  and  25  visited  Central  Ferry  Canyon, 
Douglas  25  Jan  (RH). 

Consistent  with  the  past  few  years,  but 
about  two  weeks  earlier  than  the  long-term 
average,  northbound  Tree  Swallows  arrived  in 
both  states  by  20  Jan.  Three  Barn  Swallows  at 
McNary  Dam,  Umatilla  13  Dec  (DI,  SM)  were 
the  seasons  only  late  southbound  birds.  Yet 
another  mid-winter  pulse  of  Barn  Swallows  in 
the  Region  generated  reports  of  26  birds  (19 
in  Washington,  7 in  Oregon)  14-23  Jan;  these 
numbers  were  a shadow  of  those  produced  by 
previous  winter  flights  (2002-2006).  Though 
the  causes  of  these  mid-winter  events  remain 
a mystery,  weather  appears  to  have  played  a 
role  this  season.  The  incursion  occurred  on 
the  heels  of  the  seasons  only  major  subtropi- 
cal rain  event  (often  referred  to  as  a “Pineap- 
ple Express”)-  As  usual,  there  were  no  reports 
of  Barn  Swallows  in  the  weeks  immediately 
before  or  after  this  influx.  After  a minor  fall  ir- 
ruption, 13  Mountain  Chickadees  were  noted 
in  w.  Washington  20  Dec-14  Feb.  Only  one, 
at  Hoquiam,  Grays  Harbor  11  Dec-2  Jan  (R. 
Sullivan  et  ah),  was  w.  of  the  PT.  Aside  from 
some  altitudinal  movement.  Boreal  Chick- 
adees are  considered  non-migratory  in  the  Re- 
gion. Hence,  the  presence  of  4 more  than  30 
km  from  known  populations,  at  Thomas  Lake 
Campground,  Stevens  30  Jan  (K.  Thorburn), 
perhaps  suggests  the  expansion  or  irruption 
of  yet  another  montane  species.  Bewick’s 
Wrens  continue  to  stretch  their  range  east- 
ward, primarily  along  riparian  corridors.  A 
Christmas  count  in  Wallowa  found  its  hrst 
ever  on  14  Dec,  while  a count  in  neighboring 
Union  detected  a record-tying  9 Bewick’s  on  4 
Jan  (fide  DT).  A Swainson’s  Thrush  still  at 
Portland  16  Dec  (ph.  SF)  appeared  to  have  an 
injured  wing;  though  often  reported,  this 
species  is  extremely  rare  in  the  Region 


Nov-late  Apr.  Surveys  of  an  American  Robin 
roost  near  Naches,  Yakima  produced  tallies  of 
92,633  and  98,581  birds  on  successive 
evenings  14-15  Feb  Q-  Kozma,  SDs).  Though 
impressive,  these  counts  are  not  quite  half  of 
the  Region’s  published  record:  200,000  at 
Union  Gap,  Yakima  15  Mar  2002. 

Following  two  consecutive  sub-par  winters, 
7 Northern  Mockingbirds  was  near  normal; 
one  near  Vancouver,  Clark  29  Jan  (E.  Elias) 
was  the  lone  report  from  Washington.  A 
Brown  Thrasher  at  Silverton,  Marion  26-29 
Dec  (M.  Schneider,  ph./vt.  T.  Bray)  was  the 
hrst  winter  report  since  1996;  all  but  one  of 
the  Region’s  13  winter  records  have  come  from 
Oregon.  American  Pipits  are  quite  scarce  on 
the  eastside  during  winter;  thus,  flocks  of  12 
at  Yakima  13  Dec  (K.  Turley)  and  35  nearjohn 
Day  Dam,  Klickitat  14  Dec  (DI,  SM)  were 
noteworthy.  One  was  at  Bennington  L.,  Walla 
Walla  14  Dec  (M&MLD);  one  wonders  how 
these  semi-hardies  fared  after  daytime  temper- 
atures dropped  into  the  teens  on  the  latter 
date.  Bohemian  Waxwings  made  a strong 
showing  in  ne.  Oregon,  with  several  flocks  of 
100-300  birds  reported  from  Union  and  Wal- 
lowa during  Dec  and  Jan.  A Bohemian  at  Sis- 
ters 13  Dec  (S.  Shunk)  and  2 at  Bend  23  Dec 
(PL)  were  in  cen.  Oregon,  where  barely  annu- 
al. The  lone  w.  Oregon  report  came  from  Port- 
land 18  Dec.  (P.  Newland,  m.ob.).  Bohemians 
have  become  increasingly  rare  in  w.  Washing- 
ton of  late,  so  70  at  Skagit  W.M.A.  1 Jan  (RM) 
were  rather  surprising;  other  sightings  includ- 
ed one  at  Juanita  Park,  King  23  Dec  (RM)  and 
2 at  Renton,  King  29  Dec  (CW). 

An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  at  La  Grande 
20  Dec-1  Jan  (tDT),  likely  a winter  hrst  for 
Union,  was  described  as  the  subspecies  celata: 
the  reported  taxon  is  a presumed,  but  rarely 
documented,  migrant  through  the  Region. 
Washington’s  6th  winter  Nashville  Warbler 
enlivened  Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  12  Dec 
(DI,  SM);  though  nearly  annual  during  winter 
in  Oregon  over  the  past  decade,  the  most  re- 
cent Washington  winter  record  was  in  1993. 
Up  to  8 Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  involving 
both  subspecies,  wintered  at  La  Grande, 
where  they  have  been  recorded  only  twice  in 
the  33-year  history  of  the  Union  County 
C.B.C.  (DT).  The  Yellow-throated  Warbler 
that  inhabited  Langlois,  Curry  13-15  Jan 
(TJW,  ph.  L.  Miller)  was  the  first  in  the  Region 
since  2005  and  7th  overall;  one  at  Seaside, 
Clatsop  29  Jan-5  Feb  2005  and  one  at  Twisp, 
Okanogan  21-22  Dec  2001  are  the  only  other 
winter  records.  Few  would  have  predicted  that 
the  Region’s  2nd  Pine  Warbler  would  be 
found  frequenting  a La  Grande  feeder  20  Dec 
(M.  & S.  Daugherty,  ph.  K.  Coe,  TDT).  This 
bird  endured  an  extended  period  of  sub-freez- 


ing temperature  and  then  abandoned  the  feed- 
ing station  when  the  freeze  abated  in  early  Jan; 
it  was  last  seen  15  Jan.  The  lone  antecedent 
record  involved  an  imm.  at  Harbor,  Ciary  23 
Oct  1986.  Five  of  the  season’s  7 Palm  Warblers 
wintered  along  the  s.  Oregon  coast,  where  an- 
nual. One  lingering  at  Renton  to  4 Jan  (RM) 
was  believed  to  be  a returnee,  while  another 
found  at  Peoria,  Linn  9 Jan  remained  through 
the  period  (RC,  m.ob.).  Black-and-white  War- 
blers appear  in  the  Region  about  every  other 
winter;  this  season’s  bird  was  at  Aloha,  Wash- 
ington 28  Jan  (tC.  Blair).  Rare  during  winter, 
one  of  the  fall’s  2 Northern  Waterthrushes  per- 
sisted at  Skagit  W.M.A.  until  17  Dec  (RM).  An 
ad.  male  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Bennington 
L,  Walla  Walla  12  Dec  (TNate  Drumheller) 
was  record  late  for  Washington  by  eight  days. 
Tbe  season’s  5 Wilson’s  Warblers  would  have 
been  inconceivable  two  decades  ago,  but  this 
species  is  now  annual  during  winter.  One  at 
Two  Rivers  Park,  Benton  13  Dec  (D.  Rockwell, 
K.  Burke)  was  just  the  4th  seasonal  record  for 
the  eastside.  Single  Common  Yellowthroats 
along  the  Oregon  coast  at  Coos  Bay  14  Dec 
(TR)  and  Astoria  20  Dec  (L.  Cain)  were  the 
only  reports  of  the  season;  yellowthroats  are 
rare  but  annual  in  the  Region  during  winter. 
For  the  11th  consecutive  year,  a Western  Tan- 
ager  brightened  the  season.  Surprisingly,  this 
year’s  bird  appeared  on  tbe  eastside  at  Prosser, 
Yakima  1 Dec  (S.  Wierenga). 

Increased  observer  effort  in  recent  winters 
has  consistently  turned  up  small  numbers  of 
American  Tree  Sparrows  in  se.  Oregon;  10 
were  at  Summer  Lake  W.M.A.  16  Dec  QM), 
and  4 were  at  Malheur  20  Dec  (fide  S. 
Dowlan).  One  near  Florence  15  Dec  (J.  Sulli- 
van) provided  the  only  westside  report.  A 
Chipping  Sparrow  at  Madras,  Jefferson  3 Dec 
(JM)  was  the  first  winter  report  from  the  east- 
side  since  1998;  there  are  fewer  than  five  pub- 
lished winter  reports  from  e.  of  the  Cascades. 
Just  2 drippings  were  in  the  W.V,  where  up 
to  28  have  been  detected  during  recent  win- 
ters. Clay-colored  Sparrows  visiting  Langlois 
4 Dec  (TR),  Brady,  Grays  Harbor  7 Dec  (SM, 
BT),  and  Florence  28  Dec  (fide  AC)  were  all 
on  the  westside,  where  rare  but  annual.  A 
northbound  Sage  Sparrow  strayed  to  Ridge- 
field 23-26  Feb  (S.  Carpenter,  ph.  S.  Nord), 
providing  the  2nd  winter  record  for  w.  Wash- 
ington and  just  the  8th  there  at  any  season; 
the  timing  of  this  report  coincides  with  their 
arrival  on  the  eastside.  Savannah  Sparrows, 
which  have  only  started  wintering  in  e.  Wash- 
ington recently,  continued  to  gain  a foothold, 
with  groups  of  25-1-  at  Yakima  13  Dec  (K.  Tur- 
ley, E.  Stepniewski)  and  John  Day  Dam  14 
Dec  (DI,  SM).  Another  8 were  at  the  Win- 
chester Wasteway  Grant  30  Dec  (RF).  A flock 
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of  100+  Savannahs  near  Airlie,  Polk  11  Feb  Q- 
Geier)  made  an  exceptional  winter  count  for 
the  W.V;  these  birds  may  have  been  early 
northbound  migrants.  With  potential  species 
status  on  the  horizon,  heightened  scrutiny  of 
Fox  Sparrow  has  resulted  in  increasing  detec- 
tions of  Red  Fox  Sparrows  (iliaca/zaboria 
type).  This  season,  5 were  well  documented 
13  Dec-23  Jan;  one  at  Yakima  16  Dec  (ph. 
AS)  was  the  lone  eastside  report.  Apparent  al- 
tivagans  Fox  Sparrows  at  Alice  Bay,  Skagit  28 
Dec  (ph.  JB-P)  and  at  Hansville,  Kitsap  6 Jan 
(BW)  were  a bit  surprising,  since  the  primary 
winter  range  of  this  enigmatic  taxon  lies  well 
s.  of  our  Region;  altivagans  are  variously  as- 
signed to  either  the  Red  or  the  Slate-colored 
subspecies  group,  depending  on  the  source. 
Sooty  Fox  Sparrows  are  poorly  known  e.  of 
the  Cascades  but  are  likely  somewhat  regular 
there  in  small  numbers.  Single  Sooties  were 
reported  from  McNary  Dam  W.M.A.  13  Dec 
(DI,  SM),  Redmond  4 Feb  (K.  Owen),  and 
Fort  Rock,  Lake  14  Feb  (W.  Parker).  The  mid- 
Dec  cold  snap  produced  a flurry  of  reports  of 
Lincoln’s  Sparrows  coming  to  urban  and  sub- 
urban yards  and  feeding  stations  in  the  W.V; 
this  species  typically  avoids  areas  of  densely 
settled  areas,  and  these  birds  disappeared 
with  the  return  of  normal  temperatures.  A 
near-normal  6 Swamp  Sparrows  were  detect- 
ed in  w.  Washington  this  winter,  while  close 
to  20  were  reported  from  w.  Oregon;  the  bulk 
of  the  Oregon  sightings  came  from  Coos,  in- 
cluding 8 in  the  Coquille  Valley  3 Jan  (fide 
AC).  The  lone  report  from  the  eastside,  where 
Swamps  are  less  than  annual,  came  from  Mc- 
Nary Dam  W.M.A.  13  Dec  (Dl,  SM).  Harris’s 
Sparrow  numbers  approximated  recent  norms 
with  22  reported.  Thirteen  Golden-crowned 
Sparrows  at  McNary  Dam  W.M.A.  13  Dec  (DI, 
SM)  were  near  the  e.  limit  of  their  winter 
range  in  the  Region.  The  season’s  high  counts 
for  Lapland  Longspurs  came  from  Lummi 
Flats,  Whatcom  2 Dec  (M.  Roening,  J.  Bird) 
and  Floras  L.,  Curry  16  Dec  (TR),  with  both 
I sites  hosting  14  birds.  Seven  Laplands  were  at 
Coos  Bay  14  Dec  (fide  TR);  fewer  than  20 
j were  reported  elsewhere  in  the  Region.  The 
I 250  Snow  Buntings  near  Enterprise  6 Jan 
(ML)  was  the  only  large  flock  reported. 

The  hatch-year  female  Pyrrhuloxia  report- 
ed in  our  fall  column  remained  at  Peoria,  Linn 
through  the  winter  season  (RC);  the  timing  of 
this  record,  which  hts  the  dispersal  pattern  re- 
cently described  by  Patten  (2006.  Dispersal 
and  vagrancy  in  the  Pyrrhuloxia.  Western  Birds 
37:  37-44),  and  the  age  and  sex  of  this  bird 
strongly  suggest  wild  provenance.  Three  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  graced  the  Region.  Singles 
at  Sequim,  Clallam  19-28  Dec  (ph.  T.  Culli- 
nan)  and  Suncrest,  Spokane  20  Feb-13  Mar 
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(ph.  MW)  made  just  the  3rd  and  4th  winter 
records  for  Washington,  while  an  imm.  male 
at  Brookings  24  Dec  (DM)  was  about  the  12th 
such  record  for  Oregon.  Single  Black-headed 
Grosbeaks,  at  Eugene  1 Jan  (B.  Uhler,  RR)  and 
Foster,  Linn  (Betty  Mankin),  were  equally  un- 
expected. The  gradual  range  expansion  of  Tri- 
colored Blackbirds  continues,  and  this  species 
now  winters  annually  in  Washington,  where  it 
was  unknown  prior  to  1998.  One  near  Van- 
couver L.,  Clark  12  Dec  (SM,  DI)  was  the  hrst 
there  since  Jan  2006;  all  previous  w.  Washing- 
ton reports  have  come  from  this  site.  Eighty 
Tricoloreds  were  near  favored  Othello  27  Dec 
(RH),  but  few  were  noted  there  through  the 
remainder  of  the  season;  this  species  first  win- 
tered in  Adams  in  2003.  Groups  totaling  6 
birds  were  reported  from  two  Walla  Walla  sites 
15  Jan-1  Feb  (M&MLD);  Tricoloreds  hrst  ap- 
peared here  during  the  winter  of  2006-2007.  A 
flock  of  30  Tricoloreds  near  Cecil,  Morrow  7 
Jan  (ML)  was  in  an  area  with  few  previous  re- 
ports, though  they  were  detected  nearby  dur- 
ing the  1995-1999  Oregon  Breeding  Bird  Atlas 
project.  Four  Rusty  Blackbirds  appeared  in 
Washington,  where  nearly  annual  in  winter. 
Both  westside  birds,  a male  21-25  Dec  and  a 
female  3 Jan,  were  at  Sylvana,  Snohomish 
(SM),  while  singles  enlivened  Wenatchee  21 
Dec  (J.  Eldridge)  and  Turnbull  N.W.R.  2 Feb 
(CC,  N.  Curry).  A Great-tailed  Crackle  at 
Klamath  Falls  20-26  Feb  (DM,  J.  Van 
Moorhem)  represents  just  the  3rd  winter 
record  for  the  Region.  This  species  has  win- 
tered multiple  times  just  across  the  Califor- 
nia/Oregon border  in  Modoc,  and  spring  birds, 
which  are  annual  around  Tulelake,  CA,  rarely 
arrive  before  May  (fide  KS).  Now  annual  in 
winter,  this  season’s  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  at  As- 
toria 19  Dec  (S.  Haller).  An  unidentified  oriole 
at  Keizer,  Marion  5 Dec  (B.  Beilin)  was  proba- 
bly a Hooded. 

Single  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  at  Seat- 
tle 19  Dec  (D.  Hutchinson),  at  O.S.  27  Dec 
(CW  M.  Pike),  and  at  Semiahmoo  Spit,  What- 
com 5 Jan  (M.  Shimazu)  were  in  the  w.  Wash- 
ington lowlands,  where  not  annual.  For  the 


2nd  time  in  three  years,  Pine  Grosbeaks  ir- 
rupted into  the  Region,  with  nearly  800  indi- 
viduals reported  in  e.  Washington.  Several 
flocks  of  50+  graced  Okanogan  30  Dec-22 
Feb,  highlighted  by  100+  at  Pearrygin  S.P.  11 
Jan  (S.  Lupson-Cook).  Smaller  numbers  wan- 
dered into  mostly  treeless  Whitman  (the  heart 
of  wheat  country)  11-22  Jan,  with  a high 
count  of  15  at  Palouse  11  Jan  (C.  Swift).  Sur- 
prisingly, 8 birds  near  Joseph,  Wallowa  9 Feb 
QM)  was  highest  count  from  ne.  Oregon; 
deep  snows  rendered  many  traditional  win- 
tering areas  inaccessible,  leaving  one  to  won- 
der how  many  grosbeaks  went  unseen.  Pine 
Grosbeaks  also  showed  well  to  the  w.  of  the 
Cascades,  particularly  in  Washington,  where 
33  were  noted  from  nine  locations  29  Dec-27 
Feb.  One  at  Marys  Peak  5 Feb  (WDR)  and  a 
small  group  on  Saddle  Mt.  in  early  Feb  (M. 
Drigiewicz)  were  extremely  rare  strays  to  Ore- 
gon’s Coast  Range.  Sizeable  flocks  of  Purple 
Finches  enlivened  the  westside  lowlands  in 
both  states.  Ninety-hve  Purples  at  the  Skagit 
W.M.A.  24  Dec  (RM)  edged  past  the  prior 
Washington  record;  91  were  at  this  site  on  15 
Dec  2007.  Three  Purple  Finches  strayed  e.  of 
their  normal  haunts;  2 were  at  Moses  Lake  23 
Dec  (DS),  and  another  visited  Central  Ferry 
Canyon  25  Jan  (RH).  Photographs  of  another 
eastside  Purple  Finch,  at  Conconully, 
Okanogan  19  Feb  (ph.  RM),  show  a bird  of 
the  e.  subspecies  piirpureus,  a Regional  hrst; 
this  subspecies  has  also  been  documented  in 
California.  A Cassin’s  Finch  at  Portland  30 
Dec  (A.  & C.  Hinkle)  marked  the  3rd  consec- 
utive winter  that  this  species  has  appeared  w. 
of  the  Cascades.  Sixty  Cassin’s  at  Fort 
Spokane  28  Dec  (MW)  were  particularly  sur- 
prising, given  that  there  was  only  one  other 
lowland  report  from  e.  Washington;  one  was 
at  Moses  Lake  23  Dec  (DS).  Red  Crossbills 
were  conspicuous  along  the  cen.  Oregon 
coast  24  Jan+  (m.ob.)  but  generally  unreport- 
ed elsewhere  in  the  Region;  from  mid-Feb  on, 
modest  flocks  began  appearing  in  the  s.  W.V, 
presaging  a major  spring  influx  (DI). 

Mirroring  Pine  Grosbeaks,  Common  Red- 


^ A Prior  to  late  Dec,  Washington's  yearlong  influx  of  White-winged  Crossbills  had  been  mostly  confined  to  montane  and 
#5  forested  habitats  where  this  species  is  to  be  expected.  Thereafter,  no  fewer  than  83  birds  strayed  into  corners  of  the 
Columbia  Basin  far  removed  from  mountains  and  forests,  making  appearances  in  locales  where  they  were  unprecedented  or 
nearly  so;  16  crossbills  at  lyons  Ferry  Park  16  Jan  (MH,T.  Mansfield)  and  another  12  at  Pomeroy  (MH)  were  firsts  for  franklin 
and  Garfield,  respectively.  Additionally,  18  were  along  Pullman  Rd.,  Whitman  22  Jan  (MW),  9 were  at  Coulee  City,  Grant  8 Feb 
(DS),  and  24  were  at  Spangle,  Spokane  1 1 Feb  (MW).  These  birds  often  appeared  in  towns  and  parks  where  non-native  orna- 
mental plantings  of  spruces  and  Douglas-firs  provided  bumper  cone  crops.  Modest  flocks  (20  or  fewer)  appeared  at  several 
more-expected  sites  in  the  Okanogan  Highlands  and  the  foothills  of  the  Selkirk  Mts.;  60  at  Conconully,  Okanogan  19  Feb  (RM) 
represented  the  largest  group  from  this  area.  Oregon's  reports  all  came  from  Union  and  Wallowa,  with  a high  count  of  15  at 
Joseph,  Wallowa  15  Feb  (T.  Shelmerdine).  Four  White-winged  Crossbills  near  Anacortes,  Skagit  18  Jan-7  Feb  (ph.  T.  Linbo) 
were  rare  for  the  westside  lowlands. 
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polls  duplicated  their  excellent  2006-2007 
showing.  Congregations  of  500  along 
Chewuch  Rd.,  Okanogcm  24  Dec  (SS),  420  at 
Conconnlly,  Okanogcm  2 Feb  (D.  Wheelan), 
plus  groups  of  200  at  Enterprise,  Wallowa  17 
Jan  (C.  Karlen,  F Sullivan)  and  the  Little 
Spokane  R.,  Spokane  28  Feb  (B.  Siems)  were 
exceptional.  Redpolls  are  less  than  annual  in 
the  W.V,  thus  one  at  Portland  22  Dec+  (D. 
Mandell)  was  noteworthy.  On  the  surface,  the 
flock  of  800-1000  Pine  Siskins  at  Lincoln  City 
20  Dec  (PP)  sounds  amazing.  Incredibly,  the 
Regional  record  is  ten  times  this  tally;  10,000 
siskins  were  at  Harts  Pass,  Okanogan  1 Aug 
1996.  A Lesser  Goldhnch  at  the  Grande 
Rhonde  R.  mouth,  Asotin  10  Jan  (TG)  and  2 
near  Clarkston,  Asotin  20  Feb  (TG),  were 
away  from  their  traditional  Klickitat  haunts. 
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ry Gray,  Randy  Hill,  Michael  Hobbs,  Wayne 
Hoffman,  Rich  Hoyer,  Stuart  Johnston  (Klick- 
itat, Hood  River)  Bruce  Labar,  Margaret 
LaFaive,  Bill  & Nancy  LaFramboise  (lower 
Columbia  Basin),  Peter  Low,  Dave  Menke, 
Judy  Meredith,  Ryan  Merrill,  Tom  Mickel 
(Lane),  Craig  & Marilyn  Miller  (Deschutes, 
Jefferson),  Steven  G.  Mlodinow,  Harry  Nehls 


(Oregon),  Vic  Nelson,  Tim  O’Brien,  Clarence 
& Marilyn  O’Leary  (Grant),  Mike  Patterson 
(Clatsop),  Phil  Pickering,  Steve  Pink,  W.  Dou- 
glas Robinson  (Benton,  Polk),  Tim  Rodenkirk 
(Coos,  Curry),  Stefan  Schlick,  Kevin  Spencer 
(Klamath),  Meredith  Spencer,  Andy  Step- 
niewski.  Bill  Tweit,  Dennis  Vroman 
Qosephine),  Dan  Waggoner  (DWg),  Terry  J. 
Wahl,  Doug  Watkins,  Michael  Woodruff, 
Charlie  Wright. 


David  Irons,  2125  Hayes  Street 
Eugene,  Oregon  97045,  (llsdirons@msn.com) 

Douglas  Schonewald,  1535  South  Skyline  Drive 
Moses  Lake,  Washington  98837,  (dschone8@donobi.net) 
Brad  Waggoner,  7865  Fletcher  Bay  Road  N.E. 
Bainbridge  Island,  Washington  98110 
(wagtail@sounddsl.com) 


Northern  California 


Lake 
Afwmar  f^oney 
Lake 

Chico  ^ 


Fort  Bragg* 


. Clear 
\Lakc 


\.  •ctanta  Rn^a  •Sacramento 
Bodega  Bay^. 


Pi.  Reyes 


•f 


•Stockton 

;IIBankm  ? v 

San  Franciscon  •Modesto  K _j:MisemiteNP\ 

S.E.FarallonlsM  ,,San  Joaquin  ^ C ' 

lSanJose_^  'Vateyflefttses  ^ 


Santa  Cruz  \ 
Monterey  Bay  f# 
Montereyf  Salinas” 

Big  SurV 


Kings 

esno*  CanyoiT 
NP 

Sequoia 
NP 

Tulare  Lake 
Basin 


Davidson  Seamount 


Ed  Pandolfino 

(Thrashers  to  Finches) 

Stephen  C.  Rottenborn 

(Loons  to  Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 

Michael  M.  Rogers 

(Waterfowl  to  Quail,  Herons  to  Shorebirds) 

Steven  A.  Glover 

(Doves  to  Wrentit) 


A relatively  normal  December  was  fol- 
lowed by  one  of  the  driest  and 
warmest  Januaries  on  record.  Febru- 
ary brought  a welcome  series  of  very  wet 
storms,  though  not  wet  enough  to  bring  the 
season's  rainfall  up  to  the  historical  average. 
Raptor  highlights  included  a Zone-tailed 
Hawk  and  a Common  Black-Hawk.  An  out- 
standing gull  season  featured  the  Region’s  first 


Black-tailed  Gull,  and  Mendocino  County 
recorded  California’s  northernmost  Grace’s 
Warbler. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.); 
C.R.P  (Cosumnes  River  Preserve,  Sacramen- 
to); C.Y  (Central  Valley);  FI.  (Southeast  Far- 
allon  L,  San  Francisco);  H.R.S.  (Hayward  Re- 
gional Shoreline,  Alameda);  PRBO  (PRBO 
Conservation  Science);  S.E  (San  Francisco, 
not  State  Forest);  U.C.  (University  of  Califor- 
nia). Reports  of  exceptional  vagrants  submit- 
ted without  documentation  are  not  pub- 
lished. Documentation  of  C.B.R.C.  review 
species  will  be  forwarded  to  Guy  McCaskie, 
Secretary,  RO.  Box  275,  Imperial  Beach,  Cali- 
fornia 91933.  Birds  banded  on  FI.  should  be 
credited  to  PRBO. 

WATERFOWL 

The  Snow  Goose  found  in  fall  in  Groveland, 
Tuolumne  was  seen  again  5 Jan;  a Cackling 
Goose  was  seen  there  the  same  day  (both 
DEQ,  William  Zachman).  Single  blue-morph 
Ross’s  Geese  were  found  at  Merced  N.W.R., 
Merced  11  Dec  and  24  Feb  (PJM)  and  along 
Woodbridge  Rd.,  San  Joaquin  8 Jan  (DGY).  At 
least  2 more  blue-morph  geese  at  the  Sacra- 
mento N.W.R.,  Colusa  & Glenn  17  Jan  were 
apparently  Snow  Goose  x Ross’s  Goose  hy- 
brids (B&CY).  High  counts  of  Aleutian  Cack- 
ling Geese  included  up  to  15,000  estimated 
from  Humboldt  (RbF)  and  San  Joaquin  (DGY); 
the  high  count  of  Cackling  Geese  from  S.E  Bay 
was  375  at  H.R.S.  15  Jan  (RJR).  One  at  Carson 
Valley  4 Dec  was  only  Alpine's  3rd  QLx,  JSL). 


A Trumpeter  Swan  at  Lake  of  the  Pines  20  Dec 
(JML,  m.ob.)  would  be  Nevada's  first  if  accept- 
ed by  the  C.B.R.C.;  two  pairs,  each  with  an 
imm.,  were  found  s.  of  Alturas,  Modoc  17  Feb 
(ph.,  tSCR).  Bewick’s  Swans  were  well  report- 
ed, with  the  Crowley  L.,  Mono  bird  continuing 
through  19  Mar  OLD,  DHo,  KNN,  m.ob.)  and 
others  at  Meiss  L.,  Siskiyou  7 Feb  (BBg,  Debo- 
rah Fitzpatrick),  at  Modoc  N.W.R.,  Modoc  15 
Feh  (ph.  SCR),  and  s.  of  Alturas,  Modoc  17 
Feb  (2  birds;  ph.  SCR).  A count  of  562  Tundra 
Swans  at  Mono  L.  27  Dec  (BrtM,  KNN)  was 
the  highest  ever  for  Mono. 

A female  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Bass  L.  14  Jan 
was  a surprise  for  little-birded  El  Dorado 
(GEw).  Northern  Shoveler  hybrids  were  locat- 
ed again  this  season,  with  San  Mateo’s  North- 
ern Shoveler  x Gadwall  hybrid  moving  to  Bel- 
mont Slough  through  15  Mar  (m.ob.,  ph.  Son- 
ny Mencher),  a male  Northern  Shoveler  x 
Blue-winged  Teal  at  Palo  Alto,  Santa  Clara  11- 
27  Jan  (Wendy  Schackwitz,  ph.  WGB),  anoth- 
er in  the  Napa  R.  floodplain,  Napa  28  Feb 
(MBe),  and  a Northern  Shoveler  x Cinnamon 
Teal  in  Areata  Marsh,  Humboldt  14  Feb  (ph. 
RbF,  EE,  DFx).  Ten  Eurasian  Teal  included  the 
first  for  Lake  at  Borax  L.  25  Jan  (FHa,  m.ob.) 
and  the  3rd  or  4th  for  Tulare  at  L.  Success  3-6 
Dec  (ph.  SDS,  JLt);  9 intergrades  with  Green- 
winged Teal  were  also  noted. 

Both  fall  Tufted  Ducks  continued  into  win- 
ter, with  the  female  at  Stone  Lagoon,  Humboldt 
seen  5-6  Feb  (ph.  Jeff  Allen,  LMa,  ph.  SeC, 
RbF,  m.ob.)  and  the  male  at  L.  Merritt,  Alame- 
da present  through  7 Mar  (m.ob.);  also  pres- 
ent with  the  latter  bird  was  an  apparent  hybrid 
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Northern  California's  gull  hotspot  this  winter  was  the  Yo!o  County  Landfill  and  adjacent  Davis  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant. 
This  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  photographed  on  the  first  day  of  its  12-17  February  2009  stay,  provided  Yolo  County's 
first  record  but  was  quickly  followed  by  two  other  individuals  later  in  the  season.  Photograph  by  Todd  Easterla. 


between  Tufted  or  Ring-necked  Duck  and  one 
of  the  scaup  species  11-12  Jan  (ph.  GEw,  ph. 
Andy  Kleinhesselink,  Dominik  Mosur).  Harle- 
quin Ducks  included  4 males  in  S.E  Bay,  3 on 
the  San  Mateo  coast,  and  2 in  Monterey  har- 
bor, Monterey.  A female  White-winged  Scoter 
at  Grant  L.,  Mono  1-6  Dec  OLD,  DHo,  JuH, 
m.ob.)  may  have  been  the  same  bird  from  fall, 
although  it  appeared  more  adult-like.  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  reported  in  large  numbers, 
with  40  in  15  counties,  including  2 at  Kutras 
L.  1 Jan  (7th  and  8th  for  Shasta;  RBr,  m.ob.),  a 
female  at  Beale  A.EB.,  Yuba  18  Dec-20  Mar 
Qim  Laughlin,  ph.  JCS),  a female  on  the 
Feather  R.  below  Hwy.  162,  Butte  (Ryan  Mar- 
tin, JLx,  JSL,  ph.  Mike  Fisher,  ph.  Carolyn 
Short),  and  7 inside  S.E  Bay.  The  male  Buffle- 
head  x Common  Goldeneye  at  L.  Solano, 
Solano  & Yolo  continued  through  10  Jan  (ph. 
WEH,  DvH,  DeH,  GEw),  after  which  the 
same,  or  a very  similar  bird,  was  found  with 
Bufflehead  50  km  away  in  Collinsville,  Solano 
15  Jan  (RMu).  The  male  Smew  apparently  re- 
turned for  a one-day  visit  in  mid-Feb  to  the 
small  pond  e.  of  Standard,  Tuolumne  that  it  fre- 
quented last  winter,  but  was  seen  only  by  the 
property  owners  (fide  Pamela  Blair).  The  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  hybrid 
was  last  noted  at  L.  Merritt,  Alameda  3 Dec 
(Bob  Power).  A Red-breasted  Merganser  in- 
land at  the  Madera  S.T.P.  18  Jan-2  Feb  (PFa, 
m.ob.)  was  only  the  3rd  for  Madera. 

LOONS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Among  several  inland  Common  Loons,  one  at 
the  Madera  W.T.P.  1-16  Jan  (LyH,  m.ob.) 
made  only  the  2nd  valley-floor  record  for 
Madera.  Single  Yellow-billed  Loons  were  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Russian  R.,  Sonoma  1-5  Feb 
(SDa,  DEQ,  m.ob.)  and  on  Tomales  Bay  n.  of 
Marshall,  Marin  15  Jan-i-  (DWm,  ph.  SAG, 
m.ob.).  Red-necked  Grebes  were  reported  in 
modest  numbers  except  for  concentrations  of 
15-20  on  Tomales  Bay,  Marin  24  Jan  (DWm) 
and  up  to  16  at  King  Salmon  on  s.  Humboldt 
Bay,  Humboldt  30  Dec  (MWa).  Regular  (but 
still  rare)  in  recent  years,  an  imm.  Short-tailed 
Albatross  was  near  Cordell  Bank,  Marin  29 
Dec  (ShJ,  ph.  Leo  Carillo).  “Al,”  the  Laysan 
Albatross,  spent  its  16th  winter  at  Pt.  Arena, 
Mendocino  (ph.  Tom  Reid,  m.ob.).  A Northern 
I Fulmar  at  H.R.S.  9 Feb  (RJR)  was  rare  inside 
1 S.E  Bay  and  provided  only  the  2nd  record  for 
j this  location.  A Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  there  24 
Feb  (RJR)  was  equally  unusual.  Another 
Leach’s  was  picked  up  injured  at  Pacific 
j Grove,  Monterey  23  Jan  (Eric  Miller).  Two 
Manx  Shearwaters  on  Monterey  Bay,  Monterey 
. 17  Jan  (ShJ)  were  the  only  ones  reported, 

j A total  of  4 Brown  Boobies  attested  to  this 
species’  increasing  abundance  in  the  Region. 


Singles  were  at  Pt.  Reyes  N.S.,  Marin  23  Dec 
(ph.  Julian  Avery),  off  Pt,  Pinos,  Monterey  27 
Dec  (fide  RT),  at  Seacliff  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  4 Jan 
(a  moribund  individual  that  died  in  captivity; 
John  Ellis),  and  on  Ano  Nuevo  L,  Sun  Mateo 
29  Jan  (ad.;  J.  Thayer  et  al.).  An  unidentified 
booby  at  the  Santa  Cruz  Municipal  Wharf, 
Santa  Cruz  3 Jan  (AV)  was  thought  to  be  a 
Masked;  the  observer  reviewed  photos  of  the 
Seacliff  S.B.  Brown  Booby  and  concluded  that 
it  was  a different  bird.  Two  American  White 
Pelicans  in  the  McKinleyville/Eel  R.  delta  area 
3 Jan-i-  (KGR,  ph.  GAB,  m.ob.)  provided  a rare 
Humboldt  record.  The  presence  of  an  imm. 
Brown  Pelican  at  San  Luis  Res.,  Merced  14  Feb 
(KW)  suggested  that  one  of  last  fall’s  birds 
may  have  wintered.  Though  closer  to  the 
coast,  singles  in  Monterey  at  Salinas  16  Dec 
(TAm)  and  Gonzales  8 Jan  (found  dead; 
KW)  were  still  unusual  inland.  A Pelagic 
Cormorant  at  Benicia,  Solano  15  Dec  (LHg, 
Cheryl  Belitsky)  was  rare  so  far  inside  S.E  Bay. 

An  American  Bittern  in  Golden  Gate  Park  4 
Jan-14  Feb  (Andy  Kleinhesselink,  m.ob.)  was 
unexpected  in  S.F.  A single  Least  Bittern  was 
heard  calling  at  C.R.P  3 Jan  OTt).  Flocks  of 
up  to  21  White-faced  Ibis  near  Watsonville 
through  1 Jan  marked  the  strongest  winter 
showing  ever  for  Santa  Cruz  and  Monterey 
(DLSu  et  al.);  the  last  bird  was  noted  4 Feb 
(OsJ).  Sonoma's  Common  Black-Hawk,  pres- 
ent since  at  least  18  Jan,  was  successfully  cap- 
tured and  banded  18  Feb  (ph.  Stan  Moore), 
marking  the  first  time  that  this  bird  has  been 
confirmed  wintering  al  this  location,  A Red- 


shouldered Hawk  al  Sacramento  N.W.R., 
Glenn  31  Jan  was  apparently  of  the  eastern 
subspecies  (ph.,  tDDeS).  Sonoma's  first  Zone- 
tailed Hawk  was  seen  over  Sonoma  6 Dec 
(ph.,  TRLeb).  Fourteen  Harlan’s  Hawks  were 
reported  from  nine  counties,  including  2 to- 
gether sw.  of  Madera  13  Feb  (3rd  Madera 
record;  ph.  GaW)  and  3 reported  as  light 
morphs.  This  increase  in  reports,  particularly 
of  light-morph  birds,  is  a testament  to  greater 
observer  awareness  coupled  with  more  so- 
phisticated identification  material  for  this 
subspecies.  Reports  of  the  Del  Norte  Crested 
Caracara  continued  through  at  least  18  Feb 
(m.ob.);  a roadside  bird  along  Hwy.  121  s.  of 
Hwy  116,  Sonoma  14  Dec  (tLeslie  Flint) 
awaits  C.B.R.C.  review. 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

In  a banner  season  for  gulls,  an  ad.  Black- 
tailed Gull  at  Pillar  Pt.  Harbor,  San  Mateo  29 
Dec  (ph.  Chris  Gibbins)  was  the  standout, 
providing  a first  Regional  and  2nd  state 
record.  Our  only  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  2 first- 
cycle  birds  in  the  Smith  R.  Bottoms,  Del  Norte 
1 Dec  (Lucas  Brug);  one  lingered  through  19 
Dec.  Birders  again  scoured  C.V  landfills  and 
treatment  plants,  documenting  an  unprece- 
dented abundance  of  gulls  that  only  a few 
years  ago  were  unknown  or  extremely  rare 
away  from  the  coast.  Twenty  Mew  Gulls  were 
reported  from  five  C.V.  counties,  and  up  to  3 
were  at  Kutras  L.,  Shasta  1 1 Jan-28  Feb  (RBr 
et  al.).  Inland  Western  Gulls  included  Fresno's 
first  at  the  American  Ave.  Landfill  26-28  Feb 
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(first-cycle;  JCS,  JLx,  JSL,  ph.  GaW),  single 
ads.  at  Folsom  L,,  Placer  14  Jan  (TEa)  and 
O’Neill  Forebay,  Merced  24  Feb  (PJM),  and  up 
to  4 at  the  Yolo  County  Fandfill  and  Davis 
W.T.P.,  Yolo  14  Jan-12  Feb  (SCH,  in.ob.).  A 
first-cycle  Glaucous-winged  Gull  x Western 
Gull  hybrid  near  Mendota,  Fresno  12  Jan 
(GaW)  was  also  unusual  so  far  inland.  Thay- 
ers and  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were  record- 
ed in  high  numbers  everywhere,  with  un- 
precedented numbers  inland.  “Hundreds”  of 
Thayer’s  were  at  the  Davis  W.T.P,  Yolo  12  Feb 
(SCH),  and  40  were  at  the  American  Ave. 
Fandfill,  Fresno  26  Feb  (JCS,  JFx,  JSF).  An  ad. 
Thayer’s  Gull  at  the  Fairmead  Fandfill  25-27 
Feb  0CS,JSL,  JFx)  provided  a 2nd  record  for 
Madera,  and  13  more  were  reported  from  Sut- 
ter, Tulare,  and  Yuba.  Glaucous-winged  Gull 
numbers  at  the  Yolo  County  Fandfill  and 
Davis  W.T.P,  Yolo  peaked  at  400+  on  14  Jan 
(SCH).  Among  the  100+  reported  from  six 
other  C.Y  counties  were  Madera's  first,  a first- 
cycle  bird,  at  the  Fairmead  Fandfill  25  Feb 
(JCS,  JSF,  JFx)  and  40  at  the  American  Ave. 
Fandfill,  Fresno  26  Feb  QCS,  JLx,  JSF).  An  as- 
tounding 3000-4000  Glaucous-winged  Gulls 
were  at  Harkins  Slough  and  the  nearby  Buena 
Vista  Rd.  Landfill,  Santa  Cruz  27  Jan  (DLSu). 

With  each  passing  winter,  birders  are  increasing- 
ly scrutinizing  gulls  in  the  Region,  augmenting 
our  appreciation  of  the  range  of  variation  in  our  winter 
larids,  if  not  the  true  identity  of  these  birds.  Two  of  our 
more  "difficult"  taxa,  Vega  Herring  Gull  and  Kumlien's  Ice- 
land Gull,  were  more  widely  reported  than  usual  this  win- 
ter, though  definitive  identification  remained  elusive.  Five 
possible  Vega  Herring  Gulls  were  reported  between  10 
Dec  and  1 2 Feb,  one  from  Santa  Cruz  and  2 each  from  Yolo 
and  Placer.  Although  all  five  reports  may  well  have  been 
of  Vegas,  and  3 were  photographed,  it  is  unclear  whether 
any  of  the  photographs  clearly  eliminated  other  possibil- 
ities, particularly  the  more  expected  (and  extremely  vari- 
able) American  Herring  Gull. 

At  least  10  Kumlien's  Iceland  Gulls  were  reported  (most 
without  details)  from  seven  counties  throughout  the  peri- 
od. As  has  been  so  often  reported  in  this  column,  definitive 
identification  of  most  such  birds  is  confounded  by  the 
range  of  variation  in  Thayer's  and  the  potential  occurrence 
of  Thayer's  x Kumlien's  hybrids.  Photographs  accompany- 
ing some  of  this  season's  reports  suggested  Glaucous- 
winged hybrids  or  pale  Thayer's,  and  definitive  identifica- 
tion of  any  of  these  birds  (especially  those  that  were  not 
photographed)  is  problematic.  Birders  are  encouraged  to 
continue  to  submit  documentation,  with  photographs 
showing  key  features  whenever  possible,  of  any  potential 
Vega  Herring  Gulls  and  Kumlien's  Iceland  Gulls. 


In  contrast  with  the  problematic  claims  of 
Kumlien’s  Iceland  Gulls,  small  first-cycle  gulls 
at  Venice  S.B.,  San  Mateo  25  Jan  (RS  et  ah,  ph. 
Jason  Thompson)  and  the  Davis  W.T.R,  Yolo  12 
Feb-28  Mar  (TEa,  ph.  JCS,  m.ob.)  were  nearly 
pure  white  and  were  thus  more  clearly  Iceland 
Gulls,  possibly  even  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species. The  distinctive  appearance  of  these 
birds  suggests  the  possibility  that  the  same  in- 
dividual was  involved  in  both  reports.  The  ad. 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Clear  L.,  Lake  con- 
tinued to  10  Jan  (ph.  FHa,  m.ob.).  A first-cycle 
bird  at  Crowley  L.  12  Dec  (tJLD,  CHw,  DHo) 
provided  Mono  with  its  2nd  record.  Birders  at 
the  season’s  gull  hotspot,  the  Yolo  County 
Landfill  and  Davis  W.T.P.,  recorded  Yolo’s  first  3 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls:  different  ads.  12-17 
Feb  (TEa,  ph.  JCS,  SCH,  m.ob.)  and  28  Feb+ 
(ph.  SAbb,  m.ob.)  and  a second-cycle  bird  27 
Feb+  (TEa,  ph.  JCS,  m.ob.).  This  location  also 
produced  Yolo’s  first  Slaty-backed  Gull,  an  ad., 

27  Feb+  (TEa,  m.ob.).  At  Venice  S.B.,  Sun  Ma- 
teo, the  site  of  most  of  the  Region’s  Slaty- 
backed  Gull  records,  an  ad.  and  a first-cycle 
“probable”  Slaty-backed  were  reported  31  Dec 
(OsJ,  MtB,  MJM,  AJ),  and  an  ad.  was  present 
10  Feb  (tRSTh).  Elsewhere,  an  ad.  was  at 
Fernbridge,  Humboldt  21-22  Feb  (ph.  TEa, 
m.ob.),  and  a possible  first-cycle  Slaty-backed 
Gull  was  at  Manresa  S.B.,  Scmta  Cruz  1 Jan 
(MtB).  Among  65+  Glaucous  Gulls  in  17  coun- 
ties were  4 ads.,  including  one  at  Sutter  N.W.R. 
15-18  Dec  (ph.  JCS,  m.ob.)  that  provided  a 
first  Sutter  record.  The  high  coastal  count  was 
of  6 at  the  Buena  Vista  Rd.  Landfill,  Santa  Cruz 
24  Jan  (MtB),  whereas  high  inland  counts  in- 
cluded 3 at  the  Fresno  W.T.P,  Fresno  26  Feb 
(JCS,  JLx,  JSL)  and  3 at  the  Davis  W.T.P,  Yolo 

28  Feb  OCS,  TEa  et  ah). 

As  expected,  a few  Caspian  Terns  wintered 
in  Humboldt,  with  a high  of  4 at  King  Salmon, 
s.  Humboldt  Bay  on  4 Feb  (Brian  Robinson). 
Our  only  Black  Skimmers  were  in  Mountain 
View,  Santa  Clara,  where  a group  of  9 on  15 
Dec  (WGB)  had  dwindled  to  2 by  18  Feb 
(FV).  An  estimated  6500  Rhinoceros  Anklets 
on  Monterey  Bay,  Monterey  17  Jan  (ShJ)  pro- 
vided a high  count.  Fairly  regular  but  still 
rare,  a Thick-billed  Murre  was  at  Point  Reyes 
N.S.,  Marin  20  Dec  (fide  DWm). 

SHOREBIRDS 

Out-of-place  Mountain  Plovers  included  3 at 
the  Siskiyou  County  Airport  n.  of  Montague 
7-13  Dec  (Siskiyou's  5th  record;  Steve  Nelson, 
Jim  Flett,  Dave  Shutteroff,  Joey  Russell,  Eddie 
Mundall,  RE)  and  singles  at  a remarkable  four 
locations  in  Humboldt  1 Dec-21  Feb  (m.ob.), 
continuing  a string  of  recent  records  in  that 
county.  For  a 3rd  successive  winter  a Solitary 
Sandpiper  graced  the  Region,  this  time  at  L. 


Cunningham,  Santa  Clara  5-8  Jan  (DvWb, 
ph.  WGB  et  ah).  Santa  Cruz's  Rock  Sandpiper 
continued  through  the  period  (m.ob.).  Ruffs 
included  a male  at  Limantour,  Marin  19-20 
Dec  (SCH  et  ah),  a male  at  the  Kent  Ave. 
ponds,  Kings  30  Dec  QSy),  followed  by  a fe- 
male there  31  Dec-25  Jan  (Mark  Stacy,  JSy), 
and  a juv.  at  Alpaugh  16-17  Jan  (about  the  3rd 
for  Tulare',  ph.  JLt,  SDS).  Two  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  were  the  first  found  in  winter  in 
the  Region  in  four  years:  one  at  Moss  Landing 
W.A.,  Monterey  29  Dec-1  Jan  (Carlton  Eyster, 
PJM,  ADeM)  and  the  other  at  the  Kent  Ave. 
ponds.  Kings  2-20  Jan  (Mark  Stacy). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  at  Mammoth  Lakes  22 
Jan  provided  the  first  Jan  record  for  Mono 
(Bob  Hogan).  A Great  Gray  Owl  at  Alpine  L. 
1 Dec  (EE)  was  one  of  few  ever  found  in 
Alpine.  A rarity  for  urban  S.F.,  a Long-eared 
Owl  was  at  Buena  Vista  Park  18  Dec-22  Jan 
(Trent  Stanley,  m.ob.).  A Long-eared  at  Wil- 
low Ranch  3 Jan  (SCR)  was  one  of  few  ever 
found  in  Modoc,  though  the  species  would 
likely  prove  regular  there  with  increased  cov- 
erage. Wintering  Common  Poorwills  were  in 
Santa  Cruz  near  Davenport  20  Dec  (Mark 
Greene)  and  Big  Basin  Redwoods  S.R  3 Jan  (2 
birds;  DLSu).  Mendocino's  2nd  winter  record 
of  Costa’s  Hummingbird  was  at  Ukiah  13-23 
Jan  (CEV  RJK).  Other  Costa’s  were  at  Santa 
Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  7-8  Dec  (female;  SBT,  LTer, 
RyT,  OsJ,  MSc),  and  in  Fresno  2 Feb  at  Squaw 
Valley  (ph.  Jim  Warner)  and  12  Feb  along  the 
San  Joaquin  R.  OSy)-  A male  Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbird photographed  at  Squaw  Valley  2-8 
Feb  Ohn  Warner)  was  the  first  to  be  docu- 
mented in  Fresno.  The  true  status  of  this 
species  in  the  Sierra  is  unclear,  but  a handful 
of  recently  documented  records  suggests  it 
may  be  more  common  than  once  thought. 
Seven  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  included 
Lake’s  2nd  near  Lakeport  5 Jan-24  Feb  (ad. 
female;  Darlene  Hecomovich,  JRW,  ph.  SAG, 
m.ob.)  and  Madera's  5th  at  Dryad  Ranch  24 
Jan  (male;  Bill  & Megan  Ralph).  A Yellow-bel- 
lied at  Lost  L.  27  Dec-19  Jan  (filz,  Larry 
Parmeter,  Jim  Warner,  m.ob.)  provided  a 3rd 
record  for  Fresno  and  a 4th  for  Madera.  Six 
Red-naped  Sapsuckers  were  noted  12  Dec-14 
Feb.  A Red-breasted  Sapsucker  of  the  sub- 
species ruber  near  Galt,  Sacramento  & San 
Joaquin  21  Feb  (tDGY)  was  one  of  few  of  this 
taxon  documented  in  the  Region. 

A Dusky  Flycatcher  at  the  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  14  Dec  (tMiT)  was  highly 
unseasonable,  as  the  species  is  rarely  noted  in 
the  Region  after  Oct.  Single  Pacific- 
slope/Cordilleran  Flycatchers  were  at  Carmel, 
Monterey  29  Dec  (JTz,  Rich  Hoyer)  and  C.R.P. 
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10  Jan  OTr).  Six  Eastern  Phoebes  were  coastal 
or  nearly  so,  including  Solano’s  3rd  at  Mare  I, 
9 Feb  (tDan  Williams)  and  Santa  Clara's  4th 
at  L.  Cunningham  14  Dec-1  Feb  (ph.  JLk, 
SLk,  m.ob.).  A well-studied  phoebe  at  the 
Ferndale  bottoms,  Humboldt  4 Jan-17  Feb 
(Owen  Head,  ACB,  JTz,  ph.  RbF,  ph.  KGR,  vt. 
KGR,  v.r.  Andrew  Spencer)  was  believed  to  be 
a Black  Phoebe  x Say’s  Phoebe  hybrid,  possi- 
bly the  hrst  ever  documented.  Now  apparent- 
ly annual  in  the  C.V.  in  winter,  a male  Vermil- 
ion Flycatcher  was  along  Gun  Club  Rd., 
Merced  1 Jan  (Wally  Tordoff).  The  lone  Tropi- 
cal Kingbird  report  was  at  Half  Moon  Bay,  San 
Mateo  20  Dec-18  Jan  (AdW,  J.  Blair,  m.ob.). 
An  unseasonable  Western  Kingbird  was  de- 
scribed from  Stone  Lakes  N.W.R.,  Sacramento 
3 Jan  (IBeatrix  Treiterer).  A banner  year  for 
Northern  Shrikes  in  the  Region’s  lowlands  in- 
cluded the  continuing  bird  at  Las  Gallinas 
S.T.P.,  Marin  through  at  least  20  Jan  (m.ob.) 
and  Napa’s  3rd  and  4th  records  at  Yountville 
26  Jan  (imm.;  MBe)  and  Huichica  W.A.  14 
Feb-4  Mar  (imm.;  MBe,  m.ob.).  A Northern 
Shrike  near  Wildrose  Summit  21  Feb  (Brian 
Daniels,  Leo  Ohtsuki)  provided  a rare  late 
winter  record  for  Mono,  where  most  are  found 
in  Dec.  A Warbling  Vireo  at  Santa  Cruz,  San- 
ta Cruz  5 Dec  (tSGe  et  al.)  may  have  been  a 
late  migrant;  another  at  Pt.  Arena,  Mendocino 
3 Jan  (tGS)  was  likely  attempting  to  winter,  a 
noteworthy  event  for  the  Region. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  wintering  Steller’s 
Jays  from  the  n.  C.V  in  the  fall  report  contin- 
ued through  the  winter  season.  Thirty-three 
Yellow-billed  Magpies  at  L.  Berryessa  9 Dec 
(MBe)  constituted  the  largest  flock  ever  noted 
in  Napa.  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
were  virtually  unknown  in  the  Region  in  win- 
ter just  a few  years  ago,  but  this  season 
brought  three  more  reports:  one  along  Nor- 
man Rd.,  Colusa  9 Dec  (ph.  JCS),  2 near  Alvi- 
so,  Santa  Clara  14  Dec  (DSt),  and  one  at  Pa- 
jaro  Dunes,  Santa  Cruz  1 Jan  (BBrr).  At  least 
69  Barn  Swallows  were  tallied  along  the  coast 
and  in  the  C.V  from  Dec  through  mid-Feb. 
Rare  in  the  C.V,  a Chestnut-backed  Chick- 
adee was  at  Sacramento,  Sacramento  21  Dec 
(AEn).  A hardy  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  sur- 
vived the  Mono  winter  at  Simis  Ranch  and 
was  noted  until  20  Mar  (KNN).  Five  Western 
Bluebirds  in  Lee  Vining  Canyon  20  Dec  (Riv- 
er Gates)  represented  just  the  2nd  winter 
record  for  Mono.  Out-of-place  Mountain  Blue- 
birds were  at  Trinidad,  Humboldt  1 Jan  (fe- 
male; tRS,  Heather  Cameron)  and  at  Ft.  Fun- 
ston,  S.F.  3 Jan  (male;  LLu,  CLu,  m.ob.). 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Our  only  reported  out-of-range  Sage  Thrash- 
er was  near  Daulton,  Madera  14  Jan  (LyH, 
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PFa,  BBr).  A Brown  Thrasher  appeared  in  an 
Areata,  Humboldt  backyard  26  Dec  and  re- 
mained in  a nearby  yard  into  spring  (ACB, 
SWH,  m.ob.).  San  Mateo’s  5th  Brown  Thrash- 
er was  near  Pescadero  3 Jan-2  Feb  0-  Spider 
et  ah),  and  another  was  at  Coyote  Hills, 
Alameda  13  Feb-15  Mar  (Lauryn  Benedict, 
m.ob.).  A Gray  Catbird  near  Pt.  Lobos  1-29 
Dec  (tCHo)  furnished  Monterey’s  2nd  winter 
record.  Our  only  Tennessee  Warbler  was  in 
S.F  12-14  Dec  (BFi,  JsC,  Dominik  Mosur). 
Twenty-two  Nashville  Warblers  (all  coastal  or 
bayside)  was  a typical  winter  total  for  the  Re- 
gion. A Northern  Parula  at  the  U.C.  Santa 
Cruz  Arboretum  28  Dec  (ph.  Carla  Galloway) 
was  a winter  hrst  for  Santa  Cruz.  Among  our 
12  Yellow  Warblers,  one  in  Redding  4 Jan 
(Don  Marsh)  made  a noteworthy  Shasta 
record.  A Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  in  San 
Jose,  Santa  Clara  30  Dec-1  Jan  (vt.  Manny 
Vera,  RGJ).  A male  Cape  May  Warbler  in  San- 
ta Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  3-31  Dec  (Eric  Miller, 
RyT,  OsJ,  LGo,  m.ob.)  had  been  banded  in 
late  Sep  on  FI.  (fide  RbF).  All  11  Hermit  War- 
blers were  coastal,  as  was  a Blackburnian 
Warbler  at  McCluskey  Slough,  Monterey  6-7 
Dec  (RF,  KW  et  ah).  The  season’s  warbler 
highlight  was  a Grace’s  Warbler  in  Russian 
Gulch  S.P.,  Mendocino  31  Dec-31  Jan  (tDS, 
tRJK,  ph.  MMtt,  ph.  MtB,  m.ob.),  providing 
the  Region’s  5th  and  the  most  northerly 
record  for  the  state  by  175  km.  A Prairie  War- 
bler was  at  Ano  Nuevo,  San  Mateo  3 Jan  (PJM, 
ph.  KrO  et  al),  only  the  5th  winter  record  for 
the  Region  in  the  past  two  decades.  Our  Palm 
Warbler  total  (17)  was  the  2nd  lowest  in  the 
past  17  years,  and  7 Black-and-white  War- 
blers was  also  well  below  our  average.  On  the 
positive  side,  S.F’s  2nd  mainland  Worm-eat- 
ing Warbler  12  Dec+  (Russ  Bright,  BFi,  JsC, 
ph.  MWE,  m.ob.)  was  enjoyed  by  many.  An 
Ovenbird  in  Trinidad  3 Jan  (tMHa)  was  Hum- 
boldt's 2nd  in  winter.  Northern  Waterthrushes 
included  continuing  birds  in  S.F  (through  9 
Jan;  BFi)  and  Mountain  View,  Santa  Clara  (2 
birds  through  4 Feb;  RGJ),  one  at  Areata 
Marsh,  Humboldt  5 Dec-27  Jan  (RbF,  m.ob.), 
and  another  along  Denniston  Cr.,  San  Mateo 
30  Dec-7  Feb  (AJ).  Eight  Wilson’s  Warblers 
was  a good  total,  with  4 in  Humboldt  being 
particularly  impressive. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Summer  Tanager  originally  found  (but  un- 
reported) in  fall  in  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz 
stayed  through  24  Jan  (ph.  Jenny  Slaughter, 
TN,  Jidc  DLSu),  whereas  another  Santa  Cruz 
bird  was  in  La  Selva  Beach  14  Dec-16  Feb 
(Freddie  Menge).  Summer  Tanagers  were  also 
in  Inverness  Park,  Marin  21  Dec  (fide  RS)  and 
Orangevale,  Sacramento  29  Jan-22  Mar  (Karl 
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& Karlin  Oettle,  ph.  CCo,  EP,  JCS).  A Green- 
tailed Towhee  was  in  Vallejo,  Solano  16  Jan-3 
Feb  (Lois  Clift,  Mike  O’Grady,  ph.  RLCL). 
American  Tree  Sparrows  are  almost  certainly 
annual  in  under-birded  Modoc,  where  2 were 
near  Modoc  N.W.R.  2 Jan  and  another  was  in 
New  Pine  Cr.  2 Jan-15  Feb  (both  SCR).  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  were  in  Areata  Bottoms, 
Hwnboldt  30  Nov-7  Dec  (LMa),  Carmel  High- 
lands, Monterey  29  Dec-2  Jan  (CHz),  along 
Guadalupe  River  Trail,  Santa  Clara  26  Jan-17 
Mar  (JPa,  m.ob.),  and  at  Redwood  Shores,  Sun 
Mateo  4-22  Feb  (RSTh  et  al.).  Twenty-two 
Swamp  Sparrows  were  in  coastal  or  bayside 
counties,  as  were  all  but  9 of  our  104  White- 
throated  Sparrows.  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  in 
Livermore,  Alameda  14  Dec-i-  (Dennis  Rashe), 
Occidental,  Sonoma  20  Dec  (Roger  Marlowe), 
Chico,  Butte  3-8  Jan  (MSk,  JLw),  and 
Cedarville,  Modoc  3 Jan  (2  birds;  SCR). 

Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were  at  Moro 
Cojo  Slough,  Monterey  12  Dec  (RbF,  KVV), 
along  Leopard  Drive,  Shasta  20  Dec-10  Feb 
(B&CY,  RoS,  KW  BED,  m.ob.),  sw.  of  Lin- 
coln, Placer  (at  least  10  birds;  TEa,  TaE,  BWb, 
Zach  Miller,  m.ob.),  and  on  C.R.P.,  Sacramen- 
to 3 Jan  (2  birds;  AEn).  Nine  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  were  all  in  coastal  counties,  as 
were  Black-headed  Grosbeaks  in  Mill  Valley, 
Marin  6 Dec  (Margaret  Sickles)  and  Ukiah, 
Mendocino  14  Dec-22  Feb  (BD,  KHv).  Indigo 
Buntings  were  in  backyards  in  Santa  Rosa, 
Sonoma  22-28  Dec  (BBu)  and  Eureka,  Hum- 
boldt 14  Feb  (ph.  Bob  & Ruth  Alwein).  Or- 
chard Orioles  were  reported  from  three  differ- 
ent locations  within  S.F:  Ft.  Mason  12  Dec-8 
Jan  (JsC,  m.ob.),  Glen  Canyon  7 Feb+ 
(Roberta  Guise),  and  Potrero  Hill  23  Feb 
(Kevin  Liberg).  Other  Orchard  Orioles  were 
in  Ferndale  Bottoms,  Humboldt  10  Dec  (Owen 
Head)  and  Smith  River,  Del  Norte  16  Dec-24 
Jan  (ADB,  TKz).  An  ad.  male  Hooded  Oriole 
returned  to  the  same  Menlo  Park,  San  Mateo 
feeder  for  its  4th  consecutive  winter  (4  Dec-i-; 
PKB),  Male  Hoodeds  were  also  in  Ft.  Bragg, 
Mendocino  20-28  Dec  (ph.  Carlin  Otto,  RJK) 
and  Loleta,  Humboldt  4 Jan  (tDFx,  JCP  et  al.); 
S.F’s  hrst  winter  Hooded  Oriole  was  a female 
at  Ft.  Mason  16  Feb  (ph.  Eddie  Bartley).  Eight 
Bullock's  Orioles  was  fairly  typical,  but  2 Bal- 
timore Orioles  and  one  Baltimore  x Bullock’s 
hybrid  in  one  location  in  Pacihe  Grove,  Mon- 
terey 29  Dec-20  Jan  (ph.  RbF,  SRv,  MtB-i-)  was 
astounding.  A Rusty  Blackbird  was  in  Ft. 
Dick,  Del  Norte  19  Dec-15  Feb  (ADB,  KGR, 
KBu).  A Black  Rosy-Finch  was  in  a large  flock 
of  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  near  Bridge- 
port, Mono  17  Dec  OLD).  Interestingly,  the 
Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  all  appeared  to 
be  of  the  littoralis  subspecies,  which  breeds 
from  Alaska  through  British  Columbia  and  to 
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the  s.  limit  of  the  Cascades,  rather  than  of  the 
resident  Sierra  dawsoni  subspecies.  A small 
flock  of  Red  Crossbills  in  Folsom  4 Jan  (CCo, 
KLL)  was  an  excellent  And  for  Sacramento. 
The  moderate  “irruption”  of  Pine  Siskins  we 
noted  in  fall  persisted  into  winter,  with  many 
coastal  and  C.V  locations  reporting  unusual 
numbers  well  into  the  season. 

Corrigendum:  The  report  of  100  Mountain 
Plovers  from  Merced  last  winter  in  North 
American  Birds  62:  299  was  in  error.  The  cited 
observers  made  no  such  report. 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in  bold- 
face): Steve  Abbott,  Roger  Adamson  (Yolo), 
Tim  Amaral,  Alan  D.  Barron,  Bob  Battagin, 
Murray  Berner  {Napa),  Gary  A.  Bloomfleld, 
William  G.  Bousman  (Santa  Clara),  Penelope 
K.  Bowen,  Matthew  Brady,  Beverly  Brock, 
Adam  C.  Brown,  Ray  Bruun,  Betty  Burridge, 
Ken  Burton,  Scott  Carey,  Josiah  Clark,  Luke 
W.  Cole  (Kings),  Chris  Conard  (Sacramento), 
Rudy  Darling  (Nevada),  Jeff  N.  Davis 
(Madera),  Bruce  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V  counties), 
Stephen  Davies,  A1  DeMartini,  David  DeSante, 
Barbara  Dolan,  Jon  L.  Dunn,  Tanner  Easterla, 
Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton  (San  Francis- 


co), Ray  Ekstrom  (Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias,  An- 
drew Engilis,  Gil  C.  Ewing,  Peter  Fahey,  Brian 
Fitch,  David  Fix,  Rick  Fournier,  Rob  Fowler 
(RbF;  Flwnboldt),  Steve  Gerow  (Santa  Cniz), 
Steve  A.  Glover  (Contra  Costa),  Lois  Gold- 
frank,  David  Flamilton,  Denise  Flamilton, 
Melody  Hamilton,  Steve  C.  Hampton,  W.  Ed- 
ward Harper,  Stanley  W.  Harris,  Chris 
Hartzell,  Karen  Havlena,  Cliff  Hawley,  Floyd 
Hayes,  Lynn  Hemink,  Justin  Hite,  Craig  Ho- 
henberger,  Debbie  House,  Chris  Howard,  Lisa 
Hug,  John  E.  Hunter  (Trinity),  Alvaro  Jaramil- 
lo,  Richard  G.  Jeffers,  Oscar  Johnson,  Robert 
J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  Kimya  L.  Lambert,  Jeri 
M.  Langham,  Rick  Lebaudour,  Robin  L.  C. 
Leong  (Solano),  James  Liskovec,  Susan 
Liskovec,  John  Lockhart,  Jim  Lomax,  John  S. 
Luther,  Michael  J.  Mammoser,  Matthew  A. 
Matthiessen,  Larry  Maurin,  J.  Mac  Mc- 
Cormick (Plumas  and  Sierra),  Peter  J. 
Metropulos  (San  Mateo),  Bartshe  Miller, 
Roger  Muskat,  Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono), 
Todd  Newberry,  Frances  Oliver  (San  Joaquin), 
Kris  Olson,  Ed  Pandolfino  (Placer),  Gary  W. 
Potter  (Fresno),  Jude  C.  Power,  David  E. 
Quad}'  Robert  J.  Richmond  (Alameda),  Don 
Roberson  (Monterey),  Kerry  G.  Ross,  Stephen 
C.  Rottenborn,  Steve  Rovell,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill 


(Sonoma),  Rob  Santry,  Michelle  Scott,  Jeff 
Seay,  Shearwaterjourneys,  Dave  Shuford,  Rich 
Stallcup,  John  C.  Sterling  (Modoc,  Alpine,  and 
Calaveras),  Grace  Steurer,  David  L.  Suddjian 
(Santa  Cruz),  Steven  D.  Summers  (Tulare), 
Ronald  S.  Thorn,  Richard  Ternullo,  Linda  Ter- 
rill, Ryan  Terrill  (Marin),  Scott  B.  Terrill,  Jim 
Tietz  (EL),  John  Trochet,  Steve  Umland 
(Tuolumne),  Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced  and  San 
Benito),  Frank  Vanslager,  Chuck  E.  Vaughn, 
Ann  Verdi,  Kent  Van  Vuren  (Merced  and  San 
Benito),  Matt  Wachs,  Bruce  Webb,  Dave  We- 
ber, Jerry  R.  White  (Lake),  David 
Wimpfheimer,  Adam  Winer,  Gary  Woods, 
David  G.  Yee,  Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta). 
Many  more  observers  are  not  specifically  cit- 
ed; all  are  appreciated. 


Ed  Pandolfino,  5530  Delrose  Court 

Carmichael,  California  95608,  (erpfromca@aol.com) 

Stephen  C.  Rottenborn 

983  University  Avenue,  Building  D 

Los  Gatos,  California  95032 

(srottenborn@harveyecology.com) 

Michael  M.  Rogers,  499  Novato  Avenue 
Sunnyvale,  California  94086,  (m.m.rogers@comcast.net) 
Steven  A.  Glover,  6526  Conestoga  Lane 
Dublin,  California  94568,  (countylines@sbcglobaLnet) 
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The  Region  experienced  a relatively 
mild  winter  with  somewhat  below-av- 
erage  precipitation.  There  were  rela- 
tively few  irruptive  boreal  and  montane  birds 
present,  with  just  a smattering  of  Red-breast- 
ed Nuthatches,  Brown  Creepers,  Varied 
Thrushes,  Red  Crossbills,  and  other  nomads. 
Many  observers,  especially  those  in  the  Re- 
gion’s southern  counties,  commented  on  the 


relative  scarcity  of  normally  common  winter- 
ing species  such  as  White-crowned,  Golden- 
crowned,  and  Fox  Sparrows  and  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets.  Highlights  included  the 
presence  of  several  Parakeet  Auklets  off  the 
northern  part  of  the  Region,  California's  first 
winter  White-eyed  Vireo,  and  a Scarlet  Tanag- 
er  that  remained  through  most  of  the  period. 
The  winter  saw  the  presence  of  22  species  of 
warblers,  four  species  of  tanager,  and  five 
species  of  orioles.  Coastal  San  Diego 
County  was  especially  productive  (and  well 
covered);  we  note  here  that  birds  at  the  “San 
Diego  Zoo”  in  the  following  report  were  in- 
deed wild  birds  seen  on  the  lushly  planted 
zoo  grounds,  not  captive  birds  at  this  premier 
zoological  institution! 

Abbreviations:  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the  Salton 
Sea,  Riverside);  P.M.N.A.S.  (Point  Mugu 
N.A.S.,  Ventura),  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton 
Sea,  Imperial);  V.C.G.P.  (Ventura  County 
Game  Preserve  near  Point  Mugu  N.A.S.,  Ven- 
tura). Museum  collections  abbreviated  in  the 
text  are:  SDNHM  (San  Diego  Natural  History 
Museum).  Because  most  rarities  in  s.  Califor- 


nia are  seen  by  multiple  observers,  only  the 
observer(s)  initially  finding  and/or  identify- 
ing the  bird  are  included.  Documentation  for 
species  on  the  California  Bird  Records  Com- 
mittee (C.B.R.C.)  review  list  (see  <www.cali- 
forniabirds.org>)  is  forwarded  to  the  CB.R.C. 
and  archived  at  the  Western  Foundation  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology  in  Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HAWKS 

Single  Tundra  Swans  at  P.M.N.A.S.  1-4  Jan 

(OJ)  and  VC.G.P.  21-22  Feb  (RB),  and  2 at 
S.E.S.S.  20  Jan-22  Feb  (SLS,  GMcC),  were  the 
southernmost  this  winter.  Up  to  4 Surf  Scot- 
ers on  L.  Havasu,  San  Bernardino  3 Dec-18 
Jan  (PEL)  and  up  to  5 at  S.E.S.S.  13  Dec-14 
Feb  (BK,  GMcC)  were  inland,  as  were  a 
White-winged  Scoter  on  Quail  L.,  Los  Angeles  ' 
31  Jan-1  Mar  (KLG),  2 on  L.  Havasu  18  Jan 

(AEK) ,  singles  near  Blythe,  Riverside  6 Dec-3 
Jan  (RH)  and  at  N.E.S.S.  3 Jan  (RMcK),  and 
another  at  S.E.S.S.  16  Dec  (GMcC),  and  3 
Black  Scoters  on  L.  Havasu  18  Jan  (AEK)  and 
another  on  Quail  L.  2 Dec-1  Mar  QT-D). 
White-winged  Scoters  remain  rare  on  the 
coast  s.  of  Pt.  Conception,  with  no  more  than 
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These  two  young  male  Black  Scoters  and  a young  male  Surf  Scoter  together  on  Lake  Havasu,  San  Bernardino  County,  Califor- 
nia 18  January  2009  were  three  of  at  least  19  scoters  reported  inland  in  Southern  California  during  the  winter.  Photograph 
by  Bob  Steele. 


a dozen  found  there  this  winter.  Nine  Black 
Scoters  on  the  coast  were  about  normal,  but 
the  total  of  6 Long-tailed  Ducks  was  probably 
less  than  expected.  Inland,  single  Long-tailed 
Ducks  were  on  Pleasant  Valley  Res.  near  Bish- 
op, Inyo  14  Dec-31  Jan  (SMcL),  Tineinaha 
Res.  near  Big  Pine,  hiyo  25  Dec  QLD)  and  on 
L.  Havasu  3 Dec  (DVP).  Two  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneye at  Senator  Wash  Dam,  Imperial  17 
Dec-18  Jan  (PEL)  were  the  southernmost  on 
the  Colorado  R.  this  winter. 

A Red-throated  Loon,  the  rarest  of  our  regu- 
larly occurring  loons  inland,  was  on  L.  Perris, 
Riverside  22-26  Feb  (HBK).  The  only  Pacific 
Loon  found  inland  was  one  on  Quail  L.  28 
Nov-27  Feb  OSF).  Three  Red-necked  Grebes 
were  found  along  the  coast,  with  single  birds 
off  the  Santa  Maria  R.  estuary,  Santa  Barbara  1 1 
Jan  (NAL),  off  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  13  Dec-8 
Feb  (KBr),  and  in  Ventura  12  Dec-1  Feb 
(DVP).  Small  numbers  of  Horned  Grebes  reg- 
ularly winter  inland  on  large  deepwater  lakes, 
but  one  on  Finney  L.,  Imperial  15  Feb  (SBu) 
was  on  a much  smaller  and  shallower  lake.  A 
Manx  Shearwater  over  the  Redondo  Canyon 
nw  of  the  Palos  Verdes  Pen.,  Los  Angeles  28 
Feb  (TMcG,  KLG)  and  2 about  5 km  w.  of  Pt. 
Loma,  San  Diego  7 Mar  (SNGH)  add  to  the 
number  recorded  in  s.  California  waters. 

Two  Reddish  Egrets  at  RM.N.A.S.  through 
the  winter  (DPe)  were  the  only  ones  n.  of  Or- 
ange, but  3 in  Orange  22  Dec  (RoS,  BED)  and 
another  at  the  Santa  Margarita  R.  mouth,  San 
Diego  through  the  period  QMcM)  were  fewer 
than  in  recent  winters.  Up  to  4 Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Herons  remained  in  Imperial 
Beach,  San  Diego  through  the  winter  (GMcC). 
An  ad.  Northern  Goshawk  in  Bishop  21-22 
Feb  (CE)  was  in  an  area  where  small  numbers 
probably  occur  annually.  A Broad-winged 
Hawk  in  Carpinteria,  Santa  Barbara  2-15  Jan 
(LRB)  is  the  first  in  recent  years  in  winter.  A 
Swainson’s  Hawk  near  Brawley  Imperial  9 Jan 
(GMcC)  was  probably  wintering  locally;  the 


earliest  spring  migrants  included  5 near  Ra- 
mona, San  Diego  29  Jan  (PJ),  29  at  Borrego 
Springs,  San  Diego  10  Feb  (PJ),  and  one  in  n.- 
cen.  Kent  14  Feb  (KHL).  The  wintering  Zone- 
tailed Hawk  in  Ojai,  Ventui  n remained  through 
18  Jan  (DR),  and  at  least  4 more  were  w.  of  the 
coastal  mts.  in  San  Diego  through  most  of  the 
winter,  along  with  an  ad.  near  El  Centro,  Impe- 
rial 19  Sep-16  Mar  (KZK),  an  imm.  there  16 
Dec  (KZK),  and  another  ad.  in  Brawley  2-26 
Feb  (PEL).  Away  from  Inyo,  where  more  than 
a dozen  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  present, 
single  birds  in  ne  San  Luis 
Obispo  3-4  Feb  (MLS)  and 
on  the  Carrizo  Plain,  San 
Luis  Obispo  11  Dec-26  Jan 
(D&KMcD)  were  the  only 
birds  reported.  A Prairie 
Falcon  on  San  Clemente  1. 

8 Jan  QTS)  was  only  the 
2nd  known  to  reach  the 
Channel  Islands. 

CRANES  THROUGH 
AUKLETS 

The  Sandhill  Crane  at 
RM.N.A.S.  remained 
through  15  Feb  (NL), 
and  the  one  at  Rancho  Santa  Fe/Fairbanks 
Ranch,  San  Diego  remained  through  27  Feb 
(SES).  Wintering  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  in- 
cluded single  birds  at  the  Santa  Maria  R.  estu- 
ary 8-11  Dec  (DG),  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange 
through  the  period  (PK),  in  Del  Mar,  San 
Diego  4 Jan  (MoB),  and  on  San  Diego  Bay  19- 
20  Jan  (SBM),  along  with  2 at  Guadalupe, 
Santa  Barbara  (WTF),  2 on  the  Oxnard  Plain, 
Ventura  15  Feb  (DPe),  up  to  4 at  Seal  Beach  22 
Dec-2  Feb  (RS),  3 near  Imperial  Beach 
through  the  period  (RTP),  and  15  on  San 
Clemente  1.  7 Feb  (MDG).  Wintering  Moun- 
tain Plovers  away  from  the  Imperial  Valley  in- 
cluded 437  on  the  Carrizo  Plain  27  Jan  (BAB), 
16  at  n.  Vandenberg  A.EB.  14  Dec  (AA),  up  to 


67  near  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  29  Dec  (AKL), 
and  up  to  40  at  the  San  Jacinto  W.A.,  Riverside 
16  Dec-17  Jan  (TAB,  SG);  3 at  N.E.S.S.  3 Jan 
(DH)  were  away  from  any  area  of  regular  oc- 
currence. A relatively  pure-looking  American 
Oystercatcher  was  at  Pt.  Loma  6-20  Dec 
(DPo).  A Solitary  Sandpiper,  most  unusual  in 
winter,  remained  in  Chino,  San  Bernardino 
from  the  fall  through  2 Dec  (HBK);  one  was  at 
the  San  Jacinto  W.A.  5 Jan  (CMcG);  and  an- 
other near  Seeley,  Imperial  3 Dec  (DRW)  was 
believed  to  be  the  same  bird  that  spent  the 
past  two  winters  in  this  area.  A Stilt  Sandpiper 
at  the  Prado  Basin,  Riverside  1 Dec  QEP)  was 
unexpected.  A Wilson's  Phalarope  at  N.E.S.S. 
31  Jan  (BMi)  was  probably  wintering  locally. 

Black-legged  Kittiwakes  remained  well  off- 
shore, though  strong  winds  on  9 Feb  pushed 
numbers  in  to  the  coast  in  Sail  Diego'  one 
about  20  km  inland  in  Bonsall,  San  Diego  10 
Feb  (Carol  & Jerr)'  Manning;  *SDNHM)  was 
suspected  to  have  been  forced  inland  by  this 
storm.  Single  Laughing  Gulls,  rare  on  the 
coast,  were  in  Oceanside,  San  Diego  6 Feb-25 
Apr  (NB)  and  San  Diego  11  Feb-14  Mar 
(CH),  and  2-3  were  inland  at  the  Salton  Sea, 
Riverside/Imperial  during  the  period  (CMcG, 
GMcC).  An  ad.  Franklin’s  Gull  at  Imperial 
Dam,  Imperial  6-17  Dec  (PEL)  establishes  the 


latest  date  for  a fall  straggler  in  se.  California. 
A first-cycle  Heermann’s  Gull  at  Lancaster  27 
Feb  OSF)  was  inland  and  away  from  the 
Salton  Sea,  and  at  least  3 were  present  around 
the  Salton  Sea  during  the  period  (CAM, 
GMcC).  Single  Mew  Gulls  near  Bakersfield, 
Kern  14  Dec  OCW),  at  L.  Perris  28  Nov-22 
Feb  (HBK),  on  L.  Hodges,  San  Diego  22  Feb 
(PEL),  at  N.E.S.S.  15  Feb  (CAM),  and  at 
S.E.S.S.  25  Nov-31  Dec  (GMcC)  were  inland. 
A pale  first-cycle  gull  in  Lompoc,  Santa  Bar- 
bara 10  Feb-8  Mar  (WTF)  showed  character- 
istics of  an  Iceland  Gull  (under  review  by 
C.B.R.C.).  At  least  8 Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  in  the  Region,  including  Kern’s 
first  at  Buena  Vista  L.  21  Dec  (SLS),  one  near 


This  first-winter  Glaucous  Gull  photographed  on  10  January  2009  in  Oceanside,  San 
Diego  County  was  one  of  nearly  20  found  in  Southern  California  during  the  winter. 
Photograph  by  Eric  Kershner. 
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^ ^ Glaucous-winged  Gulls  appeared  in  the  Region  in  unprecedented  numbers,  and  almost  all  were  first-cycle  birds.  Their 
3 ; abundance  was  indicated  by  a count  of  234  on  park  lakes  and  the  nearby  Los  Angeles  R.  around  downtown  Los  An- 
geles 7 Feb  (MSanM  et  al.),  1 37  at  Dana  Pi,  Orange  8 Feb  (RMcN),  and  20  inland  at  S,E.S.S.  16  Dec  (OJ  et  al.).  Singles  near  Vic- 
torville 21-30  Dec  (BD)  and  Prado  R.P.  15-19  Feb  (HBK)  were  among  the  few  ever  recorded  in  San  Bernardino.  An  unexpected 
13  Glaucous  Gulls,  possibly  associated  with  the  major  influx  of  Glaucous-winged  Gulls,  were  found  along  the  coast,  along  with 
single  birds  inland  at  Kern  N.W/.R.,  Kern  1-4  Feb  (KH-L),  near  Lancaster  23  Feb  (MSanM),  L.  Perris  1 1 Feb  (HBK),  N.E.S.S.  26  Jan 
(CMcG),  and  S.E.S.S.  18  Jan  (LS).  Birders  were  also  scratching  their  heads  this  winter,  with  greater-than-expected  numbers  of 
apparent  Glaucous-winged  x Herring,  Glaucous-winged  x Glaucous,  and  Herring  x Glaucous  hybrids  during  the  period. 


These  two  Parakeet  Auklets  off  Point  Buchon,  San  Luis  Obispo  County  on  1 7 
January  2009  were  the  first  of  five  found  off  southern  California  this  winter. 
Photograph  by  Brad  K.  Schram. 


Lancaster  21  Feb-5  Mar  (M&JS),  up  to  2 
around  L.  Perris  tTirongh  the  period  (CMcG, 
HBK),  and  4 more  on  the  Salton  Sea  (CAM, 
M&NF  GMcC). 

Two  Elegant  Terns  in  Ventura  12  Dec  (DVP) 
were  unusually  late,  and  one  off  Pt.  Vicente, 
Los  Angeles  20  Jan  (MSanM)  is  one  of  a very 
few  reported  in  winter.  Two  Marbled  Mur- 
relets  near  Ventura  27  Dec  (DPe)  were  s.  of  the 
species’  normal  range.  The  presence  of  2 Para- 
keet Auklets  22.4  km  w.-sw.  of  Pt.  Buchon, 
San  Luis  Obispo  17  Jan  (CAM),  another  27  w.- 
sw.  of  Pt.  Buchon  24  Jan  QCS)  and  2 more 
33.6  km  w.-nw.  of  San  Miguel  1.  1 Mar  (PEL) 
suggests  many  more  were  probably  present  in 
this  general  area.  Numbers  of  Rhinoceros 
Auklets  were  exceptional  off  s.  California  as 
indicated  by  1100  off  Los  Angeles  28  Feb 
(KLG)  and  250  off  Oceanside  31  Jan  (WTH). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Six  White-winged  Doves  on  the  coast  be- 
tween Santa  Barbara  and  Los  Angeles  was 
about  average  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Flocks 
of  20-25  Vaux’s  Swifts  were  in  the  Glendale 
and  Griffith  Park  area,  Los  Angeles  through 
the  winter  (RB).  The  Broad-billed  Humming- 
bird found  in  Arroyo  Grande,  San  Luis  Obispo 
31  Oct  remained  through  24  Mar  (CL).  A 
count  of  24  Costa’s  Hummingbirds  in  Brawley 
15  Dec  (PEL)  indicates  how  numerous  this 
species  is  in  this  area  in  winter.  A male  Allen’s 


Hummingbird  photographed 
near  El  Centro  25  Feb  (KZK) 
was  one  of  the  very  few  docu- 
mented in  se.  California.  The 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  in 
Ventura  remained  through  8 
Feb  (DVP).  Fourteen  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsuckers  were  scat- 
tered throughout  the  Region 
through  the  winter.  A Red- 
breasted Sapsucker  at  Picacho 
S.R.A.,  Imperial  12-21  Jan 
(PEL)  was  unusually  far  east. 

The  three  “expected”  win- 
tering species  of  Empidonax 
were  present  in  normal  num- 
bers, with  reports  of  6 Ham- 
mond’s and  10  Pacific- 
slope/Cordilleran  on  the  coastal  slope,  and  at 
least  16  Gray  Flycatchers,  including  birds  on 
the  deserts  at  China  Ranch,  hiyo  12  Jan 
(CGL),  Zzyzx,  San  Bernardino  1-15  Dec  (2; 
CAM),  and  Brawley  through  26  Feb  (KBu). 
Seven  Eastern  Phoebes  included  birds  in  Long 
Beach  21  Dec-25  Feb  QF).  on  San  Clemente 
1.  for  an  island  first  2 Feb-3  Mar  OPG)-  New- 
port Beach,  Orange  28  Dec  (BED),  Rancho  Ju- 
rupa  Park  near  Riverside  19-21  Feb  (MaB), 
and  in  the  Imperial  Valley  near  Seeley  from 
fall  through  14  Mar  (KZK),  Ramer  L.  16  Dec 
(BMi),  and  near  Calipatria  20  Dec  (BK).  The 
returning  wintering  Dusky-capped  Flycatcher 
in  La  Mirada,  Los  Angeles  remained  through 
at  least  6 Apr  (JR);  the  Zzyzx  bird  first  noted 
in  fall  remained  through  13  Dec  (CC).  Three 
Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were  in  Long  Beach 
through  the  period  (KSG).  Seven  Tropical 
Kingbirds  were  found  along  the  coast  during 
the  period,  with  another  remaining  at  S.E.S.S. 
from  11  Nov-16  Dec  (GMcC).  A Thick-hilled 
Kingbird  at  the  South  Coast  Botanic  Garden 
on  the  Palos  Verdes  Pen.,  Los  Angeles  7 
Dec-27  Apr  (SBr)  was  some  8 km  w.  of  Wilm- 
ington where  one  wintered  repeatedly  until 
last  year.  Western  Kingbirds  are  casual  but  in- 
creasingly reported  in  winter;  singles  were  at 
Coronado  3 Dec  (PEL),  Irwindale,  Los  Ange- 
les 7-14  Dec  (AKL),  Newport  Beach  29  Dec 
(KHL),  and  San  Diego  18  Jan  (EC). 

Completely  unexpected  in  winter  and  a 
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first  for  Imperial  was  a White-eyed  Vireo  at 
Picacho  S.R.A.  9-19  Jan  QCS).  A Bell’s  Vireo 
wintering  at  South  Coast  Botanic  Garden  6 
Jan-7  Mar  (SWo)  had  been  banded  as  a fledg- 
ling in  2008  at  Camp  Pendleton  (fide  Barbara 
Kus).  The  Yellow-throated  Vireo  found  in 
Huntington  Beach  14  Nov  remained  until  8 
Mar  (LO),  the  2nd  to  winter  in  Orange. 
Plumbeous  Vireos  outnumbered  Cassin’s  40 
to  16;  unusual  in  winter  on  the  deserts, 
Cassin’s  were  found  in  Palmdale,  Los  Angeles 
20  Dec  (M&NF)  and  at  Picacho  S.R.A.  9 Jan 
(MBr).  A Blue-headed  Vireo  on  Pt.  Loma  1 
Mar  (DWA)  had  undoubtedly  wintered  local- 
ly, but  a Warbling  Vireo  in  Irvine  25  Feb 
(RMcN)  was  almost  certainly  an  early  spring 
migrant.  A Steller’s  Jay  in  Santa  Maria,  Santa 
Barbara  6 Nov-14  Dec  (GT)  was  at  an  un- 
usual coastal  locality.  Two  Yellow-billed  Mag- 
pies 4 Dec-16  Jan  and  an  American  Crow  on 
the  former  date  were  in  the  Carrizo  Plain 
N.M.,  San  Luis  Obispo,  where  unexpected 
(D&KMcD).  A Bank  Swallow  at  Salton  Sea 
N.W.R.  headquarters  31  Jan  was  rare  for  win- 
ter but  completely  eclipsed  by  California’s  5th 
Cave  Swallow  found  by  the  same  observers 
on  the  same  day  and  remaining  through  8 Feb 
(M&JS).  A Verdin  in  the  Tijuana  River  Valley, 
San  Diego  24  Jan  (TC)  was  in  an  area  that  has 
virtually  no  records  since  the  mid-1970s. 

A Winter  Wren  of  the  boreal  subspecies 
hiemalis  in  Montecito,  Santa  Barbara  3-21  Jan 
(OJ,  MBr)  was  well  documented  with  photo- 
graphs and  recordings  of  the  distinctive  calls 
(which  differ  markedly  from  those  of  the  ex- 
pected pacificus  group).  A California  Gnat- 
catcher  along  the  lower  Los  Angeles  R.  in 


Because  documentation  for  Allen's  Hummingbirds  in  south- 
eastern California  is  virtually  non-existent,  photographs  of 
this  male  near  El  Centro  on  25  February  2009,  showing  the 
diagnostic  shapes  of  the  various  rectrices,  were  most  wel- 
comed; r2,  in  particular,  can  be  seen  to  lack  the  nipple-like 
projection  found  in  Rufous  Hummingbirds  of  the  same 
age/sex  class.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  I.  Kurland. 
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A 1 March  2009  search  for  birds  in  an  area  of  residential  Point  Loma,  San  Diego  County, 
known  to  be  hosting  a wiriteririg  Magnolia  Warbler  and  Painted  Redstart  among  others, 
turned  up  this  well-marked  Blue-headed  Vireo.  Photograph  by  Douglas  W.  Aguillard. 

Long  Beach  7-8  Feb  (M&JS)  was  well  out  of 
range;  encouraging  was  the  documentation  of 
a small  population  in  Mill  Creek  Wash  near 
Redlands,  San  Bernardino  during  Feb  QFG)-  A 
'Townsend’s  Solitaire  in  Huntington  Beach  19 
Dec-3  Feb  (SGM)  was  at  an  unusual  coastal 
locality.  The  only  Gray  Catbird  was  in  San 
Diego  13  Dec-25  Jan  (BMu).  Bendire’s 
Thrashers  were  found  in  the  Imperial  Valley 
e.  of  Calexico  10  Dec  (EL)  and  near  Calipatria 
16  Dec-26  Feb  (PEL).  As  expected,  5+ 

Sprague’s  Pipits  wintered  in  agricultural  fields 
near  Calipatria  16  Dec-7  Mar  (MBr). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  excellent  variety  of  warblers  wintered  in 
the  Region,  with  San  Diego  having  the  great- 
est diversity.  Tennessee  Warblers  were  in  San- 
ta Barbara  3 Jan  (DVP),  San  Diego  1 & 10-14 
Dec  (PEL),  and  most  notably  at  Pine  Moun- 
tain Club,  Kem  27  Nov-11  Apr  (E&LS).  At 
least  20  Nashville  Warblers  were  found  along 
the  coast,  augmented  by  a Lucy’s  in  Imperial 
Beach  20  Dec  (PEL).  A striking  male  Man- 
grove Yellow  Warbler — -of  either  the  Baja  Cal- 
ifornia subspecies  castaneiceps  or  w.  Mexican 
mainland  rhizophorae — spent  13  Jan-27  Mar 
in  exotic  shrubs  in  an  industrial  area  in  San 
Diego  (MJB);  the  only  previous  California 
record  was  of  one  photographed  at  S.E.S.S.  18 
Dec  2007  (OJ).  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were 
in  El  Monte,  Los  Angeles  20  Dec  QSF),  San 
Diego  12  Nov-27  Mar  (TRS),  Santee  26 
Nov-8  Mar  (BMu),  and  Santee  Lakes  20 
Dec-21  Feb  (AlK).  Magnolia  Warblers  were 
in  Downey,  Los  Angeles  27  Dec-11  Jan  (LS), 
on  Pt.  Loma  29  Oct-28  Mar  (SES),  and  in  San- 
tee 26  Nov-21  Dec  (BMu).  Black-throated 
Gray  Warblers  are  rare  in  the  Salton  Sink  in 
winter;  this  year,  singles  were  at  N.E.S.S.  3 Jan 
(SJM),  Brawley  15  Dec  (PEL),  and  Calipatria 
16  Dec  (PEL).  A remarkable  3 Black-throated 


Green  Warblers  were 
in  San  Diego:  at  San 
Diego  Mission  13 
Dec-2  Jan  (BMu),  San- 
tee Lakes  26  Dec-7  Jan 
(CH),  and  the  San 
Diego  Zoo  29  Dec-17 
Apr  (TRS);  another 
was  in  Yucaipa,  San 
Bernardino  14-20  Dec 
(RMcK).  A Townsend’s 
Warbler  was  at 
S.E.S.S.,  where  rare  in 
winter,  16  Dec  QZ). 
Yellow-throated  War- 
blers were  near  Glen- 
dale, Los  Angeles  14 
Dec-15  Feb  (MSanM) 
and  San  Diego  17-20 
Jan  (SBM).  Grace’s  Warblers  in  Goleta  3 
Jan-10  Mar  (AA)  and  Del  Mar,  Sa?i  Diego  4 
Jan-1  Mar  (SES)  were  in  coastal  pines,  where 
nearly  annual  in  winter. 

Pine  Warblers  in  Costa  Mesa  28  Dec-6  Apr 
OEP)  and  Chula  Vista  7 Dec-5  Apr  QD)  were 
both  returning  for  their  3rd  winter,  but  one 
near  El  Monte  6 Dec-7  Apr  (AKL)  was  new. 
Only  6 Palm  Warblers  were  reported  on  the 
coast;  another  was  at  N.E.S.S.  3-25  Jan  (SJM). 

Twenty-three  Black-and-white  Warblers 
were  on  the  coastal  slope,  along  with  9 Amer- 
ican Redstarts.  Four  North- 
ern Waterthrushes  on  the 
coastal  slope  included  birds 
continuing  from  the  fall  in 
Irvine  and  Prado  R.E,  and 
new  birds  in  Santa  Barbara 
and  Huntington  Beach. 

Four  of  last  fall’s  Worm-eat- 
ing Warblers  remained  into 
winter:  in  Ventura  through 
11  Jan  (MR),  at  San  Diegui- 
to  Park  in  San  Diego 
through  16  Jan  (JMcM),  at 
the  San  Diego  Zoo  through 

20  Apr  (BMu,  TRS),  and  in 
Riverside  through  31  Jan 
(CAM).  Two  new  ones  were 
also  discovered,  at  Laguna 
Niguel,  Orange  8 Dec  (RMcN)  and  in  the  Ti- 
juana River  Valley  13  Dec  (CMcF). 
MacGillivray’s  Warblers  were  in  Rolling  Hills, 
Los  Angeles  21  Dec  (RuS),  Huntington  Beach 

21  Oct-31  Jan  (BED),  and  Newport  Beach  28- 
31  Dec  (DRW).  A Painted  Redstart  in  Thou- 
sand Oaks,  Ventura  5-12  Jan  (DLy)  augment- 
ed 3 wintering  birds  noted  in  the  fall  season 
report.  The  returning  wintering  Hepatic  Tan- 
ager  in  Imperial  Beach  remained  through  28 
Feb  (GMcC).  Of  some  38  wintering  Summer 
Tanagers  on  the  coastal  slope,  fully  half  were 


in  San  Diego  alone;  another  in  Bakersfield  14 
Dec  (]CW)  provided  the  first  winter  period 
record  for  Kern.  Unprecedented  in  North 
America,  an  imm.  male  Scarlet  Tanager  over- 
wintered at  the  San  Diego  Zoo,  from  29 
Nov-18  Feb  (TRS). 

An  American  Tree  Sparrow  in  Bishop  31 
Dec-9  Jan  Q&DP)  was  in  an  area  where  the 
species  is  rare  but  regular.  Surprisingly,  only  2 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  reported,  in  Wal- 
nut, Los  Angeles  28  Jan  (MSanM)  and  Lake 
Hodges,  San  Diego  3 Jan  (EH).  A Black- 
chinned  Sparrow  in  e.  Orange  14  Dec  (DRW) 
established  only  the  5th  winter  record  for  Or- 
ange. A Grasshopper  Sparrow  along  San  Luis 
Obispo  Cr.  18-20  Jan  (RM)  was  only  the  3rd 
to  be  found  in  winter  in  San  Luis  Obispo.  Har- 
ris’s Sparrows  were  in  Irvine  11  Dec  (WG) 
and  at  Big  Pine,  Inyo  27  Feb-9  Mar  (T&JH). 
Only  a single  Lapland  Longspur  was  reported, 
near  Calipatria  16  Dec  (MBr).  Chestnut-col- 
lareds  were  found  only  at  two  regular  winter- 
ing localities:  up  to  40  near  Santa  Ynez,  Santa 
Barbara  25-30  Dec  (WTF)  and  up  to  75  near 
Calipatria  16  Dec-2  Feb  (MBr).  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  outnumbered  Black-headeds  13  to 
5 on  the  coastal  slope;  other  Rose-breasteds 
were  at  N.E.S.S.  20  Dec-17  Jan  (CMcG)  and 
at  Panamint  Springs,  Inyo  22  Feb  (DLa).  Very 
late  Blue  Grosbeaks  were  in  Los  Angeles  at 
Long  Beach  4 Dec  (KSG)  and  at  Playa  del  Rey 


This  first-winter  male  Scarlet  Tanager,  found  on  the  lushly  planted  grounds  of  the 
San  Diego  Zoo  in  San  Diego,  San  Diego  County  on  29  November  2008,  was  still  pres- 
ent well  into  February,  as  evidenced  by  this  photograph  taken  on  18  February  2009. 
Photograph  by  Trent  ft.  Stanley. 

2-11  Dec  (DSC).  An  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting 
in  Moreno  Valley,  Riverside  7 Feb-17  Mar 
(DM)  was  likely  an  escapee. 

A male  Rusty  Blackbird  was  in  Oceanside 
27  Dec-25  Feb  (SWa);  a female  near  Calipa- 
tria 15-26  Dec  (OJ)  established  a long-antici- 
pated first  record  for  the  Salton  Sink.  The 
Common  Crackle  in  Borrego  Springs,  San 
Diego  remained  from  30  Nov  through  18  Feb 
(PJ).  A female  Bronzed  Cowbird  was  near 
Calipatria  31  Dec  (GMcC);  there  are  few  win- 
ter records  for  the  Region.  An  Orchard  Oriole 
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was  in  Carpinteria,  Santa  Barbara  25  Jan 
(DMC);  7 more  were  found  by  those  diligent- 
ly searching  urban  parks  and  residential  areas 
in  coastal  San  Diego  1 Dec-18Jan  (PEL,  MS). 
A Hooded  Oriole,  casual  in  winter  in  Kern, 
was  in  Bakersfield  12  Nov-28  Feb  and  later 
(KHL).  Three  Baltimore  Orioles  in  coastal  Los 
Angeles  30  Dec-23  Jan  were  augmented  by 
singles  on  Point  Loma  6 Jan  (PEL)  and  at  San- 
tee Lakes  11  Jan  (AW).  An  impressive  count 
of  2000  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  was 
made  sw.  of  Bishop  15  Feb  (AnK);  a flock  of 
up  to  100  at  Aspendell,  Inyo  16-22  Feb  in- 
cluded 17  littoralis  (SF,  BED)  as  well  as  a daw- 
soni  that  had  been  banded  in  May  2002  at  Tio- 
ga Pass  in  Yosemite  N.P  Black-backed  Lesser 
Goldfinches  are  reported  on  rare  occasions  in 
the  Region,  but  among  the  few  to  be  photo- 
graphically documented  was  a male  in  River- 
side 24  Dec-4  Mar  (JFG);  such  birds  may  rep- 
resent rare  plumage  variants  arising  within 
California  populations  rather  than  vagrant  or 
escaped  birds  from  the  e.  and  s.  parts  of  the 
species’  North  American  range. 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
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ki,  Madeline  Bauer  (MaB),  Mona  Baumgartel 
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Burton  (KBu),  Steve  Burk  (SBu),  David  M. 
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Luis  Obispo),  Claus  Engelhardt,  Jon  S.  Eeen- 
stra,  John  Fitch,  Sharon  Ford,  Mary  and  Nick 
Freeman  (M&NF),  Wes  T.  Fritz,  Kimball  L. 
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Gilbert,  Wayne  Gochenour,  Matt  D.  Gould, 
Stan  Gray,  John  F.  Green  (Riverside),  Jonathan 
R Gunther,  Edward  Hall,  Christine  Harvey, 
Tom  & Jo  Heindel  (Inyo),  Roger  Higson, 
Steve  N.  G.  Howell,  W.  Terry  Hunefeld,  Dar- 
rell Hutchinson,  Oscar  Johnson  (Ventura), 
Paul  Jorgensen,  Alan  King  (AlK),  Howard  B. 
King,  Andrew  Kirk  (AnK),  Peter  Knapp, 
Alexander  E.  Koonce  (San  Bernardino),  Bar- 
bara Krause,  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland,  Denise 
LaBerteaux  (DLa),  Eric  LaCoste,  Nathan 
Lang,  Kevin  G.  Larson,  Andrew  K.  Lee,  Paul 
E.  Lehman,  Nick  A.  Lethaby  Kelli  Heindel 
Levinson,  Cheryl  Lish,  Carl  G.  Lundblad,  Dee 
Lyon  (DLy),  Curtis  A.  Marantz,  Sara  B.  May- 
ers, Guy  McCaskie  (San  Diego  and  Imperial), 
Dennis  and  Kathy  McDonnell  (D&KMcD), 


Cathy  McFadden,  Chet  McGaugh,  Todd  Mc- 
Grath, Robert  McKernan,  Steve  McLaughlin, 
Jimmy  McMorran,  Robert  McNab,  Ron  Mel- 
cer,  Bob  Miller  (BMi),  Steve  G.  Morris,  Doug 
Morton,  Brennan  Mulrooney  (BMu),  Stephen 
J.  Myers,  Leo  Ohtsuki,  Jim  and  Debby  Parker 
O&DP),  Robert  T.  Patton,  David  Pereksta 
(DPe),  James  E.  Pike,  Dave  Povey  (DPo), 
David  Roine,  Jonathan  Rowley,  Martin  Ruane, 
Matt  Sadowski,  Mike  San  Miguel,  Rusty  Scalf 
(RuS),  Mark  and  Janet  Scheel  (M&JS),  Larry 
Schmahl,  Robert  Schallmann  (RoS),  Maggie 
L.  Smith,  Susan  E.  Smith,  Edie  and  Lynn 
Stafford  (E&LS),  Justyn  T.  Stahl  (San 
Clemente  L),  Trent  R.  Stanley,  Susan  L.  Steele, 
John  C.  Sterling,  Guy  Tingos,  David  Vander 
Pluym,  Stanley  Walens  (SWa),  Art  Wang, 
Douglas  R.  Willick  (Orange),  John  C.  Wilson 
(Kent),  Steve  Wolfe  (SWo),  Jim  Zimmer.  An 
additional  30±  observers  who  could  not  be  in- 
dividually acknowledged  submitted  reports; 
all  have  our  thanks. 


Guy  McCaskie,  954  Grove  Avenue 

Imperial  Beach,  California  91932,  (guymcc@pacbell.net) 
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Coverage  was  good  in  the  southern 
Cape  District  but  generally  weak 
elsewhere.  The  only  Regional  first, 
a Brown  Thrasher  near  the  U.S.  border, 
took  on  added  significance  as  we  recognize 
this  as  the  Region’s  500th  native  species  re- 
corded. Gull,  murre,  and  Cape  District  war- 
bler numbers  were  up,  but  swallow  num- 
bers were  down.  Winter  firsts  were  Willow 
Flycatcher,  Siberian  Pipit,  and  Blackpoll 
Warbler.  Cape  District  firsts  were  Dusky 
Flycatcher  and  Townsend’s  Solitaire.  Best  of 
the  remaining  rarities  were  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  and  McCown’s  Longspun 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Ross’s  Goose  near  San  Telmo  8 Dec  (AM, 
ph.  JM)  was  the  only  white  goose  seen.  Two 
male  Wood  Ducks  were  in  the  northeast,  at 
the  Mexicali  zoo  14  Nov  (KAR,  GHR),  and 
2 male  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  in  the 


northwest,  one  at  Rio  Guadalupe  estuary  7- 
14  Dec  (AM,  WF,  PAG)  and  one  at  Laguni- 
ta  El  Cipres  8-27  Feb  (EDZH,  ph.  MJB  et 
ah).  Record  duck  counts  in  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict included  750  Green- winged  Teal  at  El 
Centenario/Chametla  16  Jan  and  550  Less- 
er Scaup  at  Estero  San  Jose  11  Jan  (both 
SGM,  DI).  At  Presa  Carrizo,  near  Tecate,  a 
notable  collection  of  waterbirds  on  14  Dec 
included  120  Canvasbacks,  a Greater 
Scaup,  2 Surf  Scoters,  2 Hooded  Mer- 
gansers, and  a Common  Loon  (RAE,  PP). 
Another  inland  Greater  Scaup  was  at  Ense- 
nada’s Presa  Emilio  Lopez  Zamora  27  Nov 
(ph.  MJB,  MSB).  At  Estero  San  Jose,  unex- 
pected reports  included  a Surf  Scoter  21 
Dec  (BC),  a Common  Goldeneye  20  Mar 
(MSM,  JSF,  DSS),  and  a Western  Grebe  7 
Jan-20  Mar  (SGM  et  ah).  An  ad.  male 
White-winged  Scoter  was  photographed  at 
Bahia  de  los  Angeles  9-20  Jan  (ph.  GF,  MF). 
Tubenose  stand-outs  for  the  season  were  a 
Flesh-footed  Shearwater  s.  of  Bahia  Mag- 
dalena 12  Feb  (MJ,  PJ)  and  a Short-tailed 
Shearwater  over  the  Coronado  Canyon  22 
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As  in  much  of  Mexico,  Ring-necked  Ducks  are  regular  winter  visitors  to  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict of  Baja  California  Sur.  These  two  were  on  a small  reservoir  at  El  Oro  on  1 6 March 
2009.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 


Now  very  rare  in  the  Baja  California  Peninsula  region,  this  adult  male  White-winged 
Scoter  was  photographed  at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles,  Baja  California,  17  January  2009. 
Photograph  by  George  Flicker. 


Nov  (WTH,  JSF  et  al.).  Both  bitterns  are 
rare  at  Estero  San  Jose:  a Least  4 Mar  (MO) 
was  followed  by  an  American  17  Mar  (LD, 
MDC).  One  American  Bittern,  possibly 
more,  was  also  seen  near  Ensenada  at  La- 
gunita  El  Cipres  17  Feb  and  6 Mar  (EDZH). 
Nearby,  an  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  at  Estero 
Punta  Banda  8 Eeb  (EDZH)  was  one  of  few 
ever  seen  there. 

Away  from  their  Baja  California  Sur 
stronghold  at  Bahia  Magdalena,  ad.  Bald 
Eagles  were  found  at  Pta.  Conejo  10  Dec  (2; 
MDC)  and  Laguna  San  Ignacio  30  Jan 
(IMC,  LM).  Records  of  Broad-winged 
Hawks  in  the  s.  third  of  the  peninsula  still 
outnumber  those  of  Red-shouldered 
Hawks.  Individuals  of  the  former  were 
found  at  three  locations  s.  of  La  Paz  16-23 
Mar  (ph.  SGM,  ph.  MSM,  ph.  JSF  et  al.)  and 
an  imm.  of  the  latter  was  at  Loreto  1 Feb 
(ph.  MGs,  GR).  Also  in  the  s.  third  of  the 
peninsula,  31  Swainsons  Hawks  were  seen 
16  Jan-28  Feb  (SGM,  MO).  Harlan’s  Hawks 
were  found  in  the  s.  Mexicali  Valley  near 
Pescadores  14  Nov  (KAR)  and  near  Plan  de 
Ayala  16  Dec  (tRAE,  JJB).  There  are  two 
previous  records  from  that  area  and  one 
from  La  Paz.  The  only  other  Regional  re- 
port (near  Santo  Domingo,  BC,  21  Feb 


2004)  was  found  to  have 
involved  a Zone-tailed 
Hawk  O^rry  Liguori,  in 
litt.).  Another  subspecies 
rarely  reported  in  the  Re- 
gion was  the  Merlin  of 
subspecies  richardsoni  on 
the  Maneadero  Plain  15 
Dec  (ph.  WTH,  DWP). 
Plovers  of  note  included  a 
Pacific  Golden-Plover  at 
the  Guerrero  Negro  salt- 
works 15  Dec  (NA,  VA) 
and  Mountain  Plovers  at 
Mesa  San  Jacinto  23  Oct 
(65;  SNGH  et  al.)  and  La- 
guna Figueroa  8 Dec  (11; 
AM,  ph.  JM).  Recurvi- 
rostrid  high  counts  in  the 
La  Paz  area  were  267 
Black-necked  Stilts  20  Dec 
(DGE)  and  500  American 
Avocets  15  Mar  (SGM). 
Whimbrels  also  provided  a 
notable  concentration 
with  300  at  Bahia  Mag- 
dalena 1 Mar  (MO).  Up  to 
3 Solitary  Sandpipers  were 
at  Santiago  7-27  Mar  (LM 
et  al.)  and  one  was  at  Es- 
tero San  Jose  22  Dec  (BC). 
The  La  Paz  Ruff  was  seen 
again  12  Jan-14  Mar  (ph.  SGM,  ph.  DI). 

Only  2 Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were 
seen  off  the  extreme  n.  Pacific  coast  (9  Feb, 
4 Apr),  but  the  species  made  its  best  show- 
ing in  Baja  California  Sur  since  2000/2001. 
Singles  were  seen  s.  of  Bahia  Magdalena  12 
Feb  (PJ)  and  in  the  Gulf  of  California  at 


Pta.  Arena  de  la  Ventana  24  Feb  (SC),  but 
the  highest  numbers  were  farther  south:  6+ 
off  San  Jose  del  Cabo  18  & 24  Feb  (MGO 
and  7 off  Cabo  San  Lucas  4 Mar  (MO).  The 
most  intriguing  report  of  the  season  was  of 
a possible  Belcber’s  Gull  a few  miles  at  sea 
off  Cabo  San  Lazaro  12  Feb  (TMJ).  Unfor- 
tunately the  bird  did  not  cooperate  and 
could  not  be  studied  in  detail.  In  addition 
to  tbe  kittiwake,  several  other  gulls  were  re- 
ported in  unusual  numbers:  3500  Califor- 
nia Gulls  were  at  Estero  San  Jose  18  Mar 
(SGM),  7 Thayer’s  Gulls  were  in  the  north. 
Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were  reported 
widely  the  length  of  the  peninsula,  and 
Glaucous  Gulls  were  at  the  “Mexicali 
dump”  8 Eeb  (ph.  KAR,  DJP,  CR)  and  La- 
guna San  Ignacio  10  Feb  (PJ).  Terns  in  the 
far  south  included  up  to  7 Gull-billed  Terns 
in  the  La  Paz  area  13  Jan-15  Mar  (SGM,  DI, 
LM),  Common  Terns  at  Pta.  Arena  11  Jan 
and  El  Centenario  (2)  13  Jan  (SGM,  DI), 
and  8 Elegants  at  five  locations  from  La  Paz 
southward  22  Dec-13  Jan  (SGM,  DI,  BC). 
Back  in  the  far  north.  Common  Murres 
made  their  best  showing  in  decades,  with  2 
over  the  Coronado  Canyon  22  Nov  (WTH 
et  al.),  one  near  Ensenada  16  Dec  (tPAG, 
WF),  and  one  near  the  Is.  Los  Coronados  8 
Mar  (ph.  SNGH,  PEL  et  al.).  A concentra- 
tion of  52  Craveri’s  Murrelets  was  at  Bahia 
de  los  Angeles  4 Feh  (GF). 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

An  ad.  male  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 
was  at  San  Jose  del  Cabo  8 Jan  (tDI, 
TSGM).  Previous  Regional  records  come 
from  the  same  location  in  Mar  2005,  Sep 
2005,  (Dec  1983;  cf.  Monographs  in  Field 


C A Gray  Vireo's  status  in  the  Region  is  poorly  known,  as  it  inhabits  infrequently  visited  habitats  and  has  apparently 
JO  been  confused  with  the  more  widespread  (and  accessible)  Bell's  Vireo,  at  least  formerly.  Though  it  is  known  to 
nest  in  the  n.  mountains  and  winter  in  the  Cape  District,  further  elaboration  has  been  lacking.  Migrants  are  almost  un- 
known. Allan  Phillips  (The  Known  Birds  of  North  and  Middle  America,  Part  II,  1 991 ),  in  trademark  fashion,  dismembered 
the  literature  on  this  species,  in  particular  Cody's  suggestion  of  nesting  on  islands  in  the  Gulf  of  California  (Appendix  8.8, 
Island  Biogeography  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez,  1 983)  and  Wilbur's  characterization  of  the  species  as  "common  in  winter  in  the 
Cape  district"  (Birds  of  Baja  California,  1987).  J.  M.  Bates  (Southwestern  Naturalist  37: 252-258, 1992)  emphasized  the 
fruit  of  Elephant  Trees  (Bursera  microphylla)  in  the  winter  diet  of  the  Sonora  Desert  population  and  suggested  that  the 
species  winters  over  the  length  of  the  peninsula.  Howell  and  Webb  (Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Mexico  and  Northern  Central 
America,  1995)  and  Barlow  et  al.  (Birds  of  North  America  Online,  1999)  mapped  the  species  as  wintering  in  all  but  the 
nw.  portion  of  Baja  California  Sur.  However,  5 birds  seen  at  four  locations  this  season  matched  all  other  winter  reports  to 
us  in  being  on  the  e.  side  of  the  peninsula  between  Bahia  Concepcion  and  Los  Fraiies  or  on  one  of  the  Gulf  islands  (San- 
ta Catalina,  San  Jose,  Espiritu  Santo)  and  during  the  period  25  Oct-17  Apr.  Three  southerly  records  summarized  by  Grin- 
nell  (University  of  California  Publications  in  Zoology  32: 1-300, 1928)  were  also  on  the  e.  side  of  the  peninsula,  but  ex- 
tended north  to  se.  Baja  California  and  south  to  San  Jose  del  Cabo.  Phillips  (op.  cit.)  considered  the  n.  bird  a migrant, 
along  with  one  collected  nw.  of  San  Ignacio  on  5 Oct  1905  (USNM  197964).  We  believe  these  birds,  and  others  at 
Cataviha  (Monographs  in  Field  Ornithology  3: 223)  and  in  the  Bahia  de  los  Angeles  area  (North  American  Birds  61: 148, 
2007),  were  more  likely  wintering.  Reporting  of  all  Gray  Vireo  observations  in  the  Region  is  strongly  encouraged. 
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Red-shouldered  Hawks  are  rare,  but  increasingly  recorded, 
on  the  southern  third  of  the  Baja  California  Peninsula.  This 
juvenile  was  at  Loreto,  Baja  California  Sur  on  1 February 
2009.  Photograph  by  Manuel  Grosselet. 

Ornithology  3:  191),  and  nw.  Baja  California 
in  Sep  2003.  An  unidentified  female 
Archilochus  was  at  San  Jose  del  Cabo  7 Jan 
(SGM,  Dl).  Rufous  Hummingbirds  first  ap- 
peared at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles  4-5  Jan  and 
21  Jan  (GF,  MF).  A Red-breasted  Sapsucker 
at  Campo  Mosqueda  2-9  Mar  (ACF)  was 
one  of  few  ever  found  in  the  Colorado 
Desert  portion  of  the  Region. 

In  contrast  to  the  fall,  w.  Empidoncix 
grabbed  attention:  a Willow  Flycatcher 
singing  at  El  Oro  27  Mar  (RST)  represented 
the  first  Regional  winter  record  and  3rd 
Cape  District  record;  a Gray  Flycatcher  was 
in  the  northwest  on  the  Maneadero  Plain 
15  Dec  (PP);  a Dusky  Flycatcher  at  Mi- 
raflores  9 Jan  (TSGM,  Dl)  was  the  first  for 
the  Cape  District;  and  a Pacific-slope  Fly- 
catcher near  Plan  de  Ayala  16  Dec  (RAF, 
JJB)  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  the  Col- 
orado Desert  subregion  in  winter.  A Dusky- 
capped  Flycatcher  was  at  El  Oro  16-27  Mar 
(+SGM,  tRST  et  al).  Five  previous  Region- 
al records  are  from  the  northwest  and 
northeast  in  winter,  and  from  the  Sierra  de 
La  Laguna  in  summer.  At  least  7 Western 
Kingbirds  were  seen  at  four  locations  from 
La  Paz  southward  and  an  ad.  male  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  at  Cantamar  14  Dec  (WF, 
ph.  tPAG)  was  where  one  wintered  three 
years  earlier. 

A large  flock  of  American  Crows  near 
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Broad-winged  Hawk  records  outnumber  those  of  Red- 
shouldered Hawks  on  the  southern  third  of  the  Baja  Califor- 
nia Peninsula.  This  juvenile  was  on  the  road  to  San  Antonio 
de  la  Sierra,  Baja  California  Sur  on  23  March  2009.  Photo- 
graph by  Mike  San  Miguel. 

Colonia  Zacatecas  16  Dec  (OHH)  was  one 
of  the  highlights  of  the  inaugural  Rios 
Hardy  and  Colorado  C.B.C.  Although  the 
species  was  not  reported  from  the  Mexicali 
Valley  by  Patten  et  al.  (2001.  Monographs  in 
Field  Ornithology  3:  51),  it  was  subsequent- 
ly found  to  be  a “casual  winter  vagrant” 
there,  “usually  in  large  flocks”  (Hinojosa- 
Huerta  et  al.  2007.  Status  and  conservation 
of  birds  from  the  Rio  Colorado  to  the  Gran 
Desierto,  in  Diy  Borders,  University  of  Utah 
Press).  Far  fewer  swallows  than  usual  were 
reported  wintering  in  Baja  California 
(none)  and  the  Cape  District,  where  maxi- 
mum counts  included  one  Tree,  350  Violet- 
greens,  50  Northern  Rough-wingeds,  and 
one  Barn  (SGM  et  al.).  A Townsend’s  Soli- 
taire near  San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  23  Mar 
OSF,  ph.  OJ,  MSM,  DSS)  was  the  first  to  be 
reported  from  the  Cape  District.  More  San 
Lucas  Robins  than  usual  descended  to  the 
Cape  District  foothills,  with  lOO-r  along  the 
road  to  San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  7 Dec 
(MDC)  and  14  Jan  (SGM,  Dl),  and  2 at  El 
Oro  27  Mar  (RST).  The  Sage  Thrasher 
drought  continued;  2 at  Bahia  de  los  Ange- 
les 5 Feb  (GF,  MF)  were  the  only  ones  re- 
ported. Although  casual  anywhere  in  Mex- 
ico, the  Brown  Thrasher  was  long  antici- 
pated in  the  Region.  The  first  to  be  found 
was  at  Tecate  24  Nov-22  Dec  (ph.  JS  et  al.). 


Palearctic  pipits  were  present  for  the  5th 
consecutive  winter  with  one  Red-throated 
at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  12  Jan  (tSGM,  Dl) 
outnumbered  by  the  Region’s  first  winter 
Siberian  Pipits  (A.  r.  japonicus):  one  (possi- 
bly a tardy  migrant)  on  the  Maneadero 
Plain  15  Dec  (tPP)  and  2 at  Lagunas  de 
Chametla  12  Jan  (Dl,  tSGM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  EXOTICS 

Despite  their  modest  showing  in  fall,  war- 
blers were  well  represented  in  the  Cape 
District,  but  not  in  the  north.  All  of  the  fol- 
lowing were  seen  from  La  Paz  southward 
except  where  noted.  There  were  2 Ten- 
nessee Warblers,  plus  one  on  the 
Maneadero  Plain  15  Dec  (WF,  tPAG).  Oth- 
er Vermivora  included  4 Nashvilles,  5 
Lucy’s,  and  a Virginia’s  at  Mulege  26  Mar 
(tRST,  AS,  JG).  Among  warblers  that  win- 
ter commonly  in  the  Cape  District,  400  Or- 
ange-crowneds,  70  Yellows,  and  80 
MacGillivray’s  at  Miraflores  9-lOJan  (SGM, 
Dl)  represent  the  highest  tallies  yet.  A 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  seen  near  San 
Jose  del  Cabo  8 Jan  and  20  Mar  (ph.  tSGM, 
Dl)  and  Magnolias  were  at  Miraflores  21 
Mar  (JSF,  MSM,  DSS)  and  Estero  San  Jose 
27  Mar  QG,  AS,  RST).  Exceptional  were  2 
Yellow-throated  Warblers:  one  at  Santiago 
22  Mar  and  one  at  the  biosphere  reserve 
gate  on  the  road  to  San  Antonio  de  la  Sier- 
ra the  following  day  (both  OJ  et  al.).  A 
Palm  Warbler  at  Estero  San  Jose  11  Dec 
(TV,  MDC)  was  expected,  whereas  a Black- 
poll  Warbler  near  there  8 Jan  (tSGM,  tDI) 
was  exceptional,  as  there  are  few  winter 
records  away  from  South  America.  The 
only  Black-throated  Gray  and  Black-and- 
white  Warblers  found  in  Baja  California 
were  in  the  northeast,  near  Plan  de  Ayala  16 
Dec  OJB,  RAE)  and  near  Algodones  8 Feb 
(KAR,  DJP,  CR),  respectively.  Bucking  the 
trend,  no  American  Redstarts  were  found  in 
the  Cape  District.  An  Ovenbird  at  Miraflo- 
res 22  Mar  (tMSM)  was  the  3rd  seen  there 
in  the  last  four  winters.  We  devote  a lot  of 
attention  to  the  endemic  Belding’s  Yel- 
lowthroat,  so  it  is  worth  recalling  that  the 
Common  Yellowthroat  does  winter  com- 
monly in  the  Cape  District,  e.g.,  90  were  at 
the  estero  and  along  the  lower  Rio  San  Jose 
8-11  Jan  (SGM,  Dl).  A male  Hooded  War- 
bler was  at  Miraflores  22  Mar  OSF  et  al.). 
Four  Yellow-breasted  Chats  were  found. 

There  were  few  Summer  Tanagers,  with 
one  in  the  northwest  and  3 or  4 in  the  s. 
Cape  District.  An  ad.  Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  at  Campo  Mosqueda  16  Dec 
(RAE)  was  the  only  one  found  away  from 
the  California  District.  Although  the  ob- 
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Common  Murres  were  found  more  often  in  Mexican  waters  off  Baja  California  in  the 
1970s  and  1980s  than  subsequently.  This  bird  near  the  Islas  Los  Coronados  on  8 March 
2009  was  one  of  four  seen  this  winter,  making  this  their  best  showing  in  years. 
Photograph  by  Steve  M.  6.  Howell. 


server  considered  the  identification  tenta- 
tive, her  description  of  the  bird’s  appear- 
ance and  call  indicate  that  a McCown’s 
Longspur  was  at  Laguna  Figueroa  10  Dec 
(tAM).  The  two  previous  Regional  records 
were  not  far  to  the  south,  near  El  Socorro, 
in  Oct/Nov  2003  and  Oct  2004.  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  were  at  Tecate  5-8  Dec 
(ph.  JS),  at  Cantamar  14  Dec  (tPAG,  WF), 
and  in  the  s.  Cape  District  (at  least  three  9 
Jan-27  Mar;  ph.  SGM,  RST).  A record  85 
Blue  Grosbeaks  were  along  the  lower  Rio 
San  Jose  8 Jan  (SGM,  DI).  Another  winter, 
another  problematic  Painted  Bunting 
record — this  one  an  ad.  male  at  Estero  San 
Jose  20  Mar  (DSS,JSF,  MSM).  Although  the 
species  is  certainly  capable  of  wintering 
there,  it  is  also  common  in  captivity. 

The  Bronzed  Cowbird  was  over-repre- 
sented with  3 unseasonable  birds  near  Plan 
de  Ayala  16  Dec  (RAE,  JJB)  and  out-of- 
range  birds  at  Lagunita  El  Cipr&  6 Dec 
(AM,  ph.  JM),  Lagunas  de  Chametla  7 Dec 
(MDC),  and  San  Jose  del  Cabo  30  Mar  (ph. 
RST,  AS,  JG).  Orioles  also  showed  well, 
with  one  Orchard  in  Ensenada  15  Dec 
(tRAE)  and  at  least  2 at  Estero  San  Jose  16 
Jan-30  Mar  QM  et  ah);  a rare  winter  Hood- 
ed in  the  north  at  San  Telmo  8 Dec  (JAM); 
3 Bullock’s  in  the  northwest  and  one  in  the 
Cape  District  at  El  Centenario  15  Mar 
(SGM);  and  Baltimores  at  Miraflores  and 
Caduano  (both  9 Jan;  DI,  ph.  SGM). 

EXOTIC  SPECIES 

Twelve  Monk  Parakeets  continued  to  be 
seen  at  Guerrero  Negro,  but  2 at  Loreto  31 
Jan  (ph.  MGs)  and  3 near  Ensenada  27  Feb 
(ph.  MJB,  MSB)  were  at  new  locations.  Ac- 
cording to  Grosselet,  this  is  probably  the 
exotic  parrot  species  sold  most  often  in 


Mexico  during  the  past 
two  years,  mostly  ille- 
gally. Also,  3 Black- 
throated  Magpie-Jays 
continued  to  be  seen  at 
Punta  Banda,  7 were  at 
Miraflores  17  Mar  (ph. 
SGM),  and  one  on  the 
Rio  Colorado,  w.  of  Plan 
de  Ayala,  was  building  a 
nest  in  a cottonwood  16 
Dec  (RAE,  JJB). 
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McAndrews,  Luis  Mendoza,  Steven  G. 
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Cedar  Waxwings  were  anxiously  await- 
ed this  winter  as  one  more  test  of 
their  strange  pattern  of  showing  up  in 
Mexico  every  two  winters,  and  they  did  show 
up,  in  the  hrst  week  of  December. 

NORTHERN  MEXICO 


Northern  Mexico  was  unusually  mild  this 
winter,  with  no  frosts  and  unseasonable  max- 
imum temperatures  in  the  90s  Fahrenheit  for 
the  last  two  weeks  of  February. 

DUCKS  THROUGH  DOVES 

A Brant  was  at  Aticama,  Nay.  26  Feb  (SH,  ph. 
JH).  Fairly  high  numbers  of  Ross's  Geese  at 
Laguna  Fierro,  Chih.  31  Dec  comprised 
around  5000  white  and  50  blue  morphs — a 
very  high  count  of  the  latter  (DJK,  DM).  Two 
Wood  Ducks  in  the  riparian  area  to  the  s.  of 
Casa  de  Janos,  Chih.  2 Jan  were  considered 
very  unusual  for  that  area  (DJK,  CE).  Two 
were  flushed  from  Rio  Piedras  "Verdes  nw.  of 
Colonia  Juarez  3 Jan  (DM,  DJK),  and  2 males 
were  just  n.  of  San  Bias,  Nay.  3 Dec  (CR,  KR). 
At  least  50  Gadwalls,  a female  Common 
Goldeneye,  and  4 Common  Mergansers  were 
at  Laguna  Fierro  31  Dec  (DJK,  DM).  Two 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  in  the  harbor  and  one 
in  the  sewage  lagoons  at  Puerto  Pefiasco  20 
Dec  (RH,  WR).  A Wild  Turkey  was  on  the  La 
Cuarenta  rd..  Nay.  13  Dec  (MC  et  ah). 

A Great  Egret  and  a juv.  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  were  at  Laguna  Eierro,  Chih.  31 
Dec  (DJK,  DM).  On  the  Ejido  San  Pedro 
C.B.C.,  Chih.,  121  Black  and  251  Turkey  Vul- 
tures were  recorded  2 Jan,  representing  re- 
spectively the  highest  and  the  2nd  highest  to- 
tals (DJK,  CE  et  al.).  Four  Harris’s  Hawks 
were  recorded  between  Janos,  Chih.  and  Nue- 
vo Casas  Grandes,  Chih.  30  Dec  (DM,  DJK). 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  seen  on  the 


Nazas  R.  at  the  Canon  de  Fernandez  S.P,  Dgo. 
14  Dec  and  11  Jan  (MRLL,  WB,  ph.  FVP)  and 
downriver  at  La  Isla  8 Feb;  this  is  the  4th  con- 
secutive winter  the  species  has  visited  the 
area.  Furnishing  a first  winter  record,  a Gray 
Hawk  was  observed  in  Canon  de  Fernandez 
S.P.  14  Dec  (MRLL,  "WB,  FVP);  Gray  Hawks 
have  been  recorded  before  as  summer  resi- 
dents. Again  this  winter,  a juv.  Black  Hawk- 
Eagle  was  at  Tecuitata  near  La  Bajada,  Nay.  28 
Feb  (SH,  ph.  JH,  ph.  MS).  An  imm.  Purple 


Gallinule  was  s.  of  Escuinapa,  Sin.  14  Dec,  as 
were  an  ad.  and  2 imm.  Northern  Jaganas 
(MC  et  al.).  A Willet  was  discovered  1 Eeb  at 
the  Gomez  Palacio  W.T.P.,  Dgo.  (MRLL,  ph. 
EVP).  A Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at  La  Pesca 
4 Dec  was  lingering  well  past  its  nor- 
mal fall  date  (MLPR).  A Red  Phalarope 
was  in  the  Puerto  Penasco  harbor  20 
Dec  (RH,  WR).  With  only  a handful  of 
records  for  Tamaulipas,  an  ad.  Thayer’s 
Gull  at  La  Pesca  4 Dec  was  a good  hnd 
(MLPR).  A first-cycle  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  was  at  San  Bias  27  Eeb  (SH, 
ph.  JH).  Eour  Bonaparte’s  and  35+ 
Ring-billed  Gulls  were  at  Laguna  Fier- 
ro, Chih.  31  Dec  (DM,  DJK).  Two 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  at 
Rosario,  Sin.  15  Dec  (MC  et  al.)  and 
Torreon,  Coah.  30  Dec  (EVP),  respec- 
tively. A Ruddy  Ground-Dove  was  at 
Puerto  Penasco  20  Dec  (RH,  WR).  A Com- 
mon Ground-Dove  was  at  the  s.  end  of  Lagu- 
na Fierro  31  Dec  (DM,  DJK),  and  2 were  s.  of 
Casa  de  Janos,  Chih.  2 Jan  (DJK,  CE). 

OWLS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A hrst  record  for  Nayarit,  a Black-and-white 
Owl  was  at  La  Bajada  26  (SH,  ph.  JS)  & 27 
Eeb  (ph.  MS).  A potential  hrst  state  record,  a 
Colima  Pygmy-Owl  was  between  Tubares  and 
Piedras  Verdes,  Chih.  7 Dec  (ph.  MW,  BW).  A 
total  of  12  Long-eared  Owls  was  recorded  at 
“El  Bosque”  at  Rancho  El  Uno  to  the  w.  of  Eji- 
do San  Pedro  3 Jan,  and  up  to  2 Short-eared 


Owls  were  in  the  helds  near  Rancho  El  Uno 
31  Dec-2  Jan  (m.ob.).  Seven  White-throated 
Swifts  were  recorded  in  the  canyon  to  the  s. 
of  Casa  de  Janos  2 Jan  (DJK,  CE).  An  Eared 
Poorwill  was  seen  and  another  heard  12  Dec 
on  the  La  Cuarenta  rd..  Nay,  suggesting  resi- 
dent status  there  (MC  et  al).  Single  Oliva- 
ceous Woodcreepers  were  heard  several  times 
and  seen  briefly  3 Dec  near  Cola  de  Caballo, 
Coah.,  potentially  a hrst  state  record  (MLPR), 
and  13  Dec  on  the  La  Cuarenta  rd.,  Nay.  (MC 
et  al).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at  the  Puerto 
Penasco  sewage  lagoons  19  & 20  Dec  (RH, 
WR).  The  unprecedented  total  of  31  House 
Wrens  on  the  2 Jan  Ejido  San  Pedro  C.B.C.  in- 
cluded several  Brown-throateds.  A Winter 
Wren  was  found  near  the  dam  in  the  dense  ri- 
parian habitat  to  the  s.  of  Casa  de  Janos  2 Jan 
(DJK,  CE).  A Spotted  Wren  was  found  near 
Zaragoza,  N.L.  14  Dec  (ph.  RV).  Single  Gold- 
en Vireo,  Orange-billed  Nightingale-Thrush, 
and  White-throated  Thrush  were  seen  8 & 9 
Dec  near  Urique,  Chih.  (ph.  MW,  BW).  A 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet  was  at  La  Estanzuela 
Park  near  Monterrey,  N.L.  4 Jan  (ph.  RV).  Eu- 
ropean Starling  continues  to  move  southward 
along  the  Pacific  coastal  plain;  14  were  seen  at 
Escuinapa,  Sin.  12  Dec  (MC  et  al).  Another 
probable  first  state  record,  a Grace’s  Warbler 
was  seen  2 Dec  above  San  Antonio  de  las 
Alanzas,  Coah.  (MLPR).  A male  Hooded  Yel- 
lowthroat  and  several  small  flocks  of  Pine 


Siskins  were  near  San  Antonio  de  las 
Alazanas,  Coah.  2 Dec  (MLPR).  An  imm. 
Canada  Warbler  was  at  La  Bajada,  Nay.  14  Dec 
(MC  et  al).  A Painted  Redstart  was  seen  in  an 
irrigation  ditch  in  Bosque  Venustiano  Carran- 
za, an  urban  park  in  Torreon,  Coah.  8 Eeb,  a 
first  for  the  area  (EVP).  A pair  of  Rosy 
Thrush-Tanagers  was  seen  n.  of  Mazatlan  12 
Dec  (MC  et  al).  A Spotted  Towhee  was  at 
Puerto  Penasco  and  a Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
was  nearby  at  the  sewage  lagoons,  both  19 
Dec  (WH,  WR).  Worthen’s  Sparrows  were 
flocking  with  Western  Bluebirds  in  the  typical 
location  near  Tanque  de  Emergencia,  Coah.  1 


One  of  several  new  Oaxaca  records  from  this  winter  season,  this  Brant 
was  at  Laguna  Manialtepec  5 January  2009.  Photograph  by  Chris  Benesh. 
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One  or  two  Manx  Shearwaters  were  found  among  a record-breaking  1 2,000 
to  15,000  Galapagos  Shearwaters  and  300-500  Black-vented  Shearwaters  off 
Puerto  Angel,  Oaxaca,  14-18  (here  17)  December  2008.  This  is  the  first  photo- 
graphically documented  Manx  for  Mexico  (the  only  previous  record  was  a bird 
seen  from  shore  off  Baja  California).  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Dec  (MLPR).  A Reci  Fox  Sparrow  and  2-3 
White-throated  Sparrows  were  to  s.  of  Casa 
de  Janos  within  the  riparian  area  1-2  Jan  (MH 
et  al,  DjK,  CE).  A Swamp  Sparrow  was  at  the 
Mazatlan  airport  ponds,  Sin.  4 Dec  (CR,  KR). 
A Bronzed  Cowbird  and  a male  Rusty  Black- 
bird were  discovered  at  the  Puerto  Penasco 
landfill  19  Dec  (RH.  WR).  At  least  5000 
Great-tailed  Crackles  and  500  Brown-headed 
Cowbirds  were  at  their  evening  roost  in  Nue- 
vo Casas  Grandes  30  Dec  (DJK,  DM).  Two 
American  Goldfinches  were  heard  flying 
overhead  at  Laguna  Fierro  31  Dec  (DJK). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
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Krueper,  Dave  Mehlman,  Maria  del  Refugio 
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CENTRAL  MEXICO 


LOONS THROUGH  TOUCANS 

A Common  Loon  was  at  Laguna  Miradores, 
Ver.  26  Dec  (ARS,  ph.  RARH,  AAS).  Three 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons  were  noted 
roosting  in  a Montezuma  Bald-cypress  above 
the  artificial  lake  in  Fuentes  Brotantes,  D.F  17 
Dec  (MPV,  HGdS,  LASG),  where  up  to  8 are 
said  to  be  found  throughout  the  year  (Con- 


stantino Macias).  A Hook-billed 
Kite  continues  at  the  Jardin 
Botanico  del  Pedregal,  D.F,  seen 
there  13  Feb  (GdO).  A female  or 
juv.  Hook-billed  Kite  was  near 
Trabajo  Social,  Ciudad  Universi- 
taria,  D.F  5 Feb  (HGdS,  MPV).  At 
least  3 Snail  Kites  were  present  1- 
13  Feb  at  Laguna  del  Tule, 
Melaque,Jal.  (MH,  DW,  EIE,  ESC, 
SCM,  SHV),  An  ad.  Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  in  Chapultepec  Segun- 
da  Seccion,  D.F.  7 Jan  (LMG, 
HGdS,  ph.  MG,  MPV).  A Harris’s 
Hawk  was  at  Parque  Ecologico 
Xochimilco,  D.F.  17  Jan 
(HGdS,  MPV). 

Two  apparent  Spotted 
Rails  were  heard  calling  13 
Feb  at  Laguna  del  Tule, 

Melaque,  Jal.  (MH).  A Limp- 
kin  was  observed  1 Feb  in 
marshy  agricultural  fields  at 
Laguna  del  Rosario,  Ejido 
Modelo,  Jal.  (MH,  DW,  EIE, 

ESC,  SCM),  and  another  was 
noted  at  Laguna  del  Tule, 

Melaque,  Jal.  12  Feb  (MH, 

SHV).  A Semipalmated  Sand- 
piper was  at  Minatitlan,  Ver. 

15  Jan  (ph.  MG).  A flock  of 
ca.  30  Green  Parakeets  was  at 
Kolijke,  Pue.  31  Jan  (RdME, 

HGdS,  MPV).  A Stygian  Owl 
responded  to  playback  at  Las 
Joyas  Scientific  Station  above 
Autlan,  Jal.  12  Feb  (MH).  Three  Spot-tailed 
Nightjars  were  heard  19  Feb  and  8 were  heard 
20  Feb  near  Minatitlan,  Ver.;  this  species  was 
thought  to  be  absent  from  Mexico  until  the 


spring  season  (ph.  MG).  An  Emerald  Tou- 
canet  was  at  350  m above  sea  level  at  Kolijke, 
Pue.  31  Jan  (HGdS,  MPV,  RdME). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
BLACKBIRDS 

At  least  one  Pine  Flycatcher  was  at  La  Cima, 
D.F  17  Dec  (HGdS,  LASG,  MPV,  AOI).  A 


Hammond’s  Flycatcher  and  a Greater  Pewee 
were  at  350  m elev.  at  Kolijke,  Pue.  31  & 30 
Jan,  respectively  (HGdS,  MPV,  RdME).  A 
Western  Kingbird  was  seen  in  Bosque  de 
Aragon  7 Dec  (HGdS,  MPV);  this  species  is 
rarely  recorded  in  the  D.E  A Tropical  King- 
bird was  at  Parque  Ecologico  Xocbimilco  17 
Jan  (HGdS,  MPV).  At  least  11  Russet  Nightin- 
gale-Thrushes at  La  Cima  17  Dec  was  a veri- 
table bonanza  (HGdS,  LASG,  MPV,  AOI).  At 
least  5 Slate-colored  Solitaires  and  2 Canyon 
Wrens  were  at  Kolijke,  Pue.  31  Jan  (HGdS, 
MPV).  A Happy  Wren  was  heard  at  Temascal- 
tepec,  Mex.  3 Jan  (HGdS,  MG,  MPV).  A Blue 
Mockingbird  was  heard  at  La  Cima  17  Dec 


(HGdS,  MPV,  LASG,  AOI).  Twelve  European 
Starlings  at  Parres,  D.E  17  Dec  and  20-30 
along  Avenida  Las  Torres  in  Toluca,  Mex.  3 
Jan  (HGdS)  were  high  counts;  several  were 
near  Metro  Universidad,  D.E  17  Jan  (HGdS) 
and  2 at  the  Tejocotes  toll  booth  at  San  Alejo, 
Hgo.  31  Jan  (HGdS,  MPV).  A Northern  Paru- 
la  and  an  American  Redstart  were  at  Parque 
Ecologico  Xochimilco  17  Jan  (HGdS,  MPV). 
A Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was  at 
Temascaltepec,  Mex.  3 Jan  (HGdS,  MG).  An- 
other Western  Palm  Warbler  was  near  Minati- 
tlan, Ver.  18  Feb  (ph.  MG).  A Slate-throated 
Redstart  was  near  the  Instituto  de  Fcologia 
UNAM,  D.F  5 Feb  (HGdS,  MPV).  A Red  War- 
bler was  in  eucalyptus  savanna  in  Chapulte- 
pec Tercera  Seccion,  D.F  19  Jan  (MPV,  MG, 
HGdS).  A Red-legged  Honeycreeper  in  Cha- 
pultepec Tercera  Seccion  19  Jan  (HGdS, 
MPV)  was  possibly  an  escaped  cage  bird;  a fe- 
male Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  there  19 
Jan  (HGdS,  MG,  MPV).  At  least  one  White- 
winged Tanager  and  a few  Common  Bush- 
Tanagers  were  at  Kolijke,  Pue.  31  Jan  (HGdS, 
MPV),  and  a Chestnut-capped  Brush-Finch 


Apparently  a first  documented  state  record  for  Oaxaca,  Mexico,  this  Sooty  Shear- 
water was  off  Puerto  Angel  18  December  2008  (Galapagos  Shearwater  in  the  back- 
ground). Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 
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This  image  captures  a very  smail  portion  of  a spectacular  aggregation  of  30,000  to 
50,000  Black  Terns  off  Puerto  Angel,  Oaxaca,  Mexico,  14-18  (here  16)  December  2008. 
Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


was  at  an  antswarm  there  the  same  day 
(HGdS).  Two  Hooded  Orioles  were  at  Ciudad 
Universitaria,  D.F.  17  Dec  (MPV,  LASG, 
HGdS). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Alejandro  Amione  Silva.  Sarahy  Contreras 
Martinez,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Manuel 
Grosselet,  Michael  G.  Harvey,  Salvador 
Hernandez  Vasquez,  Eduardo  Inigo  Elias, 
Roberto  de  la  Maza  Elvira,  Liliana  Montanez 
Godoy  Adan  Oliveras  de  Ita,  Gerardo  del 
Olmo,  Monica  Perez  Villafana,  Rafael  A.  Rue- 
da  Hernandez,  Angelina  Ruiz  Sanchez,  Luis 
Antonio  Sanchez  Gonzalez,  Eduardo  Santana 
Castellon,  David  Winkler. 

Corrigendum:  The  putative  Harlans  Hawk  in 
Aquiles  Serdan  W.T.P.,  Jal.  mentioned  in 
North  American  Birds  60:  291  was  in  fact  a 
cahtrus  Red-tailed  Hawk.  Thanks  to  Marshall 
J.  Iliff  for  making  this  correction. 

SOUTHERN  MEXICO 


DUCKS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

A Brant  was  at  Laguna  Manialtepec,  Oax.  5 
Jan,  a first  record  for  Oaxaca  (ph.  CBe,  MM, 
DP).  A female  Ring-necked  Duck  was  at  the 
Presa  de  Tcotitlan,  Oax.  25  Feb  (COA,  JM). 
Another  new  state  record,  a Manx  Shearwa- 
ter was  discovered  17  Dec  off  Puerto  Angel 
(ph.  SNGH).  Five  Blue-footed  Boobies  were 
near  the  beach  at  Ixtapa,  Gro.  11  Feb  (HGdS, 


MPV,  MG).  A single 
Brown  Pelican  was  flying 
down  Rio  Lacantiin  at  the 
Guacamayas  Resort, 
Chis.  16  Jan  (BS,  CO). 
Single  Little  Blue  and  Tri- 
colored Herons  were  at 
Miahuatlan,  Oax.  25  Feb 
QF).  An  ad.  and  an  imm. 
Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  were  on  Rio  Sen- 
tales,  off  Rio  Lacantiin, 
Chis.  16  Jan.  (MC  et  al). 
Three  ad.  King  Vultures 
were  near  Nueva  Dehli, 
Gro.  13  Feb  (MG, 
HGdS).  Single  ad.  Soli- 
tary Eagles  were  seen  20 
Feb  above  Limonar  camp,  Chis.  (MC  et  al.) 
and  27  Feb  near  Finca  San  Jose  del  Padfico, 
Oax.  (COA,  JM).  A territorial  ad.  Black-and- 
white  Hawk-Eagle  was  seen  1 & 4 Feb  near 
Finca  Prusia  (AM,  ph.  JM).  A Merlin  was  at 
San  Andres  Huayapan  Res.  22  Dec  (JF).  A 
Collared  Plover,  2 Semipahnated  Plovers,  and 
6 Laughing  Gulls  were  on  a sandbar  on  the 
Usumacinta  R.  between  Frontera  Corozal  and 
Yaxchilan,  Chis.  17  Jan  (MC  et  al). 

A juv.  White-tipped  Dove  was  mist-netted 
at  Ixtapa  at  the  early  date  of  11  Feb  (MG, 
HGdS,  MPV).  At  least  two  pairs  of  Monk 
Parakeets  were  seen  13  Dec  in  Oaxaca  City 
(RG,  JF);  while  the  species  has  been  reported 
in  other  parts  of  Oaxaca,  it  has  not  been  con- 
firmed as  a breeder  there.  At  least  4 Great 
Swallow-tailed  Swifts  flew  over  the  Santo 
Domingo  botanical  garden,  Oax.  21  Dec 
(MPV,  HGdS).  A male  Blue-throated  Golden- 
tail  was  discovered  in  the  coffee  hnca  above 
Paval,  Chis.  20  Feb  (ph.  CBl,  ph.  MT,  MC  et 
al).  An  Amethyst-throated  and  a Bumblebee 
Hummingbird  were  at  Arroyo  Jilguero  above 


Teotitlan  del  Valle,  Oax.  24  Dec,  and  one  of 
each  was  at  La  Cumbre  east,  Oax.  25  Dec 
(HGdS,  MPV).  Slender  Sheartails  at  the 
Canon  Sumidero  visitor  center  this  winter  in- 
clude a male  and  a female  seen  31  Jan  (AM, 
ph.  JM)  and  a male  14  Feb  (MC  et  al).  A fe- 
male Archilochus  that  appeared  to  be  Black- 
chinned  was  at  La  Cumbre  west,  Oax.  27  Dec 
(HGdS).  Of  the  8-10  Wine-throated  Hum- 


mingbirds recorded  at  El  Triunfo  in  mid-Feb, 
at  least  5 were  males  (MC  et  al). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Western  Wood-Pewee  at  Playa  Zipolite  17 
Dec  was  a first  confirmed  winter  record  for 
Mexico  (ph.  SNGH).  A presumed  male 
Speckled  Mourner  responded  to  playback  14 
Jan  at  Bonampak  (MC  et  al).  A hrst  record  for 
Mexico,  a male  White-winged  Becard  was 
discovered  15  Jan  near  Ejido  San  Lazaro, 
Chis.  (PS,  ph.  FS,  MC,  ph.  DS).  Single  male 
Lovely  Cotingas  were  seen  13  Jan  at  Bonam- 


A new  state  record  and  well  distant  from  its  known  range,  a 
Black-and-white  Owl  was  discovered  at  La  Bajada,  Nayarit, 
Mexico  26  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Mark  Stackhouse. 


pak  and  15  Jan  at  Lacanja  Village  (MC  et  al). 

An  ad.  male  Long-tailed  Manakin  was  record- 
ed 15  Feb  between  Jaltenango  and  Finca  Pru- 
sia (MC  et  al).  Black-capped  Swallows  were 
numerous  and  appeared  to  be  migrating  in 
mid-Feb  in  Chiapas:  about  50  in  one  flock 
over  San  Cristobal  13  Feb,  lO-i-  over  Cerro 
Huitepec  13  Feb,  50+  near  Finca  Prusia  on  15 
Feb,  10+  over  El  Triunfo  on  16  Feb,  20+  on 
the  Palo  Gordo  Trail  on  17  Feb,  and  75+  at  the 
Pacihe  crest  summit  on  the  Canada  Honda 
Trail  on  18  Feb  (MC  et  al). 

A Wood  Thrush  at  the  Palo  Gordo  lookout 
at  El  Triunfo  2 Feb  was  well  above  normal  ele-  jj 
vation  (AM,  JM),  and  another  at  Finca  El  Paci- 
hco,  Oax.  25  Feb  furnished  the  2nd  winter 

record  for  the  Sierra  Madre  del  Sur  0?)-  A ' 

group  of  at  least  15  Aztec  Thrushes  was  near 
Carrizal  de  Bravo,  D.F  13  Feb  (MG,  HGdS, 
MPV).  A male  Blue-winged  Warbler  was  at  '■ 
Monte  Alban  22  Feb  (COA,  JM).  A Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  was  between  Jaltenango  and  - 
Finca  Prusia  15  Feb  (MC  et  al).  Four  Pink-  ■= 

headed  Warblers  were  on  the  Dos  Lagunas  rd.  lii 

near  San  Cristobal  13  Feb  (MC  et  al).  A Rose- 
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breasted  was  among  a group  of  Black-headed 
Grosbeaks  at  Arroyo  Guacamaya,  Oax.  22  Dec 
(HGdS,  MPV).  Up  to  3 Spotted  Towhees  were 
at  Sanjose  del  Paci'fico,  Oax.  11  Feb  (AM,  JM). 
A male  Hooded  Oriole  ca.  18  km  n.  of  La 
Soledad,  Oax.  10  Feb  was  well  above  normal 
elevation  (AM,  JM).  A pair  of  Hooded  Gros- 
beaks was  on  the  edge  of  the  El  Triunfo  mead- 
ow 2 Feb  (AM,  ph.  JM)  and  17  Feb  (MC  et  al). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Chris  Benesh,  Clyde  Blum,  Michael  Carmody, 
Club  de  Observadores  de  Aves,  Rosa  Elena 
Garcia,  John  Eorcey,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva, 
Manuel  Grosselet,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell, 
Michael  Malone,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge 
Montejo,  Connie  Osbeck,  Dave  Pearson, 
Monica  Perez  Villafana,  David  Salas,  Prank 
Stermitz,  Pat  Stermitz,  Brooke  Stevens, 
Michael  Todd. 

YUCATAN  PENINSULA 


Two  new  species  for  the  state  of  Yucatan  and 
the  peninsula  were  added  this  season  as  a re- 
sult of  video-confirmed  records  of  a Western 
Kingbird  and  a Song  Sparrow.  In  addition, 
two  more  species  were  added  to  the  Yucatan 
state  list:  Chestnut-colored  Woodpecker,  con- 
firmed by  audiotape,  and  Thrush-like  Schif- 
fornis,  whose  distinctive  vocalizations  were 
heard  but  not  recorded. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  ponds  at  Rancho  San  Prancisco  s.  of  El 
Cuyo  produced  3 Ring-necked  Ducks  14  Dec 
(GH,  AR,  MM,  ER,  MT).  A female  Hooded 
Merganser  was  spotted  10  km  w.  of  the  Ce- 
lestun  pier  13  Dec  (AD),  while  two  pairs  of 
Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  seen  together  in 
salt  ponds  near  Las  Coloradas  in  mid-Dec 
(GH).  An  uncommon  Crested  Guan  was  spot- 
ted in  the  trees  near  the  Monos  waterhole  4 km 
s.  of  Celestun  17  Dec  (BM).  Ocellated  Turkey 
is  being  reported  more  often,  including  2 fe- 
males at  Punta  Laguna  5 Dec  (DS,  RT);  a lone 
male  was  observed  as  it  fed  in  high  grass  along 
a dirt  road  at  Rancho  Xocempich,  n.  of  the  toll 


road  turn-off  for  Chichen  Itza  13  Jan  (BM). 

A Least  Bittern  was  seen  in  L.  Coba  4 Dec, 
a location  where  it  is  usually  found  (RT);  an- 
other probably  resident  bird  was  in  reeds  at 
Rancho  San  Francisco  s.  of  El  Cuyo  14  Dec 
(GH,  BM,  MT).  A Gray-headed  Kite  was  seen 
on  a road  near  Rancho  San  Salvador,  Rio  La- 
gartos  15  Dec  (BM,  MM,  DN),  and  3 were  au- 
dio-recorded calling  to  each  other  30  Dec  on 
the  road  leading  to  San  Felipe  de  Bacalar  in  s. 
Q.  Roo  (v.r.  BM).  One  of  the  largest  birds  in 
the  subregion,  a Black  Hawk-Eagle  was  ob- 
served along  the  Vigia  Chico  rd.  in  the  Sian 
Ka'an  Biosphere  Reserve  16  Dec  (DS,  RT)  and 
again  in  the  same  area  7 Jan  (BP,  MP). 

A Double-striped  Thick-Knee  was  reported 
at  an  aguada  in  the  Caobas  Ejido,  s.  Q.  Roo  27 
Dec  (AS);  the  species  is  still  unconfirmed  in 
the  state  of  Quintana  Roo.  Large  flocks  of 
shorebirds  reported  along  the  Yucatan  coast  in 
Dec  and  Jan  were  unusual  for  these  months. 
Black-bellied  Plover  is  normally  scarce  during 


the  winter  months,  but  40  were  together  at 
Rib  Lagartos  15  Dec  (BM,  MM,  DN);  and  135 
Wilsons  Plovers,  a very  high  number,  were  at 
Celestun  17  Dec  (AD,  BM,  MT),  possibly  indi- 
cating migration.  A flock  of  80  Semipalmated 
Plovers  was  on  a sandbar  at  Rib  Lagartos  15 
Dec,  along  with  3 Piping  Plovers  (BM,  MM, 
DN);  on  the  previous  day,  there  had  been  5 
Pipings  there,  one  of  which  had  a green  non- 
numbered  band  (GH).  Both  the  500  Black- 
necked Stilts  and  200  American  Avocets  re- 
ported in  the  coastal  lagoons  behind  Chixchu- 
lub  1 1 Jan  were  definitely  all  migrants,  as  res- 
ident stilts  are  never  found  in  such  numbers 
(WDK,  BP,  MP).  Also  on  15  Dec,  44  Marbled 
Godwits  were  at  Rib  Lagartos  (BM,  MM,  DN). 
At  Celestun,  a flock  of  170  Western  Sand- 
pipers was  seen  17  Dec  (AD,  BM,  MT);  and  as 
many  as  300  Least  Sandpipers  were  at  Chix- 
chulub  11  Jan  (WDK,  BP,  MP). 

An  imm.  Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  at  the 
pier  at  Puerto  Morelos,  Q.  Roo  26  Feb  (PAB). 
The  now  famous  Gray  Gull  was  still  at  Ce- 
lestun during  the  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (AD,  BM,  RM, 
AM)  and  photographed  again  13  Feb  (ph.  AD), 


This  Colima  Pygmy-Owl  found  between  Tubares  and  Piedras 
Verdes,  Chihuahua,  Mexico  7 December  2008  apparently 
represents  a first  state  record.  Photograph  by  Mark  Watson. 

a year  after  it  was  first  discovered.  A Franklin’s 
Gull  was  photographed  17  Jan  at  Celestun, 
making  the  first  confirmed  winter  record  in  the 
subregion  (ph.  AEM,  JM).  Herring  Gulls  show 
up  every  winter,  but  40  in  a flock  at  Las  Col- 
oradas 14  Dec  was  unusual  (BM).  A total  of  20 
Gull-billed  Terns  was  seen  at  Chixchulub  on 
the  n.  coast  11  Jan,  the  largest  number  of  this 
uncommon  winter  resident  ever  reported  for 
the  subregion  (WDK,  BP,  MP).  A single 
Forster's  Tern  was  resting  on  a sandbar  at 
Chabihau  8 Feb  (BM,  RM,  AM);  this  location 
is  a favorite  for  this  uncommon  but  regular  mi- 
grant to  the  n.  coast  of  the  peninsula. 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  SCHIFFORNIS 

A nice  surprise  during  the  C.B.C.  at  Rib  La- 
gartos 15  Dec  was  a juv.  Pheasant  Cuckoo 
perched  along  the  Peten  Tucha  trail  (MM, 
DN),  while  the  San  Simon  rd.  behind  Uxmal 
produced  a Guatemalan  Screech-Owl  10  Dec 
(DS,  RT),  formerly  Vermiculated  Screech- 
Owl.  A female  Collared  Trogon  on  the  Sacbo 
rd.  behind  El  Cuyo  14  Dec  was  just  the  2nd 
report  of  the  species  in  the  area  (GH,  BM, 
MM,  MT).  Another  nice  surprise  was  to  find 
a White-collared  Puffbird  perched  in  a ce- 
cropia  along  a dirt  road  in  the  Caobas  Ejido 


This  male  White-winged  Becard  was  photographed  near 
Ejido  San  Lazaro,  Chiapas  on  15  January  2009,  providing  the 
first  firm  record  for  Mexico.  Photograph  by  Frank  Stermitz. 


333 


VOLUME  63  (2009)  • NUMBER  2 


MEXICO 


The  Friends  of 
North  American  Birds 

SUPPORT  THE  FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT  OF 
NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS, 
THE  ABA’S  JOURNAL  OF 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  RECORD 

Since  its  inception,  the 
fund  has  allowed  for  many 
improvements  to  the  jour- 
nal's look  and  feel.  The 
journal  is  now  mailed  in  a 
protective  wrapper  to 
insure  its  delivery  in  one 
piece.  The  content  has 
benefited  from  an  increase 
in  page  count  which  has 
allowed  for  additional  arti- 
cles with  even  more 
detailed  analysis.  The 
amount  of  color  pages  has 
increased  which  has 
allowed  for  expanded 
Pictorial  Highlights  and  an 
occasional  Photo  Salon. 

All  of  this  has  been 
made  possible 
with  your  generous 
contributions. 

There  are  more  plans  in  the 
works  for  future  issues  but 
the  fund  does  need  your 
continued  support.  To 
become  a “Friend  of  NAB”, 
simply  donate  $50  or 
more.  Each  "Friend  of 
NAB"  will  be  recognized 
annually  in  the  first  issue  of 
each  volume  of  North 
American  Birds. 

Send  donations  to: 

The  Friends  of  NAB,  ABA, 
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This  Western  Kingbird  discovered  25  December  2008  at  the 
Oxkutzcab  dump  in  southern  Yucatan  state  was  a new 
record  for  the  Yucatan  Peninsula.  Video  still  by  Keith  Hansen. 


on  the  road  to  Tomas  Garrido,  s.  Q.  Roo  27 
Dec  (BM,  AS).  A Chestnut-colored  Wood- 
pecker was  heard  and  audio-recorded  2 Jan 
along  the  unpaved  road  between  Sudzal 
Chico  and  Nohojal,  s.  Yuc.  (v.r.  BM);  this  rep- 
resents a first  report  for  the  state  of  Yucatan. 

A difficult-to-find  Sepia-capped  Flycatcher 
was  observed  amid  the  thick  vegetation  in  the 
Caobas  Ejido,  s.  Q.  Roo  27  Dec  (BM),  and  sev- 
eral Royal  Flycatchers  were  both  heard  and 
seen  2 Jan  along  the  unpaved  road  between 
Sudzal  Chico  and  Nohojal  in  s.  Yuc.  (BM,  RM, 
AM).  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  have  been  re- 
ported for  several  consecutive  years  by  Luis 
Ku  near  Puerto  Morelos,  and  at  last  a bird  was 
photographed  14  Nov  2008  in  Central  Vallar- 
ta,  Q.  Roo  (ph.  RWB,  LK).  (This  species  was 
reported  in  Coba  in  the  fall  migration  season- 
al report  as  well.)  A rare  Eastern  Phoebe  was 
found  in  Muyil,  Sian  Ka’an  Biosphere  Reserve 
22  Jan  (DB,  GT).  A Western  Kingbird  was 
videotaped  25  Dec  at  the  Oxkutzcab  dump, 
providing  a new  species  for  Yucatan  state  (vt. 
KH);  previously  it  was  on  the  hypothetical  list 
for  Celestiin.  A single  Scissor- tailed  Flycatch- 
er was  seen  9 Jan  near  Dzibanche,  s.  Q.  Roo 
(LT).  Another  new  species  for  Yucatan  state 
was  a Thrush-like  Schiffornis  heard  singing  2 
Jan  along  the  unpaved  road  between  Sudzal 
Chico  and  Nohojal,  s.  Yuc.  (BM,  AM). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  uncommon  Blue-headed  Vireo  was  reported 
w.  of  Escarcega  11  Jan  (MC  et  al).  A Yellow- 
green  Vireo  at  Calakmul  13  Dec  was  of  interest: 
the  species  usually  departs  the  subregion  in 
Nov  (DS,  RT).  Also  at  Calakmul  13  Dec,  a Ru- 
fous-browed  Peppershrike  furnished  a 2nd  re- 
port of  the  species  in  this  part  of  the  peninsula 
(DS,  RT).  Early  migrating  Tree  Swallows  were 
noted  this  season,  with  20  at  Rancho  San  Sal- 
vador 15  Dec  (BM,  MM,  DN)  and  41  at  Ce- 
lestun  17  Dec  (AD,  BM,  RM,  AM,  MT);  they 
normally  migrate  through  the  subregion  in 
Feb.  Three  Barn  Swallows  were  also  passing 
through  Celestun  17  Dec  (BM,  MT).  A pair  of 


Tropical  Gnatcatchers,  not  usually  found  in  Yu- 
catan, was  photographed  and  taped  2 Jan  along 
the  unpaved  road  between  Sudzal  Chico  and 
Nohojal,  s.  Yuc.  (v.r.  BM,  RM,  AM). 

Single  Black  Catbirds,  a scarce  and  local 
resident,  were  noted  in  dense  underbrush  in 
front  of  Hacienda  Tixnuc,  near  Samahil,  Yuc. 
26  Jan  (BM),  10  km  n.  of  Ek  Balam,  Yuc.  3 
Feb  (BM),  at  the  entrance  to  Xocempich 
Ranch,  Yuc.  in  the  Chichen  Itza  area  4 Mar 
(BM),  and  in  the  first  3 km  of  the  entrance 
road  to  Calakmul  10  & 11  Jan  (MC  et  al.).  An 
ad.  male  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  in 
the  park  at  Celestun  9 Dec  (DB),  and  another 
male  was  photographed  at  Ek  Balam  around 
16  Jan  (LK,  PB);  this  is  a species  that  used  to 
be  reported  only  in  the  coastal  areas  of  the 
peninsula.  An  uncommon  Worm-eating  War- 
bler was  at  Coba  23  Jan  (DB,  GT).  Swainson’s 
Warblers,  also  rarely  reported,  were  at  El  Ce- 
dral,  Cozumel  1.  2 Dec  (DS,  RT)  and  at  Calak- 
mul 10  Jan  (MC  et  al.).  A total  of  4 Kentucky 
Warblers  was  seen  along  the  Vigia  Chico  rd.  7 
Jan  (BP,  MP),  with  others  at  Calakmul  14  Jan 
(BP,  MP)  and  Coba  23  Jan  (DB,  GT).  Another 
species  of  limited  distribution  in  Yucatan,  a 
Gray-headed  Tanager  was  seen  2 Jan  along 
the  unpaved  road  between  Sudzal  Chico  and 
Nohojal,  s.  Yuc.  (RM,  AM).  An  uncommon 
Western  Tanager  was  photographed  in  the 
forested  area  behind  El  Cuyo  3 Dec  (ph.  LG). 

Among  the  sparrows  seen  this  year  was  a 
rarely  reported  Grasshopper  Sparrow  6 Dec  at 
Rancho  San  Salvador  (DS,  RT)  and  a Song 
Sparrow  videotaped  3 km  along  the  road  to 
the  former  garbage  dump  at  Progreso  1 Jan 
(vt.  KH),  a first  confirmed  record  for  the  state. 
A Lesser  Goldfinch  at  Chekubul,  Camp.  12 
Dec  (DS,  RT)  was  in  a treetop  in  the  plaza;  this 
extends  the  species’  range  in  the  subregion. 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
David  Bacab,  Peter  Bono,  Paul  A.  Brown,  R. 
Wayne  Bullock,  Michael  Carmody,  Alex  Dzib, 
Leonardo  Guerrero,  Greg  Homel,  Keith 
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If  winter  2008-2009  in  Central  America 
had  a signature,  it  might  have  been  the 
unprecedented  numbers  of  species  win- 
tering well  north  of  their  normal  winter 
range  in  South  America.  A Swallow-tailed 
Kite  and  two  Yellow-green  Vireos  in 
Guatemala,  a Mississippi  Kite  and  many 
Chimney  Swifts  in  Costa  Rica,  and  a 
Cerulean  Warbler  in  Nicaragua  all  provided 
unprecedented  seasonal  records.  In  contrast, 
it  was  a poor  year  for  Cedar  Waxwings  and 
Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  two  species  that 
exhibit  pronounced  annual  fluctuations  in 
the  Region. 

Only  one  species  made  it  on  the  list  of 
country-firsts  this  winter:  Kelp  Gull  in  El  Sal- 
vador. Although  not  a country  first,  a Long- 
tailed Jaeger  near  Puerto  Barrios,  Guatemala 
may  have  been  a western  Caribbean  first. 
With  the  increasing  number  of  pelagic  trips 
off  the  Pacific  coast,  we  continue  to  refine 
our  knowledge  of  nearshore  seabird  distribu- 
tion in  the  Region.  For  example,  several 
species  thought  to  be  rare  off  El  Salvador  just 
a few  years  ago,  notably  Wedge-tailed  Shear- 
water, Red-necked  Phalarope,  and  Pomarine 
Jaeger,  are  proving  to  be  not  only  regular  but 
also  to  occur  at  least  occasionally  in  impres- 
sive numbers. 


Abbreviations:  L.A.N.R.  (Laguna  de  Apoyo 
Nature  Reserve,  Granada,  Nicaragua);  M.PR. 
(Mountain  Pine  Ridge,  Cayo,  Belize). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  KITES 

In  Belize,  2 American  Wigeons  seen  on  Agua- 
caliente  Lagoon  17  Dec  (LJ)  were  the  first  to 
be  recorded  in  Toledo.  At  least  50  and  perhaps 
as  many  as  100  Northern  Pintails,  an  uncom- 
mon annual  visitor  to  El  Salvador,  were  seen 
on  L.  Giiija,  Santa  Ana  24  Jan  (ph.  NH,  GG, 
RL6,  RI).  Adding  to  the  growing  body  of  re- 
ports from  the  n.  part  of  the  Region  were  3 
Ring-necked  Ducks  on  Guatemala’s  L.  Peten 
Itza,  Peten  15  Jan  (PBu,  CJ).  It  is  becoming 
apparent  that  with  more  observer  coverage  of 
offshore  Salvadoran  waters.  Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater  is  proving  to  be  a regular  compo- 
nent of  the  country’s  avifauna,  as  evidenced 
by  the  observation  of  an  estimated  182  off- 
shore of  Bahia  de  Jiquilisco,  Usuhitdn  16  Jan 
(RI).  Also  seen  on  the  16  Jan  pelagic  trip  were 
3 Black  Storm-Petrels  (RI),  a species  seldom 
reported  but  probably  more  numerous  than 
the  few  records  indicate.  A juv.  Red-billed 
Tropicbird,  very  rare  off  the  Pacific  coast  of 
Panama,  was  observed  60  km  w.  of  Punta 
Mariato,  Veraguas  31  Jan  (ph.  VW). 

An  injured  imm.  Nazca  Booby  found  on  the 
road  17  km  w.  of  Monterrico,  Santa  Rosa  6 Dec 
(ph.  JMQ)  provided  one  of  the  few  records  for 
Guatemala,  while  33  Blue-footed  Boobies  seen 
a few  hundred  meters  off  the  San  Juan  del 
Gozo  Pen.,  Bahia  de  Jiquilisco  16Jan  (RI)  pro- 
vided only  the  10th  record  for  El  Salvador. 
Last  year  the  4th  to  9th  records  for  the  coun- 
try were  documented,  suggesting  either  that 
this  species  is  fairly  common  but  overlooked 
in  nearshore  Salvadoran  waters,  or  perhaps  it 
has  begun  to  breed  in  the  Gulf  of  Fonseca.  An 
impressive  56  Brown  Boobies,  54  of  which 
were  perched  on  a fishing  boat,  were  observed 
16  km  off  Bahia  de  Jiquilisco  16  Jan  (RI), 


while  3 Red-footed  Boobies,  marking  only  the 
7th  occurrence  for  the  country,  were  observed 
80  km  offshore.  In  Panama,  a dark-morph  ad. 
Red-footed  Booby  was  on  Swan  Key  29  Jan 
(EC,  ph.  RR),  the  first  recorded  at  that  locali- 
ty. In  Belize,  4 Brown  Pelicans  seen  flying  ne. 
over  Hidden  Valley  Inn,  M.PR.  13  Jan  (PBu, 
CJ)  added  to  the  growing  number  of  inland 


For  the  first  time  on  Pacific  slope  of  Guatemala,  a Double- 
toothed Kite  was  recorded  at  Takalik  Abaj  26  December 
2008.  Photograph  by  Jason  Berry. 


sightings  of  this  species  in  the  Region.  Anhin- 
ga  was  recorded  for  the  first  time  in  L.A.N.R. 
when  one  was  seen  during  lakeshore  monitor- 
ing 29  Jan  (POB,  CB,  EN).  Pinnated  Bittern 
was  recorded  for  the  first  time  on  the 
Guatemalan  Pacific  slope  when  one  was  seen 
in  Monterrico,  Santa  Rosa  30  Dec  QG,  NC,  HP, 
KL).  A Cocoi  Heron  found  6 Dec  on  the  Gatlin 
R.,  Colon  (ph.  GH)  was  a rare  occurrence  this 
far  west  and  on  the  Caribbean  slope  of  Pana- 
ma. In  Nicaragua,  lakeshore  monitoring  in  the 
L.A.N.R.  yielded  the  reserve’s  first  Boat-billed 
Heron  19  Feb  (POB,  CB). 


Surfbirds  reached  El  Salvador  in  unprecedented  numbers  this  winter.  Considered  a rare  win- 
ter visitor,  but  perhaps  overlooked  to  some  extent,  the  appearance  of  at  least  60  on  a rocky 
beach  at  El  Maculis  1 January  2009  and  21  there  20  (here)  to  22  February  marked  the  largest 
numbers  yet  for  the  country.  Photograph  Alvaro  Moises. 


This  adult  Kelp  Gull  at  the  mouth  of  Rio  Jiboa  on  8 February  2009  was  El  Salvador's  first  and 
Central  America's  first  north  of  Panama.  Photograph  bylselda  Vega. 
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Perhaps  the  first  for  the  western  Caribbean,  this  juvenile 
Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  observed  17  January  2009  near 
Puerto  Barrios,  Guatemala  at  the  bottom  of  the  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras. Puerto  Barrios,  a major  port  for  large  cargo  ships,  is 
one  of  the  best  places  on  the  Caribbean  side  of  Central 
America  to  see  jaegers.  Photograph  by  Nick  Komar. 

Rare  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  Guatemala,  a 
Gray-headed  Kite  was  seen  near  Monterrico 
11  Jan  (AK).  Elsewhere,  Hook-billed  Kites 
were  recorded  at  two  new  localities  this  win- 
ter: in  Nicaragua,  one  was  seen  in  L.A.N.R., 
Granada  11  Feb  (ph.  POB,  CB),  and  in  Pana- 
ma, one  was  seen  on  the  road  to  La  Mesa,  near 
El  Valle,  in  Code  1 Dec  (ph.  OQ,  RL,  VW).  A 
Swallow-tailed  Kite  seen  in  Tikal  N.P.,  Petm 
19  Dec  (AEH,  LO,  JV,  BL,  PN,  IS,  CM)  was 
quite  a surprise.  It  was  likely  wintering  local- 
ly, as  the  species  does  not  begin  arriving  in  n. 
Central  America  until  early  Feb.  In  El  Sal- 
vador, a male  Snail  Kite  seen  17  Feb  on  the  15 
de  Septiembre  Res.  near  the  junction  of  the 
Rio  Lempa  and  Rio  Gualcho,  Usuliitdn  (RI) 
was  at  a new  location.  Providing  another  first 
for  the  Pacific  slope  of  Guatemala  was  a Dou- 
ble-toothed Kite  in  Takalik  Abaj,  Retalhideu 
26  Dec  (ph.  JB).  In  Nicaragua,  one  at  L.A.N.R. 
28  Jan  (ph.  POB,  CB)  was  the  first  recorded  at 
that  locality.  Either  wintering  locally  or  mi- 
grating well  out  of  season,  and  at  the  atypi- 
cally  high  elevation  of  2000  m well  away  from 
the  coast,  was  an  ad.  Mississippi  Kite  seen 
flying  near  Km  40  of  the  Inter-American  Hwy. 
on  Cerro  de  La  Muerte,  Cartago  20  Dec 
(KEa).  Mississippi  Kites  typically  migrate 
along  and  near  the  coast,  especially  on  the 
Caribbean  side,  and  have  all  moved  through 
by  the  end  of  Oct. 

HARRIER  THROUGH  GOATSUCKERS 

A female  Northern  Harrier,  a rare  winter  visi- 
tor in  Guatemala,  was  seen  in  Coatepeque, 
Retaihuleii  9 Feb  (AK),  and  an  ad.  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk,  a rare  winter  visitor  in  Belize, 
was  seen  at  King  Vulture  Falls  in  the  M.PR.  1 1 
Jan  (LJ).  Many  considered  Costa  Rica’s  first 
Savanna  Hawk,  an  ad.  found  last  spring  near 
Playa  Zancudo,  to  be  long  overdue,  so  it  was 


not  too  surprising  to  learn  of  an  imm.  seen  in 
the  same  fields  1 Dec  QO).  But  another  imm. 
and  2 ads.  (the  latter  frequently  vocalizing  as 
if  a mated  pair)  seen  in  fallow  rice  fields  being 
harrowed  8 km  se.  of  Paso  Canoas,  Puntarenas 
23  Feb-r  (KEa,  SE),  suggest  that  the  species 
may  be  in  the  process  of  colonizing  Costa 
Rica  from  Panama.  The  ad.  Broad-winged 
Hawk  seen  in  M.PR.  last  Oct,  and  thought  to 
be  the  same  individual  present  there  last  win- 
ter, was  seen  again  9 Jan  (PB).  Two  Zone- 
tailed Hawks  were  reported  in  Belize  this  win- 
ter, one  in  the  M.PR.  9 Jan  (PB)  and  another, 
an  ad.,  at  Running  W Farm,  Cayo  21  Feb  (RP, 
DR).  An  ad.  and  imm.  Crested  Eagle  seen  re- 
peatedly at  Cano  Harold,  Laguna  Tortuguero, 
Limon  1-18  Feb  (MC)  were  in  the  only  area  of 
Costa  Rica  where  this  extremely  rare  species 
is  reported  with  any  regularity.  In  Belize,  the 
Crested  Caracara  pair  that  successfully  raised 
2 young  last  spring  on  the  Running  W Farm 
near  the  Spanish  Lookout  ferry  crossing 
raised  at  least  one  young  again  this  year.  A 
pair  with  a recently  fledged  juv.  was  seen  25 
Feb  (RP,  DR)  in  the  tree  where  the  pair  nest- 
ed last  year. 

Three  or  more  Rufous-necked  "Wood-Rails 
have  been  observed  visiting  a garbage  dump 
at  Bird’s  Isle  in  Belize  City  regularly  for  “quite 
some  time”  (DF);  however,  these  were  not 
known  to  us  until  we  received  a photograph 
of  one  taken  16  Feb  (ph.  RB).  An  ad.  Wattled 
Jaqana  seen  in  wet  pastures  at  La  Gamba  near 


Northern  Parula  made  news  in  Central  America  this  winter, 
with  more  than  the  usual  number  of  extralimital  records. 
This  male  was  at  La  Barra  in  Metapan  in  El  Salvador  24  Jan- 
uary 2009.  Although  recorded  occasionally  in  mangroves 
along  El  Salvador's  coast,  it  is  seldom  reported  elsewhere  in 
the  country.  Photograph  by  Ricardo  Ibarra. 


Golfito  in  the  sw.  Pacific  lowlands  of  Puntare- 
nas 23  Feb  (SE)  was  in  an  area  where  it  is  oc- 
casionally recorded  as  a vagrant  from  Pana- 
ma. With  fewer  than  a dozen  previous  records 
from  El  Salvador,  Surfbird  was  nevertheless 
thought  to  be  a regular,  if  uncommon,  mi- 
grant and  winter  visitor.  But  6O-1-  observed  on 


Western  Kingbird  is  seldom  seen  in  Belize.  This  individual, 
first  recorded  on  27  December  2008  (here)  in  Belize  City, 
stuck  around  for  many  to  see  over  the  next  several  weeks. 

It  frequented  royal  palms  on  the  grounds  of  the  Radisson 
Fort  George,  where  it  foraged  on  the  palms'  seeds  with 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers.  Photograph  by  Brian  Gibbons. 

the  rocky  beach  of  El  Maculis,  La  Union  1 Jan 
(AM),  and  21  counted  there  21  & 22  Feb  (ph. 
AM),  were  easily  the  country’s  highest  counts 
to  date.  Another  shorebird  that  probably  oc- 
curs more  often  in  El  Salvador  than  the  few 
records  would  indicate  is  Red-necked 
Phalarope.  Following  the  report  of  556  last 
Sep  and  4 last  Oct  off  Acajutla,  102  were  ob- 
served 16  Jan  off  Bahia  dejiquilisco  (RI),  sug- 
gesting that  at  least  in  some  years  it  may  ac- 
tually be  relatively  common  offshore.  A 
much-discussed  ad.  Kelp  Gull  was  observed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Jiboa,  La  Paz  8 Feb 
(ph.  LA,  ph.  IV,  VG,  IR,  GM,  CV).  This 
species  was  added  to  the  A.O.U.  checklist  in 
2002  (43rd  Supplement)  based  on  widely 
scattered  records  from  Louisiana,  Texas,  Indi- 
ana, Maryland,  and  the  Yucatan  Pen.  There  is 
apparently  only  one  previous  record,  howev- 
er, from  Central  America — up  to  5 birds  pres- 
ent in  Panama  in  Nov-Dec  2001  (North 
American  Birds  56,  Vols.  1 & 2).  A Forster’s 
Tern  at  the  mouth  of  Rio  Jiboa,  La  Paz  28  Feb 
(ph.  OK)  was  noteworthy,  as  this  species  is  re- 
ported less  than  annually  in  El  Salvador. 

An  imm.  Pomarine  Jaeger  seen  flying  off- 
shore of  Los  Cobanos,  Sonsonate  16  Dec  (ph. 
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Rl),  followed  by  14  seen  offshore  of  Bahia  de 
Jiquilisco  16  Jan  (Rl),  added  to  the  few  records 
of  this  species  in  El  Salvador.  In  Guatemala,  a 
remarkable  juv.  Long-tailed  Jaeger  near  Puerto 
Barrios,  Izabal  17  Jan  (ph.  NK)  provided  what 
is  believed  to  be  the  first  record  of  this  most 
pelagic  of  jaegers  in  the  w.  Caribbean.  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove  has  certainly  not  invaded  Cen- 
tral America  with  the  speed  and  intensity  wit- 
nessed in  parts  of  the  United  States.  Following 
two  reports  from  Ambergris  Caye,  Belize  in 
1996  and  1999  and  a couple  of  reports  of  indi- 
viduals of  questionable  provenance  from  San 
Jose,  Costa  Rica,  it  went  unreported  in  the  Re- 
gion until  this  past  fall,  when  one  was  ob- 
served in  Liberia,  Guanacaste.  In  Belize  City, 
reports  of  a Streptopelia  dove  on  the  city’s  s. 
side  circulated  for  three  months  before  it  was 
confirmed  as  a Eurasian  Collared-Dove  28 
Feb-i-  (PB).  The  continuing  paucity  of  reports 
from  the  Region  as  late  as  early  2009  may  sug- 
gest that  the  species  does  not  do  well  in  the 
tropics.  Or,  are  we  on  the  cusp  (albeit,  much 
belatedly)  of  an  invasion  of  the  magnitude 
seen  to  our  north  over  the  past  decade?  A pair 
of  Black-and-white  Owls  has  been  seen  regu- 
larly at  the  Lodge  at  Big  Falls,  Toledo  since 
2004.  This  winter,  a nest  was  found  25  m up  in 
a large  tree  along  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande 
(SC,  RH).  A single  chick  that  fledged  on  28 
Feb  (SC,  RH)  may  have  marked  the  first 
recorded  nesting  of  this  species  in  Belize.  Sel- 
dom seen  in  n.  Central  America  in  winter,  a 
Chuck-will’s-widow  was  seen  in  Tikal  N.P  18- 
20  Dec  (KE,JG,ph.JPC). 

SWIFTS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A small  flock  of  16  Chestnut-collared  Swifts 
(ads.  and  juvs.)  was  closely  observed  at  close 
range  as  they  flew  past  Hidden  Valley  Inn  14 
Feb  (BZ,  RRo  et  al.).  With  only  about  a half- 
dozen  records  for  Belize,  all  in  Mar  and  Apr, 
these  were  the  first  to  be  reported  in  Feb.  Un- 
precedented, however,  was  a report  of  many 
small  groups  of  Chimney  Swifts,  closely  stud- 
ied under  ideal  conditions  using  both  vocal 
and  visual  cues  by  an  observer  familiar  with 
both  this  species  and  the  more  likely  Vaux’s 
Swift,  at  La  Selva  Biological  Station,  Heredia 
14  Feb+  (MB).  We  are  not  aware  of  any  previ- 
ous records  of  Chimney  Swift  in  Central 
America  in  rvinter.  A male  Sapphire-throated 
Hummingbird  seen  visiting  red  flowers  of  an 
Erythrina  tree  growing  in  a roadside  fencerow 
at  La  Gamba  23  & 27  Dec  (KEa,  ph.SE)  es- 
tablished only  the  2nd  documented  occur- 
rence for  Costa  Rica  and  was  25  km  farther  w. 
than  the  first.  Also  present  at  this  Erythrina 
tree  on  the  same  dates  was  a male  Veraguan 
Mango  with  a female  mango  presumed  to  be 
this  species  (KEa,  ph.  SE).  Identification  of 
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the  Anthracothorax  (mangos)  in  the  s.  Pacific 
region  of  Costa  Rica  is  a major  unresolved  or- 
nithological question,  one  that  will  probably 
yield  only  to  extensive  study  of  birds  in  the 
hand  supported  by  molecular  genetics.  From 
the  photographs,  it  appears  that  the  male  had 
no  black  on  its  chin  or  center  of  its  throat  and 
breast,  which  is  typical  of  Veraguan  Mango, 
but  Green-breasted  Mango  may  also  occur  in 
this  area.  A juv.  male  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird at  El  Chiri,  w.  Panama  (ph.  CBe) 
provided  the  first  report  of  this  species  this  far 
e.  in  Panama  since  1962. 

In  Bocas  del  Toro,  a rarely  seen  Lanceolated 
Monklet  was  at  Willy  Mazu  Ecological  Ranch 
near  Palo  Seco  Protection  Forest  9 Jan  (EC); 
in  Darien,  a Golden-green  Woodpecker,  more 
typical  of  lower-elevations,  was  seen  for  only 
the  2nd  time  on  the  Boca  del  Cupe  Trail  4 
Feb  (EC,  DG);  and  in  Panama,  a Crimson- 
bellied  Woodpecker  was  found  2 Jan  along 
the  Rio  Mono  Trail,  Cer- 
ro  Azul  (FG,  GS),  where 
rarely  reported.  A Buff- 
throated  Foliage-gleaner 
at  L.A.N.R.  22  Jan  QKM) 
was  the  first  to  be  record- 
ed in  the  reserve  at  the  w. 
edge  of  its  range  in 
Nicaragua,  and  a female 
Bare-crowned  Antbird 
found  at  the  Lodge  at  Big 
Falls  on  8 Feb+  (SC,  RH, 

PB)  marked  one  of  the 
few  occasions  where  an 
individual  of  this  rare 
species  in  Belize  has  been 
refound  on  multiple 
dates.  Rare  in  Panama  were  an  Ochre-breast- 
ed Antpitta  seen  10  Jan  on  the  Verrugosa 
Trail  in  Palo  Seco  Protection  Forest  and  a 
Rough-legged  Tyrannulet  seen  6 Jan  near 
Respingo  at  the  entrance  to  Volcan  Baru  N.P, 
Chiriqui  (both  EC). 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Chan  Chich, 
Orange  Walk  23  Jan  (PBu,  CJ)  added  to  the 
growing  number  of  winter  reports  from  low- 
land Belize.  A juv.  White-throated  Flycatcher, 
another  rare  species  in  Panama,  was  at  Volcan 
Lakes,  Chiriqui  7 Jan  (EC).  A Western  King- 
bird feeding  on  royal  palm  seeds  with  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatchers  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Radisson  Ft.  George  hotel  in  Belize  City  27 
Dec  (BG,  LaJ)  and  3 Feb  (PB)  was  only  the 
4th  to  be  reliably  recorded  in  Belize.  A belat- 
ed fall  report  of  a Western  Kingbird  al  San 
Lorenzo,  Colon  26  Nov  (CBe)  was  only  the 
2nd  for  cen.  Panama,  the  first  being  in  1988. 
On  28  Dec,  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  ob- 
served at  the  Gatlin  Drop  Zone  in  San  Loren- 
zo N.P,  Colon  (JC,  ph.  RL).  Rare  in  Panama, 
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especially  this  far  e.,  it  had  previously  not 
been  reported  from  the  site.  Also  rare  in  Pana- 
ma, a Bare-necked  Umbrellabird  was  at  Willy 
Mazu  Ecological  Ranch,  Bocas  del  Toro  9 Jan 
(ph.  EC).  A Blue-headed  Vireo  was  seen  ac- 
companying a small  flock  of  Philadelphia 
Vireos  at  1250  m on  Cerro  Espiritu  Santo, 
Naranjo,  Alajuela  1-1  Jan  QZ).  Although  very 
rare  in  Costa  Rica,  there  are  at  least  three 
records  from  this  spot.  Exceptionally  rare  in 
winter  were  2 Yellow-green  Vireos  closely  ob- 
served in  the  Pachuj  Reserve,  Solold  on  14 
Dec  (tKE,  JB).  Both  were  seen  in  mixed- 
species  flocks,  allowing  direct  bill-  and  body- 
size  comparisons  with  other  vireos. 

A male  Purple  Martin  at  Crooked  Tree 
Wildlife  Sanctuary  20  Jan  (PBu)  was  an  early 
spring  migrant.  In  Costa  Rica,  15-20  Tree 
Swallows  were  counted  among  the  hundreds 
of  Barn  Swallows  milling  around  tractors  cul- 
tivating rice  fields  in  Bagatzi,  just  outside  the 


entrance  to  Palo  Verde  N.P,  Guanacaste  7-12 
Feb  (JZ).  This  is  an  exceptionally  large  num- 
ber for  Costa  Rica,  where  even  one  is  a very 
rare  occurrence  most  years.  Twenty-four 
Cave  Swallows  were  seen  near  Santiago  Ati- 
tlan,  Solold  14  Dec  (RS).  The  status  of  Cave 
Swallow  remains  unclear  in  Guatemala, 
where  it  has  been  recorded  several  times  in 
the  mts.  on  the  Pacific  slope  in  recent  years. 
Rarely  seen  in  Guatemala,  a Black  Catbird 
was  in  Tikal  N.P  22  Dec  (CM),  and  another 
one  was  in  Uaxactiin,  Petcn  23  Dec  (ph.  CM). 
Tropical  Mockingbird  has  been  expanding  its 
range  in  many  parts  of  Central  America  in  re- 
sponse to  deforestation  and  urbanization.  In 
Nicaragua,  where  Tropical  Mockingbird  was 
first  recorded  less  than  10  years  ago,  3 were 
seen  for  the  first  time  at  Miramar,  Tepesomo- 
to  Patasta  Nature  Reserve,  Madriz  on  3 Jan 
(PS,  AC,  CB).  These  were  50  km  ne.  of  any 
previous  sighting  in  the  countiy  and  at  the 
surprisingly  high  elevation  of  1400  m.  In 
Guatemala,  6 Cedar  Waxwings  al  Finca  La 
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Myrtle  Warbler  is  a very  rare  winter  visitor  in  El  Salvador.  This  individual  was  pho- 
tographed at  Laguna  de  Metapan  on  24  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Ricardo  Ibarra. 


CENTRAL  AMERICA 


Tricolored  Munia  may  finally  be  invading  Belize.  After  three  records  in  2003- 
2004,  it  was  not  recorded  again  until  this  winter,  when  a flock  of  1 5-20  turned 
up  12  February  2009  in  San  Narciso  Village  in  Corozal  District,  where  they  re- 
mained through  the  end  of  period.  Photograph  by  Perfecto  Cho. 


Reunion,  6 km  s.  of  Alotenango,  Sacate- 
pcqucz  28  Feb  (MclB),  and  25  in  Tikal  N.P.  the 
same  day  (LO)  were  the  only  ones  reported 
in  the  Region  this  winter. 

WARBLERS 

Relatively  scarce  in  the  northernmost  part  of 
the  Region  in  winter,  single  Golden-winged 
Warblers  were  in  Tikal  N.R  19  Dec  (JM,  JMC, 
CL,  RBo  et  al.)  and  at  Cerro  Alux, 
Sacatepcquez  15  Feb  (KE,  BB,  JLC).  On  the 
Pacihc  side  of  Nicaragua,  Golden-winged 
Warbler  was  recorded  for  the  hrst  time  in  the 
Yucul  Genetic  Reserve,  Matagalpa  when 
males  were  seen  17  & 18  Jan  (PS,  CB,  AC).  A 
Lawrence’s  Warbler,  much  the  rarer  Blue- 
winged X Golden-winged  hybrid  in  the  Re- 
gion, was  mist-netted  and  banded  at  Linda 
Vista  de  Goto  Brus,  6 km  s.  of  San  Vito, 
Piintarenas  1 Dec  (ph.  JPE,  S.VB.C.  banders). 
Providing  the  hrst  report  in  several  years  in 
Costa  Rica,  a Nashville  Warbler  was  observed 
in  the  Tarcoles  mangroves,  PwUarenas  13  Dec 
(ph.  JP,  JA,  Wl).  More  Northern  Parulas  ap- 
peared extralimitally  than  in  most  years  (they 
are  regular  in  our  Region  only  on  the 
Caribbean  coasts  of  Belize,  Guatemala,  and 
Honduras).  A male  was  at  La  Barra  in 
Metapan,  Santa  Ana  24  Jan  (ph.  Rl,  GG,  JR). 
This  species  is  now  reported  almost  annually 
in  El  Salvador;  however,  it  is  exceptionally 
rare  away  from  the  coastal  mangroves,  and  it 
had  not  previously  been  recorded  in  Santa 
Ana.  At  least  2 Northern  Parulas  were  at  Tikal 
N.R  17  Jan  (PBu,  CJ),  where  it  is  also  record- 
ed less  than  annually.  In  Costa  Rica,  where  it 
has  not  been  reported  for  several  years,  a sec- 
ond-year individual  was  at  La  Selva  Biological 
Station,  Heredia,  13  Feb  (MB,  JW),  and  in 
Panama,  a female  was  at  Rancho  Ramos  near 
Colon  City  28  Dec  OAC,  ph.  RL). 

Two  Chestnut-sided  Warblers,  uncommon 


on  the  Guatemalan  Pacihc 
slope,  were  seen  in  Los  Tar- 
rales  Reserve,  Suchitepequcz  14 
Dec  (EB).  A Cape  May  Warbler 
at  Incopesca,  1 1 km  sw.  of 
Guapiles,  Union  17  Dec  (AD  et 
al),  was  the  hrst  reported  in 
Costa  Rica  in  several  years.  In 
El  Salvador,  where  it  is  a very 
rare  winter  visitor,  a Myrtle 
Warbler  was  at  Laguna  de 
Metapan,  Sniitn  Ana  24  Jan 
(ph.  Rl,  GG,JR).  Considerably 
rarer  than  its  close  relative  in 
most  of  the  Region,  an 
Audubon’s  Warbler  was  in 
Panama  at  Cerro  Punta, 
Chiriqiii  19  Dec  (ph.  GL).  In 
Guatemala,  a male  Golden- 
cheeked Warbler  was  seen  in  pine-oak  forest 
in  the  Atitlan  Reserve,  Panajachel,  Solold  19 
Feb  (KE,  BB,  JLC),  providing  the  2nd  record 
for  this  reserve.  Another  male  was  seen  in  hu- 
mid broadleaf  forest  in  the  Los  Tarrales  Re- 
serve, Suchitcpequez  19  Eeb  (PC,  EB),  provid- 
ing the  hrst  record  for  Atitlan  volcano.  In 
Nicaragua,  an  imm.  male  16  Jan  and  an  ad. 
male  18  Jan  (PS,  CB,  AC)  established  the  hrst 
records  for  Yiicul  Genetic  Reserve,  Matagalpa. 

A cold  front  that  passed  through  Belize  on 

1 Dec  brought  some  late  migrants  to  Caye 
Caulker,  including  an  exceptionallly  late 
Blackburnian  Warbler  QBe).  Palm  Warbler  is 
an  especially  rare  winter  visitor  in  Costa  Rica, 
so  one  seen  in  sugarcane  helds  between 
Filadelha  and  La  Guinea,  Guanacaste  16  Feb 
was  believed  to  be  the  same  individual  record- 
ed within  50  m of  this  spot  three  times  since 
Nov  2007  and  conceivably  the  same  individ- 
ual that  was  recorded  at  the  same  spot  in  2002 
(all  JZ).  A male  Bay-breasted  Warbler  in  hrst- 
fall  plumage  in  Coban,  Aha  Verapaz  12  Jan 
(ph.  JPC)  provided  the  hrst  winter  record  of 
this  species  for  Guatemala.  In  Nicaragua,  a 
male  Cerulean  Warbler  at  1000  m in  Yucul 
Genetic  Reserve  13  Jan  (PS,  CB,  AC)  may  have 
established  the  northernmost  winter  record 
for  the  Region.  It  was  also  the  hrst  to  be 
recorded  in  the  reserve.  A Swainson’s  Warbler 
was  seen  in  Tikal  N.R  19  Dec  (RBM,  BM,  TS, 
AS),  and  13  more  were  detected  from  20-27 
Dec  between  Tikal  and  Uaxactun  in  ne.  Petal 
by  a research  team  from  North  Carolina  State 
University  (headed  by  JG,  NC).  This  under- 
story species  is  undoubtedly  more  common  in 
the  n.  portion  of  the  Region  in  winter  than  the 
few  records  would  indicate.  An  Ovenbird  was 
seen  at  the  unusually  high  elevation  of  2200  m 
at  Cerro  Alux,  Sacatepcquez  15  Feb  (KE,  BB, 
JLC).  Rare  on  the  Pacihc  slope  of  Guatemala, 

2 Kentucky  Warblers  in  Los  Tarrales  Reserve, 


Suchitcpequez  14  Dec  (EB)  were  noteworthy.  A 
female  Common  Yellowthroat,  a rare  winter 
visitor  to  the  s.  part  of  the  Region,  was  at  the 
Gatlin  Drop  Zone  28  Dec  QAC,  RL). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

In  Nicaragua,  3 Gray-headed  Tanagers  mist- 
netted  in  L.A.N.R.  21  Jan  and  18  Feb  (ph.  POB, 
CB)  established  the  hrst  records  of  this  species 
in  the  reserve.  A pair  of  Passerini’s  Tanagers 
(the  distinctive  female  was  seen  well)  in  the 
Fortuna  Forest  Reserve,  Chiriqui  9 Jan  (DM) 
were  the  hrst  to  be  recorded  from  the  Pacihc 
slope  of  Panama,  evidently  having  crossed  the 
continental  divide  into  the  range  of  the  closely 
related  Cherrie’s  Tanager.  In  the  Pachuj  Re- 
serve, Solold,  a singing  male  Blue  Seedeater  was 
observed  14  Dec  (KE);  another  male  was  ob- 
served in  the  Los  Tarrales  Reserve  19  Feb  (KE, 
BB,  JLC).  Grassland  Yellow-Finches  have  been 
seen  at  The  Dump,  Toledo  for  the  3rd  consecu- 
tive winter;  however,  it  has  not  been  estab- 
lished if  the  species  is  present  year-round.  A 
flock  estimated  variously  at  30  to  100  individ- 
uals was  present  on  30  Nov  and  several  dates  in 
Dec  (ph.  LJ).  Noteworthy  was  a Grasshopper 
Sparrow  observed  in  a natural  savanna  at  Alto 
Salitre  de  Buenos  Aires,  an  interior  valley  in  the 
s.  Pacihc  region  of  Piintarenas,  21  Dec  (KEa  et 
al.)  It  is  otherwise  known  in  Costa  Rica  only 
from  pastures  and  natural  grasslands  on  the  Pa- 
cihc side  of  the  Cordilleras  de  Guanacaste  and 
Tilaran  in  the  n.  half  of  the  country.  The  habi- 
tat at  this  site  appears  to  be  excellent  for  the 
species,  yet  this  is  the  hrst  report  from  the  area, 
which  has  had  good  coverage  recently. 

In  Belize,  small  groups  of  Dickcissels  were 
observed  on  30  Nov  and  several  dates  in  Dec 
at  The  Dump,  suggesting  that  the  species  may 
now  be  an  established  winter  visitor  in  this 
area  of  former  rice  helds  that  have  been  left 
fallow  for  a decade.  Several  female  and  male 
Shiny  Cowbirds  were  seen  in  newly  planted 
rice  helds  at  La  Gamba  near  Golhto  in  the  sw. 
Pacihc  lowlands  of  Piintarenas  23  Eeb  (SE), 
This  is  the  hrst  report  of  the  species  on  the  Pa- 
cihc side  of  Costa  Rica,  where  it  has  been 
spreading  westward  from  Panama.  To  date,  it 
has  reached  as  far  n.  as  Turrialba  on  the 
Caribbean  side  of  the  Central  Valley.  In  Mon- 
zonte,  Niieva  Segovia,  10  Chestnut-headed 
Oropendolas  observed  at  1400  m 24  Dec  (PS, 
CB,  AC,  POB)  were  slightly  w.  of  the  species’ 
known  range  in  Nicaragua.  A male  Elegant 
Euphonia  seen  15  Jan  at  Altos  del  Maria, 
Panama  (ph.  CBe)  established  the  easternmost 
record  for  the  species  and  the  hrst  for  the 
province.  Providing  the  4th  record  for  Belize, 
and  the  hrst  in  four  and  a half  years,  was  a 
group  of  15-20  Tricolored  Munias  seen  at  San 
Narciso  Village,  Corozal  12  Feb-i-  (ph.  PCh). 
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As  in  many  mainland  regions,  gulls 
were  in  the  news  throughout  the 
Greater  and  Lesser  Antilles  this  win- 
ter season.  In  February,  many  exhausted,  and 
usually  moribund,  Black-legged  Kittiwakes 
were  found  on  several  islands  from  the  Ba- 
hamas to  Barbados  to  Guadeloupe  and  as  far 
south  as  Tobago.  Usually  absent  during  win- 
ter, a few  Laughing  Gulls  made  early  appear- 
ances in  the  Lesser  Antilles  as  well,  and  a Ba- 
hamas highlight  was  an  Iceland  Gull  that 
spent  most  of  February  in  Nassau. 

Though  Cuba  is  increasingly  visited  (legal- 
ly) by  birding  groups  from  the  United  States, 
and  has  had  many  international  birding  visi- 
tors over  the  years,  we  receive  very  little  in- 
formation from  that  grand  island.  The  Cuban 
bird  survey  conducted  15-24  February  2009 
(GM,  WS  & JG)  provided  an  opportunity  to 
see  26  endemic  bird  species,  approximately 


17%  of  all  species  reported  on  that  expedi- 
tion. Participants  report  that  populations  of 
wading  birds  in  Cuba’s  Zapata  Swamp — 
home  of  the  critically  endangered  Zapata 
Rail — have  decreased  dramatically  since  the 
introduction  of  Walking  Catfish  (Clarias  ba- 
trachus),  a species  native  to  Southeast  Asia,  in 
2000.  Elsewhere,  conservation  news  was  sim- 
ilarly grim,  even  baffling:  Barbados’  very  own 
Graeme  Hall  Nature  Sanctuary,  for  instance, 
closed  its  doors  15  December  2008,  following 
unsuccessful  attempts  by  the  Canadian  own- 
er to  donate  it  to  government  (and  getting  no 
response).  What  will  become  of  one  of  the 
most  important  bird  areas  in  the  eastern 
Caribbean?  The  site  is  known  to  many  as  the 
source  of  many  records  of  Eurasian/African 
ardeids — Gray  Heron,  Western  Reef-Heron, 
Purple  Heron,  Little  Egret  (the  only  known 
nesting  site  in  the  Americas),  Little  Bittern — 
as  well  as  locally  rare  species  such  as  White- 
faced and  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks, 
White  and  Glossy  Ibises,  Anhinga,  American 
Avocet,  Northern  Lapwing,  Wood  and 
Curlew  Sandpipers,  Great  Black-backed, 
Bonaparte’s,  and  Franklin’s  Gulls,  White- 
winged Tern,  and  an  apparent  Eurasian  Black 
Tern  from  Europe.  And  a Common  Cuckoo — 
probably  just  the  tip  of  the  proverbial  iceberg. 
Of  course,  many  non-vagrants  make  use  of 
the  habitats  here  as  well!  We  hope  that  the 
situation  can  be  resolved  positively.  A bit  of 
very  good  news  from  Barbados:  the  country’s 
premier  birder,  and  co-author  of  the  forth- 
coming Birds  of  Barbados  (in  press),  Eddie 
Massiah,  has  agreed  to  join  us  as  Regional  Ed- 
itor. We  are  very  gratified  by  his  willingness 
to  roll  up  his  sleeves  and  look  forward  to 
coming  years  of  co-work. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Six  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  were  on 
Tarpon  Pond  near  the  Lighthouse  Hotel  & 
Marina,  Andros,  Bahamas  16  Eeb  (CW  et  ah). 
Five  Snow  Geese  wintered  in  Bermuda,  and 
the  island’s  first  Ross’s  Goose  was  present  at 
Belmont  G.C.  throughout  the  period  (AD). 
Two  Canada  Geese  wintered  in  Bermuda 
(AD),  one  wintered  at  Lyford  Cay  G.C.,  New 
Providence,  Nassau  (AW),  and  another  was  at 
Ruby  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  19-22  Feb  (BP,  LM 
et  ah).  Two  first-year  Snow  Geese  wintered  at 
Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  (BP,  m.ob.).  Six 
Wood  Ducks  were  at  Port  Royal  G.C.,  Bermu- 
da 26  Nov-2  Jan  (DW).  The  long-staying 
male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  present  through  at 
least  18  Jan  in  Harrington  Sound,  Bermuda 
(AD).  An  American  Wigeon  was  seen  at  Man- 
nings Bay  east  pond,  St.  Croix,  U.S.  Virgin  Is- 
lands 3 Dec  (LY),  and  3 were  seen  at  Mount 
Fancy  Salt  Pond,  St.  Croix  13-14  Jan  (SF,  LY). 
In  Antigua,  ducks  at  McKinnon’s  Salt  Pond 
included  a male  Ring-necked  Duck 
21  Dec;  a female  American  Wigeon  24  Dec;  a 
female  Northern  Pintail  and  female  Ring- 
necked Duck  31  Dec;  and  all  were  still  pres- 
ent on  2 Jan  (SB).  Wintering  Northern  Pin- 
tails peaked  at  6 at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  2 
Feb  (EA).  A male  Northern  Pintail  was  seen  at 
Southgate  Pond,  St.  Croix  24  Nov  and  3 Dec 
(CCB)  and  relocated  at  Coakley  Bay  salt  pond 
9 Dec-r  (CCB;  SF,  LY).  A Northern  Pintail  was 
seen  in  the  company  of  4 White-cheeked  Pin- 
tails at  Hermitage  Pond,  St.  Croix  29  Jan  (SF, 
LY).  At  Frigate  Bay  salt  pond,  St.  Kitts  23  Jan, 
JS  counted  14  White-cheeked  Pintails.  On  L. 
Rosa,  Great  Inagua,  American  Wigeon, 
Northern  Pintail,  and  White-cheeked  Pintail 


WEST  INDIES  & BERMUDA 


This  Iceland  Gull  furnished  the  West  Indies'  and  Bahamas'  first  documented  record. 
It  was  first  seen  at  Arawak  Cay,  Nassau  7 (here  8)  February  2009.  The  bird  moved 
among  three  fish-  and  conch-cleaning  sites  for  the  rest  of  February  and  into  early 

March.  Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 


were  all  very  common  15-18  Jan,  and  hun- 
dreds of  Blue-winged  Teal  were  present  as 
well  (MCG).  Two  male  and  9 female  Green- 
winged Teal  were  in  Manning  Bay  east  pond, 
St.  Croix  12  Feb  (LY,  SF).  Some  1100-r  Ring- 
necked Ducks  were  seen  near  Zapata,  Cuba 
18  Feb  (GM,  WS  et  al.).  Record  flocks  of 
Ring-necked  Duck  (19)  and  Lesser  Scaup 
(23)  wintered  at  Mangrove  L.,  Bermuda 
through  28  Feb  and  later  (AD).  Four  Lesser 
Scaup  were  noted  at  tbe  Boqueron  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Puerto  Rico  27  Nov  (MM);  others 
showed  up  at  several  locations  in  Puerto  Rico, 
including  3 at  the  Yeguada  Pond  in  Camuy  30 
Nov  (AM).  Two  Buffleheads  wintered  at  vari- 
ous locations  in  Bermuda  (DW).  Two  female 
Hooded  Mergansers  were  seen  at  Coakley  Bay 
salt  pond  9 Dec  (CCB,  LY)  until  10  Feb  (LY), 
providing  the  5th  record  for  St.  Croix  (the 
previous  record,  a female,  stayed  27  Jan-3  jul 
2004).  A record  21  Hooded  Mergansers  were 
seen  in  Bermuda  during  the  season  (DW), 
and  9 wintered  on  New  Providence,  Nassau, 
Bahamas  (m.ob.).  Three  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers were  at  Rose  1.  near  New  Providence 
19-20  Jan  (NM).  A Common  Merganser  was 
at  Mangrove  L.,  Bermuda  27  Dec-28  Feb  and 
later  (PA).  A Ruddy  Duck  was  found  22  Dec 
on  a small  pool  n.  of  Darkwood  Beach,  An- 
tigua, and  2 more  were  at  Johnsons  Pt.  24  Dec 
(SB).  From  Grenada,  4 Ruddy  Ducks  were  at 
L,  Antoine  30  Dec  (SB).  At  Great  Salt  Pond, 
St.  Martin,  4 Ruddy  Ducks  were  present  30 
Jan  (JS,  JK,  KH).  In  St.  Philip,  Barbados,  5 
Masked  Ducks  were  found  at  a favored  breed- 
ing site  10  Jan  (MF,  EM). 

On  25  Feb,  25  Least  Grebes  was  seen  in  a 
pond  near  the  tip  of  Guanahacahihes  N.P., 
Cuba  (AK  et  ah).  This  number  of  grebes  is  un- 
precedented in  Cuba  according  to  Kirkconnell, 
and  the  location  and  timing  suggest  that  this 
was  a flock  moving  in  response  to  some  envi- 
ronmental stimulus,  probably  shifting  water 


regimes.  Least  Grebe  in 
Cuba  has  been  considered 
essentially  non-migratory, 
but  like  Masked  Duck,  it  is 
known  to  appear  in  very 
small  ponds,  even  ditches, 
during  times  of  plentiful  pre- 
cipitation. Shearwater  mi- 
gration started  in  Bermuda 
27  Feb  with  one  Cory’s  and  3 
Manx  Shearwaters  off  Watch 
Hill  Park  (AD).  Six  White- 
tailed Tropicbirds  were  seen 
1 Feb  at  a regular  breeding 
site  off  Tareau  and  2 more  s. 
of  Loubiere,  Dominica.  At 
Moule  a Chique,  St.  Lucia, 
6+  Red-billed  Tropicbirds 
were  noted  26  Jan  (MF).  A Masked  Booby  was 
at  Turtle  Rocks,  s.  of  Bimini,  Bahamas  9 Feb 
(fide  BP).  Single  Brown  Boobies  were  seen  at 
sea  off  Bootie  Bay,  Grand  Bahama  4 Dec  (BP) 
and  near  Freeport  10  Feb  (fide  BP).  An 
imm.  Brown  Booby  and  a Northern  Gannet 
were  off  Daniel’s  Head,  Bermuda  24  Dec  (PW). 
The  gannet  was  seen  at  various  locations 
through  28  Feb  (EA,  AD).  In  Grenada,  good 
numbers  of  both  Brown  and  Red-footed  Boo- 
bies were  off  the  beach  at  Levera  29  Dec  (SB). 
Seventy  Brown  Pelicans  in  and  around  Bimini, 
Bahamas  23  Jan  (EC)  made  an  unusually  high 
number. 

An  American  Bittern  was  at  Reef  G.C., 
Grand  Bahama  6 Dec  (BP).  At  Great  Salt 
Pond,  St.  Martin  30  Jan,  nesting  ardeids  in- 
cluded two  Great  Egret,  140  Cattle  Egret,  and 
20  Snowy  Egret  nests;  at  another  site,  Etang 
Cimetiere  de  Grand  Case,  34  Great  Egret, 
four  Cattle  Egret,  and  six  Snowy  Egret  nests 
were  counted;  colonies  were  still  in  building 
stages  KH).  An  imm.  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  was  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  24 
Oct-23  Feb  (PW).  A White  Ibis  was  at  Spittal 
Pond,  Bermuda  31  Jan-21  Feb  (KR).  In  St. 
Croix,  a Glossy  Ibis  hrst  seen  at  the  Lowry 
Hill  Road  North  Pond  31  Jan  (ph.  CB)  and  2 
Feb  (LY)  was  later  seen  at  the  Buccaneer  Ho- 
tel G.C.  10  Feb  (SE  LY)  and  the  Lowry  Hill 
Road  South  Slough  28  Feb  (LY);  the  last 
record  of  this  species  here  was  15-20  Oct 
2005.  In  Barbados,  2 Eurasian  Spoonbills 
first  found  17  Nov  2008  remained  throughout 
Jan.  Antigua’s  first  Eurasian  Spoonbill  (per- 
haps from  Barbados)  was  at  McKinnon’s  Pond 
25-28  Feb  and  later  (ph.  JP).  At  Cuba’s  Las 
Salinas  refuge,  500  American  Flamingos  were 
seen  20  Feb  (GM,  WS  et  ah).  Green  reported 
nesting  American  Flamingos  were  abundant 
at  L.  Rosa,  Great  Inagua  N.P.  15-18  Jan,  but 
the  research  group  did  not  approach  the 
colony  closely  to  estimate  numbers.  Flamin- 


gos started  nesting  at  two  sites  on  Great  In- 
agua, but  the  nests  will  not  be  counted  until 
after  the  young  have  fledged  in  order  to  avoid 
disturbing  the  flock  (LG).  Thirty-three  Amer- 
ican Flamingos  were  at  Gordon’s  Beach,  Long 
Island,  Bahamas  27  Dec  through  at  least  11 
Jan  (ph.  J&MP);  one  bird  was  at  Buena  Vista 
Cay,  Ragged  1.  3 Jan  (E&EDR);  and  70  were  at 
Long  Cay,  Crooked  1.  21-22  Jan  (E&EDR). 

A Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  a fly-over  at 
Port’s  L,  Bermuda  24  Dec  (PW).  Single  Gund- 
lach’s  Hawks  were  near  Sierra  del  Rosario  15 
Feb  and  at  Rio  Huatiguanico  24  Feb,  where 
there  was  also  a Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  listed 
as  threatened  in  Cuba  (WS,  GM  et  ah).  Seven 
Cuban  Black-Hawks  were  seen  15-17  Feb,  4 
of  these  at  Guanahacabibes  (WS,  GM  et  al). 
Bermuda’s  long-staying  Red-tailed  Hawks  re- 
mained through  the  season  and  into  spring 
(AD).  Pairs  of  Northern  Caracara  were  seen  at 
Zapata  and  in  Camaguey  Province  19  & 21- 
22  Feb,  respectively.  A Peregrine  Falcon  was 
at  Lukes  Farm,  Bermuda  14  Dec  (DW).  A 
Sora  was  found  at  a small  pond  n.  of  Dark- 
wood  Beach,  Antigua  22  Dec,  and  another 
was  at  North  Sound  (SB).  A juv.  Purple 
Gallinule  was  at  Cable  Beach  G.C.,  New  Prov- 
idence IFeb  (CB).  The  Southern  Lapwings 
reported  last  season  at  Barbados  remained 
throughout  Feb.  An  American  Golden-Plover 
was  with  Black-bellied  Plovers  at  Bermuda 
Airport  27  Dec-18  Jan  (DBW).  A record  10 
Semipahnated  Plovers  were  at  Spanish  Point 
27  Dec  (AD).  Reports  of  Piping  Plovers  in  the 
Bahamas  included  12  at  South  Beach,  New 
Providence  6 Dec  (OG)  and  10  on  Green  Tur- 
tle Cay  28  Feb  (EB).  Two  Piping  Plovers  win- 
tered in  Bermuda,  at  Ariel  Sands  and  Cooper’s 
1.  (AD).  A single  Piping  Plover  was  seen  at 
Long  Point  Bay  beach,  St.  Croix  5 Nov  (CCB, 
SF)  and  3 Dec  (ph.  LY).  An  American  Oyster- 
catcher  at  McLean’s  Town  at  the  e.  end  of 
Grand  Bahama  21  Feb  was  the  first  reported 
from  that  island  (LM  et  ah),  although  a local 
fishing  guide  says  they  are  found  on  cays  near 
the  se.  corner  of  the  island.  Two  on  an  off- 
shore island  from  Levera,  Grenada  29  Dec 
(SB)  represents  perhaps  the  southernmost  re- 
port in  the  Lesser  Antilles.  Fourteen  Black- 
necked Stilts  at  Harrold  and  Wilson  Ponds 
N.P  11  Jan  were  unusual  for  winter  (PD,  TH, 
AW).  At  Ensenada,  Puerto  Rico,  Dinsmore 
recorded  153  Black-necked  Stilts  26  Feb.  At 
Frigate  Bay  Salt  Pond,  St.  Kitts,  162  Black- 
necked Stilts  were  counted  23  Jan  QK).  At 
Ensenada,  Puerto  Rico,  there  were  28  Stilt 
Sandpipers  25  Feb,  89  Lesser  Yellowlegs  and 
6 Western  Sandpipers  26  Feb,  and  one  or  2 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  25-27  Feb  (SD,  pb.  TG). 
Dunlins  are  uncommon  in  Cuba;  one  was  at 
Las  Salinas  on  the  Zapata  Pen.  15  Feb  (GR) 
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This  leucistic  Northern  Parula  was  photographed  during  the  Nassau,  Bahamas  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  14  December  2008. 
Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 


and  5 there  20  Feb  (WS,  GM  et  al.).  Other 
shorebirds  at  Las  Salinas  included  30  Greater 
Yellowlegs,  10  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  a Willet,  10 
Western  Sandpipers,  50  Least  Sandpipers,  2 
Stilt  Sandpipers,  and  75  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  20  Feb  (WS,  GM  et  al).  A Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs was  present  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda 
throughout  the  period  (AD).  A flock  of  19 
Sanderlings  wintered  in  Bermuda  (AD).  Two 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  remained  at  Port 
Royal  G.C.,  Bermuda  until  27  Dec  (FA).  In 
Barbados,  a Spotted  Redshank  was  at  Congo 
Rd.  11  Dec  (MF,  EM).  There  were  18  Red 
Knots  and  over  100  Dunlins  and  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  on  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Abaco  25 
Jan  (EB).  Six  Long-billed  Dowitchers  were 
identified  at  Harrold  and  Wilson  Ponds  N.P., 
New  Providence  11  Feb+  (PD,  AW,  ph.  TH). 

On  26-27  Jan,  5+  Pomarine  Jaegers  were 
seen  off  Soufriere  Bay,  St.  Lucia  (MF,  EM)  dur- 
ing a whale-watching  boat  trip  about  5-6  km 
offshore.  In  the  evening,  similar  numbers  were 
seen  inshore,  scoped  from  a hotel  balcony  at 
Anse  Chastanet  Resort.  A possible  imm.  Para- 
sitic Jaeger  was  noted  among  the  Pomarines  26 
Jan;  there  is  no  record  for  St.  Lucia.  A Laugh- 
ing Gull  at  Grande  Anse,  Grenada  30  Dec  (SB) 
was  unusual  there.  In  Barbados,  a Laughing 
Gull  was  seen  at  Bridgetown  Port  1 Jan  during 
heavy  rains  (a  rarity  in  winter;  MF);  and  a very 
early  Laughing  Gull  was  noted  27  Jan  at 
Soufriere  Bay,  St.  Lucia  (MF).  Wintering  Black- 
headed Gulls  peaked  at  7 in  Great  Sound, 
Bermuda  5 Jan  (PW),  and  2 were  noted  at  the 
n.  end  of  Barbados  26  Dec  (MF,  EM).  The  Ba- 
hamas’ and  West  Indies’  first  substantiated 
record  of  Iceland  Gull  was  found  at  Arawak 
Cay,  Nassau  7 Feb  (PD,  LH,  ph.  LL);  it  spent 
the  rest  of  the  season  hanging  out  at  the  three 
conch-  and  fish-cleaning  sites  in  Nassau.  The 
only  previous  report  of  an  Iceland  Gull  was 
probably  a third-cycle  bird  near  Islands  Seas 
Resort,  Grand  Bahama  5 Feb  2004  (RLN).  Two 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  seen  at  Para- 
dise L,  Bahamas  31  Jan  (SD,  ph.  RC).  Else- 
where, one  was  noted  St.  Lucy,  Barbados  18 
Nov  (MF  et  al);  4,  plus  2 Ring-billed  Gulls, 
were  at  McKinnons,  Antigua  31  Dec  (SB);  one 
was  on  Little  Stirrup  Cay  (Coco  Cay),  Berry 
Is.,  Bahamas  11  Dec  (CD);  and  the  Grand  Ba- 
hama and  New  Providence  C.B.C.s  found  95 
and  18,  respectively.  New  Providence  had  7 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  on  its  Christmas 
count,  and  singles  were  reported  from  West 
End,  Grand  Bahama  19  Eeb  (BP)  and  McLean’s 
Town  21  Feb  (LM  et  al).  A Black-legged  Kitti- 
wake  photographed  w.  of  Grand  Bahama  20 
Feb  (ph.  LM)  furnished  the  3rd  record  for  the 
Bahamas.  Five  were  picked  up  at  Guadeloupe 
(AL),  and  2 were  salvaged  at  Barbados  (MF, 
EM);  all  of  these  birds  died.  A first-cycle  bird 


passed  South  Pt.,  Barbados  22  Feb  (fide  EM), 
and  one  exhausted  bird  found  as  far  s.  as  To- 
bago (MK)  was  picked  up  and  subsequently 
released  13  Feb.  In  Barbados,  a Gull-billed 
Tern  at  Golden  Grove  1 1 Dec  appeared  to  be  of 
the  Old  World  subspecies  nilotica  (EM, 
MF).  The  Caspian  Tern  that  spent  the  fall 
around  New  Providence  was  last  seen  4 Dec  at 
Caves  Pt.  (AW).  A Common  Tern  found  at  Las 
Salinas  refuge,  Zapata,  Cuba  20  Feb  was  a 
good  find  (GM,  WS  et  al.).  A Forster’s  Tern  was 
seen  in  Great  Sound,  Bermuda  1-5  Jan  (AD).  A 
moribund  Atlantic  Puffin  was  found  on  Non- 
such L,  Bermuda  24  Feb  (JF). 

QUAIL-DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Four  Blue-headed  Quail-Doves  (vulnerable) 
were  seen  at  Guanahacabibes  N.P.,  Cuba  16 
Feb  (WS,  GM  et  al.);  the  same  group  found 
35  Cuban  Parakeets  at  Bermejas  19  Feb.  A 
flock  of  15-20  Monk  Parakeets  near  Ocean 
Reef  Yacbt  Club,  Grand  Bahama,  first  report- 
ed early  Dec,  was  probably  locally  released 
(EG,  BP).  Four  Cuban  Parrots  were  noted  20 
Feb  at  Bermejas  (WS,  GM  et  al.).  A late  influx 
of  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  included  3 in  the 
West  End,  Bermuda  17  Dec  (DW,  K63rRL); 
one  was  at  St.  George’s  Park,  Grand  Bahama 
13  Dec  (BP).  It  is  not  known  whether  Bur- 
rowing Owls  still  nest  on  Grand  Bahama,  but 
Purdy  observed  one  in  his  yard  in  Freeport  26 
Dec.  A Short-eared  Owl  was  seen  at  Bermuda 
Airport  27  Dec  (DBW).  The  first  Chuck- 
will’s-widow  of  the  year  was  heard  at  Coral 
Harbour,  New  Providence  16  Feb  (CW).  A 
Ruby-tbroated  Hummingbird  was  seen  in 
Botanical  Gardens,  Bermuda  2 Jan  (AD,  FD), 
one  was  at  Lyford  Cay,  New  Providence  28  Jan 


(AW),  and  2 were  in  Gates’s  yard  at  Lucaya, 
Grand  Bahama  22  Feh  (ph.  LM).  Seven  Bee 
Hummingbird  were  seen  16  Feb  at  Guanaha- 
cabibes N.P.  (WS,  GM  et  al).  Damage  to  this 
species’  preferred  habitats  by  hurricanes  con- 
tinues to  be  extensive;  the  very  visible  nega- 
tive effects  of  the  four  massive  hurricane 
strikes  of  autumn  2008  make  the  good  count 
of  7 all  the  more  remarkahle. 

Single  Eastern  Phoebes  were  seen  at 
McLean’s  Town  and  Pelican  Pt.,  Grand  Bahama 
7 Feb  (BP).  A Western  Kingbird  was  seen  at 
Lover’s  L.,  Bermuda  18  Jan  (AD,  DW).  Two 
Western  Kingbirds  were  found  on  the  New 
Providence  C.B.C.  14  Dec,  and  2 were  at  the 
fruit  farm,  Abaco  2-3  Jan  (EB,  TH,  AW).  Gray 
Kingbirds  are  staying  longer  and  returning  ear- 
lier. They  were  reported  at  Emerald  G.C., 
Grand  Bahama  13  Dec  (BP),  Prospect  Ridge, 
New  Providence  14  Dec  (AW),  Abaco  N.P  16 
Dec  OHh),  and  in  Nassau  5 & 9 Feb  (JTn). 
The  last  two  sightings,  the  first  ever  in  early 
Feb,  may  possibly  refer  to  the  same  bird.  Two 
Giant  Kingbirds  (threatened)  were  observed 
near  La  Gitira  Protected  Area  18  Feb  (WS,  GM 
et  al.)  were  a particularly  good  find.  Four  Palm 
Crows  were  seen  at  Sierra  de  Cubitas,  Cam- 
agiiey  Province,  Cuba  22  Feb  (WS,  GM  et  al). 
There  was  good  birding  at  Port  Louis,  Guade- 
loupe 24  Dec  when  Levesque  found  a White- 
eyed Vireo — the  country’s  first.  Blue-headed 
Vireos,  rare  in  the  Bahamas,  were  found  at 
Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  16  Jan  (EB,  Becky  Marvil) 
and  Grand  Bahama  21  Feb  (LM).  A late  flock 
of  16  Tree  Swallows  was  at  the  East  End  dair)’ 
10  Dec  (DO),  with  at  least  20  remaining  in 
Bermuda  28  Feb  and  later.  Two  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallows  were  at  Cloverdale, 
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Bermuda  2 Jan  and  at  various  other  locations 
through  28  Feb  (DW).  The  South  Abaco 
C.B.C.  found  30  Bahama  Swallows  16  Dec;  2 
were  seen  over  the  pine  woods  near  Coral  Har- 
bour, New  Providence  14  Feb  (CW);  several 
were  seen  between  Fresh  Creek  and  Red  Bays, 
North  Andros  15-16  Feb  (CW);  and  2-3  were 
near  High  Rock,  Grand  Bahama  21  Feb  (LM, 
BP).  From  Guadeloupe,  a Tree  Swallow,  the 
2nd  for  Guadeloupe,  was  at  Port-Louis  Swamp 
25  Jan  together  with  300  Barn  and  10  Bank 
Swallows,  while  a roost  of  35  Caribbean  Mar- 
tins were  at  Point  a Pitre  (AT).  A single  Bank 
Swallow  was  found  among  Barn  Swallows  in 
the  area  of  Point  Salines  Airport,  Grenada  26- 
27  Dec  (SB).  From  St.  Lucia,  a very  early  re- 
turning Caribbean  Martin  was  seen  26  Jan  at 
Mottle  a Chique.  Single  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallows  were  at  cen.  Andros  16  Feb 
(CW)  and  Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  20  Feb 
(LM  et  ah).  Brown-headed  Nuthatches  are  be- 
coming increasingly  hard  to  find  on  Grand  Ba- 
hama, so  2 noted  across  the  hwy.  from  Owl 
Hole  Rd.  21  Feb  was  reassuring  (LM  et  ah). 
Kirkconnell  and  Garrido  estimate  that  only 
160  pairs  of  critically  endangered  Zapata 
Wrens  survive.  Eight  singing  males  were  heard 
in  the  nw.  portion  of  the  swamp  near  Rio  Ha- 
tiguanico  16  Feb  (fide  BM),  and  2 were  seen 
there  21  Feb  (WS,  GM  et  ah).  A Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  was  at  Morgan’s  Pt.,  Bermuda 
27  Dec  (EA).  A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  possi- 
bly the  first  for  Abaco,  was  found  at  the  fruit 
farm  3 Jan  (TH).  Cuban  Gnatcatchers  were 
present  at  Najasa,  Camagiiey  Province,  Cuba 
22  Eeb  but  were  hard  to  locate  (WS,  GM  et 
ah).  In  Bermuda,  single  Wood  Thrushes  were 
seen  at  Ferry  Point  Park  18  Jan  (AD,  DW)  and 
Wreck  Road  mangroves  29  Jan  (AD).  A Hermit 
Thrush  was  at  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  23  Jan 
(ADe,  JW,  JDW).  An  American  Pipit  was  at 
Bermuda  Airport  9 Dec  (JM,  PW). 

On  27  Dec,  Levesque  found  six  different 
warbler  species — Hooded,  Blue-winged  Pro- 
thonotary,  and  Black-and-white  Warblers, 
Northern  Waterthrush,  American  Redstart — 
at  Port  Louis,  Guadeloupe.  Of  23  wintering 
warbler  species  in  Bermuda,  the  more  unusu- 
al included  at  least  4 Blue-winged  Warblers 
and  single  Nashville,  Prothonotary,  and 
Swainson’s  Warblers.  A Blue-winged  Warbler 
was  at  the  fruit  farm,  Abaco  4 Jan  (EB,  AW). 
On  24  Dec,  a Blue-winged  Warbler,  the 
5th  for  Guadeloupe,  was  found  at  Port  Louis 
(AL).  A Tennessee  Warbler  behind  Maria  La 
Gorda  Resort,  Guanahacabibes,  Cuba  16  Feb 
was  unexpected  (WS,  GM  et  ah);  this  is  at  the 
westernmost  point  of  the  island.  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  are  usually  not  common  on 
Great  Inagua,  the  southernmost  island  in  the 
Bahamas,  but  Green  reported  them  as  very 


common  15-18  Jan.  Eastern  Palm  Warblers 
were  seen  at  Rock  Sound  2 Dec  and  22  Feb 
(ADe,  ECo,  JT,  JDW).  A Yellow-throated  War- 
bler was  in  the  Sugar  Bay  mangrove  forest,  St. 
Croix  24  Jan  (LY).  The  Kirtland’s  Warbler  Re- 
search and  Training  Project  banded  28  Kirt- 
land’s Warblers  on  Eleuthera,  Bahamas 
through  Feb  and  sighted  12  previously  band- 
ed Kirtland’s,  one  of  which  nested  in  Wiscon- 
sin last  summer  (fide  JDW).  The  forest  ad- 
joining Wallings  Res.,  Antigua  hosted  both 
Magnolia  and  Kentucky  Warblers  21  Dec; 
Hooded  Warbler  and  Northern  Parula  were 
noted  the  following  day  (SB);  also  at  Antigua, 
there  were  counts  of  6 American  Redstarts 
and  2 Black-and-white  Warblers  22  Dec  (SB). 
A Wilson’s  Warbler  was  at  Winton  Highway 
Garden,  Nassau  27-28  Jan  (LH);  another  was 
seen  3 Jan  during  a C.B.C.  at  the  Sierra  de  Ba- 
horuco  N.P,  Dominican  Republic  (MAT  et 
ah).  A Louisiana  Waterthrush,  rare  on  St. 
Croix,  was  seen  at  Caledonia  Gut  3 Jan  (CB, 
LY)  and  again  14  Feb  (DJ,  RO).  In  Guade- 
loupe, on  was  found  at  Grosse  Corde  R. 
13  Dec  and  18  Dec  (AL)  for  one  of  the  south- 
ernmost sightings.  Oriente  Warblers  were 
plentiful  at  Sierra  de  Cubitas,  Camagiiey 
Province,  Cuba  22  Feb  (fide  AW).  On  Quill 
Mt.,  St.  Eustatius,  an  Antillean  Euphonia  was 
seen  28  Jan  KH)-  Single  Summer  Tan- 
agers  were  seen  in  Bermuda  at  Mid-Ocean 
G.C.  6 Dec  (DBW),  Tudor  Farm  10  Dec 
(DW),  and  Jenningsland  14  Dec-4  Feb  QM). 

Introduced  Cuban  Grassquits  outnum- 
bered the  native  Black-faced  Grassquits  more 
than  4 to  1 on  the  New  Providence  C.B.C.  Sa- 
vannah Sparrows  wintered  in  good  numbers 
at  Gladstone  Road  Agricultural  Centre,  New 
Providence  and  near  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 
(PD,  EB,  SW,  MM).  Single  Lincoln’s  Sparrows 
were  found  in  Bermuda  at  Lukes  Farm  1 Dec 
and  Spittal  Pond  16  Dec  (DW).  On  Abaco, 
Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  at  the  Sandy  Pt. 
dump  16  Dec  (EB)  and  Treasure  Cay  10  Jan 
(EB,  BB).  A Lapland  Longspur  was  heard 
overhead  at  Bermuda  Airport  10  Dec  (PH).  A 
flock  of  18  Snow  Buntings  was  present  at 
Bermuda  Airport  27  Dec-18  Jan  (DBW).  Two 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  at  Estate 
Windsor  17  Jan  (CCB,  LY),  the  2nd  record  for 
St.  Croix.  A Dickcissel  was  seen  at  Boaz  L, 
Bermuda  4 Jan  (DH),  and  a Bobolink  was  at 
the  same  location  26  Dec  (PH).  A Red-winged 
Blackbird  was  in  Mills  Creek  mangroves, 
Bermuda  19-28  Feb  and  later  QT)-  A pair  of 
Red-shouldered  Blackbirds  was  seen  in  Cien- 
aga  de  Zapata  19  Feb  (WS,  GM  et  ah).  A 
Shiny  Cowbird  was  at  the  blackbird  roost  in 
Lucaya,  Grand  Bahama  16  Dec  (AW).  Three 
Baltimore  Orioles  were  found  on  the  New 
Providence  C.B.C.,  and  singles  were  at  Reef 


G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  16  Dec  (AW,  CBC),  Tom 
Robert’s  Arboretum,  Abaco  3 Jan  (AW,  CB-C) 
and  18  Feb  (BB),  and  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera 
21  Jan  (JW,  JDW,  SJ,  ADe,  JT).  A male  Balti- 
more Oriole  was  seen  at  Sugar  Bay  mangrove 
forest,  St  Croix.  24  Jan  (LY).  Two  Common 
Redpolls  were  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  10 
Eeb  (PW,  KR,  SBa). 

Addenda:  At  least  three  pairs  of  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  were  found  breeding  at  St. 
Philip,  Barbados  in  Oct  2008  (RB).  A Gull- 
billed Tern  seen  feeding  at  Ensenada  Sombe, 
Vieques,  Puerto  Rico  5 Sep  2008  provided  an 
apparent  first  island  record  (ph.  DG  et  ah).  A 
White-winged  Tern — furnishing  the  5th  record 
for  Barbados — was  at  Bright  Hall,  St.  Lucy  19 
Oct  (EM).  Alfredo  D.  Colon  reported  a pair  of 
Blue-fronted  Parrots  n.  of  the  Rio  Piedras 
Botanical  Gardens  15  Oct  2008  and  noted  that 
exotic  parrots  are  a major  concern  for  the  criti- 
cally endangered  Puerto  Rican  Parrot. 

Observers:  Peter  Adhemar,  Eric  Amos, 
Stephen  Barton  (SBa),  John  Harold  Bethell 
QHB),  Pericles  & Oda  Brea,  Betsy  Bracey,  El- 
wood  Bracey,  Simon  Buckingham  (SB),  Roger 
Burke,  Casper  Burrows,  Eric  Carey  (EC),  Jef- 
fery Climie,  Ross  Conover,  Elise  Corliss 
(ECo),  Carol  Cramer-Burke,  Paul  Dean, 
Alana  Demko  (ADe),  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore, 
Andrew  Dobson  (AD),  Eiona  Dobson,  Caleb 
Dye,  Carol  Foil,  Sheelagh  Fromer,  Martin 
Frost,  Joe  Furbert,  Lynn  Gape,  Erika  Gates, 
Daphne  Gemmill,  M.  Clay  Green,  Tim  Guida, 
Lee  Hanna,  Tony  Hepburn,  Kirsten  Hines,  Pe- 
ter Hopkin,  David  Janas,  Scott  Johnson,  Mar- 
tyn  Kenefick,  Arturo  Kirkconnell,  James 
Kushlan,  Miguel  Angel  Landestoy,  Kay  & Ray 
Latter,  Anthony  Levesque,  Lionel  Levine,  Je- 
remy Madeiros,  Magnus  Magnusson,  Larry 
Manfredi,  Gary  Markowski,  Blake  Maybank, 
Eddie  Massiah,  Neil  McKinney,  Alcides 
Morales,  Mike  Morel,  Robert  L.  Norton, 
David  O’Neill,  Rudy  O’Reilly,  Jr.,  Ornithology 
Group  of  the  Bahamas  National  Trust  (OG), 
John  & Marion  Peacock  Q&MP),  Bruce  Pur- 
dy, Gerd  Rotzell,  Ed  & Eileen  del  Rosso 
(E&EDR),  Keith  Rossi  ter,  William  Suarez, 
Jennifer  Thieme,  John  Thompson 
David  Wallace  (DW),  Carolyn  Wardle,  Paul 
Watson,  Samantha  Whitcraft,  Anthony 
White,  Jennifer  D.  White,  David  Wingate 
(DBW),  Joe  Wunderle  QW),  Lisa  Yntema. 


Robert  L.  Norton,  8960  NE  Waldo  Road 
Gainesville,  Florida  32609,  (corvus0486(S)aol.com) 
Anthony  White,  P.O.  Box  2531 
Jackson,  Wyoming,  (spindalis@verizon.net) 

Andrew  Dobson,  117  Middle  Road 

Warwick  PG  01  Bermuda,  (ADobson@warwickacad.bm) 
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This  was  not  a memorable  winter  for 
unusual  species.  There  were  no  pelag- 
ic birding  trips,  but  some  very  inter- 
esting observations  and  photographs  were 
submitted  by  researchers  of  the  Cascadia  Re- 
search Collective  (C.R.C.)  from  off  the  Kona 
coast  of  the  Big  Island  of  Hawaii.  Their  re- 
ports suggest  that  local  birders  might  want  to 
try  to  spend  more  time  on  the  water  during 
the  winter.  Dry  and  stable  weather  in  early 
December  gave  way  to  a very  wet  spell  from 
10  December  through  3 January,  with  serious 
flooding  in  several  areas.  Drier  weather  pre- 
vailed through  the  rest  of  the  season. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
ALBATROSSES 

Migrant  geese  were  fewer  and  less  varied  than 
a year  earlier.  A Greater  White-fronted  Goose 
remained  at  the  Kii  unit  of  James  Campbell 
N.W.R.,  Oahu  I.  Dec+  (m.ob.).  The  only  other 
Greater  White-fronted  was  a bird  that  has 
been  resident  at  Waiakea  Pond  in  Hilo,  Hawaii 
I.  for  several  years  (m.ob.).  Greater  White- 
fronteds  are  rare  in  the  Region  but  have  ap- 
peared more  frequently  in  the  past  several 
years.  Very  rare  in  the  Region,  an  Emperor 
Goose  was  found  dead  at  Midway  Atoll 
N.W.R.  17  Dec  (EV).  In  contrast  to  the  previ- 
ous winter,  only  2 Brant  were  reported:  one  at 
the  aquaculture  ponds  in  Kahuku,  Oahu  I. 
Dec  + (MW,  MO)  and  one  at  Aimakapa  Pond, 
Hawaii  I.  10-11  Dec  (PW),  22  Dec  (RD),  and 
26  Jan  (RP).  A Cackling  Goose  accompanied 
the  Greater  White-fronted  at  Kii  Dec+ 
(m.ob.).  Three  Cacklings  were  counted  at 
Kealia  Pond  N.W.R. , Maui  I.  8 Jan  (MN),  and 
4 were  found  there  21  Jan  (MN).  Hawaiian 
Geese  (Endangered),  or  Nene,  continue  to  ex- 
pand their  range  in  lowland  areas.  One  at 
Kealia  5 Feb  represents  the  first  record  for  the 
refuge;  2 had  been  seen  in  cornfields  near  the 
refuge  for  several  months  (MN).  Numbers  of 
some  regularly  occurring  duck  species  were 
rather  low  again  this  winter.  There  were  pret- 
ty good  numbers  of  wigeons  on  Oahu  I.,  with 
26  American  Wigeons  and  6 Eurasian 


Wigeons  counted  at  the  Punamano  Unit  of 
James  Campbell  N.W.R.,  Oahu  1.  15  Jan  (MO). 
The  peak  count  of  Northern  Shovelers  was 
177  at  Kealia  26  Jan  (MN),  and  the  peak  count 
of  Northern  Pintails  was  52  at  Punamano  12 
Feb  (MO).  The  largest  count  of  bay  ducks  was 
a flock  of  10  Lesser  Scaup  and  a Greater  Scaup 
at  the  Kuilima  S.T.P.  23  Dec  (PD,  RM). 

Laysan  Albatross  nested  in  record  numbers 
on  Oahu  I.,  with  53  nests  counted  at  Kaena 
Pt.  and  22  at  Kuaokala.  These  birds  are  ex- 
tremely vulnerable  to  predators.  Dogs  killed 
at  least  5 Laysans  in  Kahuku,  Oahu  1.  8 Feb 
(LY).  Albatrosses  are  seldom  reported  near 
Hawaii  I.,  so  a Black-footed  Albatross  seen  off 
the  Kona  coast  3 Dec  was  notable  (ph.  DW, 
C.R.C. ).  The  Short-tailed  Albatross  (Endan- 
gered) spotted  on  Laysan  I.  early  Nov  re- 
mained through  at  least  26  Feb  (ph.  LD,  JC, 
MH,  MM).  Four  Short-taileds  were  observed 
on  Midway  in  Dec — an  unusually  high  count 
for  this  very  rare  bird  there  (EV). 

IBIS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A White-faced  Ibis  at  the  Honouliuli  unit  of 
Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.  Dec+  (PD,  MW)  and  one 
at  Kealia  4 Dec  (MN)  were  the  only  ibis  re- 
ported. White-faceds  have  been  regular  for 
several  years,  but  their  numbers  have  dwin- 
dled. On  Oahu  I.,  a Peregrine  Falcon  was  ob- 
served in  Waikiki  5 Dec  and  in  e.  Honolulu  6- 
7 Feb  (WO).  A Peregrine  was  spotted  at  Kealia 
21  Jan  (MN).  This  was  a quiet  season  for  un- 
usual shorebird  species.  A Black-bellied  Plover 
was  seen  at  Honouliuli  4 Dec  (PD),  and  one 
(possibly  the  same  individual)  was  seen  at 
nearby  West  Loch  Shoreline  Park  21  Jan  (PD). 
Two  Semipahnated  Plovers  were  found  at 
Kealia  4 Dec  (MN)  and  2 at  Kanaha  Pond, 
Maui  I.  13  Jan  (MN).  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  was 
seen  at  the  Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor 
N.W.R.  5 Dec,  and  one  was  at  Ohiapilo  Pond, 
Molokai  1.  31  Dec-30  Jan  (ADY).  Black-bellied 
and  Semipahnated  Plovers  and  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs are  regular  in  the  Region  but  have 
been  found  in  very  small  numbers  for  the  past 
several  years.  A Spotted  Sandpiper  was  ob- 
served in  Kapaa,  Kauai  I.  16  Dec  (AL).  The 
bird  was  also  heard  calling,  and  the  observer 


^ A Researchers  with  Cascadia  Research  Collective 
(C.R.C.)  spent  14  days  on  the  water  off  the  Kona 
coast  of  the  Big  Island  of  Hawaii  1-16  Dec  studying  ma- 
rine mammals.  They  also  observed  and  photographed 
seabirds.  This  Region  spans  over  2500  km^  of  ocean,  and 
there  are  never  enough  pelagic  observations  to  provide 
adequate  distributional  information  on  birds  in  this  envi- 
ronment. Winter  reports  of  pelagic  seabirds  are  especially 
sparse,  so  these  reports  were  very  valuable. 

Here  is  a summary  of  the  CR.C.  bird  observations: 


Black-footed  Albatross 

1 

Hawaiian  Petrel 

5 

unidentified  gadfly  petrel 

39 

Wedge-tailed  Shearwater 

212 

Sooty  Shearwater 

n 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

3 

Red-tailed  Tropicbird 

1 

White-tailed  Tropicbird 

9 

unidentified  tropicbird 

2 

Masked  Booby 

1 

Brown  Booby  ’ 

7 

Red-footed  Booby 

2 

Great  Frigatebird 

2 

Red  Phalarope 

3 

Laughing  Gull 

3 

Black  Noddy 

3 

unidentified  jaeger  , 

. 3 : 

Peter  Pyle  assisted  in  the  review  of  nearly  1000 
seabird  images,  and  we  were  able  to  identify  a number  of 
Black-winged  and  White-necked  Petrels  and  a Long- 
tailed Jaeger  among  the  images.  It  is  starting  to  look  as 
though  Black-winged  Petrel  is  one  of  the  most  regular 
migrant  petrels  in  the  Region,  found  year-round  but  per- 
haps with  lower  densities  in  winter.  White-necked  Petrels 
have  been  rarely  reported,  but  they  may  be  more  regular 
than  previously  supposed,  with  the  great  majority  of 
records  occurring  Nov-Dec.  Long-tailed  Jaegers  are  very 
rare  in  the  Region,  and  this  is  the  first  record  for  Dec. 

was  familiar  enough  with  both  Spotted  and 
Common  Sandpipers  to  rule  out  the  possibili- 
ty the  bird  was  a Common.  Spotted  Sandpipers 
are  rare  in  the  Region.  A Whimbrel  remained 
in  s.  Molokai  Nov+  (ADY).  Whimbrels  are  typ- 
ically rare  but  regular  in  the  Region.  Up  to  7 
Whimbrels  wintered  on  Molokai  I.  Dec+ 
(ADY),  and  as  many  as  26  wintered  in  the 
Kahuku  area  on  Oahu  I.  (m.ob.).  Numbers  on 
Oahu  may  have  been  higher  than  that,  but  the 
curlews  did  not  gather  in  one  large  flock  in  the 
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evening,  so  they  were  not  so  easy  to  count. 
Two  Least  Sandpipers  were  observed  at  Kealia 
4 Dec  (MN).  Leasts  are  regular  but  uncommon 
in  the  Region,  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  seen 
at  Waiawa  5 Dec  (PD),  and  one  was  seen  at 
Poipu,  Kauai  1.  24  Dec  (AL).  Pectorals  are  reg- 
ular in  the  fall  but  much  less  common  in  win- 
ter in  the  Region.  A Dunlin  and  a Curlew 
Sandpiper  were  seen  at  Waiawa  5 & 30  Dec 
and  24  Feb  (PD).  Dunlins  are  regular  and 
Curlew  Sandpipers  are  rare  in  the  Region,  so  it 
was  good  the  two  species  could  be  compared. 
A snipe  was  seen  at  Honotiliuli  3 Jan  (PD, 
RM),  and  another  was  seen  at  Kii  21  Feb  (PD, 
RM);  neither  was  seen  well  enough  to  deter- 
mine the  species,  but  the  bird  at  Flonouliuli 
was  in  the  same  area  where  a Common  Snipe 
had  been  seen  during  the  fall.  Wilsons  Snipe 
are  regular  in  the  Region,  while  Common 
Snipe  are  rare.  Besides  the  3 Red  Phalaropes 
seen  off  Kona  in  Dec  (C.R.C.),  3 were  observed 
on  Laysan  1.  21  Dec-19  Jan  (ph.  LD,JC,  MH, 
MM),  and  one  was  seen  on  Midway  22  Dec 
(EV).  Red  Phalaropes  are  rare  enough  in  the 
Region  that  it  is  unusual  to  receive  this  many 
reports  in  a season. 

GULLS  THROUGH  PASSERINES 

Laughing  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  are  two  of  the 
most  commonly  reported  gull  species  in  the 
Region.  One  to  2 Laughings  and  one  to  3 Ring- 


billeds  were  seen  regularly  in  Kahuku,  Oahu  1. 
Dec+  (m.ob.).  A Bonaparte’s  Gull,  an  uncom- 
mon species  in  the  Region,  was  observed  at 
Honouliuli  Dec+  (MW,  RM,  PD).  Large  gulls 
were  sparse,  but  an  unusually  dark  first-cycle 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  was  seen  on  Laysan  1. 
14-15  Dec  (ph.  LD,  JC,  MH,  MM),  and  up  to  2 
first-cycle  Glaucous-wingeds  were  seen  on 
Midway  23-27  Dec  (EV).  Glaucous-winged 
Gulls  are  regular  in  the  Region  but  have  been 
unusually  scarce  in  the  past  few  years.  A Black- 
legged Kittiwake  was  found  recently  dead  on 
Midway  23  Dec  (EV),  and  one  seen  alive  on 
Laysan  1.  30  Jan  was  found  dead  the  next  day 
(ph.  LD,  JC,  MH,  MM).  The  species  is  rare  in 
the  Region.  A Caspian  Tern  was  seen  in  Ka- 
neohe, Oahu  1.  20  Dec  on  the  C.B.C.  (PD  et 
al.)  and  spotted  again  5 Jan  (MW).  A Common 
Tern  observed  at  Hanapepe,  Kauai  1.  10  Dec 
(ph.  AL)  has  been  present  for  several  months. 
A Black  Tern,  rare  in  the  Region,  was  seen  on 
the  Kuilima  G.C,  in  Kahuku,  Oahu  1.  19-20 
Dec  (DC).  The  bird  was  seen  nearby  at  Kii  22 
Dec  (GF)  and  at  Punamano  23  Dec  (ph.  PD, 
RM).  The  bird  was  searched  for  repeatedly 
through  late  Dec  but  was  not  seen  again. 

One  Puaiohi  (Endangered),  a very  rare  na- 
tive thrush,  was  seen  in  the  Alakai  Swamp, 
Kauai  1.  28  Jan  (JR).  Eight  Greater  Necklaced 
Laughing-thrushes  were  spotted  along 
Kalalau  Trail  in  n.  Kauai  3 Jan  (AL),  and  2-4 


were  found  in  Huleia  N.W.R,  in  s.  Kauai  28 
Jan  (DL).  These  exotic  babblers  seem  to  be 
widespread  but  are  very  elusive.  Saffron 
Finches  were  reported  in  scattered  locations 
of  e.  through  sw.  Kauai  (CG,  NH,  PW,  DL); 
they  seem  well  on  their  way  to  becoming  es- 
tablished on  Kauai  1.  Single  Akekee  were 
found  in  Kokee  S.P.,  Kauai  1.  14  (AL)  & 29 
Jan  (DL),  and  3 were  found  28  Jan  QR,  DK, 
JB,  MW).  This  species  seems  to  have  de- 
creased in  number  over  the  past  several  years 
and  is  now  difficult  to  find  in  areas  where  it 
could  be  found  easily  several  years  ago. 

Contributors:  Arleone  Dibben- Young  (ADY), 
Robin  Baird,  Cascadia  Research  Collective 
(C.R.C.),  Jennifer  Chastant,  Debra  Colvin, 
Reg  David,  Peter  Donaldson,  Annie  Douglas, 
Darren  Dowell,  Lisa  Dlugoleki,  George  Fish- 
er, Brad  Hanson,  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail 
(H.FT.),  Matt  Henschen,  David  Kuhn,  Aaron 
Lang,  Dan  Lindsay,  Richard  May,  McKinzie 
Mudge,  Mike  Nishimoto,  Mike  Ord,  Wendi 
Overmyer,  Rob  Pacheco,  Darren  Roberts, 
Brooks  Rownd,  Jim  Rowoth,  Mai  Sakai,  Greg 
Schorr,  Forest  & Kim  Starr,  Eric  VanderWerf, 
Michael  Walther,  Daniel  Webster,  Patricia 
Williams,  Lindsay  Young.  @ 


Peter  Donaldson,  2375  Ahakapu  Street 
Pearl  City,  Hawaii  96782,  (pdnldsn.bircl@mac.com) 
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I 


I Figure  1 . Adult  male  Kirtland's  Warbler  (center  of  photograph)  at  Kennebunk  Plains,  Kennebunk,  York  County,  Maine,  2 June  2008.  Photograph  by  Trevor  B.  Persons. 


; Abstract 

1 This  article  documents  the  first  record  of  Kirt- 
. land’s  Warbler  (Dendroica  kirtlandii)  from 
I Maine,  an  adult  male  found  singing  at  Ken- 
" nebunk  Plains  in  Kennebunk,  York  County  on 

2June  2008.  We  discuss  this  record  in  the  con- 
' text  of  current  status  and  trends  of  the  breed- 
I ing  population  and  highlight  a 1916  report  of 
I a Kirtland’s  Warbler  from  Massachusetts. 

I Field  encounter 

On  2 June  2008,  Persons  discovered  a Kirt- 
,j  land’s  Warbler  (Dendroica  kirtlandii)  at  Ken- 
I nebunk  Plains  Wildlife  Management  Area  in 
I Kennebunk,  York  County,  Maine  at  about 
j 1030  EDT.  While  conducting  snake  surveys 
j for  Black  Racers  (Coluber  constrictor),  he  was 
, surprised  to  hear  a loud,  unfamiliar  warbler 
I song  from  a nearby  stand  of  Pitch  Pine  (Finns 
I rigida).  When  the  bird  was  quickly  located,  he 
j was  even  more  surprised  to  see  an  adult  male 


Kirtland’s  Warbler.  It  was  observed  through 
binoculars  from  as  close  as  7-8  meters  for 
about  15  minutes  before  Persons  left  the  site 
to  use  a pay  phone  a short  distance  away.  The 
bird  was  not  relocated  later  the  same  after- 
noon or  on  subsequent  visits  in  subsequent 
days.  During  the  encounter,  numerous  photo- 
graphs (color  slides)  were  taken.  However,  the 
camera  equipment  at  hand — a manual  focus 
Pentax  K-1000  SLR  camera  body  with  a Pen- 
tax  50mm  macro  lens — was  better  suited  for 
its  intended  purpose  (close-up  photography 
of  amphibians  and  reptiles)  than  for  photo- 
graphing birds.  The  single  best  image  overall 
(Figure  1,  bird  in  center  of  photograph)  gives 
some  idea  of  the  challenge  in  documenting 
even  a relatively  cooperative  bird  in  this  way. 
An  enlargement  of  this  same  image  is  shown 
in  Figure  2.  (All  images,  some  highlighting 
other  identification  features,  are  on  file  with 
the  Maine  Bird  Records  Committee,  which 


unanimously  accepted  the  record.) 

Based  on  plumage,  the  bird  appeared  to  be 
a typical  adult  male.  The  back  was  bluish  gray 
with  heavy  dark  streaks,  the  throat  and  breast 
were  pale  yellow,  the  undertail  coverts  and 
lower  belly  were  nearly  white,  and  the  upper 
flanks  had  faint  dark  streaking.  The  head  was 
gray  with  bold  white  eye-arcs  above  and  be- 
low the  eyes,  and  the  area  around  the  lores 
was  black.  It  appeared  fairly  large  for  a Den- 
droica warbler,  especially  in  comparison  to 
Prairie  Warbler  (Dendroica  discolor),  which 
was  abundant  at  the  site.  The  bird’s  behavior 
was  typical  for  a Kirtland’s  Warbler.  It  was 
fairly  tame  and  foraged  in  the  Pitch  Pines,  par- 
ticularly in  fruiting  needle  clusters,  between 
about  1.5  and  4 meters  above  the  ground,  and 
often  bobbed  its  tail.  It  sang  frequently,  tbe 
song  consisting  of  4-6  loud,  low  rich  notes  ris- 
ing in  pitch  and  ending  with  a short  warble,  a 
typical  song  type  for  the  species. 
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Figure  2.  Adult  male  Kirtland's  Warbler  at  Kennebunk  Plains,  Kennebunk,  York  County,  Maine, 
2 June  2008,  enlargement  of  Figure  1 . Photograph  by  Trevor  B.  Persons. 


The  precise  location  of  the  sighting  was  a 
stand  of  Pitch  Pine  bordering  a small  pond, 
on  the  northern  periphery  of  a section  of  Ken- 
nebunk Plains  north  of  McGuire  Road.  The 
stand  is  roughly  a hectare  in  size  and  is  com- 
posed almost  entirely  of  young  Pitch  Pines 
between  2 and  8 meters  tall.  A few  small  Gray 
Birches  (Betida  populifolia)  are  present  at  the 
edges  of  the  stand.  The  soil  is  sandy,  and  un- 
derstory vegetation  is  fairly  sparse  and  is 
dominated  by  lowbush  blueberry  (Vacdniiim 
sp.),  Sweet  Fern  (Comptonia  percgrina) , and 
grasses  and  sedges.  Kennebunk  Plains,  a for- 
mer commercial  blueberry  barrens,  has  been 
restored  to  native  sandplain  grassland  and 
Pitch  Pine-Scrub  Oak  (Quercus  ilicifolia) 
woodland,  which  are  rare  habitats  in  Maine. 
The  area  is  co-owned  and  managed  by  The 
Nature  Conservancy  and  the  Maine  Depart- 
ment of  Inland  Fisheries  and  Wildlife.  The 
immediate  area  is  superhcially  similar  to  the 
young  Jack  Pine  (Finns  banksiana)  stands  typ- 
ical of  Kirtland’s  Warbler  breeding  habitat. 

Discussion 

Kirtland’s  Warbler  breeds  almost  entirely  in 
north-central  Lower  Michigan,  with  small  num- 
bers also  breeding  in  Michigan’s  Upper  Penin- 
sula (Probst  et  al.  2003).  Kirtland’s  Warblers 
have  also  been  recorded  during  the  breeding 
season  in  Wisconsin,  Ontario,  and  Quebec,  but 
most  of  these  represent  unmated  singing  male 
birds  (Harrington  1939,  Baillie  1952,  Dunn  and 
Garrett  1997,  Probst  et  al.  2003).  However, 
breeding  was  confirmed  in  Wisconsin  in  2007 
and  2008  (Petrucha,  unpubl.  data)  and  in  On- 
tario in  2006  and  2007  (Richard  2008),  and 
there  is  at  least  one  older  record  of  successful 
nesting  in  Ontario,  a pair  with  at  least  one  de- 
pendent juvenile  8-31  August  1945,  found  10 
km  northeast  of  Camp  Borden,  Simcoe  County 
(Speirs  1984,  James  1984). 

Annual  counts  of  singing  males  from 
throughout  the  breeding  range  reached  an  all- 
time  low  of  167  birds  as  recently  as  1987  but 
have  increased  steadily  since  then,  reaching  a 
new  all-time  high  of  1803  in  2008  (Figure  3). 
This  recent  population  increase  is  likely  a re- 
sult of  increases  in  available  breeding  habitat 
through  active  management  (Probst  et  al. 
2003)  and  continuation  of  systematic  Brown- 
headed Cowbird  (Molothms  ater)  removal  ef- 
forts (e.g.,  Mayfield  1992). 

Kirtland’s  Warbler  winters  on  islands 
throughout  the  Bahamas.  While  most  records 
are  from  the  northern  islands,  especially 
Grand  Bahama,  New  Providence,  and 
Eleuthera,  birds  have  been  recorded  south  to 
the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  and  Great  Inagua 
Island  (Stone  1986).  Recent  unconfirmed  re- 
ports exist  for  the  Dominican  Republic 


(Faanes  and  Haney  1989) 
and  Cuba  (Isada  2006), 
and  a Kirtland’s  Warbler 
was  photographed  during 
the  Bermuda  Christmas 
Bird  Count  on  18  Decem- 
ber 2004  (White  et  al. 

2005).  A November  sight 
record  from  "Veracruz, 

Mexico  (Lane  1975)  is 
considered  probably  in- 
correct (Dunn  and  Gar- 
rett 1997). 

Kirtland’s  Warblers  mi- 
grate directly  between  the 
Bahamas  and  Michigan 
(Dunn  and  Garrett  1997). 

As  part  of  work  with  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service’s  Kirtland’s  Warbler  Recovery  Team, 
Petrucha  has  maintained  an  extensive  database 
of  published  and  unpublished  sightings  of  Kirt- 
land’s Warblers  recorded  during  migration  and 
on  their  wintering  grounds.  These  generally  fall 
within  a broad  path  between  the  Bahamas  and 
Michigan,  and  the  dotted  range  map  in  Sibley 
(2000),  though  incomplete,  presents  a fairly  ac- 
curate picture  of  these  records  within  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  The  most  significant 
record  not  plotted  by  Sibley  (2000)  is  a 1916 
sight  record  from  Massachusetts  (Sherman 
1917),  which  aside  from  our  Maine  record  is 
the  only  known  report  from  New  England.  The 
species  has  also  never  been  recorded  in  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  or  the  Atlantic  provinces  of 
Canada.  Sherman  (1917)  provides  a perfect  de- 
scription of  both  plumage  and  behavior  (in- 
cluding constant  tail-wagging)  of  a Kirtland’s 
Warbler  seen  on  16  May  1916  in  Roslindale, 
Suffolk  County,  in  eastern  Massachusetts.  This 
record  was  noted  by  Eorbush  (1929),  Griscom 
and  Snyder  (1955),  Walkinshaw  (1983),  and 
Stone  (1986),  but  was  omitted  by  Dunn  and 
Garrett  (1997)  and  Sibley  (2000),  as  well  as  by 
Veit  and  Peterson  (1993)  in  their  comprehen- 
sive treatment  of  Massachusetts  birds.  While 
this  record  lacks  photographic  or  specimen 
documentation,  we  are  inclined  to  accept  it  as 
New  England’s  earliest  record  of  a Kirtland’s 
Warbler.  Some  reports  of  extralimital  Kirtland’s 
may  refer  to  Prairie  Warbler  or  other  tail-wag- 
ging species,  and  so  caution  is  in  order  when 
assessing  records  not  documented  by  photo- 
graphs. Several  reports  of  singing  Kirtland’s 
Warhlers  out  of  range  involve  birds  that  were 
heard  only,  not  seen;  because  warblers  have 
been  known  to  sing  songs  of  other  species — 
and  because  some  of  the  song-types  of  Kirt- 
land’s resemble  songs  of  Northern  Waterthrush 
(Seiurns  noveboracensis) — such  reports  may 
also  be  treated  with  skepticism. 

The  appearance  of  a Kirtland’s  Warbler  at 


Kennebunk  Plains  on  2 June  would  seem  rela- 
tively late  for  a migrant,  as  most  birds  arrive  on 
their  breeding  grounds  in  Michigan  by  mid- 
May  (Mayfield  1992),  but  this  bird  may  have 
been  present  in  the  area  for  some  time.  Vagrant 
Neotropical  migrants  in  spring  often  appear  in 
a window  that  is  several  weeks  later  than  the 
typical  arrival  window  on  the  breeding 
grounds  (Paul  E.  Lehman,  unpubl).  The 
Maine  bird’s  choice  of  habitat,  superficially 
similar  to  its  breeding  habitat  in  Michigan, 
suggests  it  may  have  been  attempting  to  estab- 
lish a territory.  The  latitudes  of  Kennebunk 
Plains  (43.4°  N)  and  of  the  core  breeding  area 
in  Lower  Michigan  (ca.  44.4°  north)  are  simi- 
lar, and  the  straight-line  distances  from  Nas- 
sau, Bahamas  to  these  two  areas  are  about  2120 
and  2250  kilometers,  respectively.  This  is  con- 
sistent with  the  idea  that  this  bird  migrated  the 
“correct”  distance  but  altered  its  trajectory  and 
landed  1100  kilometers  east  of  where  it  was 
likely  reared.  The  single  Kirtland’s  Warbler 
record  from  Quebec,  of  a banded  male  cap- 
tured 27  May  1978  in  the  Gatineau  Valley  in 
Kazabazua  (north  of  Ottawa,  Ontario)  at  46°  N 
(Chamberlain  and  McKeating  1978;  see 
Walkinshaw  1983),  also  fits  this  pattern  of  tim- 
ing and  migratory  distance. 

Although  the  appearance  of  a Kirtland’s 
Warbler  in  Maine  was  unexpected,  a general 
increase  in  records  and  reports  of  Kirtland’s 
Warblers  away  from  breeding  areas  should  not 
be  surprising.  Increases  in  records  of  long-dis- 
tance vagrants  are  often  correlated  with  popu- 
lation growth  of  the  species  in  at  least  a 
portion  of  its  range,  and  these  relatively  rare 
vagrants  may  in  fact  be  a disproportionately 
important  factor  in  population  expansion 
(Veit  2000).  The  rapidly  increasing  popula- 
tion, combined  with  saturation  of  breeding 
habitat  in  the  core  of  its  range  in  Lower  Michi- 
gan (Probst  et  al.  2003),  may  continue  to  spur 
Kirtland’s  Warblers  to  pioneer  into  new  areas 
in  the  near  future. 
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Singing  Male  Kirtland's  Warblers  1951-2008 


Figure  3.  Numbers  of  singing  male  Kirtland's  Warblers  recorded  on  spring  censuses,  1 951  through  2008.  The  first  three  censuses 
(1951, 1961,  and  1971)  were  decennial,  but  censuses  have  been  annual  since  1971.  Graphic  by  Michael  Petrucha. 
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Figure  1 . Typical  adult  Double-crested  Cormorant  in  breeding  condition  at  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma,  1 6 May 
2008.  The  all-black  plumage,  bright  orange  supraloral  and  loral  region,  and  bright  orange  gular  pouch  are  all  characteristic  of  breed- 
ing and  post-breeding  adults.  The  tail  is  relatively  short  (see  Figure  6),  and  the  tips  of  the  scapulars  are  rounded.  Photograph  by 
James  VJ.  Arterburn. 


Abstract 

This  paper  describes  an  apparent  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  {Phalacrocorax  auritus)  x 
Neotropic  Cormorant  (R  biasilianiis)  hybrid 
discovered  on  a nest  at  Ralstin  Island,  a 2.4-ba 
island  on  the  northern  section  of  Great  Salt 
Plains  Reservoir  in  the  Salt  Plains  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Alfalfa  County,  Oklahoma  on 
16  May  2008.  This  adult  bird,  in  definitive  al- 


ternate plumage,  was  present  in  an  area  in 
which  Double-crested  Cormorants  have  been 
breeding  since  at  least  1995  (Shepperd  1996). 
It  also  occurred  in  an  area  in  which  nests  of 
Neotropic  Cormorant  were  found  on  16  May 
2008,  the  first  for  the  location,  and  where  a 
few  adult  Neotropic  Cormorants  in  alternate 
plumage  have  been  observed  during  previous 
breeding  seasons.  Expansion  of  Neotropic 


Cormorant  into  the  breeding  range  of  Double- 
crested  is  discussed  herein  and  is  postulated  as 
one  circumstance  that  occasioned  this  hereto- 
fore undocumented  hybrid  combination. 

Field  encounter  and  description 

On  16  May  2008,  Shepperd,  Arterburn,  Jim 
Thayer,  and  Paul  Bjornen  were  conducting  a 
rookery  survey  on  Ralstin  Island  in  the  Salt  ! 
Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Alfalfa  Coun- 
ty,  Oklahoma.  Arterburn  was  photographing 
the  second  of  two  Neotropic  Cormorant  (Pha- 
lacrocorax  brasilianus)  nests  on  the  island 
when  he  noticed  and  photographed  an  oddly  ji 
plumaged  cormorant  on  a nest  in  the  same  : 
tree.  This  bird  did  not  have  the  orange  lores  of  j: 
a Double-crested  Cormorant  (P  auiitus)  but 
did  have  the  orange  gular  pouch.  However,  *1 
the  gular  pouch  appeared  more  angular  at  its  ^ 
rear  terminus  than  is  typical  of  Double-crest- 
ed,  and  the  bird  had  a few  white  filoplumes 
around  the  head  and  neck.  At  that  time,  he 
considered  the  possibility  of  a hybrid,  but  he  1 
thought  that  it  was  more  likely  an  atypically  jj 
plumaged  Double-crested  Cormorant. 

After  returning  home,  Arterburn  examined  ' 
his  photographs  of  the  odd  cormorant  and 
consulted  references  on  identification  of  both 
species.  After  this  review,  he  concluded  the 
bird  was  very  probably  a hybrid.  Ray  Telfair,  | 
David  Sibley,  Victor  Fazio,  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  J 
and  others  then  examined  photographs  of  the  = 
Oklahoma  bird  and  all  agreed  that  it  was  like-  jj 
ly  a hybrid;  two  others  who  reviewed  the  im-  ' 
ages,  Michael  Patton  and  Michael  Morrison, 
were  less  certain  that  a hybrid  was  involved. 

Arterburn  and  Shepperd  returned  to  Ral- 
stin Island  on  27-28  May  and  24  June  2008. 
Shepperd  saw  the  hybrid  cormorant  for  the  | 
first  time  on  27  May  and  concurred  that  the  i! 
bird  was  a probable  hybrid.  The  nest  was  in  a , 
dead  Red  Mulberry  (Moms  nibra)  about  6 
meters  high  and  was  located  near  the  end  of  a 
branch.  This  individual  was  still  sitting  low 
on  the  nest  and  appeared  to  be  incubating  ; 
eggs  on  both  dates.  Hatch  and  Weseloh  j 
(1999)  state  the  first  young  of  Double-crested  i 
Cormorants  appear  approximately  30  days  af-  : 
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Figure  2.  Typical  adult  Neotropic  Cormorant  in  breeding  condition  at  Sait  Plains  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma,  1 6 May  2008.  The  white  feathering  surrounding  the  pale 
brown  gular  pouch  and  the  white  filoplumes  about  the  head  and  neck  are  characteristic  of 
breeding  adults.  Photogmph  by  James  W.  Arterburn. 


ter  the  first  eggs  are  laid.  The  40-day  interval 
between  visits  suggests  that  the  eggs  were 
probably  not  fertile. 

Adult  definitive-basic  and  definitive-alter- 
nate plumages  in  both  cormorant  species  are 
adequately  described  in  the  literature  (Palmer 
1962,  Oberholser  1974,  Telfair  and  Morrison 
2003,  Hatch  and  Weseloh  1999,  Harrison 
1983,  Harrison  1987,  Enticott  and  Tipling 
1997).  In  the  summary  below,  we  focus  on 
the  most  useful  features  for  distinguishing 
these  species  in  the  field:  on  the  coloration 
and  shape  of  the  gular  pouch,  loral  area,  and 
bill;  on  the  feathering  of  the  head  and  neck; 
and  on  the  proportions  of  body  and  tail. 

Adult  Double-crested  Cormorants  in  de- 
finitive alternate  plumage  are  distinguished 
by  their  bright  orange  to  yellow-orange 
supraloral/loral  region  (that  area  above  and 
anterior  to  the  eye)  and  by  their  large,  bright 
orange  gular  pouch  with  broad,  rounded  pos- 
terior border  (Figure  1).  Adult  Neotropic 
Cormorants  in  definitive  alternate  plumage 
are  distinguished  by  a relatively  small  hori- 
zontal gular  pouch  with  a narrower,  acutely 
angled  posterior  border,  the  pouch  being  pale 
yellowish  brown  in  color  and  bordered  thin- 
ly but  prominently  with  white  feathers.  Adult 
Neotropics  in  breeding  condition  also  have 
white  filoplumes  on  sides  of  the  head,  neck, 
and  sometimes  the  ventral  region;  the  longest 
of  these  filoplumes  are  post-auricular.  The 
supraloral/loral  area  has  black  feathering 
speckled  with  white  feathering,  as  do  the 
forehead  and  supercilium  (Figure  2).  Other 
features  commonly  mentioned  as  distin- 
guishing characteristics  between  these  two 
species  include  body  size  and  shape,  bill  size, 
and  tail  length.  The  difference  in  body  size 
and  shape  is  helpful  when  the  two  species  are 
together,  but  it  is  less  helpful  for  identifica- 


tion of  lone  birds.  In 
Neotropic,  the  tail  length  in 
proportion  to  body  length 
is  noticeably  longer  than  in 
Double-crested;  this  differ- 
ence is  noticeable  even  on 
lone  birds.  Telfair  and  Mor- 
rison (2005)  state  that  the 
tail  length  in  Neotropic 
measures  about  two-fifths 
of  body  length,  whereas  in 
Double-crested  it  is  about 
one-fifth.  Double-crested 
Cormorants  do  have  a 
longer  and  thicker  bill  than 
Neotropic  Cormorants,  but 
the  difference  is  not  always 
useful  when  trying  to  iden- 
tify lone  birds.  However,  a 
mark  that  we  have  not  seen 
mentioned  in  the  literature 
is  the  stark  difference  in  bill 
shape:  Double-crested’s  bill 
has  a bulbous  tip,  which  Neotropic’s  bill 
lacks.  This  gives  the  culmen  of  Double-crest- 
ed Cormorant  a concave  look,  while  the  cul- 
men on  Neotropic  Cormorant  has  a straight 
or  flat  profile,  as  it  lacks  the  bulbous  nail.  Fi- 
nally, the  shape  of  the  scapular  tips  also  dif- 
fers between  the  species — rounded  in  Dou- 
ble-crested, more  sharply  pointed  in 
Neotropic  (Clark  1992) — and  this  appears  to 
be  diagnostic  for  birds  in  fresh  plumage. 
Overall  plumage  color,  eye  and  eyelid  color, 
the  color  of  the  mouth  lining,  and  the  color 
of  the  legs  and  feet  are  less  useful  character- 
istics for  identification,  as  there  appears  to  be 
much  overlap  between  the  two  species  in 
these  aspects,  depending  on  age  and  breeding 
condition. 

The  Oklahoma  cormorant  described  below. 


and  shown  in  Figures  3-6,  has  features  that 
are  attributable  to,  or  intermediate  between, 
both  species.  Figures  3 and  4 show  the  large, 
bright  orange-yellow  gular  pouch  as  in  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorant,  but  the  border  be- 
tween the  throat  feathers  and  the  gular  pouch 
is  more  angular  than  in  Double-crested.  There 
are  no  white  feathers  bordering  the  rear  of  the 
pouch,  as  would  be  present  in  an  adult 
Neotropic  in  breeding  condition.  The  Okla- 
homa bird  lacks  the  bright  orange  supralo- 
ral/loral region  of  Double-crested  but  does 
show  a small  spot  with  a hint  of  orange  in  this 
area.  The  rest  of  the  supraloral  region  has 
black  feathering  speckled  with  white,  as  in 
Neotropic.  The  forehead  and  supercilium  also 
show  some  white  feathering,  as  in  Neotropic. 
The  bird  has  white  filoplumes  on  the  sides  of 


Figures  3, 4.  Apparent  hybrid  cormorant  at  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma,  16  May  2098.  Notice  the  bright  orange  gular  pouch  and  hint  of  orange  in  supraloral  and  loral  region;  the  border 
between  throat  feathers  and  the  gular  pouch  is  more  angular  than  in  Double-crested  (compare  Figure  1 ).  The  bill  is  smaller  than  that  of  Double-crested,  with  just  a hint  of  a bulbous  tip.  Photographs  by 
James  W.  Arterburn. 
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North  America,  is  also  the  only  cormorant 
species  to  occur  in  large  numbers  in  the  con- 
tinents interior  (Hatch  and  Weseloh  1999). 
Neotropic  Cormorant  is  also  widely  distrib- 
uted but  is  found  mostly  in  the  tropics  from 
southern  North  America,  the  Caribbean,  and 
Central  and  South  America  to  Cape  Horn 
(Enticott  and  Tripling  1997).  In  North  Amer- 
ica, the  breeding  range  of  Neotropic  Cor- 
morant covers  the  southern  states  from 
southern  Arizona  to  southwestern  Louisiana 
and  extends  northward  through  north-central 
Texas  into  southeastern  Oklahoma  and  south- 
western Arkansas  (Telfair  and  Morrison 
2005).  These  two  species  are  the  only  cor- 
morants regularly  found  in  the  interior  of 
North  America,  and  so  it  is  not  unexpected 
that  they  would  form  mixed  colonies,  partic- 
ularly because  their  nesting  habits  are  similar. 
In  the  Bahamas,  a small  subspecies  of  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  (R  a.  heuretus)  coexists 
with  Neotropic  Cormorant,  and  this  situation 
needs  study  (Hatch  and  Weseloh  1999). 

Both  species  show  variation  in  size, 
plumage,  or  both  over  their  large  ranges.  In 
Double-crested  Cormorant,  there  is  consider- 
able variation  in  size  and  in  the  color  of  the 
crest.  The  size  of  the  crest  increases  from 
south  to  north  along  both  coasts  and  also  from 
east  to  west  across  the  interior.  Darkness  of 
feathering  and  the  proportions  of  black  and 
white  in  the  nuptial  plumes  of  the  crest  varies 
geographically,  with  southeastern  birds  having 
an  all-black  crest,  northeastern  birds  having 
occasional  white  or  parti-colored  plumes,  es- 
pecially mid-continental  populations;  south- 
ern Pacific  birds  show  frequent  white  plumes, 
while  those  from  northern  Pacific  areas  often 
have  all-white  plumes  (Palmer  1962). 
Neotropic  Cormorants  vary  in  size,  with  the 
smallest  occurring  in  North  America,  Mexico, 
Central  America,  and  the  Bahamas,  and  the 
largest  occurring  in  extreme  southern  South 
America  (Palmer  1962).  Double-crested  and 
Neotropic  Cormorants  are  thought  to  be 
closely  related  and  are  treated  as  allospecies  by 
Sibley  and  Monroe  (1990);  however,  they 
have  not  been  known  to  interbreed  either  in 
captivity  or  at  breeding  colonies  where  the 
two  occur  together  (McCarthy  2006). 

Hatch  and  Weseloh  (1999)  note  that  Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorant  is  currently  expanding 
but  mostly  within  its  historical  range  and  is  a 
rare  breeder  in  Louisiana.  They  also  note  that 
until  recently.  Double-crested  Cormorant  was 
the  only  cormorant  to  occur  in  large  numbers 
in  the  interior.  Telfair  (2006)  indicates  that 
Double-crested  Cormorants  were  first  discov- 
ered breeding  in  Texas  in  1926,  followed  by  a 
gap  in  documented  breeding  from  1939  to 
1974,  whereas  all  known  U.S.  colonies  of 


Figure  5.  Apparent  hybrid  cormorant  at  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma,  27  May  2008.  Note  the  sharply  pointed  ends 
to  the  scapulars.  Photograph  by  James  IV.  Arterburn. 


Figure  6.  Apparent  hybrid  cormorant  at  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma,  27  May  2008.  Note  the  long  tail  in  proportion 
to  the  body.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterburn. 


the  head  and  neck  characteristic  of  Neotrop- 
ic.  The  bill  appears  thin  as  in  Neotropic  but 
has  a moderately  bulbous  tip,  as  in  Double- 
crested.  The  sharply  pointed  scapular  tips,  di- 
agnostic of  Neotropic,  can  be  seen  in  Figure 
5,  while  Figure  6 shows  the  noticeably  longer 
tail  in  proportion  to  body  length,  also  as  ex- 
pected in  Neotropic. 

Behaviorally,  this  apparent  hybrid  and  the 
Neotropic  Cormorant  that  was  on  a nest  in 
the  same  tree  never  flushed  even  when  we 
walked  under  the  nests  to  the  base  of  the  tree. 
However,  the  six  Double-crested  Cormorants 
that  were  on  nests  in  the  same  tree  always 
flushed  when  we  got  within  8-9  meters.  A 


second  Neotropic  Cormorant  on  a nest  on  an- 
other part  of  the  island  also  never  flushed,  re- 
gardless of  how  closely  we  approached.  All 
Double-crested  Cormorants  on  nests 
throughout  the  island  would  Hush  before  we 
walked  within  8-9  meters’  distance. 

Discussion 

As  has  been  abundantly  documented  in  re- 
gional reports  of  the  present  journal,  popula- 
tions of  both  species  of  cormorant  have  been 
expanding  in  many  parts  of  the  continent, 
and  extralimital  records  have  also  increased. 
Double-crested  Cormorant,  the  most  numer- 
ous and  most  widely  distributed  cormorant  in 
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Neotropic  Cormorant  were  along  the  Texas 
and  Louisiana  coast  from  1883  through  1973, 
with  most  of  those  along  the  upper  Texas 
coast.  From  these  data,  it  would  appear  that 
Double-crested  and  Neotropic  Cormorants 
were  geographically  isolated  in  the  United 
States  for  some  time. 

Double-crested  Cormorants  have  bred  local- 
ly at  scattered  localities  in  the  Great  Plains. 
They  have  long  been  noted  nesting  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  Wildlife  Management  Area 
in  central  Kansas,  Kirwin  Reservoir  and  Glen 
Elder  Reservoir  in  north-central  Kansas 
(Thompson  and  Ely  1989),  Salt  Plains  Nation- 
al Wildlife  Refuge  in  north-central  Oklahoma, 
and  Robert  S.  Kerr  Reservoir  in  eastern  Okla- 
homa (Baumgartner  and  Baumgartner  1992), 
with  recently  documented  nesting  colonies  at 
Quivira  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  central 
Kansas,  Wolf  Creek  Reservoir  in  eastern  Kansas 
(Busby  and  Zimmerman  2001),  and  Lake  Eu- 
faula  in  eastern  Oklahoma  (Reinking  2004). 

Telfair  and  Morrison  (2005)  note  that  since 
1974,  inland  breeding  colonies  of  Neotropic 
Cormorants  have  been  established  in  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  and  Ari- 
zona. In  recent  decades,  Neotropics  have  wan- 
dered widely  in  the  Great  Plains  as  far  north  as 
northern  Saskatchewan,  the  upper  Midwest, 
including  Minnesota,  and  the  Northeast  as  far 
north  as  southeastern  Pennsylvania.  This 
species  was  first  conhrmed  breeding  in  Kansas 
at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  Wildlife  Management 
Area  in  August  2007  (Corder  2008)  and  hrst 
confirmed  breeding  in  Oklahoma  at  Ward 
Lake  in  2001  (Reinking  2004).  Confirmed 
breeding  was  observed  at  the  Salt  Plains  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge  in  May  2008  (Arterburn 
and  Shepperd,  present  paper). 

Hybridization  at  the  Salt  Plains  may  be  a lo- 
cal phenomenon  resulting  from  Neotropic 
Cormorant’s  rarity  relative  to  Double-crested 
there.  Mayr  (1965)  considers  this  scenario  a 
typical  circumstance  that  would  drive  hy- 
bridization between  species  that  have  species- 
specific  courtship  displays  and  extended  pair 
bonds.  Arterburn  and  Grzybowski  (2003) 
speculated  that  these  were  the  conditions  that 
led  to  hybridization  between  Glossy  Ibis  (Ple- 
gadis  fakinellus)  and  White-faced  Ibis  (P  chi- 
hi)  at  this  same  site  in  2002.  With  the  expan- 
sion of  Neotropic  Cormorants  into  areas  with 
breeding  populations  of  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants, and  this  apparent  hybrid  found  at 
the  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  one 
expects  that  more  such  hybrids  will  be  detect- 
ed. If  the  expansion  of  Neotropic  Cormorant 
into  new  areas  continues,  the  frequency  with 
which  this  hybrid  combination  occurs  will 
likely  depend  on  the  effectiveness  of  isolating 
mechanisms  between  the  two  species. 


Conclusions 

A single  adult  Phalacrocorax  cormorant  with 
characters  intermediate  between  Double- 
crested  and  Neotropic  Cormorant  was  found 
at  the  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in 
northwestern  Oklahoma  in  May  2008.  Given 
the  rarity  of  Neotropic  Cormorant  at  the  Salt 
Plains,  this  case  suggests  that  hybridization 
may  occur  at  other  regional  locations  where 
Neotropic  in  rare  relative  to  Double-crested, 
such  as  Red  Slough  Wildlife  Management 
Area  in  Oklahoma  and  Cheyenne  Bottoms 
Wildlife  Management  Area  and  Quivira  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge  in  Kansas.  In  eastern 
Texas  and  southwestern  Louisiana,  where 
Double-crested  Cormorants  are  known  to 
breed  and/or  are  rare  relative  to  Neotropic 
Cormorants,  hybridization  may  also  occur. 
The  current  expansion  of  Neotropic  Cor- 
morant into  the  breeding  range  of  Double- 
crested  (including  extralimital  single 
Neotropic  Cormorants),  and  the  documenta- 
tion of  this  apparent  hybrid,  raise  cautions  for 
identifying  extralimital  cormorants.  Ob- 
servers of  apparent  Neotropic  Cormorants 
out  of  typical  range — and  even  within  its  U.S. 
range — should  study  them  carefully  for  fea- 
tures that  may  suggest  hybrid  derivation. 
Documentation  systems  are  critical  elements 
in  assessing  the  distributional  patterns  of 
both  species  and  particularly  of  Neotropical 
Cormorants.  Submission  of  photographs  and 
written  descriptions  to  state  and  provincial 
records  committees  will  be  important  for 
these  assessments. 
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1 • This  hatch-year  male  Hermit  Warbler  was  the  object  of  intense  scrutiny  during  its  early  December  2008 
sojourn  in  Point  Pleasant  Park  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  (here  2 December).  Photograph  by  Bruce  Stevens. 

2 • The  first  known  to  overwinter  in  New  Brunswick,  this  male  Painted  Bunting  first  came  to  a feeder  on 
Grand  Manan  Island  in  late  November  2008  (here  20  December  2008)  and  was  still  present  some  four 
months  later.  Photograph  by  Durian  Ingersoll. 

3 • Only  the  fifth  for  Alabama,  this  Broad-biiled  Hummingbird  was  in  Montrose,  Baldwin  County  23  (here  30) 
January  through  24  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Bill  Summerom. 

4 • This  sapsucker  at  Huntsville,  Madison  Coutsty  15-26  (here  25)  December  2008  showed  an  extensive  red 
throat  with  an  intermittent  black  border,  red  on  the  nape,  and  two  distinct  mottled  white  stripes  on  the 
back;  it  could  be  Alabama's  first  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  x Red-naped  Sapsucker  hybrid  if  confirmed. 
Photograph  by  Scott  Pose. 

5 • In  Arizona,  a pair  of  Rufous-capped  Warblers  was  discovered  by  Troy  Corman  and  Ramsay  Koury  in  Florida 
Canyon  upstream  of  the  Florida  Work  Center  in  the  Santa  Rita  Mountains  on  19  (here  28)  December  2088. 
Photograph  by  Laurens  Halsey. 

6 • One  of  several  seasonal  highlights  in  the  state  was  Alabama's  second  Snow  Bunting,  an  adult  male,  at 
Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin  County  2 January  2009.  Photograph  by  Bill  Summerour. 

7 • With  only  one  previous  record  for  Central  America,  Kelp  Gull  was  not  on  anyone's  mind  when  this  large 
black-backed  gull  showed  up  at  the  mouth  of  Rio  Jiboa  on  8 February  2009.  But  Kelp  Gull  it  was,  the  first  for 
El  Salvador  and  the  Central  America  region  north  of  Panama.  Photograph  by  Iselda  Mega. 
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1 & 2 • Alabama's  first  verified  Hooded  Oriole,  an  adult  male  (left),  was  noted  27  (here  29)  January  2009  and 
later  in  Barnwell,  Baldwin  County.  A possible  immature  Hooded  (right)  was  photographed  26  January  2009 
in  Lillian,  Baldwin  County  and  later;  photographs  are  still  under  review.  Photographs  by  Bill  Summerour. 

3 • Providing  only  the  second  well-documented  record  of  the  species  in  winter  in  Louisiana,  and  one  of  the 
first  late-winter  occurrences  in  the  United  States,  this  adult  male  Scarlet  Tanager  frequented  a yard  in  Hara- 
han,  Jefferson  Parish  21  February  through  5 March  (here)  2009.  Photograph  by  Beth  Wiggins. 

4 • This  Blue  Mockingbird  was  discovered  by  Richard  Webster  on  4 (here  5)  February  2009  at  the  Slaughter 
Ranch  east  of  Douglas,  Arizona.  This  represents  only  the  third  accepted  record  for  the  state. 

Photagraph  by  Michael  Moore. 

5 • Baja  California  Peninsula  birders  celebrated  when  this  Brown  Thrasher  was  found  at  Tecate,  Baja  Califor- 
nia on  24  November  2008.  It  was  recognized  as  the  500th  native  species  recorded  there.  The  bird  lingered 
until  at  least  22  (here  12)  December.  Photograph  by  Joe  Sweeney. 

6 • Now  that  people  are  becoming  more  attuned  to  owls  in  Belize,  Black-and-white  Owl  is  turning  up  in 
more  and  more  places.  Such  is  the  case  at  The  Lodge  at  Big  Falls  in  southern  Belize,  where  a pair  has  been 
present  now  for  several  years.  This  year,  the  pair  nested  in  large  tree  along  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  and 
fledged  a single  chick,  seen  here  1 March  2009,  one  day  after  it  fledged.  Photograph  by  Rob  Hirons. 

7 • Exceptionally  rare  in  northern  Central  America  in  winter,  this  male  Bay-breasted  Warbler  in  first-fall 
plumage  was  found  at  Coban  on  12  January  2009,  providing  the  first  winter  record  for  Guatemala. 
Photograph  by  John  Paul  Cahill. 

8 • Le  Conte's  Sparrows  may  winter  annually  in  Colorado,  but  their  small  numbers  and  affinity  for  dense  veg- 
etation in  remote  areas  makes  detecting  them  difficult,  and  many  winters  go  by  without  reports  of  the 
species  in  the  state.  A suitable  patch  of  habitat  held  a Le  Conte's  this  winter  at  John  Martin  Reservoir,  Bent 
County,  from  31  January  through  at  least  18  (here  5)  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 
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1 • The  most  convincing  physical  documentation  yet  for  the  occurrence  of  Krider's  Red-tailed  Hawk  (currently 
considered  a color  morph)  in  Colorado  was  obtained  19  January  2009  in  a series  of  photographs  near 
Platteville,  Weld  County.  Photograph  by  Joel  Such. 

2 • This  Greylag  Goose  of  the  nominate  subspecies,  which  breeds  in  Europe  and  Iceland,  was  found  by  Greg 
Hanisek  at  Wallingford,  Connecticut  on  22  February  (here  8 IVIarch)  2009.  It  remained  there  through  the  end 
of  the  period.  Note  the  slimmer  features  and  lack  of  "dumpy"  look  seen  in  domestic  birds.  There  is  only  one 
accepted  record  of  the  species  for  North  America.  Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 

3 • This  Audubon's  Warbler  was  present  at  Allentown,  Lehigh  County,  Pennsylvania  from  1 6 (here  21 ) January 
through  28  February  2009.  It  fed  primarily  on  sap  provided  by  two  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  in  the  area. 
Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 

4 • This  handsome  Northern  Pintail  x Mallard  hybrid  returned  for  its  fourth  year  at  Green  Pond,  Northamp- 
ton County,  Pennsylvania,  present  27  (here)  and  28  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Dustin  Welch. 

5 • Pennsylvania  hosted  two  rare  Ammodramus  sparrows  during  the  winter  season.  A Le  Conte's  Sparrow 
(left)  at  Darlington  Tract,  Delaware  County  found  by  Al  Guarente  25  January  (here  27  January)  remained 
through  28  February  2009,  a fifth  state  record.  A Henslow's  Sparrow  was  found  by  Kevin  Fryberger  near 
Unionviile,  Chester  County  3 January  and  remained  through  28  (here  9)  February,  2009;  it  furnished  a first 
winter  record  for  the  state.  Photographs  by  Dustin  Welch. 

6 • This  leucistic  Palm  Warbler  was  at  Orlando  Wetlands  Park,  Orange  County,  Florida  1-10  (here  1)  February 
2009.  Photograph  by  Larry  Taylor. 

1 • Long-tailed  Ducks  are  rare  in  Nevada,  so  this  male  visiting  an  urban  park  in  Las  Vegas,  Clark  County  was 
quite  an  attraction.  The  duck  remained  at  Sunset  Park  from  14  (here  25)  January  through  at  least  2 February 
2009.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 
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1 • This  presumed  adult  Vega  Gull  (center)  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores,  Volusia  County  2 January  (here)  through 
25  February  2009  is  a potential  Florida  first.  Photograph  by  Michael  Brothers. 

2 • One  of  two  Northern  Parulas  found  in  Nevada  in  December  2008,  this  young  bird  was  found  21  December 
along  the  Carson  River  in  Carson  City  County.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 

3 • At  Lakeland,  Polk  County,  Florida's  eighth  accepted  Allen's  Hummingbird,  a second-year  male,  remained 
28  (here  29)  January  through  25  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Carl  Edwards. 

4 • Remarkably,  two  Ruffs  turned  up  together  in  late  December  2008  at  the  Great  Salt  Lake  along  the 
Antelope  Island  State  Park  Causeway,  Davis  County,  Utah.  First  sighted  27  December,  at  least  one  of  the  birds 
remained  through  3 January  (here  31  December),  providing  the  fourth  documented  state  record. 

Photograph  by  Paul  Higgins. 

5 • The  first  of  an  amazing  six  Rusty  Blackbirds  discovered  during  winter  2008-2009  in  the  Great  Basin,  two 
females  were  found  14  (here  16)  December  at  Overton  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Clark  County,  Nevada;  like 
many  of  the  other  blackbirds  recorded  here,  these  birds  remained  for  a considerable  time  and  were  last  ob- 
served 18  January.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 

6 • A first  for  Bartholomew  County,  Indiana,  and  part  of  an  impressive  autumn/winter  flight  by  the  species, 
this  adult  male  White-winged  Scoter  was  present  in  Columbus  16-20  (here  20)  February  2009. 

Photograph  by  Dan  H.  Kaiser. 
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1 • This  male  Western  Tanager  was  photographed  Bill  Williams'  backyard  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia  1 1 January 
2009;  it  remained  there  through  27  February.  The  species  appears  to  be  increasing  as  a winter  visitor  in 
many  regions  and  is  usually  observed  at  feeders.  Photograph  by  Joe  Piotrowski. 

2 • A highlight  of  the  winter  2008-2009  season  was  this  presumed  Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Rochester,  New 
Hampshire's  wastewater  treatment  plant.  Scott  Young  found  and  photographed  the  bird  10  January  (here), 
but  it  was  never  relocated  after  the  initial  sighting.  Photograph  by  Scott  Young. 

3 • A good  title  for  this  photograph  might  be  "When  Irruptives  Collide."This  Northern  Hawk  Owl  in  Bristol, 
Maine,  one  of  five  in  the  New  England  in  winter  2008-2009,  took  a female  White-winged  Crossbill  25  Janu- 
ary 2009,  another  species  that  invaded  New  England  in  good  numbers.  Photograph  by  Robin  Robinson. 

4 • Two  adult  Ivory  Gulls  visited  Massachusetts  in  winter  2008-2009.  The  first  appeared  in  Gloucester  17  Jan- 
uary and  entertained  birders  through  the  22nd.  The  second  bird,  depicted  here,  was  70  kilometers  to  the 
south  in  Plymouth  20-30  (here  30)  January.  Photograph  by  Mark  Szantyr. 

5 • One  of  two  Yellow-throated  Warblers  in  New  England  in  winter  2008-2009,  this  one  frequented  a feeder 
in  Manchester,  Maine  through  20  (here  7)  December.  Photograph  by  Heather  Davidson. 

6 • New  Mexico's  first  Rufous-capped  Warbler  was  in  Guadalupe  Canyon,  Hidalgo  County  2 (here  17)  January 
through  12  February  2009.  Photograph  by  Ashli  Gorbet. 

7 • North  America's  first  Black-tailed  Gull  was  recorded  in  San  Diego,  California  in  1954.  Given  the  increasing 
number  of  records  from  North  America  in  recent  years,  California's  second  record  seemed  long  overdue. 
Though  it  did  not  linger,  this  adult  was  well  photographed  at  Pillar  Point  Harbor,  San  Mateo  County  on  29 
December  2008.  Photograph  by  Chris  Gibbins. 
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1 • This  intriguing  bird  was  photographed  in  Concord,  New  Hampshire  21  December  2008. 
While  there  appears  to  be  consensus  that  one  of  its  parents  was  a Slack-capped  Chickadee, 
speculation  on  the  other  continues.  The  more  logical  choice  is  Tufted  Titmouse,  but  several 
carefully  considered  opinions  also  lean  toward  Blue  Tit.  Photograph  by  Jason  Pietrzak. 

2 • Actively  hawking  wasps  and  other  insects,  this  Tropical/Couch's  Kingbird  represented  the 
first  well-documented  record  in  South  Carolina  on  7 (here)  and  8 February  2009  on  the  South 
Santee  River,  near  the  coast.  Photograph  by  Bob  Bradley. 

3 • Among  the  less  expected  hybrid  duck  combinations  reported  this  winter  in  Northern  Cali- 
fornia was  this  well-photographed  Northern  Shoveler  x Gadwall  that  frequented  Redwood 
Shores,  San  Mateo  County  throughout  the  period  (here  20  January  2009).  Photograph  by 

Kris  Olson. 

4 ■ This  Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Red  Slough  Wildlife  Management  Area,  McCurtain  County,  Okla- 
homa noted  7 and  1 3 (here)  January  2009  represents  the  first  winter  record  of  the  species  for 
the  Southern  Great  Plains  region.  Photograph  by  David  Arbour. 

5 • An  Arctic  vagrant  found  during  a lunch  break,  this  Ross's  Gull  turned  up  14  January  2009  in 
Manhattan,  Riley  County,  Kansas,  remaining  only  long  enough  to  permit  documentation  of  the 
miracle.  Photograph  by  David  Rintoul. 

6 • After  several  unsuccessful  trapping  attempts,  Sonoma  County,  California's  Common  Black- 
Hawk  was  finally  captured  and  banded  18  February  2009  (here).  Although  this  individual  has 
returned  to  the  Santa  Rosa  area  for  at  least  five  years,  this  season  provided  the  first  confirmed 
reports  of  the  bird  overwintering  at  this  location.  Photographs  by  Stan  Moore. 
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1 • Only  the  second  to  be  verified  for  New  Mexico — the  first  was  in  1 886 — this  Snow  Bunting  was  at 
Stubblefield  Lake,  Colfax  County  15-21  (here  15)  December  2008.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Kmeper. 

2 • A remarkable  six  Worm-eating  Warblers  were  known  to  be  present  in  Southern  California  during  the  win- 
ter, including  this  one  photographed  in  Ventura,  Ventura  County  on  1 January  2009.  Photograph  by 

Dave  Pereksta. 

3 • Biack-legged  Kittiwake  is  a rare  find  in  Texas,  and  two  wintering  at  an  inland  location  is  an  even  more 
unusual  event.  A first-cyde  bird  present  in  the  fail  was  joined  by  another  at  McNary  Reservoir,  Hudspeth 
County  20  December  2008  through  14  February  2009  (here).  Photograph  by  Mark  Lockwood. 

4 • California's  first  wintering  White-eyed  Vireo  at  Picacho  State  Recreation  Area,  Imperial  County  9-19 
(here  19)  January  2009  was  well  documented  in  this  image.  Photograph  by  Bob  Steele. 


5  • This  well-documented  Cave  Swallow,  photographed  on  the  first  day  of  its  31  January  through  8 February 
2009  stay  at  the  Sonny  Bono  Salton  Sea  National  Wildlife  Refuge  headquarters.  Imperial  County,  was  the 
first  in  winter  and  only  the  fifth  ever  in  California.  Photograph  by  Mark  Scheel. 

6 " This  striking  male  Mangrove  Yellow  Warbler  chose  exotic  shrubs  adjacent  to  a busy  freeway  in  a commer- 
cial area  of  San  Diego  to  spend  the  winter,  posing  for  numerous  photographs,  including  this  one  taken  on  17 
January  2009.  Photograph  by  David  Farslth. 

7 • A species  that  has  been  frequently  reported  in  Texas  in  the  winter  but  never  before  documented  is  Swain- 
son's  Thrush.  This  season,  one  was  photographed  during  a brief  appearance  at  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  County 
15  January  2009.  Photograph  by  Jon  McIntyre. 
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1 • During  February  2009,  White-winged  Crossbills  staged  their  first  notable  irrup- 
tion into  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region  since  1 982.  Most  birds  were  found  in  as- 
sociation with  Eastern  Hemlock  trees  in  cemeteries.  These  birds  were  part  of  a flock 
of  up  to  35-40  present  at  Lexington,  Kentucky  5 (here  7)  February  2009  through 
the  end  of  the  season.  Photograph  by  John  Brunjes. 

2 < Providing  Minnesota's  sixth  record  was  this  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  at  Duluth 
14  (here  20)  December  2008-29  January  2009.  Remarkably,  this  was  the  third  indi- 
vidual to  be  found  in  the  state  during  2008.  Photograph  by  Brad  Snelling. 

i • An  irruption  of  Blue  Buntings  was  observed  in  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of 
Texas  this  season.  A total  of  six  individuals  was  found  between  four  locations,  all 
wildlife  sanctuaries,  making  for  the  largest  count  in  Texas  since  the  winter  of  1 997- 
1 998,  when  a similar  number  was  found.  This  male  was  at  Bentsen-Rio  Grande 
Valley  State  Park,  Hidalgo  County  7 (here  10)  January  2009  and 
remained  through  the  season.  Photograph  by  Russ  Chantler. 

4 • This  male  White-winged  Crossbill  was  present  from  late  December  2008 
through  2 February  2009  (here  1 January)  near  Lake  Thunderbird,  Cleveland  Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma,  clearly  part  of  the  continent-wide  irruption  of  this  striking  species. 
Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 

5*  After  Tropical  Storm  Hanna  raked  Cumberland  Island,  Georgia,  up  to  a dozen 
each  of  Brown  Noddy  (worn  adult,  top)  and  Bridled  Tern  (juvenile,  bottom)  were 
found  on  the  beaches  24  August  2008,  with  several  birds  so  exhausted  that  they 
rode  on  a photographer's  vehicle  as  he  checked  on  turtle  nests.  These  birds  were 
not  mentioned  in  the  Changing  Seasons  essay  or  regional  report  for  fall,  which  dis- 
cussed effects  of  this  storm  on  seabirds.  Photographs  by  Doug  Hoffman. 
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Amcstjg  ever  60  Ivory  Gulls  found  along  northeastera  shores  from  Labrador  to  Massa- 
ehysetts  in  winter  2008-2009,  this  adult  spent  ten  days,  22-31  (here  26)  January,  at 
Sambro,  near  Halifai,  Nova  Scotia,  where  it  was  found  by  PAile  Gilkie.  The  reasons  for 
this  influi  are  not  known,  but  perhaps  persistent  northeasterly  winds,  combined  with 
a dearth  of  sea  ice  in  the  Labrador  Sea,  could  be  connected  to  their  appearances. 
Photographs  by  John  Chardim. 
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May  11-24,  2010  - North  Wales  & Norfolk:  Highlands  & Islands  — Join  Alan  Davies,  of  the  Biggest  Twitch  fame  and 
j popular  Corpus  Convention  guide,  when  the  woodlands  are  full  of  bird  song,  and  the  magnificent  cliffs  host  a plethora  of 
seabirds.  The  wealth  of  species  to  be  expected  probably  cannot  be  matched  anywhere  else  in  the  UK,  plus  the  possibility 
of  scarce  migrants.  Contact  Oriole  Birding  (formerly  Celtic  Birding  Tours),  www.oriolebirding.com,  info@oriolebirding.com. 


Jan  7-16,  2010  - Cuba  — Always  dependent  upon  being  granted  access 
by  the  US  Government,  the  Cuba  Bird  Survey  with  The  Caribbean 
Conservation  Trust,  Inc.  will  offer  this  exclusive  opportunity  to  view 
Cuba’s  endemic  and  resident  species,  tied  into  the  phenomenal  land  crab 
migration  in  the  Bay  of  Pigs,  one  of  the  most  important  destinations. 
Leader  Arturo  Kirkconnell.  Limited  to  14  participants.  Contact  Gary 
Markowski,  cubirds@aol.com,  (860)350-6752. 

Feb  26-  Mar  7, 2010  - Birding  in  Guyana  — Over  800  species  have  been 
recorded  in  Guyana,  with  73  endemics  on  record.  Visit  all  three  major 
birding  zones  for  best  birding  opportunities.  Visit  Kaieteur  Falls,  botanic 
gardens,  Iwokrama  Field  Station  while  staying  in  wonderful  lodges. 

Contact  Siemer  & Hand  Travel,  www.siemerhand.com, 
travel@siemerhand.com,  (800)451-4321. 

Mar  18-  29, 2010  - Copper  Canyon,  Mexico  — Mountain  Trogon,  Red- 
headed Tanager,  Spotted  Wren,  Military  Macaw,  Golden  Vireo,  Five-striped 
Sparrow,  Flame-colored  Tanager,  Russet  Nightingale  Thrush,  Rufous- 
capped  Brushfinch,  Hooded  Grosbeak,  Rufous-crowned  Motmot,  Blue 
Mockingbird  and  Mexican  Parrotlet  were  highlights  of  the  2009  trip. 
Includes  magical  train  ride  down  the  canyon  to  El  Fuerte.  Contact  Bill 
West,  WestWings  Birding  Tours,  www.home.earthlink.net/~wingswestnm., 
wingswestnm@earthlink.net,  (800)583-6928. 

Mar  22-29, 2010  - Israel  - Spring  Migration  on  the  Arava  Desert 
Flyway  — This  is  the  ideal  time  to  visit  southern  Israel,  as  the  weather  is 
great,  the  desert  is  still  in  bloom,  and  the  prospect  of  rare  and  enigmatic 
species  is  real.  For  an  authentic  taste  of  Israeli  life,  lodging  will  be  in  a 
kibbutz,  where  basic  accommodations  are  the  norm,  however  the  location 
is  spectacular.  Guides  Neil  Donaghy,  Ashley  Saunders  and  several  days 
with  top  Israeli  birder  Jonathan  Merav.  Contact  Oriole  Birding  (formerly 
Celtic  Birding  Tours),  www.oriolebirding.com,  info@oriolebirding.com. 

March  22-  April  4, 2010  - Costa  Rica  — Enjoy  ten  fabulous  days  in  this 
beautiful  country  that  boasts  850  species.  You’ll  bird  from  sea  to  sky  with 
visits  to  Savegre  Lodge,  Selva  Verde  Lodge,  the  Sarapiqui  area.  La  Paz 
Waterfall  Gardens,  and  the  Arenal  Hanging  Bridges.  Trip  runs  again  Oct 
25  - Nov  4.  Contact  Rick  Houlk,  www.ocoeeadventuretravel.com, 
rick@bluemooncruises.org,  (888)723-8622. 

April  7-18, 2010  - Western  Mountains,  Zapata  Peninsula,  Northern 
Archipleago  and  Eastern  Endemic  Ranges  of  Cuba  — William  Suarez 
will  lead  this  licensed  12-day  trip  for  a small  group  - fantastic  rare 
opportunity  for  limited  participants.  Contact  Gary  Markowski,  Caribbean 
Conservation  Trust,  cubirds@aol.com,  (860)350-6752, 


May  8-11, 2010  - Wrangell,  Alaska  - Stikine  River  Shorebird 
Rendevous  -—  Enjoy  the  magnificence  of  migration  along  the  Inside 
Passage,  and  discover  the  beauty  of  the  Stikine  River  Delta  and  the 
surrounding  glacier  country.  Land  and  boat  birding.  Contact  Jim  Leslie, 
Alaska  Waters,  Inc.,  www.alaskawaters.com,  jim-leslie@alaskawaters.com, 
(907)874-2378. 

May  21-24, 2010  - Pribilofs  at  their  Peak  — Visit  the  home  of  millions 
of  nesting  seabirds,  plus  thousands  of  migrants,  in  easily  observed 
colonies.  Contact  Lisa  Moorehead,  Wilderness  Birding  Adventures, 
www.wildernessbirding.com,  (907)694-7442. 

May  26  - June  4,  2010  - Gambell  & Nome  Extravaganza  — Boneyards, 
boatyards,  marshes  and  ponds,  plus  varied  habitats  make  this  some  of  the 
best  birding  in  Alaska.  Contact  Lisa  Moorehead,  Wilderness  Birding 
Adventures,  www.wildernessbirding.com,  (907)694-7442. 

October  12-21,  2010  - Birding  Wild  Hawaii  — This  popular  trip  is 
back,  with  Hawaii’s  foremost  guide  Rob  Pacheco,  to  explore  the  scenic 
parks  and  refuges  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Target  local  endemics.  Contact 
Siemer  & Hand  Travel,  www.siemerhand.com,  travel@siemerhand.com, 
(800)451-4321. 

Nov  1-10, 2010  - Escarpment  and  Kruger  NP  Birding  & Wildlife  Tour 

— An  ideal  introduction  to  the  region’s  avifauna  and  wildlife  in  general, 
with  endemics  and  big  mammals.  Bird  list  available.  Pre-trip  available. 
Contact  Lawson’s  Birding  and  Wildlife  Tours,  www.lawsons.co.za. 

Year-long  Birding  Opportunities 

Hawaii  — If  a trip  to  Hawaii  is  in  your  plans,  birding  with  Hawaii  Forest 
& Trail  guides  is  the  best  way  to  maximize  your  experience.  The  Hakalau 
Forest  National  Forest  Wildlife  Refuge  holds  many  endemics  while  the 
Rainforest  & Dryforest  Birdwatching  Adventure  on  Mauna  Kea  offers 
more.  Contact  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail,  www.hawaii-forest.com, 
info@hawaii-forest.com,  (800)464-1993. 

South  Africa  — Custom  tours  as  you  like  it  - you  pick  the  place  and 
the  pace.  Can  be  customized  by  list  of  needed  species.  Contact  Avian 
Leisure  Birding  & Wildlife  Safaris,  enquiries@avianleisure.com, 
www.avianleisure.com. 


Please  contact  tour  company  directly  for  information  and  reservations,  and  identify  yourself  as  an  ABA  member.  Tour  companies  pay  ABA  a commission  for  each  ABA  participant. 


For  more  tours  go  to  www.aba.org/tours 
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“A  skillful  mix  of  video  and  stills  that  will  delight  and  inform.” 

— Neiv  York  Times 

“Not  only  authoritative,  but  also  literate,  witty  and  full  of 
interesting  facts.  Enthusiastically  recommended.” 

— Lihrmy  Journal 

“An  important  addition  to  printed  field  guides.” 

— Ph  i ladelph  ia  Inqu  irer 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  the  Birds  of  North 
America  is  the  ideal  application  of  DVD  technology  to 
a reference  source.  Beautiful  moving  footage  and 
stills,  bird  calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals,  author- 
itative narration  and  range  maps  help  users  quickly 
and  precisely  locate  any  of  247  bird  species  in  DVD  I, 
258  species  in  DVD  II,  or  all  505  species  in  the  two- 
disk  set,  at  the  touch  of  a button.  By  using  your  DVD 
player's  remote  control  you  can  repeat  a segment,  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  description  as  often  as  you 
like,  or  even  study  footage  in  slow  motion. 

Add  a portable  DVD  player  or  laptop  and  you  can  easi- 
ly bring  this  unique  reference  into  the  field,  for  imme- 
diate on-site  identification.  Informative  64-page  Mini 
FieldGuide  to  505  Birds  of  North  America  included  with 
each  DVD  VideoGuide.  If  you  liked  the  VideoGuide  on 
VHS,  you’ll  love  it  on  DVD! 


In  DVD  I you’ll  find  247  birds  including  Loons;  Grebes;  (tOQ  Q(r 

Pelicans  and  their  allies;  Swans,  Ducks  and  Geese  including 
Dabbling  Ducks,  Bay  Ducks,  Sea  Ducks,  Mergansers,  Whistling-Ducks  and 
others;  Vultures,  Hawks  and  Falcons  covering  Eagles,  Kites,  Accipiters, 
Buteos,  Caracaras  and  others;  Chicken-like  (or  Scratching)  Birds  which 
include  Turkey,  Quail,  Grouse,  Prairie-Chickens,  Pheasant,  Ptarmigan  and 
others;  Wading  birds,  covering  Spoonbill,  Woodstork,  Egrets,  Herons, 
Bitterns,  Ibises,  Limpkin,  and  Cranes;  Rails;  Shorebirds,  including  Plovers, 
Sandpipers,  Curlews,  Phalaropes,  Turnstones,  Oystercatchers,  Avocet  and 
many  others;  Gulls  and  Jaegers;  Terns;  Alcids,  which  include  Puffins,  Auks, 
Murres  and  Guillemots;  Owls;  and  Kingfishers. 

In  DVD  II  you'll  find  258  birds  including  Pigeons  and  Doves;  0^ 

Cuckoos  and  Artis;  Nightjars;  Hummingbirds  and  Swifts; 

Elegant  Trogon;  Woodpeckers;  Flycatchers;  Horned  Lark;  Swallows;  Crows, 
Jays  and  Magpies;  Chickadees  and  Titmice;  Verdin;  Bushtit;  Nuthatches; 
Brown  Creeper;  Wrens;  American  Dipper;  Kinglets  and  Gnatcatchers; 
Bluebirds,  Robins  and  other  Thrushes;  Wrentit;  Mimic  Thrushes;  Water 
Pipit;  Waxwings;  Shrikes;  Phainopepla;  Vireos;  Warblers;  Blackbirds  and 
Orioles;  Tanagers;  and  Grosbeaks,  Buntings,  Towhees,  Sparrows,  Juncos, 
Longspurs,  and  Finches. 

505  birds  on  set  of  two  DVDs  $69.95 


VHS  set  of  five  videos  containing  505  birds  $89.95 

VHS  I 116  species  of  water  birds,  raptors  and  chicken-like  birds  $19.95 

VHS  II  112  species  of  water  and  shore  birds  $19.95 

VHS  III  76  species,  including  owls,  hummingbirds,  and  woodpeckers  $19.95 

\T1S  IV  98  species  of  songbirds,  including  thrushes  and  vireos  $19.95 

VHS  V 108  species  of  songbirds,  incuding  warblers  and  finches  $19.95 


ohocb*^ 

.,,1 

aiv 


ORDER:  1-800-876-0091  EXT.  103  OR:  www.mastervision.com 


Or  mail  check  or  money  order  to  Mastenision,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  807,  New  Hudson  MI  48165-0807.  Add  $5  S-i-H  per  Order. 


